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2nd Squadron, 17th Cavalry (iixmobile), Unit History for 1970,

Janmuary 1970 found the 2/17th Cavalry Squadron staging out of Cam- Eagle
Republic’of Vietnam, under the oommand and direotion of LIC Bindu., Head: :
quarters, and all Yroops and tha Ranger Company were lacated at Cu i Bazle,
exvopl L ‘“roogp which st from Plm Bail Army Airfield, direot’; acress
ghwmy QLL fiom Camp Bagle, New Year's Day startad for A Troop v the DMZ
in support of ran;exr team Shalby in oontaot. An ON-6A received A¥-AT ground
firoe from an esti:wtal platoon size element ecrose ths lactian border. The
airoraft received one hit in the tail rotox and was flovm back to {tamp Bagle
vith negative casualties to the orew. B Troop continued visual Te  omnaissance
in the 1st Drigade .\0 and supported the rangers with ovorflights » . LZ seleotio
The ‘{roop also oonduoted sniffer missions throughout the Division .rea of

Overation. O ‘Mroop OH-6A received eme ound fire {xom eight té ten enemy
Pars Wo Bus ts and cne US VLT, "The WIA

wag flounda 05th Evacuation Hogpital. Delta Truop was inserted t. suppert
ranzex team Shalby vho had made oontact with an estimated squad of NVi. .The
team was wonitoring a trail end eboerved eight NVA and engared wi:u olaymore
mines, fyagmeniation grenades, and small arms fire., The oontaot ‘:sulted in
twe NVA KIA and cne US VIA, -

The primary areas of opergtions fecr Com L, (Ranger), 75th Inf. try, dur-
ing January 1970 wero the({Da Krong Valley the(khe Sanh Plains !4 North-
ern I Ccrps. Thare wag oonsiderable inorease in the muwber of en. ' sightingo
ani sontaxts during the month, indiocating areas of heavy enemy aot .rity.
Thirty~tlmea teams wexe deploycd in Jamuary, observing the enemy i venteen
difforant ooccasions and determining the looaticn of meveral large .nemy foroes
in tha axea of operations. There wera 15 enemy KIA‘a cxedited tc Jompany I,
during Jaauaxy. Several teams made contaot wi-h the enemy shorxtly after in-
sertion, rresenting tlie possibility that the I'VA w. re utilizing 17 watohers
and wore obgserving the insertion ¢f the teams, Humercus teams deyr .oyed in
the Da Xrong Valley heard enemy signal shcts at various times durivg their
operaticn, Oftsn these shots were along the Da Krong River, indic. ting

troop movement along ito bank. The enemy esnoountered by the teams was well
oquipped, usally wearing :cen fatigues, load bearing equipment an’. AK~47

rifloa.

Thes stagze was cel for another year as the "Eyuo, Eaxs, and Teeth" .f the Divi-
son contimied tu =aelk out, hamper; harass, and destroy the enemy, A Tmop
continued to woik tha northern region of the Divisivn A0 and suppert the

3rd Nrignde, D 'roop Blioced the middle reop»n zomss and { ° %

the scuthern 0. ALl Troops went direot suppcxi of the %xd, lat, rnd
Brirmdan respeotively, end at the end of the ronth, the 2/17th Caviilyy had
Klled more than 90 of the enomyp destroyed over £8 bunlmrs and 4} . rubsy ene
tulldozer and one 1} bon traiier, and sliced a number of 12,7mm anwi-airoraft

naochine mns, "
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traticn routes in tho Klw Sanh Plaine area >f Qu..; ¢ Url vrovinoe, thel Threo-

I‘u:'lr*::)region of the bong Bo Niver, {d int oximat 3ly 3
P.thst

During the month of nebua:-y, ranger teams vore ciwyployed aleng eneir; g:l—

metens southoeant of Gapp Erngzle near{F3B Thox A total of five
enayy oighiing: wsre made vty the 28 teams amployeq during tho mont!:, HNine
onemy wexe kiiled and Compuny L sustained one wounled.

A Trcop oontinued direct support tothe 3rd Brigade; and B mud C Troops were
in direot support ,of the lat and 2nd Brigades waspsotively, Delte Troop waa
insar ied south of (1"IB Tenncssee) to oonduot a roocnnaissanoe in foroe (RIF),

and found numeroug traile with’no recent activity. he “roop 9id find and
destioy one ten by ten foot hut ard then when was oxiraoted baok t. Camp
Eajle. ‘ivoop ¥ was formed in mid January and eontinuod Squadron m. ssions
tixroughout the area of operations. Tho ‘'roop was oomposed of-A Conpuny, 101st
Aviation Batialiaon personnel and was augmented with 0H~61:s to form the Treop.

The Tguadron moved into Operation Randolph Glen on 15 Febuary 197\ through
31 tiaroch 1970. .\ Troor staged from Quargy Tri Army firfield with &£°1 thoin
openational amusto, while the 332 TC Detachment and a sleiton orew remained
at Oamp Bagle. ‘1'he '"roop contimued direot tupport to thoe 3rd Bri~:le and the
Levo~rifle platoon provided ground reoconniscsencte and was the immed’ate Te-
action foxne for downed aircraft in the northern portion of the Suuadron'a
A0 ard fn ths 5»d Drigado A0e. Alr Cavalry operationa were controiled by
the ‘ool Doikiwander ox the Operations Officer in the Commnd and Ccutrol
aircraft. "Tha roop flew reoonnaissance miseicas. Buifa and supnroitod
ranaey ovmflightns, L.uurtions, and extracticiii. Artillery was pruvided
and= Llod by t'w 5th Mechanized Division .l was udjusted by the

.'_'lnd o
upcops aleoiaft, Tasrtloal alrstrikes were on cail fiim the Drigad: S-3 Air

end directed by the *roop.
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2ml 3quadxon, 17th Cavalry (.iirmobile), Unit lilstory for 1970.

Duriny Mixroh, wanier Lewnn conbinued Lo operule in Quang Pri Pre!ince

in the orea goutinrest of Oamp Eagle. Teams were ulvo amploved :n thefRueng
Ruong VaJ.leyjaouth of Camp Baglos ‘Tho-3¥ minciona sonducid) ducing ¢

month resulied in onemy sithtings on 27 ooomsicns. Eight enemy wure ¥illed
and the ooupany suffered eight wounded.

© 2 Aprdl, 30 rangex teams were inserted throughout the Division R :2connaisvance
Zonaeso, sizhtings the enemy 14 times. Missiono assigned to Cqupany I, during
the month of April emplisized the capturing of prisoners of war. Ranzer teams
‘intesratod ambushee, sensor monitoring missicna, and joint US/ARVII reoonnaissa
patrols into tiwir operations. ‘‘he monitoring of gseniox t’lovioee proved nighly
succecsful in dodooting enemy presance and movement. .Utillnry and gunehip:
fire wvas employed in the areas of activation, TFour ran-er teams partioipated
in US/ARVIT ocombined patrols, with some difficulty encountared in coodination
due to language diffioulties and d;u’fermoes in taotios,

"Thile operating on an early morning miusion, an A ‘rcop 'l\mterr—'{:lllm: team
(cne Soout 0li-6A ond one All-1G Cobra), discovered five i'VA swimning across a
river. The Oll~6A reoived AK fire from the enemy and in retwrn, culled the
AH~1} Oobxa wiv enzaced the aren using high explosives and flesl.-e rookets.
*Mile the Cebra furnished proteotion to the Ol~6A, the fcout wer: down to

gee if ho would recover one of tho packe. Tho obsoxver from the (H-~-6A dis~
mounted ids'airoraft and while retrieving the paok, notioed that ‘here were
five bodies, five additionnl packs, woapons amd othex equipment.) At this
timo the 'fxroop Coxrmnder deoided to oombat assault a nquad from *le Aere-rifle
platoon to’'reocovexr tiw weapons, equipment, and %Yo seaxrch thwe bodius, At

1030 hours; 14 Aprdl 1970, a nine mar squad fram the 4 rocop aerr -xrifle platoo:
conduoted a ocoubat agzawdt, utilizing two 1ift alroraft. Ho fire was Teolved
on approach oxr exit. Tho squad met with no enemy xesistanoce and' tere able

to complete their mission in thivty minutes, capturing six packs, one AK~4T7-
type 50 rifle, one new Soviet mado gas maslk, perscnal olothing, f-od-stuffs,

¢. Chinose radio, and somo oleaning equipment. Aftex gaihering thu ltems the
tean vas extraoted baok to Quang Tri ond the ltems ‘sent forvard t. the
Jquadron S~2 for analysis, and then to Divison [-2,
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On 27 Arrlil. ranger vear Arigomu spotted an und.i-ired tuiber of 1LIVA ocrosging
a8 river near FSB Iilcorb, A lunter-Killer team 1r-m A Proop was onlled in te
regommoiter the area. During the recomnalgsance, tho OH-5A snotted two HVA

engaging the eircraft with ziall exms fire. The Ccbra gunships eng:jjod the
area with fleshette roclkets. The Oli-6A dipped do¥z and disoovered three VA
kdlled and twc more wounded, At 1550 hours. foux Uli~1H helicovters were
combat assaulting the A Troop arec~rifle platoon into the contact ucea. Hedqora!
A~47 ground fire was recelved by all alreraft and the fourth alrer:uft rocleved
hits and the doorgunner was injured wounded, The nlatoor moved int> the area

and disocvered a IIVA body, six paoks, and a new AK-47 rifle. The Kit Carsen
Saout oalled out tc tha encmy and told them o surrcndexr and that they would
be ‘well treated. After no reply vms recedved tho Troeps contimied to gearch
the arca. Oue unipjure& IVi engaged the point man with his AK—47. ‘The point
man returned fire and ldlled the VA, Moving further the platoon found twe
more dead VA and remuved their packs, iear a small pond two more VA were
found dead, their paoks removed, ard the platoon moved baok to the L2 for
extraotion. Duxing the ground oporations, Cabra gunghips ldlled eix more HVA
widle screening for the ground element, . _

Thunder storm weather held B and ¢ Troop from ary sigdfioant aotivities in the

middle reconnaigsa noe gones or in the A Shau Valley. The Troop cu.timed

their Squadron missions and supnort the Division Brigades. ARK's .w:mained

on gtandby cf downsd aircraft security and air and artillery adjusi:.unt were

provided by the Troops. .

Hay saw thu Air Oavalry Troops rcocn the Divsicr. L0 with A Yroop wer’ting aut
o% Quang Tri and concentrating in the Da Krong ani The Serh Tlains, . 'froops
Ay B, and 0 algo worked for the 3rd, 1lst, and 204 Urigude respeotively during
May. Troop D wos cmployed as a rcady reaction foro2 i dovmed pircraft waa
TAEN0 le for previding jeop cscext on idghvey 547 in the{PSB Veghel
a“o;:ﬁ Biminghan areay D Troop wge alse emplcyed ten man ve normsd nutanos
teams witich r. ded screeoniaig missions erd intelligence for the Division. Ce
L, (Rangers) 75th Infantry, oonduoted operaticna througheut the rgociwalssance
zonr during tho period, mainiy in the Torncseee Valloy./FSD Brlo;-:}:na and
wegt to Ruong Rucng Valley, The three Adr Cavalry Tr aonduoted speclfio
epcraticns to includej firest and last light securiiy around fire bas-3, insertien
of ranger teams, L.uh domage assesements for B-52 mtrikes, and rcconidssance’
misglons %o determiun che effeotiveress of high nerformmance alrcraft strikes,
chemloal drops. flame drops, and artillery strikes. Pink teams woere also pre-
vided to Deits Pr¢jeot cn requamt, Cu A May a Hnter-Iillo: teon vitie on a
Ugln - Lona? xuoninad amanoa migmion. The cneny wag engzazed and resuw'fed in four
cnemy ldlled aight klloscters south c¢f PSB Ripoord,

At 04301, on 11 May a comaunic tions cheok was mia by the rangers TX', with
teams Kangas looated oast of{FSB Spear,) At 060C;:, conwmrdoations witin the
team was lost. An OH-6A wag dispatched to estabilsh cormunication but the
six man team was found dead. B Troop ARF was inscrited to rcecover the bodies
and cquiment

A pink tean apctted 12 U gging a river at the Three-l'orks area on 18 May.
After o delay to gct ele iy £ team engnged the encry, resulting
in 3 IIVA/KIA, ARA was e#% fF tod for an additional three
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On 21 May an OH-6A frum B Troop'widlu conductlig u €id in the southern A Shem
Valley reocived omal) anme fire; Tha crew haag Torcel te inhe o precublonhyy
landing further north in the Valley. The aircinft was founa tc “e non-flyable
and wag cxtracted along with the unijured arew.

Hear FSI(Kathym en 24 May 3 Troop!s mero~rifle nlatoon were utilized on
mmexrous faleo ¢rtions. The opvuration was conducied in ocijuntion with a
3rd Brigade move and was dgsigned to confuse the unemy as to the loaotion ef
the troops that were actually inscrted.

~.

Yhilo sunhorting Delta Projest en 28 May, a reoonnalssance tecam from A Troop
spotted an liVA buve oarp alcng Highway 616 in the laotian Saiiont. Two'NVA
werc ongnged one was killed. Further north three vehicles wore engnged,

resulting 1in two destrcyed.

The 2nd Squadren, 17th Cavnlry contimaed during the menth of Jwuw to oonduot
recomndigsancoe in the DMvislon Ruoonnadppnnce Zcones: A Troop contimied to

support 1lst Brigade 5th Mech Infantry, 3rd Brigade, and the 54th ARVN Division
Specials missions contimied for the Squadrecn icluding reanonaibility for seocur
down airoraft, oonduoting brmb lannge assposcments for B-52 atrikew, sky svots,
heavy artillory, and taotical aix air strikes and pr:viding first and last
1ight reocnnainsance a round US held PSB's, D Trcop oontirued to provide a
reaotion foree for downed miroraft and aconvoy security along rouie 547, Co L
(Rangcr, 75th Infantry moved thoir aroa of operstions north from ithe A Shau

Valloy to the bills around Khe Sanh,

During tho first week of June, tho 9%h Battallon, 656th HVA Regiment attacked F.
langley erd Tun Taverrn, Bcth A and 3 Treops supvorted the 54th ARVN Division
with pink toams and Cammand and Control sdreraft to sicp the ITVA -ttaoks. On
2 June Trcop A ldlled four IIVA by Cobrs gunshipe in Tun Tavern arca. Whon the

Mr Cavalry men engoged teh cnery, socondary cxplosions resulted. On tho trai’
A Troop looated thrce packs, one bedroll, wnd two Al-47 riflus wo—2 oaptured,

Until 17 June when the Squadron initiatecd its first Squodron size aIperation of-
the rovorting period, tho Troops continued their visual recounalsianoe con-

ochtrating cn amffor and BDA miasiona,
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puring the neriod 17 to 25 June the 2/17th Cav, wns involved in ex*ensive
oncrations in the vicinlty of F&B Leathormeck. The Squadron reloccted ite
Tactioal  Onerations Conter to Quang Tri, Priocr to conocntrating 1ae entire
Squadron, A Yroop oonducted extensmive visual reconrtgissance in the urea and
haddeveloned a good deal of roliable, intelligence. Pive ilVA vieariig green uni
ond armed with AK-47's werc observod moving acrces a landing zonc, The area
was cnznged with punsldps reswlting in two IIVA killed! An egtimated 200 log
reinforced bunkore were cbscrved.' Fidtcon pu p tonts, two camp fires, mumerous
trails orientod in all diructions, six ponches, and t:n ilVA were olserveo

snd the arca ongazed by gunships. It was felt thod elemernts of the 304th VA
Divisiony spooidioally the 66th VA Regiment, had a base camp and a hospital
in thevicinity. It was this targot that the Squadron sought to dlisniver.

Initially, D Treop wns camaittod on 19 June, and they disccvered a aomplete
field hospital and bunker oomplex. Enamoy contach was moda resultiyg in one
HVA/KIA by fraguentations grenade, All cnomy equipment vd.th the arva totaled
eight RPG!'s, Tl Chicom grenndes, two rolls of como wire, 40 pounds of dem-°
elitions, 1000 pounds of rioe, 24 full rucks, 100 pounds of ricdicai supples, a
complete surply of surgloal instrumente and ono SK3 rifle, 20 pounds of deo~
nents, A and B Troopa acro-rifle platoons and inscrted with D Troop to
exploit the sltuation, ' On the 15th the Squadron reecived epcration sentrol
of the Ilno Bas Compary, from lst ARVH Divieicn, The Haa Bao, a well troined
highly disciplined mobile atrike force, nomally cmplcyod by the lat ARVN
Conander, wog insorted and swept ncross the hosmital-base orea objective,
The cperation tormiintcd as a complete sucess ch 25 June and the Sque zdron' g
organic elements end the liao Boo back to their lose camps.

The Squadr:n in Ju]y remained "OUT FROHT™ in the Idvielor Reconnai:gance
Zones, Having the s'mo opcraticnal ommdtiment as in the previrud 7o montha,
and having just cwanleted a sucoessful coinbinod US/ARVH aperation, 11e Squadren
was amxious to launch into a new momth, The rangers remnined in the vioinity
¢f the Iaotian bordexr and the Khe Senh Plaing, until 28 July vhen thry moved
into the 2nd Brigade area of Ovorations around Icash Island and souti: of FSB

Bastegne,
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The first week of July, A Troop contimed its roconiciluun nee of th~ Kha Senh
Flains and surrounding highlends and provided a pinl: toam daily to the 3rd
Brigndo., B and 0 Troops conachtruted on reoonnaisstasz, bomb damoge assesctient
and artillery wnd airstrilte adjustmonts in the A Saan Vadloy and southern reocru.
ggance woma, On 6 July, llcadquarters Treoop moved nnd cgtablished 2 forward
OP at Quang Tri. The following day the remainder of the Squodrun olcsed en
Quang Tri Army Alrfirld with their air and ground asucts. The sooond major
Squadren operation was under vwaye.

Hoving dcotroyed oort of the 66th Heglinent the previous month, the 2/17Tth Cuvalr,
wan targeted against tho 9th Regimunt belivved to have first arrdved in south
Vietnam from its sanvtunries in Iaos. At approxinntaiy 1130H oa 8 July; a pink
team, whila ocoiducting o visual rcoounnissonoe in the 1S3 Snapyer micea, observe
1.'50-200 HVA 1n the oven moving along a fresh, well-beaten trail. 1TrL2 enomy vas
imaediately en(maed by the Oobras punohip, Additlonal pink teom gunships wmd ARA
were requestod, In the inftial ongagment 50 HVA were kllled. One hour later te.

more ‘iIVA wero killed by helleopters in the smame arean. Contlimdng to rccon the
a.‘mn, tho pink toams obgorved groupe of ten to twenty 1IVA, separnted by 100-200°
meters o1l along the trail., The enemy vas weardng groon uniZorms, w.th'holmots,
and wore onrxying rice rolls and ansault rifles and onrbines, At 1358H, Delta
Troop and the Acro-xifle nlatoon of A Troop woere ingarte’| at the point of initie
contact to sweep the arca and eapture a prisoncr, The element placed a number
of ruckooaks and enomy equipment on landing gono, on th2 traill UH-IH ag 1t off
loaded tho lagt o:l' Troop D peraomml. '

The elcment wohg :lr.t.lediu’tehr oxtracted to Quang Tr:. whore initial re:dout ident-
ified the enany ns clements of the 9th NVA Regimorv.

On 9 July, the Squadron contimied to conduct vipual reconnalseance of the area
resulting in two HVA/KIA sricimity PSB Snapner. Thot evening a wound:<d iIVA wos

oapturéd and ova.ounted to the 18th Surgleal licapital whore he later died of
woards, Twe hours latar a LOH oxtracted a Ii.i Charh who was tnken tc Quang Tri
for interogation,  In reaction to this motivity, Opcration Clinch Valicy, was

ioltdated.

Elementa of the 3xd Miimide e '(“S':} coa:rd)u.nd two battalions of the 3rd
Regimémt (ARVH) assv:.ted intof PSP suithy This started the reaommsieasnce in
force, which the Squndrun vith oxtczmive acrind gunehipe cover.

While the 1lst and 2nd Battalicn. 3:d Regiimeri (AR V) ocntimued to onernte in th
area, both A end B Troops checked possibie 1niiitrati~n reutes into tve battle ar
and possible esoave routes used by the enery, Oncration Chicnh Valler glosed

on 13 July, with the Squndroun orcdited with 214 ceon:limmed eneny KIA., As the
finished Hondquarters and B Troop moved baok to Cai.y ligoie teo contimy their
miasion.
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Until 21 July the Sgudceott vonduclul routine fireh urd last light racénnaissnnoe
mligsions; bomb dunage assesoments, nnd visunl recznnaisgancc nlgsions. On 21
July, near the J*3B Dradley arza, a IOH spctted 20 VA in the open. Iimodiately
the Cobra gunehipa ongaged the target resulting in sevem IIVA/KIA., Additional
alrstrikes, and CJ dropa were employed in the arca. A base was uncovered
wvith 50 assorted nigzod bunkers, Two NVA wer apctted in the bunkera and engaged
with gunships. Both IIVA were killed.

On 23 July the 3rd Brigode evacuatod(?SB Rlpoortﬁ The Squadrsn nrovided o sorue:
foroe to west-for tho oporation. Upoh oumnletior of tko exl.rnot:l.an, «f all
#round troops, thc 2/1Tth Cov augumcd sontrol of*tho Mipcawl urcas or the
renainder of that dey end all of the next. A, B, and 0 Troops emplcyed a

stecady flow of nirstriltes and artillery oconocntrations,; into the saix infusted w

On 26 July, the Squadrcn assulted the ’SB Ripcord area with a platoin from D
Troop to extract the US bodles loft behind by the 3rd Bilgode.

The pouth of Ayust, tho Sousdron contimued surveillamee along the laotian
Hoxder to the IMZ. B Trocp comiijued dircot support to thic 1st Bde ns well as
visminl reconnalssanco id first ni last light misslons throughcut the AO.

A nnd ¢ Troops contimied to assist the rangurs and HAVII's in the noxthern AO.
Deltu Troop rumained II¥ for Camp IKaglo pnd actod ns back up Torce tor the
majoxr LRVI :IJl.serl.iopra. Dolta ulso oontimied axme? Jecp convey escc.rte for the

lst Bdo,

A Troop provided aorial and ground recounaigsancey provided goreendng and
gseourity for varlous brigado elencnts; and sunported moweroug ranze: insertiens
and cxtreotions. The Trocp reacted to mmorous ocntaot rdeslons of 'oth U.S.
and ARVH olcmonts and eupvorted muercus air mobile operations involiing D Troop
the RAVH llac Bao Company, and the A Troop neru-rifla vlatoon. BDAfw were also
conduocted and narked inorease of 51 caliber ntb-elrorafi ma.ch:tnc g 2 nogltiona

were noted and ongaged,

B Troop vas utilized in direot support of both the lst Dde and the l.at ARVN
Division. The Troo) coutinued it!s viual roconnalesanoe misginfig and provided
geourity for downed uvircraft in the divieglon area ¥ onerations, DI..'s were
oonducted of B-52 sirikesy siy snots; artillery; tactioal alr etrilee:y and
gunsidp attacks employcd by the troop,

0 Troop canduoted acrial VR's, BDA's ard suppcrted the rangoxrg. The rongers
mpport included insertion of thio AR P asg sccurity “or mnger radic relay teams.
In addition, the ARP was used no o sceurdity force tur englneer ILZ cutting teams
ongd provided a mpct;l.np Toree for downed aircrait _u the Diveion AC.
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D Troop “rovided extunilve ground reoonnalssance :wned dareraft security and
recovery. n ready reccbion foe for ground urite in contact, nud dnliy convoy
egoort. Also arthushes suw micaps oi the Camp Foagl: ~.rihwther wore provided,; and *
Troop scrved ns the [jase Driinge Y“enotion Yorce, Deita was iascited vith the

Hno Boo Compary on 16 Augusy; secured and recov:red wwe dovmed nireraft; ro—
inforced twa rarger teams in contnoty provided >\ days of convay cscurty and
eight days of giound rooon aissanco.

Company 7 (I m(;er), 75th Infantry deployed 28 tcams Juring the month of August,

PYenms were ingerted near U Jeathermeck, in tho luong ituong Volley, ond in the
“§8 Spemat aveu, fourtacn cnemy sightingu wero nade and contaot . was initiated
¢n ton-occnaicns. Ag o rosult of theee oontacts; twe MVA/VO wore killed, The

company sustained timree KIA and nine WIA,

Encreased anemy aotivity in Elephant-Valleylnonlled for irmediatcd comunnd
and control by the 2nd Squadreng~17th Covalry, 4and én 8 Scptember 1970, 20
vehicles fiow ' quurtera Yiouvp, flve frem ¢ Troop, and six fxvam D Troop

road mnrehed from Comp Begle to Marble Mountain; Da ilong. A CP was lrmedintely
estnblished and tho Eleohant Valluy bolonged to the Cavelry., nogy small ams
and auto-aaile fire slamiod inte the assaulting “avnlry, ciippling 1xo C froop
glroraft and wounding two orcauenbers on 8 and 15 Scptembor. Scaty prusoe ond
increased use of J.RP's for ground onerations slo/ly ebted tho cnany f’rm hig

otronghold,

B 'l‘roop dotailod visual regomwvdueserioe miralina I e Jouth, Naut, ond Yest
began ¥'SB Yuear determlned t3 locate an urinuwr. . Lze eéncny torce, i 3 Sept—
embeor ocontact was nade end pinlkgiteams killed six sheiy soldiers the:o kilo~

muters northoest of tho firebase.

teanwiile, .\ "roop conocntrated on supporting tha LIVH waits io the 7ieindty
of ™1 O'Reilly, ‘Yive amireralt were shot oty tw> recolving hits, oni two HVA
were Irilled during tho ungagaiert, The Troop continund its -rdsual reccnnaiseasnc
of thc northern rocxrtaissance senes and responded tc URS'e an perforusd aerial
ond sround ADATe. ba AUP was utilized near ¥SB Jhlloh and +EB Loathernsek te  ~

RIF and MDA Are Lig s
B ‘r.op workei mia--nenth sight iicoleona wilkh the 7010 alirorafs, ond on 15
t:pot ecuthensl - 2 Khe VYang,  fnter in the

Scptember, IR svrited a Grucx o
morning airegirilies were cipioycel nnd munk teans loml dancgo nssescment revacled

five cnemey truckno destroyed. v ir the remadnder 7 ihio month I Yroop was in
direot sumn:rt f tho lat ARV Division ot B C'idilly.
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2nd Squairon; i7th Ci-valry Cadan *‘nlo) Unit !ater iot . OrO-.

Tho Smundror. retums:d frau —woble l:oun'i;zd.n, nnd o toop w .u!*:ed ihe B [irgkine

erea, On tho night of 18 S-niewber, and moridng i 39 Juhiembes, the Troop,
uging LIR and Cobra gunahir3 engaged and dastrcycd one four tonctruck in that
vicinity., Mollow up siretrilics dusiroyed another four ton treul:, a 51 oaliber

vieanon ond pit, and severnl bunkers. Tfor the reaninder ¢f thy month, ¢ Treop
worked tho southern réocnnnilssance zones cmploying pink teang ond the XRP
azainist en my forges, in tho area. <17 )2

&GJP Y

PSB Barbara.) sumerous shot-ats nnd targets werv cncountered,and on 13 Sep-
tember the liae Dao Conpany wos inserted with A Troop proving comand nnd ocontrol
alroragd, sorconing »ink teams, nnd directing airetrikos. Activiiy shifted

to the| -50 O'Roilly}arca nnd A Troop contimied euprort for the Tremairder of the
nonth vith visual uco.nmiscanoa, location and destroticn of cnany nortoar and gu
nosltions, direcotion of UDA's cf odrstrikes, and flonk asccurity for nanuyering

ARVI units, ;

A Troop oon’jnued supvorting ARV forcos near I3 Barrcét, and northivest of

Delta Troop oemtinucd to provide convot enscort, and vms available for downed

a irgraft secur.i.'l:y and rucovcrar. Additionmlly Del*a provided mmbushss and sweep
outeida. (cup “ogle and gerved as 1is base defuew rcaction force. (e vlatoon
wag uscd ag convey escort for ¥ ard C Troov on the wdssicn to Da ilung.

On 29 i ntembor, Molta Troop rupelled 12 kilomot s scuth ofé"sn *iat)ior
recomalisunrioe in forve,  Yhe Yroecp discovered v 100 “Hounds caches of rice, -

parn, .E;-_;-J.ni, and Faxrming equipment. Due to “.:w fliund oovorege, the troop
reirpined or the ground Tuxr fhve days before uxtuw.ction oould be oompalted.

During the month of 3:ptembor 1970, Oo L, (wngor), 75t NHvau.liy, «luyud
24 teans in the A Shan and the Twong ltuong Valley, ‘wuirtu:m encmy sihgtings
were made and cotaoted imtated cn sl ccenuuions., As o ummuly of trese oon-
taota five LVA/VO were kdlled, and the Coucany ststain:: s WL

Cauvany I ( angex) ae :ployed o total of 24 tenms during the monch of (utober,

Tvio teceme were inc: 'ut,d 1n the doinity of tho "y liaj four teams were inserwed:
alang route 5473 -.-' vhe reindnder were inserted in or rear khe Qunr. Ruo Trangs .
and Song B Do Ri-:c..:. Rongers teame estavlishec oomtncd wvith tho enyly oh

five ccoassiine ..w! had visual glghtings cn oigh: occassions,

A Traon oconiimied survisllance of the northern r¢commalaasanec zornes tnd nlso
provided rcceoialasnnee and secuyity for the 3zF; o and its subordinate clements
in the form of firat and lost light rocomnligane-7.: ond recation to ocutact missic
Troop A, as in the two previoua months, provide” cuver ndreraft and o Coanand
and Coutrol airoraf®t flown by the Troop Cax-andis aven the Hno Bno C:spoany en
several diffcremt occnoeirns, Rifts utilizing ts rvro-rdile nloyoor nlso oen~
ductcd. Troop A conducted banb dange asscsvment of Aro light strils: 3 ond provié
tdreraft to support PLIR missions, The acro-riflo nlatoon nlso secyed downed

alroraft in ihe Divigion AO
M‘Qﬂsq



2nd Squadron, 17th Covalry (,u.:m‘.wbilr), Unit Idsetory for 1970.

B Treoop waos used in goneral suppeit of the 101at ;:.1bn:-m"m.v1.nion and in
direot ruvport of the lst Nrigadu. In'wddition to ithoiding intelligence
through visual reooninipsoansn minolone, the Troop rrnided downed ndoruft
scourity, nigh ambushes autsiuse Comp FEagle perdmeiery, AA's and euprort to rung

C Troop contimied to stage from Yhu Ual AAF in poncral’ support of the Divison..
9his includod eerial VR's /IDA's, ground recomnnissarce, supnort for the rangers

and standby far dovmed alroraft recovery.

Delto Troop opurations were goverly limited due +o monsoon weather, Still,
Deltna provided four doys of ground reoominissuice, n renotion foree tor fround
oontact, (mov scowring an nrea for ranger opurations)', ambuhe® ana swecpa out-
glde Cunp Bagle and s=rvod ag bage denge renctdon foroe.

The Squadron was rewtricted from signmdficant notivity due to poor conditiens
thwughout tho month. Thypoons battered the base camp on twvo occrzuslong and
low clouds and preinetation in the nountninous aren of opcinvtion further rostri.
miesdong, The najor algnifi..cant aotivity ococur: & on 22 Octobor when FLIR and
chage " AH1G%a spotted and cnaged approxdmately 20 NVA resulting in 1¢ oonfirmed
KIA's. Tlloding in the lowlands and large area of nountaln fog plaoced new cmph
on wonther the OH-8A Soout niroraft. Due to marigind veather and al:ost totall;
unaccensnble arens, the LOH was found of porforming imargency resupplies and
Hedivac misnlons. Theldl, by mnintning visunl oontaot with its growd Cov easi’
hover into olouds and into hot LZ's when-tho weather 15 tco restriotecd for UH-1)

Duc to thec mxmgoon oouson, there wao little alr cud roecnialssnnce ~otivity

for 0 Troop during the first two weoke cf the nuntn.e On 13 /and 14 N er

the C.P alory vith a teaa of enginecrs was inacrted to cloo:‘ #SB Ke].?.y“’é, Maurye:
K b

and | Knthyrn,) A Bumboer of old 105 rounds; fmgaentation grelmdes and. blasting o
wer found disvwosed of, On 15 Heovemcvr, ranger tewn Bille wns in oontaot
resulting in on US/iWUA. ‘he ARP and clcments of Delta Troop wore irserted just
gouth of P83 Hourcen, and while attompiing to reeover the ronger KiA reocoivee
RPG and AK—47 fire, resudting in slx ARP wwounded and another ranger i(IA.

Conpuryl, (Hanger) 75th ‘nfantiy deployed 13 rangur teoms during the month of
Novenber 1970, PEuphasig was on rooomiaissnnce around ¥338's Ripooxrd and Keythrn
The cnery oontact: 'ire initiated, The contaot irdtitied cn the 16%h by ronger
toom Bille provid: . tho nceded intelligonce for establishinrg the lecntion of
the lst Battalion 803rd NVA Rogiment. The Bills hod too friendly KiA as a
result of thu oontaot, Duc to inelenent wenther; ranger teang were shifted fro
the Ri’seord Kaytlunm arca onto the Inceng Muong Volley, to determine infiltratden
routes, By the VA Laog into the lowlands of Thun Thicen Province, No other
signifiocant aightings or contacts were madce.
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ond Squndron, 17th Covnlry (Airobile), Unit IHstory £:r 1970.

g
A Troop ooutiuod its scan oi' Ll northern recons e nee sones 'nd nrovded
reconninn neo and srenrdty te the 3rd Jrigade.s Tio: o hish winde rowd hwavy sd
operations in the rvoon goncs deelined durdng he 1rontk. Teoams from Ce L, (rong
75th Infantry were sent to A Troop 'to be duployed in the northern rucnmdas’moa

zon2g, A W.0op responedd swith overflights, lusortions, and extraoctions and as
b’;%%&"%ﬁﬁﬁ&’f:iof%n%ﬁ? ranger teona. ARVH supuort vwas restrioted t¢ the PSB Baxl

DeooLbar lat through 11th provided poor flying vamulhor for the Squadion, nnd -

B3 and ¢ Troops wora rcatrioted in ro:omnnissunce niscicig, B Tmop +JIP was
enployed on 2 Deo to recover some woodon boxos spotted during a”V.l. Tho boxes’
turned out to be old Anerican powder oandstors aml were returned te Jomp Engle.

C Troop was held up until 11 Dcoember due to wenthexp but on that dny they
renositioned their RRP on 'S8 Vughel as a rondy reaotioit fexoe Tor Dolta Lreop
who 0 Troop had insumtud to Lonitecr senser dovicen, The Troop also rovided visu
reconraissrwce in tho Ruang Ruong Vallay fcr the majority of the monsh, FLIR

wng nlso supnorted by the Troop but weathor restroition also hamperad misgions,

For the next five duys, all elemonts of B,0,D, nxd 0o I nnd [T went OFUOIl to 1st
Brigede, in a joint ovorations and ertillery roid ajuinet o llogimentsail base Camp
south of FSB Maureon, The Calry killed 15 oneny and dustroyed his mrspooted stro
with taotionl airstrikes, nany of which rcsulted in pocondary explos:iongs

The Rangers conduoted ton long range recomvalswsine palrols, emnloylig slx
teams in tko Lhe Sanh flaina, And Vintnanese Sa':.nt region. Theix vdssion was
to ohecok enwy infiltraticn rcuteg froa Imos int. uar Thieu Phing Fvavince,
Thexre wore no gignificant sightings or contnots. i'our veams were ermi.oyed

in general area oY Threc-irorks and Jire Suvsort Nase aythxn. These ceams
wore emvlored to cheok the infiltration routes used by teh VA f on lnos inte
the lowlands of the Thua Thein “rovince. Yhere were no signdfacant a!ghti.igs
and no enctyy contaot was initiatod. Co

the Squadron regeivei well dnserved rost nnd issued sut the year by viewing
Bob Heo»e Chrigtmas “awr on 23 Meember 1970. ‘rhough all the “roopors vere
tasked to provide aJ.ourity for the ftar and his all Stare, the najority of the
froopors we ahle ¢ see the spectacle,

(965 Cuetrs AT Chmr Oters
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