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1. Gr.llERAL: Tho pres1dont of tho o.ooident investigation bolU'd;-ru,r, Paul D 
Smith Jr, t1M notified of the llOcident a.t 0800 hrs, 3 J~. Tho membors of" 
the bo~ ':Iero assomb1ed, and depru1;ed for Chu La! nt 0930 hrs. Tho !Woldent 
invost1gat1DB board arrived a.t tho soene of tho accident at 1030 hrs, 3 ~. 
Tho bodioo of the throe orewmon had been recovered prior to the lloarde errlval. 
The ni:rcraf't reoovery oporo.tion l-ma in procress. The, mnin o!!.'bin ~7hioh had 
boon upsidolmm in 15-20 foet of lfllter, h.-u1 boen rie!i,ted tmd t:n..red into 
ohallowor 1'lator. Tho mnin rotor and othor sootions Of'\th~ o.irorn:ft hnd not 
boon dioturbod. 

2. IIlElN'l'IPICATION: Airora.f't so rial n1.llll00r 67-17694, a un-lIl, WBS assigned 
to B Troop, 2d Sqdn, 17th ClMIlry. Tho airoraft had been flown If. total of 387 
hotll'B •. Tho tifth Periodio Inspection was oompleted on 2 J~, and ,the airorrd't 
was on a toet fliellt when the aooident ooourmd. Tho test pilot 111M CW2 Robert 
W Ho1ditoh, If I. Assisting on the test flight woo the aonior mo.1n-
tonanco suporvioor, SFC: Donald. L 'l'ovey, E , o.ncl a. UI1-1 heliooptor 
l:1ooht:ll1io, SP4 ThomM J Sohneider, E • Airorett departed from Chu 
Lai to the south on tho teot fliC-llt. About 2015 hm CW4 Thompson, the 333<1 
TC llGt rnainten..'Ulce officor discovared the airoraft ,100 Dissing. A Boaroh "Ina 
initio.tod. Tho \Iroc~"'G of tho airoraN ti'as found llt rJ6l0 houm, 3 July, o.t 
ooordin.':Ites l3'l' 460166, llbout 6 n.."'.utioal miles north northoo«oot of Chu tai, RVll. 
Tho t7roOko.ea tlNl 200 foct off shore in 15-20 foot of wo.tcr. All throo crow­
membors l.rere ltillod. Tho bO'lios ~mre reoovorod !!.'bout 0830 bra. 'rho nirorn:ft 
HeD rooovered lrJ Il j,nVy LeT about 1500 hrs. Tho airo1'1'.t't ~1a.a unloo.dod from tho 
LCT onto tho dook nt 1530 hotll'B. 'l'he a.ooident iIlVOstignting bolU'd o.:m.mined. the 
nirorntt a.t dooI::eido. 

3. IIlVESTIGATION: The impaot foroes oncountored on oontaot ,'lith tho Iflltor 
Oo.UDed the floor and loneitudina.l support membors to shear at station 122. 
(Seo Photos 1, 2, and. 3) The anti-torque pedal oontrol tubes tfGre she~.re1. 
~lith tho podol in tho full riellt poS1tton. Impo.ot forces oaused. tho oonsolo 
to broak right tmd do~m. (Soe Photos 4 8: 5) The FM radio waa on and turned 
to tho Troop FU frequanc;r. All radio solootor sl1itohes tfore on n?V'l'''. The 
UHF and VHF rNlios Ilero oft. All othor swjtohes 1'7Crs in normal oporating 
position. (Soo Photo 6) All pedestal and oonsolo liGhts wore on full brieht 
oxcopt the ell[;inc instI'tlmGnts, uhioh 1'7C1'O on dim. The:OO sli!!lootor sm toh uas 
in tho "STBYGEN" position. The anti-oollision licht was ott, and position 
liehts were on "stondy-Dim". The right door post W'1S hen.rod., 3t the top and 
bottom. The Ion door poet 11"S pro sent (See Photo 8). I.nstr1.llllent 1'Oo.diDBS 
1'1Ors to.k:on llt dook sidO, 3 July 1969 and tho next morning, 4 July 1969. 
TIIO rsadilllJl3 varied considoro.bly in the 12 hour poriod. The p.ltimeter W~B 
oet at 29.55. This io 90 fect below eottilllJl3 of.29.64 reported o.t 1918 hours, 
2 July 1969. Doe to immersion in salt untoI' for 19 Rotll'B, and the foroes 
excrted in 1'Ocovary and unloadiDB tho airorll.f't, the inotr1.llllSnt readings a.ro 
oonsidersd unrolio.~lo. TIle trnn3miesion oil temparat~ guage in P~oto # 9 
that iadioatos 120 C o.t 0300 hra, 4 July, io.diollted 40 C at 1700 hours, 
3 July. Tho foroo of tho ~tater oea1nst the top, of the e:maUlilt pipe :ond. coaling 
bent the ox:hauot pipo do~ from top to bottom (See Photo 10)., On tho m:nt 
a.asombly tho roil /lush-pull rod oonn;;lcting tbe soist:ors levar. to the minne 
lover 1100 brol:on at the mid~11l3 point (Seo Photo 11), the wh1te ptwh-pull 
rod HOO intact, shOt1ine evidenoe> of extreme toreion aloDB tho loncitudina.l 
me of the belt that af':fi:ms tho pooh-pull tube to mixing levar,. Tho uppor,. 
ond of the pooh-pull tu'>o is ohoHn in photo # 12. Tho ond of the bolt l'I1th nut 
and snfoty illtr.et nro olol'.rlv depioted. 'rho milled ooller in the Gwr-.shplr-.to 
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'1'110 (\'1hi;o) moJ.n rotor blo.do pi to~ oba.np;e horn. Wn.!! ripped t'rorn tho blo.do 
Il.Ild tho (ullive) bltlfl0 ho.d rotatod 180 (Soe 'Photo 14). The msat shooed. evid.~noe 
of a severo I!ln.!!t bump on the anme Side, and in line Hith tho lOngitudinal a.xis 
of tIlo (white) moin r?tor blade. (Seo Photo 15). The (~lhite) mo.1n rotor blade 
OllOHO o~denoo of otrl.l':ine tho toil boom. Thera ara sovorM (I'01'eEUl. sorr.tohes, 
and o(,~l.r1.or(>.ble OD Dcint on leadi~ orlBe of tho (Iihite) blade beeinnine 14&1,. 
inohos :\.'lboo.rd from tho bla~lo tip (Soe Photos 16, 17,& 18). Tho tailboom w~.s 
broken from tho t'uooloeo at otntion 260. Tho vorticlo fin WOB bror-cn from the 
ts.il boom viOinity station 425. Tho metal from tho loft side of tho tr>.ilhoom 
from sta.tion 410 to ata.tion 425 is missine. Tho ranr of tho ts.ilboom ShO'<18 

sornpo r..tlril:s nenr tho ts.il rotor drivo shaft a.t etl',tion 360, em" tho sorapo 
mnrkrl oxtond down tho loft side of tho tdlboom to station 410 (Seo Photo 19). 
The trailine odgo of tho riebt synohronized elllvator is bont doun at a 300 
onalo, and thore io n fracture 11 inohes from the tip (Seo Photos 19 & 20). The 
bottom of the vortiole fin showa evidenoe of n 4 inoh doop oornp~ssion dent 
from bottom to top station 440 (See Phctoe 21 & 22). The tail rotor blo.de tip 
struok the vertiolo fin, oausine onb n sl1ebt burr on tho ts.il rotor blade tip 
(See Photos 22 & 23). 0 Tho t~l rotor blo.dos lfere not othor wise damaged. 
Inepoct10no of tho 42 and. 90 gonr box revonlod tha.t both tlOra funotionine 
proporly. 

Praliminar,y invcotiention in the D Troop a.:ren ravonled thn.t the';! aircraft 
oompleted the 5th periodio moJ.ntennnoo inspootion the evening of 2 July. All 
personnel who oosiated in the';! inepeotion and. the loot pilot to fly the nir­
orn.ft prior to the poriodio inepeotion were questionod. 

CW4 Thompson, !lTa.intenanoe Toohnioian, 333<1 TO Dot, lies olosely ossooiatod 
with CW2 lloldltoh. CW4 Thompaon's experienoe in nviation, and. the faot that 
he and. CH2 Rolditob 1ivod in the';! Demo tent ndd validity to his observations 
o.bout CW2 llolditch's physical condition. CH4 Thompson, MSO e,xpralllled a. plauaible 
oxpla.nn.tion of Why the nooident ooourred. llo statas that he s~ what appearod 
to be n plU'BObuto in tho ~lator. Two other wi tneseos s~ somethine in tho llo.ter 
and. beliovo it to bo pioaea or soundproofine ma.terinl from the aircraft. Tho 
beach ~IOO son.robod four timos on two ooneooutivo dave. and. DOVOral pioooo of' the 
nirornft and. 000 pair of fntiguo ponte li'Ore tl00hed sahora. No evidoooo of' a. 
pnrn.obute Ui'S found. A spooifio sen.roh llOB mo.ke enrly on 4 July around the 
orooh sito for evidenoo of tho fa.brio objecto soon nenr the ornsh. No sooh 
objooto Imre found. 

Tho Periodio Ilaintenanoe inspeotion performed on the aircrn.ft woo the first 
periodio porformed o.t Chu Lai. Hera-to-fora intermediato inspoct1ooo wore 
performed a.t Chu Lai, and. periodio inspeotions wora performed at Camp Engle. 
B Troop movod tho neoossar,y porsonne1 of tho 333<1 TO Dot from Camp Engle to 
Cbu Ls.i to perform the periodic inopootione thora, saving tlfO hours blnde time 
by avoidine tho flieht to Camp Enele and return flight to Chu LIli. 

Tho 5th poriodio inspootion ua.s porforlllOd in one do;y. Normally a. periodio 
inspootion raquires mora tl1n.n one do;y. HOl1ever, the time taken to porform tho 
inspection depends on the condition of tho nireraft, and the number of porsonne1 
allooatod to perform tho inspection. There wcra eight heliooptor meohanios, one 
UH-lH 01'01I0hiof, and. the door aunner tforkine on tho s.ircraft during tho inspeo­
tion. One of tho 1lI00hanios, SP4 Sobnoidor, Wall killed in the accident. Two 
toohnioal inepectol'S ti'era inVolved in tho quality oomrol aspect of tho inapeo­
tion. SSG Sohall, Senior Taohnioal IllI'Ipeotor and SP6 Webb who WOB a CII-34 
01'01,1Obief. lie a.ttende i M 11 wok Teohnioml Inspeotor Course on the UH-l at 
Ft Emtie Va. He was assisnod to :B Troop on 22 June 1969. sp6 Wobb performed 
tho Teohnioal Inspection of the airornft. SSG scholl oheoked. his work, oxoopt 
ho did not oheok tho mOBt assombly, eneine, 6r trMBmiesion. The periodio 
inspoction worlwhaot and the log book wora aboo.rd the s.iroraft when it Cl'ashod 
Il.Ild neithor ~I!"..G raoovorad. Questioning of pel'Sonnel who performed the inepeo­
tion did not reveal !":rr:J grounds to GUSpoot that the inepaotion \lOB not properly 
performed. 
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Thl'! d1'r.or uho recovered tho bodies :fl:>om tho airorof't WOB a. heliooptor 
pilot, G1l2 Lennetb R Fritz, W , 176th Avn Co 14th Gro-ap The 
bol:U'd a.ttempted to Let 01-12 Pritz' statoment on 4 July, b~t ho oould ~ot be 
looatod. IUs stntooont IfOB rooeived b-J IIlt.I.il on 21 July 1969. 'l'he lII'l'Oolr~ 
diOCl'::'D submitted by CW2 Fritz, tho diver wbo reoovered tho bodioe dift'oro 
from tho ~;rook:oGo di(',erom drown by memboro of D troop. Clf2 Fritz ~'ba01'l7Od the 
1'1rQOl::nco from a bo('.t~. o.nd 1111ilo ~Ili~ming 'L1:!l::1or. Y/o.ter, whioh limi to hie peropoo­
tivo. Tho Ifrockc,:;o tt1!1,.,"'I'Ml, Dldllbi. E, I"1lw. Pf'Opo.rod :fl:>om four diae=e drnwn 
by irulopondent o'baorverfl. One ~1n.s B SP'l from the 335th r.klint ~o who OBsiotod 
in rice;1ne tbe airorcl"t for rooovory. Hie skGtoh of tho 1II'l'00kae'e !)a.ttorn 
booed on underlfnter oOOo7'l7a.tion of the wrookngo, oereed with the three I~Oki­
oea slmtohos Prop=d by membero of D Troop, all of whom observed tho 1II'l'00kage 
pattern :fl:>om the air. The FI radio found aheod of (NK of) tbe fuaeloea G-apporta 
tho ftl.Ot that tbe airord't tfOB flying 00 a.zimutb 1350 l"litb rola.tivo hieb for­
Imrd epood. I·thon it oraahed. The porson in tho loft neat l1ith the cyolio in 
his hQ.~rl 1'100 SF<: Tovey. The cyclio uno otrook from J"bo rear 3 inchos Ilbove 
tho 1'1001", probnbly by the 10lfor soat br.r, o.nd broken loono. Tho>lop.thor ho.nd 
strll1) on tho door 11::\0 Illso brolron, o.n:l had not boen reportod as brokGn OOforo 
tho orl:'.oh. This indioa.tes ,\;h.~.t SF<:. TOVQy ~1Il0 not on th'.! oontrols, but mll(! 
havo crabbod tho cyolio ju:,t prior to impa.ot. Suoh n roflex a.otion would 
be inot1notivo for c.nyone fn.rnil1l'..r Idth helioopter fliGht oontrols a.nd facine 
irnpoDiine dioaotor. 

Dllrine tho invostigation tho board had difficulty looating the oil o('.mplee 
talmn durinc tgo Poriodi_o ?,1aintennnoe J;nopootion. The oil namples from tho 42 
~ll.l'box nnd 90 eoar box lfere looa.ted by qu.ostioning oa.oh meoha.nio. Thene oil 
sampleD trore in B meohanios tool box in the maintenance a.roa.. The oil samples 
tor the engioo nnd transmisaion were tiDDlly 100a.ted on 6 July in a. 7. 62 mm 
ammo oan belon..,-.ing to SP4 Sahnoidor, deoellSed. 'l'he QIlllilO oan oontaine,i assorted 
smllll tools, n.ru1 ~ms aboard tho aircro.ft when it orashed. Tho lido wsro off 
the oil oamplo bottles nnd tho oil samples wero lost. The oil samples takon 
durine the periodio inonootion from the 420 goarbox 900 goarboJt lfare l3ubmitted 
for anIllysis. Oil sC!.raploa tlOre tcl::en bl the bon.rl from tho engine o.nd trnn­
eminoion on 4 July and submitted for analysis. 

All tlirorcl"t pt'..rts that roll(! ha.va failed in flight ho.ve beon submitted for 
o.ncl.Yllis. Tho parta l3ubmitted wore the engine, tra.nomission IllOBt aaoembly, 
main rotor hub, by<lro.ulio servos', and. irreversible valvo assembly. All ene;ine 
inotruoonte, tliropocd indioa.tors, o.nd ro.te of olimb indioators I-lOre submitted 
for tho purposo of dotel'r.linine the impa.ot relilding, it poooible. 

ExIlminntion of oncine revoruod thv.t tho li2 turbine bladeo lfaro sha.ttored. 
Tho trnnsmission cnilO una orooked from top to bottom on the rieht £lido, and the 
sbort ehcl.'t tiM :fl:>ozon and ooulll not be turnod. Anolytioa.l toardo~ln of tho 
pi".1'to ma:! dotormine if &IT moobr.nioal failure. 000=11.. 

AIlALYSIS; It oppoo.rs toot suffioient skilled porsonnel wore nasigned to 
properly porform tho periodio inepeotion in one d.a;y. There WtIII no olearly 
det1nod qua.l:tt;r oontrel prcooiures during the poriooio inepeotion. sp6 
Webb eto.tes thnt ssa Sohall chooked his work. SSG Sohall sta.ted tho.t he 
only oienod off' tho internal and oxtol'nlll pa.nols, and. tail rotor oable. lIe 
did not TI tho encino, t:ro.nomiosion, or IIlt.I.in rotor mast IlSsembly. Thoro 10 
no ovidenco of illl!Jropor rna.intenanoe, or of improper tochnio,-"l inspaction. 
Statomantc indio.~_t() thnt CW2 "1101di tch and SFC '1!ovey norrnlllly gnve an o.1rcrl'..ft 
c. thoroUC'h pro-fliGht ioopootion prior to the test flill'ht. Thore is no ovidence 
that tho pro-fliGht inopootion uno not adaq11llto, hO~lovor. both CW2 Hol,Utoh o.nd 
SFC Tovoy had boon ~lorld.ng np!)roximo.tely 13 hours, hC<i e··ten suppaI' 1ecs than 
one hour boforo, and IfOro toct flying 0. 1ml - hour airorClf't with 0. good ml).inton­
anoe hiotor.r. 
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The fnct th,,'l; n (;'00:1 pre-flight inspeotion ~ms mnke oannot bo oubotnntil'.ted,and 
pilot oOQpleocn~j o~xmot be ruled out. The pooition of the DO genornter soleotor 
in the "Rtr,nd-Jtr" peoit1on, and the invertor switoh in the "splU'G-invorlor" I 
position, could 00 the result of poor oookpit prooQd:u,reprior to t!'.knofi. Theso:, 
CHitchat: m"i;/' be.w been plnood in this position ne Pill>!; of the tect fliGht, or , .• U 
beo;:\\)l)e of n oooh,'),niecl foil ure in i'liaht. 

The;rnwctir.:l'.tine Bonrd o=ot determine any reneon for loavin,:; rC'J:lios _ 
intorcom boleotor suHohcs on the nPVT" pooi tion. This WIll) not C'H2 nolrli toh' s 
n')rrnci !,:!'ooc,luro. Chu Ltd TOtrore, both Chu Ln1 Enet and Chu Lai West, opero.to 
on tJ:lF. All 1'04100 were oheoked on the FE, and operational. ,The U!IF radio 
lil:\ould tlaVO beon on, and tuned to one of the Chu Lai Tmfem. Tho fnct tho.t 
tho UHF rndio.!'Too off, o.n.1 tho oontrol ooleotom ~lGre £let on "PV'l''', are dovia.­
tiona from norm.'\l procedu:roD and ind:!,oate poor judgment. poor fiying ho.bits, 
Illld pilot oompl.l:I.,)enoy. C1-12 Holditcb reoaived ,his lest profioienc:l oheok rido 
in the UTI-Ill on 14 April 1969. 

The pilot 11i"S flying lUlder oonditions that oould oneily induce vortil;o 
nnd cpo.tial dioorientation. The airora.f't I~ne over water, at twilieht, with 
all consolo and pedestal lie'hts on brir,ht, except tho encipe instruments, 
uhioh l10re dim. The airornf't orashed in M lU'G1l where heliooptem normally 
dcaoend to r..n altitude of 300 foot or 100B I.,hon londine oouth a.t Chu La.1. 

Tho poeoibility of meohanioal failure oannot bo ruled out at this time. 
The do~truotion of the H2 turbine blndea may have boon oaused ~ a failu:ro of 
the )1umber 3 or 4 boro..rill6S. A failure of tbe irrevamible valvo or hydro.ulio 
(lcrvos ma.v ho.vo indooed M unoontri>llablo condition. Analytioal toar-do...'Tl 
of these components should iilentify Ilrr:T mechanioal. failure that oocurred 

E=ina.tion of tho wreo~ indioates th~t a.irora.ft ~lne f'lying fre[; north 
to (louth. Tho stiIlf.'Or rmd tail boom struck the wa.tOl' fimt otl.uoing tho 
co=relloion dant in' tho tail boom. A ttdlboom otrike of tbis natu:ro could be 
oa.Mod b:r 0. sud lon relU"l"nrd. movemont of the cyolic. The suiVlen mlU"lva.rd 
movooont of tho cyolic lTOuld bo iIllltinotive if Il pilot enddenl;y' realized ho 
wo.c orlremoly 1m... An:l.lysie of the 'llll!lll8;ed parts indioates 1;11l:\t atter tho tail 
boom stri'ko, the' tail boom rebolll'\1ed into 1;;10 (',iI', inducinG' 

0. Devere mast bump thnt snapped tho mast at tho lIIain rotor ho~d."" Tho (~lhi to) 
main rotor blnde hit tho tail boom M instant e.fter snappinc the I'l'lIilSt, or at 
the sarno tirno. The main rotor blado severed the tcil rotor drive Gl:latt, Devored' 
tho vorticlo fin from tho ta1lboom, and broke tho tail boom from the fuoelngo. 
The force of tho strike npPlU'Gntly knooked the Vertioal fin and tailboom 
do...m and to tho riCht, into the wator. Tho faot that tho tail rotor WCUl not; 
dnmoeed 1fould inr1io!~to thn.t tile tail rotd.T dri va sha.ft bad boen oevored. CJ'l(1 
there l·rero no torque forees on the tail rotor l'1hon it hit the l\lator. . 

Tho fuoolngo hit tho I'Tnter in D. riC.ht n080 1m', attitude. Tho severe' 
structure.! dMlIlCC inourred on impact indioates a rela.tive high forwo.rd eir­
speed. The main fuaelaeo OMlO to %'Oat upside dmm on the oceM floor About 
50 foot from tho vortiole fin and tn~lboom. Tho main rotor oo.rriod on comi05 
to rest about 50 foot beyond tho fuselaee. 

SP4 Sohneidor tlQS o.p!lOarontly not 'HGarina' a. sont 'oolt. Ris body WM found 
outslle tho airel'!".ft. All sca.t belts and a.ttaching rings wore e:mrnined. and 
nons sbotlGi ~ olongation, stress, or breakc.Ge. tbnt would indio ate inpn.ct 
forooe tore him loose. 
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SUMMARY OF TECHNIC. 

..... .. - "---"-"-"-.. CAUSE FA(:TORS 

suffel~d spatial disorientation and flew into the ooean. 
I\'la.tell."i!l~ failure of #3 or #4 turbine sh.a:rt bearings. 

wa.a fatiguod, .and .his m.ental alertness was marginal. 

FACTORS 

1I1Il,pt'(iper pre-takeoff and inflight cockpit proceduros. 
aamp1es takon for analysis were not properly controlled, nor turned- , 

expedi tic~ly. 

RECOMMENOA noNS (R.COtiJJlJIeitdfil COl'NICtiN Actj~ 

That all pilots be informed of the improper emergency planning as­
mF~t.,s of t.hia accident. Radios should be set for immediate 

That all pilots be briefed on the ef.fecta and the danger of' apatiaJ.' 
PJ.~o'r~elJ,~ation when flying o~r water. , ' 

That cOPJ>llll1ders c1Goo1y mom tor the actual duties per:t'orme,; by avia­
~o,rs and insure that adequat0 time is provided for rest and relaxation. 

• Establish positive control over tile 0:).1 sample analysis pro(,rram to 
nsure that oil samples are properly handled and expedittously turned-

MEMBER 

oonjecture uUh no supportable founda.tion. At thin time there :l.1l no eonolWl:l.ve 
ovidence :l.nlie;"1.tinrr o.ny speo:l.fio 00.000 factor. Thill 'nIl be' reviewod upon 
reooipt of reports of nnoJ.yois of tho "IlONOX' tro.:l.n oomponents. Until such tine 
!l3 dofini-tivo O(WDO fnctOl'O clln bo idontifiod tho f'ollowinc !lotion is beinC' 
to.l-.cn' 

1. All o.via.tors o.re ooing !lIiviood. of the neoossity f'or having oJ.l oommWlioar­
tiona equipment opornting at oJ.1 timeD. 

2. Toot oi1oto ro..1'O roquirod. to monj.tor troop FM f'requencioD !lot oJ.1 timos. 
3. Al tho~h it ill not considersd to be a. f'a.otor in thiD o.Ocidont. ma.1nton!l..'1ce 

tOl\lllG n;:ro beine inatl'Ulltod IlIJ to ea.oh r.IllI'I'S opeo:l.fio dutieo. 

DATE 

,. The findings and recoounendations of the accident investigation board, as clarified 
by the appointing authority are approved. 

2. Corrective actions are adequate. 

DATe; GRADE 

Brigadier Genel'8::L1 

USE ONLY 
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REPORTS CONTROL SYMBOL 
C5FOR~5(Rl) (Aii '~5-40J t-----------n ,,-, n="';:;: ,,~:::: I· ' H! 

[ 

.. '," .. " .. 
Show principal ground imp~ta "'~J.I'~," ana distribution of wreckage. Indicate distance, direction oC north, direction of 
wind, wind velocity .......... :' •• , or ..... itneSSI;'!Sk etc. 

SCALE OF DIAGRAM: I" equals lot 

I 



REPROOOCro AT THE NAfJONAl. ARCHIVES 

STATbllEt~T 

r, t/U1 KCllneth lI. I"ritz, ~; , am fa:ro:U:.i.a:r with the provisions of 
AJ.'ticl£ ,31, IIFGlt, 1969, Ilnd ll'ould :J.il;n to Lw.k.e tbe fol.J.Olrlne statement. 

On tho morn:cn:,; 01: .3 Jul;{ 15'69, I recovered tho cra\iJlllJrnbcr bodioD £rom IlirCl'art 
67-l'rG9h, which crll.ohcd 2 Jul;)r 1969.fbo Il.1rcro.:ft lm.:J in ttronty feet of linter 
IlLlproX::.ri.a'!:,c:lJ' QUO l1un<lro<l tloto1'3 i:rvm tho shore. It' c hoo.clil~, tina paraD.!)l to 
a Douthorly hcn.t;.:i.4~., 2.10n;.: thc-: beach. 'llhc ship lila- on itn loft u..;por roof ctlec, 
al:iu::': in the D.lA;'. 'L'ito 1t l lou l"" i?us·~n :)clL.ud, i~ho ri:..:;ht. pilot,in d,oor un;.; l:dlJ~.;i:GC 

cvlflPlci,c.;].;y" as.t·; ~!lC 1"\)0;:': f;li~,~.lrt4r S(lU.:l.chod :L-~ i''!''ull.t. 'Llha pilot'e dooro naro vo'l.ih 
!r}.:L:;::t~ll:~:. I lr:~,0r .i:OUJ:ld iJhor;l :1.1) t.ho neat" vicill.i.t:r, i>ut COJ) ot c~.,y ~M":C r,];r \rhero. 
dot.h pilot I r. Dantu \"o:.c'O l~i:.)PQU £:'01-(1 t.he floor, tl'CJ.CtcO included, bt1;~ held 1J1Didu 
jjlm coc.l~fJit, ~J:/ -1.;110 pi::tot,l a noat be~t.a. Joth ooat.D ,~crG "Gl7istcd ~Q1;'nU"J8 t.he eC~2-
'l;,nr fluor c")l';;vlc and :'Lii lJQ.f! 1!OC0GV<..'X'"j to cut". tho lap uol'tJO (U!U shohldcr belto 
oi' bot.h pilot.e :,0 cxtrnci, th:.:1'll. '1'110 r~ht (lO~e\J pilot a.nd h.:l.o Gcat t-rcl"C romovo<1 
~iJi~Ol~C ~ho ilvd,l Uf".J:i ra:lovcu .fr0l';1. tho neat. irho left 3e~.t ~1C.D mAnltovorod bJ 0l1.0 

cliver liuj,lc u;l.Och(a· pulJ .. ou it:; t)Coupru~d:. .froe v..l'"'{;.ur cu·bt.i4~.~ 'thu bolt.[J. i:citllOl" 
11ilot m'Cl,lO<l~o iN illjurorJ. C}:wrnuD./. 'rhe loi't [lout p:i.lot or the r~:ht 008.t 
Iiilo~ i.::&l c. c,;{clic ir. ld.s hnn,) w) he 'HU:J rCLlovcd, buti 1 do not 1~OCtll11:1.d.ch. 
l.30tlt 1.[o:;'u HI;,,! \i on -~b:; cc·nt.::'u~. (,~lll uno ua::; on the COl d:'l"Oln 'tJ11CJl :1: c:~l:.rac-lioJ. 

·i:.l:ou" bud.ica. Joth l~¥.-~~ had uidc (~1'8n iflouthn m1d' :J·t.c'..u"·t.lcu (frichto.ncd't) (u .• j?rco­
nJ.t·ll.G (./j,. i,ho:Lr faces :)~ml U!)ol'l (iJ-OS. I pried the r1rJlt Ctll:'!.:u cloor o:::::~:; an it. 
l[tlt3 u~l.;j Opl"l1J l~': nll;!tro,y, aH".!. r(:1l110ilCU 'tho rau.:to froi,l tho cUJ~'~pm,·t.l::'BD.t OH t,h<:l:~ 
l3:L<lc. I i'o,lil:l ';:;hu ·~.n[f' l'OQLv in tl".: llO:JC hatch a.~u FU rad:i.v 3 to 10 netart; t4~ad 
of ";:'110 :Jhip ia vho nm-L<.i. 'i.'110 t.uil bOOlil onu .. vol~icul fill \'J'C!re 25 to 30 i1l~tl-or:l 
ftU~thL:r -i;.o tllG sotLthoaot, 'WIth. lihc m.isco!L.----meouo cru.""Go (-20, !~-60 l,:Ul), tvcl bo:~, 
o·\ic.) ~:ri:.l'oull ~Ln bot,liUcn. The Lail bOuT<) OCpv.l.~v.t,.,;d i'r0!;~ thu r,J-.'1..:i.n cabill section 
a:'Vl'UISi:,::"tcly ;.1 ~o 1U lncllC;; o.:ft 0:1: "he 'tail bvUJ~ uttllch:'Lllr; balta. 'fh. vnrtiro1 
fin, :' . .HcluJ.::Jl~'.'; iJoth "'cD.i~ rotol" drivo COru."'bo:xos: ... U1d ·the 'Gail roto:p t\3~~uub~f, :JCp­
f'.l"tlt"Qd i'l"cn ~;.llo ~nil ouo1:1 at a po:ud~ botu~Jcn iiho anCllOl"' Doirrt.s 01' r:11 Hor:t.~ll~.; 
Coops. ' ... ·he ·rnl.~J'ljicc.l fill al1~,l ~"'il OOU;:1 lTC1"'O iJ'Uistou lbU degrees o\.d~ 01: pllasO 
af1u. ul,Jt,[tcliu;l u./ 01lly 'tile ,'..D.V, lit;lrt. Hires, chip llcl~ector 1i{:ht vlirCfJ, mi'.~ one 
O:L : .. hc t..."il rotor ct:.i.d.os. I c~,:~ ::.110 ir...rCt1 and. cable ia order t.o DLlv!){,;o .I.:.he 
vort,icr.J. f~'!. ur~'.'. ':''';~o tell bOC4il noro oal1ilJ·. '-..1ll"':'J1L tho 5[1~VOGO uf :.JlC 1~1n~Q(j 

liuUn Dcctions (cab; ... :.~ tail bvula, (xno1 'J"ortiictll fin) -Lhe rQ"tc.'l'" hand -C.l~G. ·.,lflLlcu lL\Y' 
on ~hu nc~ i~vvl~ ~,3 e. r0.r(.)r',;~·).Co l)oil.),t. 'rho bead uns n.pprOJdillc.tnl:,).r 5 i:l.cd/..:!rn l>ra:~ 
ilho ;,lain G~:O:.w'l t;itl. one b1.o.tio in.tact And one bent <J.J.,~\U:J'~ l'i/.Hoty uOGrDo:; v.pl1n.rd 
tol-1ard ~!iO Got:.· 0: om"i'ucc. All 10000 piecos oi' '1.;ho aiJ."C!'2.tt nn._:, it.;:; VU~; tonto 
Horo colloctccJ an.u 3alvt\i3crj .u~ a D':;l1i;lc luad •. 'l'he l.or[~or p:Lccca oi' Wild:. l0c(: 
l"lOl'oL},o l'~_c~lt, door (~ho uno I I d l"Cl:loyod), tIm tt-lO i'ront doors, the se.rt, a.'ld 
other looso l)ieces. liho lliu.:~l. ':1.":1 nt-t.."lClled shQ\'J' .. ..i t.he o.p"';rox.i.:n,a:te robti'fc po~l tiona 
oi'~l1<j piocc(l.11 I III IIIIIII I! III IIIII II II I II III IIIIII III I II II II II IIII II II II I I I I III 
IIIIIII I III II II I I II IIII I II II 111KJ OJ? StAT.l'ElITIIII II I III III III II III II III II I II I III 

. t· 
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