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(Complsla on ell lndlvlduale wllh phY*lcel, pBYoholo8lcal or physlolaglcal trauma. 
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AUTOPSY 

Q Y E S  (Repor1 Affachsd) 
0 NO (WIll be forwarded when avellabla) 
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0 Y E S  (Reperr Altechsd) 
@ NO (Wl l l  be forwarded when avsllable) 
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(Complet8 on allind/vidus/s with physical. psychological at phYslolol1ical trauma. Give detailed Injury description to include 
exact looaUon and extent. Under lttJm 4'inc'ude equipment failure and phase 01 BCcident. If applicablo.) 

3. CAUSE 4. METHOD AND AGENTS 
1 •• LAST NAME b. SERVICE NUMBER 2. TRAUMA DESCRIPTION OF DEATH OF 
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•. AUTOPSY 6. BLOob OR TISSUE SPECIMENS 

CJ. YES (Report Attached) 

·0 NO (Will be forwarded when available) 

o YES (Report Attached) 

i:iJ-NO (Will be forwarded when evallable) 

'''C;TlUII C - FLIGHT , AND rlONS 

THE FOLLOwrNJ IS THE PROBAIlLE SEQUENCE OF EVENI'S OF THE ACCIDENl' ON 2 JULY 1969 IN.. 
VOLVIm UB-1H, SERIAL NUMBER 67-17694. 

THE AIRCRAft WAS Oh A TEST FLIGHT .iFfER COMPLE:rION OF A PmIODIC INSPEcrION. THE 
CREW CONSISTED OF CW2 HOlDITCH, THE TEST PILOr; SFC TOVEY, THE MAIN1$NANCE SJiRGANI'; 
AND Sp!I. SCHNElDER, THE CREl\CHIEF. MR. HOmrreH WAS IN THE PILOT'S SEAT, SFC TOVEY 
IN THE Co..P!LOT'S SEAT, &: SpIi. SCHNEIDER WAS IN THE CARGO AREA. ALL CREW MEMBERS 
WERE TAKING MEDICATIONS. FATIGUE MAY HAVE BERN A FACTOR SINCE THE FLIGHl' WAS AT 
THE END OF THE DilY AND ACCORDIOO TO II FELLOW omcm, MR. HOLDITCH HAS BEEN ~K_ 
ING LONG HOURS A}1D HAD SlMPl'OMS OF CHRONIC FATIGUE. 

ALTHOUGH THE USUAL PEmODIC INSPECTION TAKES THREE DAYS TO COMPLETE, THIS INSPECTION 
WAS COMPtEI'ED IN ONLY ONE DAY, Bur AIL INSPECTORS CONSIDERED rr ADEQUATE AND NOr 
RUSHED. NO MAJeR PROBLEMS wmE NOTED DURIID THE INSPEcrION. rr WAS CONSIDERED BY 
MANY AS THE BM lllt.1H· IN THE TROOP. 

THE IlRCRAFl' DEPARTED CHU LAI AT ABOur 1910, 2 JULY 1969. THE TEMPERATURE WAS 
840 , AND VISIBILl'TY W.Z S;;.7EN !:tT·~S~ THEY FLEW NORTH UP THE COAST mICH IS THE 
USUAL ROurE FOR TIlE TEST FLIGHTS. AB011t THIS TIME THE SUN BEXMN TO GO BELOW THE 
HORIZON AND VISIBILITY DECREASED. THE INTERIOR LIGHTS WERE THEN TURNED ON TO Fl.iLL 
BRIGIrr SINCE DARK ADAPrATION WAS NOT COMPLErE. AFTER TRAVELING FOR SEVFruL HILES 
NORTH THEY MADE THEIR TURN AND HEADED BACK FOR CHU LAI. AT THIS POINI' rr WAS Gm. 
ING DARK AND THEY WERE FLYING SOME 200 FEET OFF THE COAST.FATIGUE STARTS TO ENrEl'i 
THE PICTUR8 BY SLOI-IING THE NIGHT ADAPrATION OF MIU, HOWITCH AND MAKING HIM LESS .1\. 
Wf.RE OF HIS INSTRUHENrS AND FLIGHT PATH. rr IS COMMON OVER WATm AT NIGHT TO LOSE 
DEPrH PRECEPrION SINCE THERE ARE NO VISUAL REFERENCES, AND I THINK THIs OCCURRED IN 
THIS ACCIDENr. ALSO OF NOTE IS THAT THE ALTIMETER WAS SE:!' TOO LOW AND TIllS WJULD 
HAVE RESULTED IN THEM FLYIl\U MUCH LOWER THAN USUAL. N3 THEY CONrINUED IN 'rHEIR 
SLOW DESCENr, 'rHE HRCRAFT CAME CLOSER TO 'rIlE WATER WlTHOU!' THE CREW BEING FULLY 
AWARE OF TIllS. AT J\N ALTITUDE OF 20 TO 3~, THE PILOI' FINALLY REALIZED THAT 
HE W,'$ TOO LOW AND GAVE A SUDDEN PULL BAC S ON TID;; CYCLIC. THIS DROPPED THE 
TJIIL AND rr smUCK 'l'lIE WP,T"R AND BENr THE TAIL BOOM UPWARD. THE TAIL BOOM w~s 
THEN CUT OFF BY THE MAIN RGrOR BLADE. THE AIRCRAFT CONrINUED FOR~IARD AND ROLLED 
AND LANDED ON ITS ROOF. THE DEl:EWRATIVE FORCES CRUSHED THE COCKPIT ARl,A FROM THE 

( CONl'INlJEl) ON ATTACHED SHEEr) 

reATE"" "'-UK, ""IGHT 5U' T (PED NAME AND GRADE i"' GNATURE 

DA :'~~M6 I 2 .: ,97-8 FOR o FRl~:rc~<~ ~A F~M 2,97,\,,) N"fR'I'" WHICH IS 0050"ETE 
. _. EI;- ~ H'~ lJJA e?~_L1 ,I 

PPC-Japlloll 

------------- -_._---------------------- ---



REPRODUCED ATTHE NAIIDNALARCHIUS REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 

(GOli'TIlTU:8J) FROM DA FOR);; 2397-8) 
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ROOF DOtllM,\Rl) fL!JD GAUSDD 'l'llF. 'rRlI.m1A TO THE 1m. HOLDITCH All]) SIcC TOVEY, SN 
SCI!!fmOOR "I\S THEOliN GLE/:H OF TIlE AIHCRAF'l' DURING TIlE nor,LING POTIONS AUD 
RmlDBllE1) UNCOlmCIOTJ:) BY THE C01!CUBflIOn' llF: SUPFmwm ON' IMPACT tnT}! 'rllE ~IA'l'En, 
BUT UROHHJ:llG CAli:'W;!) rrrj1)EA'l'!T. 1m. HOT;QI:'CH 111m npr: TfiW,y HOTII' };XPlmmi:1GKO lIWIT 
1JECl;8!~ATIVE T,lOj:in1i~~~ 1JUT Gr.'fer: fl.lIffiY r'n~rr.r, DI8TnIJ)fJ'1!1'~n O\il~in rrJn~ Et.fl'rrrp~ TInnY THEY 
~iEHE HITrrI~r Hl.rr1A~'; rr0T.,EnA·1JG~:;:-;. I 13BT,I TEiVE rJ:ItAT D01"J-I H!~H Hr.ng J(NO-~:Y:Bn rmc m'TSC!IOtTS 
Ann ')I'ml) ~,rIlTUT7::n It!l~~1~:\ or ni~OUHTH(J. f.)IHCi·~ 1J.'HF. })(JDI1~3 lli1jHm Nm~ F.Xl\.nn·r:GD nr HE "!HJL'F: 
srrIT,TJ roT r.i.~HE AlnCnAl?T t It DET\!T.f1!:'D AEAI,Y;~{I:3 OJ? TH1'~ IH(rtn!.I);~!3 IS nor rOf;f)J:IH.,r,~" 

rifNll1:-:TIIAT-I J.lAIJJ 1:mF. HAG ~TOT .1:n-;-;1~n HULFD (H.JT Gf)!·IT)r..ETF~!,Y MTlJ CFHT!\.IH GO'r·'!POHT::lPl1f; TrA.IT. 
JJ81\0'·r nU11~U:r'IlJ';n FOn i\Nr'\LY:.'~r.S rilO Hr~T.j:r IJE7fEEnI7n~ THIn" 

CLOSER !:JOllITORING FOR SICJ17S AHD SYj,!PTOf,1l) OF' PA'J:'ICll)f; BY C01'llijAHlJERfl AT AT,L LL'VP:LS. 
THIS SHOll1.D IJiCWDE HOT ONLY HOlms IIT.orm 13:.J'1' TOTAL Honn.o; HORKED AIHl EVBl! BEHAVIOR 
CllAl'1cmS. 




