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mmccsine SECTION B - TRAUMA-INRORMATION.

{Complste on all individuals with physical, psychological or physiclogical trauma. Give delailed injuty description to include
exact focation and extent, Under Jtem 4 include equipment failure and phase of accident, if appiicable.)

3. CAUsE a, METHOD AND AGENTS
1a. LAST NAME b, SERVICE NUMBER | 2. TRAUMA DESCRIPTION OF DEATH oF
v Es o PRODUCTION
‘ : ACERATION ON RIGHT HEAD RIGET DOOR POST
HOLDITCH "éﬁﬁ%@ﬁéiﬁc' SKULL, | X
LEFT HUMER[S

TOVEY —1 CONCHSSTON X

SCHNEIDER CONCUSSION, DROWNED

5. AUTOPSY ' 6. BLOOD OR TISSUE S5PECIMENS

I:'x YES (Report Attached) [] ves (Report Attached)
[T No (Will be forwarded when avaiiable) [x] NO (Will be forwarded when available)

SECTION C - FLIGHT SURGEON'S ANALYSIS AND RECOMMENDAT IONS

THE FOLLOWING IS THE FROBABLE SEQUENCE OF EVENTS OF THE ACCIDENT ON 2 JULY 1969 INe
VOLVING UB~1H, SERIAL NUMBER 67-176%%.

THE AIRCRAFT WAS Ok A TEST FLIGHT AFTER COMPLETION OF A PERICDIC INSPECTION. THE
CREW CONSISTED OF CW2 HOILDITCH, THE TEST PILOT; SFC TOVEY, THE MAINTENANCE SERGANT;
AND Sp4 SCHNEIDER, THE CREWCHIEF, MR, HOIDITCH WAS IN THE PILOT*S SEAT, SFC TOVEY
IN THE CO.PILOT'S SEAT, & Sph SCHNEIDER WAS IN THE CARGO AREA, ALL CREW MEMBERS
WERE TAKING MFDICATIONS. FATIGUE MAY HAVE BEFN A FACTOR SINCE THE FLIGHT WAS AT
THE END OF THE DAY AMND ACCORDING TO A FELLOW OFFICER, MR, HOLDITCH HAS BEEF WORKe
ING LONG HOURS AVD HAD SYMPIOMS OF CHRONIC FATIGUE,

ALTHOUGH THE USUAL PERIODIC INSPECTION TAKES THREE DAYS TO COMPLETE, THIS INSPECTION
WAS COMPLETED IN ONLY ONE DAY, BUT ALL INSPECTCRS CONSIDERED IT ADEQUATE AND NOT
RUSHED, NO MAJOR FROBLEMS WERE NOTED DURING THE INSPECTIONs IT WAS CONSIDERED BY
MANY AS THE BEST NH-1H IN THE TROOP,

THE BIRCRAFT DEPARTED CHU LAI AT ABOUT 1910, 2 JULY 1969. THE TEMPERATURE WAS
g4oF AND VISIBILATY WAZ CLTEN !IXTRS, THEY FLEW NCRTE UP THE COAST WHICH IS THE
U3UAL ROUTE FOR THE TEST FLIGHTS, ABOUY THIS TIMZ THE SUN BEGAN TO GO BELOW THE
HORIZON AND VISIBILITY DECREASED, THE INTERIOR LIGHTS WERE THEN TURNED ON TO FULL
BRIGHT SINCE DARK ADAPTATION WAS NOT COMPLETE, AFTER TRAVELING FOR SEVERAL MILES
NORTH THEY MADE THEIR TURN AND HEADED BACK FCR CHU LAI. AT THIS POINT IT WAS GEITw
ING DARK AND THEY WERE FLYING SOME 200 FERT OFF THE COAST,FATIGUE STARTS TO ENTER
THEE PICTURE BY SLOWING THE NIGHT ADAPTATION OF MR HOLDITCH AMD MAKING HIM LESS Ae
W/RE OF HIS INSTRUMENTS AND FLIGHT PATH. IT IS COMMON OVER WATUR AT NIGHT TO LOSE
DEFTH PRECEPTION SINCE THERE ARE NO VISUAL REFSRENCES, AMD I THINK THIS OCCURRED IN
TEIS ACCIDENT. ALSO OF NOTE IS THAT THE ALTIMETER WAS SET TOO LOW AND THIS WOULD
HAVE RESULTED IN THEM FLYING MUCH LOWER THAN USUAL, /S THEY CONTINUED IN THEIR
SLOW DESCENT, THE AIRCRAFT CAME CLOSER TO THE WATER WITHOUT TIE CREW BEING FULLY
AWARE OF THIS. AT AN ALTITUDE OF 20 TO 30 s THE FILOT FINALLY REALIZFD THAT

HE WS TOO LOW AND GAVE A SUDDEN PULL BAC 5 ON THw CYCLIC. THIS DROPPEID THE
TAIL AND IT STRUCK THE WATER ARD BENT THE TAIL BOOM UPWARD, TUHE TAIL BOOM WAS
THEN CUT OFF BY THE MAIN ROTCR BLADE, THE AIRCRAFT CONTINUED FORWARD AND ROLLED
AND LANDED ON ITS ROOF, THE DECEL'RATIVE FORCES CRUSHED THE COCKPIT ARVA FROM THE
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WOYEY ey ey oy
ROOF DOWIVARD AND CAUSED TUR 'rnmm ‘I‘O 'mm R, HOLDI"‘C‘II AND SFC TOVEY. P4
SCHNIEDGR AS THROWN CLEAR OF TIR ATRCRAFT DURING THFR ROLLING MOTIONS AND
EEHDERED UNCONSCIONS BY THE COWCURSION HE SUFFERED ON IMPACT WITH THR WATER,
DUT DROWMING CAUBED ITIS OEATH, H7, HOLDITCI AUD SPC TOVRY NOTH RXPRRIRHCTS Ion
MMBCLERATIVE TORCER DUT STUCR TITRY WORE DISTRIDUIND OVDR OHF BNTIF: Do0Y Tmy
WERE ITHIN HUTAT TOLERAVCED, I BRLTEVE THAT DOTH M W0Rm KHOCERD IMCOTSCTOwS
AND DITD CINTIEN LATER OF DRGUWING, SIICT TR DODING UNRER HO9T WXATIRD IV MB WiILE
STILL DT W6 AIRCTART, A DETATLUD AFATYAIG OF T THJURTHS IS FOL POSHTBLE,
MATERIAT 7 m,'mr YAS TTOD RVEN RULED QNT < f)‘ﬂ’T. ?"““LY AND CERTATH COMPOVTHDS UAVE
BEFN SUSMTITED FON ANALYSTZ ©0 LD DRTHRNTR THTS,

RECOITIMHDAT VONG &

CLOSTHR HMOUITORING FOB SICHS AHND SYMPTOMS OF PATICIW BY COMMANDERS AT ALL LEVELS.
THIS SHOULD INCLUDE WOT ONLY HOURS IPLOWY BIFY TOTAL HOURS WORKED AND EVEN BRHAVIOR
GIIANGES.,
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