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cvidanoe to detemaing poounicyy liability. The cole purpuse 9-1' thils ctadoen nt
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i, I.,_-’J.fﬂ,r, Fronk W. Shompaon, :.2.‘;;111 455 34 005"5,. iE 1\19685*2}#; 5% 4 Truno~
portation Dotsalrwent, B Tropp 2d Jgdn 171—1‘1 Crvy 1015% f:i.ruzmd ivi'z;i.on;

AQ SE 96303, muke thls siatement cq_x_mc:muu; the crosh of & U \3}1; lwl...copuer,
SH 67 17694, ond i:.:.c;rﬂitm of i_nformt:l_.on izr.si:«.-d Fox by the pm:aidant\vi tho dn-
fe:;tigxtton Posady liost of this . tu.‘h munt 1w based only on m;uunp‘t\ ong On

ny party bused on By oxpoasience. 1 utt..rtud CLight sohwol. in Jomuary \19)4,

g ,L"f.uhlllu\ din J T 19).,, Wit gRouidod in Jamwxy 1"}6? by bhe aegaon Cu\mrv
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and ho recomoidiad ghat o wvalvor not he ,f_;r-mt; 4 for Ll.u:j‘ 11 fl‘ymn;' nta mm

I havo bumn aa: ov.{,u,mq, with airm mintemnoe an: uppw‘ raincr? ks tix\\“

to f1ight ;st..hlnl and hoave boen saedat: roee :J.i‘rw r oy ‘mctmimu; fimﬂ o"?‘th’
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2, M siveralt n o shdon haa beom as ‘»Mﬂi‘-‘i 1 ﬁhi" *\nit #ine? - ’
nov. A capnblo .::1;*:;:-; chial hra-,;: alunyrs boon fn ‘.i,ajm*d and (:nc'x sﬂ_?.-c:r: L4 Twn

always been modntaincd. I concldercd this alrenafl 4o bo dn top condition,

g0 much so that 1t hoo for the past few wesks beon whilized m nony oecoaclo
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Sy The ndght b-fore tids wropaty oruaind b s pouttEEBOREGAD NTRLE
within forty yurds of the mnint henco 0ffice, She toil rotor gpd bettexy
wvers renoy.d this same night o thod they eovld be takeh to 3954k Tronse
partalion Companty cakdy the Sollowin: meorning,

4o ’I‘hddﬂ,y vhe alvoralt orashed I depuei d al U720 howrs for Uump agle with
the Tegop Comiandery I cevivod back In e arec ab 199% hourgs &s moon as 1
arrived I v nebifled that I had o U 1C down ond the parbs were not avillable.
Yhe fochnieal inegepbor hwé not checked these poxts eni ho :n I spond an

hour or so chocking the hechnicel minusks and physicelly chiceking tho sdvoraft
yrior to going to choyy I asked how the PL wai movinyg slong on 67-17004. I
wies Infovmed $hat 4 fioel ©T wes bulng coupleted nd that e soon as chow
was over, thoy wvould ro~install the potts, «papons cna other geap and thet it
wopdd be resdy Lox o tost {licht bufore diwk, After chow cs nomely I checkod
thoe aleoymft cs thay yotuwchied so the proper crows would bo nosigned aud gut
the atadus of the cvivereli for the following day.

9 At 1050 hours I retumned o {he m.rain‘i:-.;n:fmmﬂ office prior %o roing Lo 9
meoting at LU0 howes, While at the mednicnonce office, G2 Molditel coma
frop vhe mees KAll ond apked 4f 694 wog wendy for flight, o wis told |

the piveredt voe rondy, e solld theb he vonted the erow ohiol on somoone Lo

ride with ime I undowsltood that the crew oblel woe at chows SiC Jovey told
BOMEOND to et his holmet and that he wos golng along to b oub of tho wpea lop
8 fow ndrmtos, I told th-m not to_ b gone long b_uc:a-j,uh;a -:;he_ oo

radiots had to be ,;::Lit in th sirersft. C-2 Holddich sald it ::ﬁul:‘; not_.'i;;:ls:-‘
long, weohably Qflly ?;I}i.l"ty sdnuhios, L owent on _toAmr meeting, ' not ure

of the Lime bub ppotnd 1910 howes I soev the adreralt U ke off.
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6o I wont book wthﬂight line and: thoucht no more abouwh the. aiceralt

Cultil arownd 2015 Lowrs vhen I veo hack at e meintensnoo office, . LIC Cont not
ificd mo thed the cdvornfd hid not returfed. I immediniely tidol ta culi hip an
the ixoop FH frequenoy atilizing tho FHC-2% ot the medntuumecs officw, with
neqative rovudtse.  BIC Cona sni I then wont %o oporaiion: mand 4041 peveral 4imes
to contact the edwerndt willd -ing tedl muhoer.  He did not wecelive

tn fnswer. e operstdone offiocee, CHY Livingston, was in the iopedioto
vieinliyy he immediarely. mvic o wamp cheok of owr f£lighi line end metuscned o
operutimm;. Whe Ureop Cemuandsr wae preparing to nake @ oleoly of  the

¥mown £lisht poditern ang acked ma bo oo along, we whilizod o Ulelll and veve

avar the axsoh eliht wvithin minubcs after boing adrborm.. Ve were unoble to
Joonta tho wroeshome becsusa 44 wis pome ono Jutsired yords off shore inm the

wubey ond It was davk by Ahds time.  Wo mearched all lmoun dons {liphé oooan

ol sgro aossdoted by soversl other alrciall In the sedroh. Ve peturned ot

- 05 houre whih only mgebive eoldin,

7. it arouwnd D610 Esour.a the following morning I was notified that the
pirevaft hod beon loostsd and that I was to go €6 the crosh nipght within
tm:nt,:f rinutes with the Troop Commander. hs cresned adreraft wee in some
%en feot of water. o orbiled the area, both high and low, for a long .criod
of {ime. The current hnd moved mun: pax‘tﬂ? the adrereft in o definste

' poettern. Onl/ ‘cm objoet way visibleo that did nt s-om 0 Lo & component.
“af 'tii aircmi‘t. T agkod 40 anyone rocognized tho four blue objects that
-werveln the water. The secend tine I asked, it gecmed to be everyones opinion
“thot the blue objects we o vrholatar meterial that ore in fact grar bub
':Lp-,mamd to be blus bacausc thoy were under water. After londing ¥ went to
the arew in & LCH and we hovered cluse asngugh to oane of the blue sbjeete

for me to deebls it &l o parschube thed had been euty or loon in b0 pleces.
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By When tho in‘-"ec.ti.gation board memberg. grrived ;gﬁggzqakqd vayious quastions,
I drew a mough sicetgh of the cresh site to include ﬂ_}g major aj,_'mmft‘, oOmy -
ononta and the divectlon the currzent hod moved may alreralt gomponenta, I
slso cvtated at this time $hot 1 thousht the aira-;::cz;.i"'i; hed hil o passchute

ond hat 1 beliovad 4 bo foaw pleces of this parachute wno in thé . gter

In the san ar o Pt $he curvent had movel thoe airc:nft cml onnta.

Fe L uns told By ona of the divors thot bolh i‘mﬁt seats of bhe afvecaft hod
brokan lovne from the {loor gpa were holl turned sidewsys in the cockrii. The
gsome diver sodd beth personnel In bhe Lyont wove willl lwlding the cylic aomtaeold
sticks il nad hwoken leow: fran the floor. Alter secing the alvcraft as 1%
uwhe being offlocded from thv bood T found $hat vweuy lidtle of th  above gould
be true, Doth gelu of sost Bolls Ll boen cub Yo romove the Loddes. in
aireralt seqt ducs nolt fwm nore bhon o few inohes with dhoe sead Bolts intoct.
ifigo. lety oylic coht:.‘_ul stink s broken from the floow from vhat npicored

to Bo o herd blow fren the revr, & Lfew inches from the floor. Also tiw leathar
hand holé on 'I:Im. Ledt door wan puiled apact,

10. An o the Wpo IR thet wes perfowmed gn the alrcraft tho duy 1% crashed

I have not saen an, of the adreradd rocoxds buecause th. boawl had sdeked

taom up and I oean only onegne thnt $he PO was perfvoned in $he nomal

nonnes willising orope madnjopnance procedureds

11, A to G2 Holdii:ah'm conAltion ab the dime of the arachs. IMor th. paat
six weelks hic norpel dey wes Trown Q700 hotuns 4o arownd 2e00 hours.  Thoe
quitiing time ab night varics vith letos than 2200 hours ooling sush nove
normsl thon en enxlier time, Mg was nommell flring most of the noon hour
pithor to or from on Xy for malntensnse of adverali ot fhe location.

I medintoly aftes chow at night he and 1 normally wore back on the Llight

line at 1715
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Whan he was late for chow because of a flight he normally wag out_ of tlm

nnintenance area. On.lj twenty or at the most- sbwenty {ive. m;:lnut.éa i‘ﬁr c;hou. e
ile told me on o nu.nba*‘ of occasions that ho was Just plain t:wed ell ovor and
Lt would toke moany da a of rest oy fron n,ircmi““ before lw could aonmider

amself normal, 1 hav loun in the n.:irornft .\ith hin iy himes snd

noticad that hile fl,,Jﬂ.{" t!wt his awaronass op at uenticn o h.L-n imsedlsta

sw::mmmim 8488 Bpneh nJ..Ll, 59 rm,ch oo that he i.rouldn't ansver the indcroom

on rnny odeasiong until hd.‘ TIAR W os*lled at o Ioude, 't;hm,n norml

convarantion tone. Through the sy no watior huu hot or how 1ittle wing

van  Dloving he onld go to nlec imnedistely after loying on the bed.
4t around 1750 hourn the dur of the crosh while hove ving from & poveboont

he hit the right synehronized clevetor on o Uil 1H, not bonding 1t baaly bub erough o

raqulre ah et:rm il rovodr,
12, As to hoo the ¢ c”i‘lwnu occwred I can only asmume, but 1 muld sy that

cards from shore ob an albi t's.c.l,‘ of

Al

he wes [1:ing south over the wnler | ity
N0t nore thin E:O’V‘{:n't,‘f’ five fert, with an alrs eed around mine Ly knobo.

vends belng to eloss vhen he notices a dblue yarachube he duve ho alrovalt

to e Lelt front, he struck the pamchuta wvith the moin rotor bBluden -and

ing the woter he st he'notnd Lo lc,vd. the a rcra[‘u. lie aid
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Just

not »dl videh becaune he lnew the pasachuie vould e mele s nosd controle

AL he polled n dnts 46 T nooume he attompted o level tihe sivcvall Do

cause B tnail Loon ia fletitonod along ite botlom all the way o the roos

and the baytton of the fuselage 1 struek both Crom the front and bodtoo.
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