





Establishing the Memorial

On July 1, 1980, Congress authorized a site
in Constitution Gardens near the Lincoln
Memorial for the Vietnam Veterans Memo-
rial thereby providing the prominent, large
parklike setting that the organizers had
hoped to find. That fall it was announced

that the memorial's design would be se-

lected through a national competition open

to any U.S. citizen 18 years of age or older.

The 1,421 design entries submitted were
judged anonymously by a jury of eight inter-
nationally recognized artists and designers.
‘On May 1, 1981, the jury presented its unan-
imous selection for first prize. The winning
design was the work of Maya Ying Lin of
Athens, Ohio, who at the time was a 21-year-
old student at Yale University. The following
January it was determined that a flagstaft

and figurative sculpture depicting fighting
men in Vietnam would be added to the me-
morial site. Washington sculptor Frederick

‘Hart was selected to design the sculpture of

the servicemen.

On March 11, 1982, the memorial’'s design

and plans received final approval, and
ground was formally broken on March 26.
Construction of the walls was completed in
late October and the memorial was dedi-
cated November 13, 1982. The life-size sculp-
ture was installed in the fall of 1984. On
November 11 that year, the President ac-
cepted the completed memorial on behalf of
the Nation. The $7,000,000 cost of establish-
ing the memorial was raised entirely through
contributions from corporations, foundations,

unions, veterans, civic organizations, and
more than 275,000 individual Americans.

Administration

The Vietnam Veterans Memorial is adminis-
tered by the National Park Service, U.S.
Department of the Interior. Address inquir-
ies to the Superintendent, National Capital
Parks—Central, 900 Ohio Drive, SW, Wash-
ington, DC 20242.
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