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e 1copte~ Pl ~t. Senators found an "Army-wide" shortage of such pilots, which "is 

overcome m Vietnam only by requiring them to perform a second tour involuntarily." 

LATEST HELICOI>TER STATISTICS 
u S. Arnn· helicopters. a kc_, . factor in the 

• finhtinu in \ "ietna111 arc prm·incr hard-
er than"' e\·er"'w knock do.\\ ·n. "' 

In the bst si.\ 111onths. helicopter opera­
tions ha,·e heco111e considerahh' safer. \1·hile 
sorries ha,·e increased both in. number and 
scope in keeping '' ith the L.S. build up. 

The nu111lier of a\·iation personnel killed 
1n hostile acrio11 h:1s rc111:1i11ed :1ppro.\i111areh 
the s:1111c despite :1 tre111c11dous build up i11 
per""111el. \ "iet Cong hits 011 C .S. helicopters 
h:1,·c decreased 11 per cent in 011e \T:ll". 

Conti11e11tal Arni\ · C:o11ll11:111d a1111ou11ccd 
in Septc111her that· C.S. :\ r111\· helicopters 
\1·ere hit :111 a1·erag-c of 011ce i11 each +I I 
sorries. T he anno~1nccd k1rncl; -do" n ute 
caused 1i_, - ground fire ":1s 011e helicopter in 
7,oX7 co111bat sorncs . In the tirsr h:ilf ol 1966, 
one helicopter 111 +50 C()lnlut sorries \\as 
do\\ 11ed ll\· e11e111\· tire. In other "ords. IX 
out of 19 ·helicopters \11t ll\ · ground fire re­
turned to base. 

Because 111"re than h:ilf rhc do" 11cd ships 
:ire recm·ered. the :Ktua l loss 1·arc "Js 011c 
helicopter in each 15 .599 co111bar s111-r1cs or, 
to put it a11mher ":1.'", .006+ per cent of the 
co111bat sorries t1m111 lost a helicopter. In 
the first half of 1966. 011h one ship in 16,700 
co111bat sorties "·as re11dered u111-cco1·cr:1l>ic. 
or .0059 per ce11t of the sorries 110\\ n \mt J 
helicopter, amounting to a satct\ 111L-rl':1sc 1>f 
.0005 per cent in one \Tar. 

These statistics arc based on studies ot 
:1ppro.\1111ateh 011e million sorries frrn11 J a1111-
ary 1, 1965 through .\la1· 31. 1965 :111d frrn11 
J a.nuar\· I. 1966 rl1rough . .\pril 30. 1966. 

The H 11ey 1n 11\"lng a 111:11orit1· of the 
Ar1111 · co111h:1t sorries in \" 1et11a1n: a\Tr:1ges 
three hours of grou11d 111a>ntc1L111cc for c1-cn· 
hour in the ai1~ 111 spite of rim .. -\r1111 shq.is 
ih· :111 a,·c r:1gc of 5 5 hours per lltllllth. 

\ 11 Apnl, . .\rn11· helicopters He\\ 12 t1111cs 
as 111:1ny combat sorries as the L .S. :111d \ "iet-
11a111esc Air Force co111l>ine<l. 
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MMY 'PILOTS NEEDED. "There are cer­
tain personnel shortages of key types, 
the most notable being helicopter pilots, 
particularly in warrant-officer grades . 

" This shortage is Army-wide and is 
overcome in Vietnam only by requiring 
. .. a second tour involuntarily. 

"For example, in October, 1966, there 
were a number of Army helicopter p ilots 
serving their second tour in Vietnam of 
which only a . . . few were volunteers. 

"Army aviators wh o h ad served in 
Vietnam in the 1963 and 1964 time pe­
riod are now being selected to se1Ye a 
second time." 


