
...... ' . 
. : ~ : ... l:· 
·,-:.:,,. >l' / '·'{' 

' ' 

November 29, 1967 





Cs . (C~ration~) when you .didn't ·· U . months · to go for me,'' he 
have any, give sou a dtmk: of says. "I've seen a little bit al­
water .from his canteen, let you· .. , ready and 'it m~kes me feel ,-dif-

. ferent. And :I know. I'll , see ·a .lot 
more before·· my time · here . is 
done.~ .· .. , · · 

Pitts was . · ·graduated . from 
Shreveport's Fair Park ·· High 
School in 1962, and went to Loui­
siana Technical · College ; in 
Ruston. 
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'SCOUT DOG AND HANDLER WATCH FOR 'VIET CONG 



.Rad.at 
Accents 

. s~d · 
. BONG SON .· . ..,.: The counter 

mortar radar ofthe 'lst.Air Cav-· 
. alry Division Artillery · stand 
poised against the sky, silently 
watching for mortar. rounqs · or 
other unidentified objects to 
cross their electronic beams. · 

"We can have a 'location com­
puted in less than 30 · seconds 
after something appears on the 
scope," said Warrant · Officer 
Robert Boatman, the radar 
maintenance technician. 

The high accuracy and fast 
response of the radar is due to 

. . the precision electronics of the 
machine and the integral com­
puter which l:\Utomatically gives 

·· ·azimuth and range of target. 
The quicli: re~ction of 'skilled· op­
erators is significant also. : · 

"We are always within 25 me­
ters· of the exact location of the 
target," said ·WO Boatman. 
"Each night check rounds are 

· · · fired to test the equipment and ·r 11 r· · · · keep the operators in practice: 
-~ a ',· .owers:.~- Our aCl!Uracy is good enough to 

·N~ ·p(~p_le~l . ::;~::;;~~a~r~~:~;v~it\~~·~s :V~~r 

F C 
· . .,,, Once an operator spots some­

·. ·.Or ranes :· >· _, .. thing, it is a matter of seconds 
· · ,r• · ·before he is on the telephone· to 
AN KHE -:-- The 1st Air :Cav. · · 1,1n- ·artillery fire direction center 

. alry Division can move huge ob- · :_with the data .- .The FDC sends 
servation ' towers faster. ·than . ·the data to the 1st Cav howitzers · 

·: .. !lnybody ' ii'\ · Vietnam . . · · · . • ·and ·counter mortar fire .. is on 
·· ' When · 65'.foot .observation tow- ·.:"the way. : ,.' · · · · · 
· ~rs had to be moved into · ene- . ·The crews . that . operate the . 
my territory, the division's pow- .radars ;. are · .small:· ·a section 

· erful CH-54 -Flying Cranes, pi- chief, a epuple..of. <>Pera tors; .,and : 
· · · loted by 478th ·Aviation Battal- · maiptepilnce personnel. The sec~ 

ion, airlifted them. into place in . ' tion·w .cros·s;tr;lined as much as 
the Marbl~:; Mountains •near . Da ·· ·'. .possible .. . to; ._pr.9vide maximum ·· 
Nang.)''''>·>,' /f';.".· ··/"'.'.c ·: :::_; . · .'.d~pth ,!~it~uOthe sectio.n. · , , .. 
-~\Th,e :: to~_ers&,;int.~n<Je~ , . fo.r;'.. ·: 0b~\,Y J'h_e.:.~:~.ts ;_ t_he,m,s~l ves are . air­
S1J,~~~··.a~. ~·· i\1·· !.!fil~~Q.WlJ:¥@.~~~. ·o'Q1l~J?r~~h ;.has,~ 1ts., own.·power. 
~ • ·r · .. oWYt~uie~n·~~~P.fu.ga-~;-~ . ." -~"'"' 
.territory and .secured into· place/ <,. where ... The ,be~t locations ·are 
some : fro·m . 40 miles away:-- The _·( those which'- ·provide an unob~ 

· .. :'com,plete.~;:h Qi>~rati9n·: 'took:·· 'one'. -~ ~t.ructed'- view ' of· ·the.· horizon. · 
d;iy . · . ···· •. ,,.,,,' -.:.• .. ':' · . • · -'' ·. ·· .. i-'.''"-".V,·"We .get ·exceptional use· out .. 
' ' "Norrr\aii~/· ~~ys 'c ~ p;t a .in ·:. of the seti;,'' :<;pntinued Boatman, 
Georg.e W :: ·Kyle; -' orie "of the pi~ . · who has:'·:f-Ound .'his experience · 
lots' '·oi:i th~ '· mISsion,, ,~;r•the · ::Ma-:.- "·. as an_.'i~structor,·; on . radai,:main- : 
rines and our·inen WQuld have :to ....- ,. tenance at- Ft .sm~ _,Ok!a-;'/.-to be · 
movef'.'.- these , . .to~ers , '·piece' . •bi /.:invaluable · .ih·;·, the.· hot' / hiim.id 
piece · and'.construCt. th ·irf'the'" ,.. ·:climate :of :V:ietn"<1m. ··"Since: 1· 

. UI,1secµred are~s. 'r.~ " · }lt>d ~t ,ha\r~/been fi·~re; · ·the sets _have 
,saved lots .·of ,time/':' .. :·;':.·~ -. ?~~J,~m-,>, !peen 91· .. per .. cent- :o-per.at1onal, 
' "l don't) think, .there~J-s:;:ariy:/': ~n~t ~.w.e gef:~!Y.~ .-·;times the .use 

. ~~~~1~}~~~~~~~f!:~~1~~~!~f ~;1,:;~~~fy~li_.·~~-e!:~.~t '.-E~·-,s.\_.'1;;t~?;.;,. 
:!~:1~9:.: c~:~k~~~~;;':!tA~~~~ - ·tsk .,, troo .- eis ---·-··----

Each .. tower was . se~ ·into · . pre, ,-.,_ "· Y ... :., , ____ p., .... _, .. 
pared holes or ,. a · foundation. f• ·d "C/ · 

. "Everything went smoothly,,.un- . In . ' 'ever 
. til we started 1owering.'Qnf;!·:tow- • · · · :· · ·b.' · .:.: >' ' 

· . .. , ; er . into ·a particularly, ::;'~al}dY . ': Boo uAfrap 
.. . r - ,ri :;>·:;·:J?.la~~·"Kyl!'ls~iq. '.'When~wegot ··. > · --I~,,~·:,: . ·. 
· .p,, · -.~near the '.groi,.nd, the backwash .. · G' - : : ' · · · 
) ·,·~,:; ~l"(rom ,the' Crane whippeQ . UP~-the BON SON .- ~kytroapefs . og,_·~,-

.. _. 'sand .and filled th& hole,'•·W,e' had,~~~he ~~t B.aUah~n, 50th Meehan­
': - :~.-~ :. ' to': bring' the/ fower ... back laterA~d?;~d•h~~~~~~:~hatl. ,uncol~r~~d ., !· ·· .. 

~ <f.: :r-. ,:,.,, after ·-the· hole:. h~d been ,..re<:fog! ;,.: ~f.:a.no~ .~!f' ;'\l, ., ~; ·: - ~- ~~. ·$~""~~ .~yer . . 
. :J?."10:ros- :.~.; · Th · · .

1
" ·ts·. 11. ,. · 

1
· 'J. ,,. -- •11 .,:·.:.booby.,i;rap11'- while ·on ·· a.· :sea~ch 

. ,. , .· ·,. · ... , .. ;.· e p1 o ·.a .se : a sma ·:·'.'., a.nd "d' , · d · · ·..!· ~ : ;,,. l.::;.. 
... t/· · house atop one tower, with aboµt.. ;' D , ".Tst~ .. - ,~1~1<>l\, J1.: ~~'.·f.~~~ 
.,. -·~r.;: ·; _.., ,·. one-inch leeway on.each side. '· ··" :,. __ am ra . . A~.a~~· ·" .4:;'. ';::: , . ·-

' ·· ' · Five towers,' constructed· in" .: .· C ~pany;)vas · Jµst fli~snmg 
the Ma· ble Mountains area earl-: ~;.Jtln~e "W~e,ks · of pa tro_l .m the 

. . . . r . · .. · . . ·.Crescent and Sandpit -a1 eas 
1er, wer~ burned,. qo~i:i by the · .. along the South.,China S.ea when 

e;;i'~~±~~if.f*-¥.-~:...;;;.:.,.....:....++--~'.'";"""+~+-~'.'""""~~:.;i;..~~,,,,...~~~:;f.;,,.......,..-_,....;N:.:.:or;:.:t:::h~.~V.:.1 e::t::n::a.:m::;·-e::s.:e....:.::A::rm:.::::Y..:_: _..::.:.__.::· .c.·a few of the· men spotted a body 
' ·, hanging from a ·tree. 

. Under close inSpe<itiori it fntn­
ed out to . •be a straw . dummy 
dressed in b1ack ·pajamas, .with 

- ·' ·· 

·.·· a fuzzy .coconut.· heaQ. · and seve-
. l'al Vietnamese--signs: Accorqing .. 

to tne in.tei;-pieter, · the dummy 
represented LBJ and the, signs 

, , contaiined · th¢ usu·al Viet Cong 
propagQnda:: ·~nown with Amer-

, ican imper.iaHsin and· aggres-
sion." · 

After cutting the dummy down 
several Qf ·the Cav men gathered · 

· ar.ound _taking piotures, when 
the he·ad fell off; inside it, hang­
ing from a ·crude fishhook was a 
Cm-Com grenade. · 

.CAVALAIR, 5 · 
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·· Looking For· Charlie 
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· ·. ·, .':' · : · ".'.~to By SP5 JOHN . WILSO.N 

... ,;A ·''P9f kef .. for .. Pq,kets 
if:f"'. 

1/9th Cav Blues .. / 
·.Travel •. FOst, . tight . 

·· CHU LAI-Sergeant Robert in north central South Vietnam. 
Earl Loving ls an infantryman . ~ecause of theii mobility, the 
who has spent five months in Blues were 'able . to . pull back 
Vietnam. But he has spent only from the· ambush immediately. 
one night in the field, ·away from Regular ·inf a·n try : 'companies 
a base camp. · were inserted .around the vil-

That's because Loving is a lage. The . next · liay, • the men 
member of one of the most un- ·. moved into the village in ar­
usuaUnfanfry units in Vietnam, mored personnel" carriers, kill-

: the "Blue'' ,..pl~toon of Troop B, · "ing. 40 enemy. , , · . · ._ ·· · .' 
1st Squadron. 9th Cayalry; 1st. "I've. been in· regular infantry 
Air Cavalry Division. . .?' • . units, and it's -' completely .. dif-

The ·"1st of ·the 9th" as the ferent over here;" said Loving, 
Air Cavalrymen c.all the squad- who spent· 18 months with Army 
ron, is ·the reconnaissance ·arm units · in Germany. before : com-· 

h .ing to Vietnam. 
of the division; Each of its t ree "This is a small unit, and · the 
air cavalry troops is assigned . ..,en are really tight with each 
OH-13 observation helicopters to ..... 

. seek out · enemy positions and · ·· other. Every one -of the men in 
UH-lB rocket-firing helicopters the platoon knows each other 
to destroy the enemy. · . and knows what the other guys 
: · The ·th·1·rd a· rm'· 1·s : the "Blue" . are like. We know the ·pilots and the officers, -too. · ·. · 
platoon-men like Sergeant Lov• "That's the kind of outfit this 
ing. When the helicopters find :·. is," Loving 'said . . ',These guys 
what looks like a significant . know· their job; they're . good." 
number of enemy, the infantry- 'Loving and his fellow · soldiers 
men are put · on the ground. had one unusual. experience in 

They ''travel light"-since they the new area, however. Their 
do not st<,ly in the field, ·they camp had · been set , up on a 

·carry only. the ammunition they beach near Chu Lai. On their 
need for the day. They can · fourth night there, a tropical 
move · faster than an enemy storm brought 75·mile-per-hour 
loaded with . gear and heavy winds and 17 inches ·of rain to 
weapons. · their area. All their tents blew 

Pursuing enemy forces in this down ·and all their ·ciothes ,were 
way; 'the Blues have touched off soaked. · 

· many· of the 1st Air Cavalry 'Di- Loving hung his fatigues out 
··:vision's biggest actions. Lov- to dry philosophically. "At least 
ing•s·· one night in the field came I've got ·a bunch,;·of.· uniforms, 
when his platoon ·walked into an and a home· of .'sorts'' here," he 
ambush by a North ·vietnamese · said. "Most :infantrymen don't 
Army· battalion near Due Pho, have this good· stuff.'' 
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