~in October.

‘area in which the:5th' Marine
) Reglment had been involved in

During the summer of 1967
alone, the Marines: reported kill-

"Cochise, and.
Swift, ‘ which

southern: Quang. Nam
are short ones, and .the Cavalr
companies that have: engaged

reported-them.to be well-armed,"
well-supplied; = and: extremely
well- dlsc1plmed

The Cavalry, alded by as
month’s -break in thexmonsoon
weather, ‘engaged the ‘NVA
forces in -three - major -ound
actions during the’ mon?; all.

a. A
b constructlon of; LZ in the eastern:section of the

Fhas® to- be J: ngen to

each of the actions, the enemy

. suffered ‘heavy. losses. ==

-one . battle, more Lthan 100 ‘in
each of the other.two.

s.Successes .

where

U.Si: ARMY PHOTO

oAn Alphu Company, 2nd Battullon, 12th quulry soldier
hecks ‘a Vietnamese village to make sure all the village is..
destroyed afler tukmg fire durmg Operutlon Wnllowo. :

\s7 an early -warning
:Originally.: a* small Spe-+
Cla‘.FmeS outpost, Tape canbe’ “uN" K HE _ The 1st Air - he traveled

Cavalry ‘Division’s, 1st Bugade,
== has' ‘many outstandmg Non-
Commisioned-Officers, but “‘few
have ‘the colorful background of ™
-a, skytrooper in ‘the 1st- Bat-,

ber of, The Oklahoma 45th, was
actlvated due to ‘the Korean
conflict, -Wright re-entered the
United~States "“Army. =

For the next.17 years; Ser-
geant Wright served thégArmy
. . in varied capacities.. He was: an:

“Intelligence Sergeant in: Japan,
an Operations Sergeant in Ger-
many, and an R.O.T.C. instruc:
tor -at three different institu-
-tions ‘in ‘the United- States. *
_In July, 1967 Master Sergeant
Wright joined the 1st of the 8th,"
as its Operations: Sergeant. Of
his assigment he sald
indeed a pleasure and privilege
 to be back in the best division
in the Arm), the 1st Cav 2

neton, .
‘to San Diego, Callforn;a, 4k
‘La Paz, ‘Bolivia and: final
Mexico' City, Mex1c0 ang
'ton Texas g

1945 he wanted
~much as.-he could to
country:*-So in that 7%
became -a Staff Officer™in the
iMerchant~ Marines, " and re-
_-.mained with them : unnl the war
X "came to a close. S

Wught“xetumed to the FBI
‘and remained. with the Bureau

.until’i1949." When $the National
Guard um,t that he /was a_mem-

% Master Sergeant Davxd L
"nght : Pittsburg, Pa., began -
“his mxhtary career in 1942, in

he - United "States: Navy. How- -
‘ever, ‘due ‘to-a medical ailment,

e wasi dlscharged wnthm six’
‘months. - : >
©“I want to do-more for my
.country, is:the reason Sergeant
Wright gives™for his joining the.
-~ Federal. Bureau of Investigation .
G (FBI) in 1943. For. two. )ears

ang was demonstrated recently-
when. elements=of ‘the %4th air:
ssaulted:intos ‘the. mountams—
valley
: Mustang, isj,inamed afte. t
‘Ast ni DS

Ll ey
&'&?m‘hv s

3rd Bngade Sets
Fast October Pace

: LZ BALDY—The Third Brigade  .of the 1st Air
Cavalry Division completed the: first month of Operation
‘Wallowa with a remarkable record: moving 125 miles
north in two days, starting offensive operations almost
immediately, and klllmg more than 700 enemy soldlers

. a :series of ' violent battles :
‘with elements of the 2d NVA
Djvision. -

- /ing-2,400° members. of ‘the divi-

the NVA on the" ground *have

brigade’s area of operations. In .

75 in.

wer.e_smmd_m_th_e__a_r.____
ilots of Troo B
(Continued on Bac Page) ;

It iss:

e

The Brigade moved: north in early October mto an’

 Three
VC‘ ina

‘‘three Viet Cong guer;l.as ,and, :
.their ammunition.': L o
On a cordon ‘and search mis-
“2sion by Company A, 1st Battal-
ion, 12th Cavalry, north of here,
“Sergeant Howard : Clark Jr.,

.. spotted a man and‘a woman run

from a house ta a nearby plg-v'
‘pen. As: he watched- another
man, who had been covering
their. exit dashed after them:

“I told the other guys to go
ahead . like nothing had hap-
pened,” Clark: said, “‘then we
circled back to' ‘check it out.”

Squad . leader:" Staff Sergeant

Edgar Baker - found one side of '’

:the.‘pen..built .up-.with a large

amount: .of dirt and covered with. =

i: boards. ‘As he investigated one’
of the boards came loase reveal-
ing @ 'small” tunnel"in the dirt."

““Then Sergeant Gary ‘Goetz,
took over and crawled in with
““a flashlight. “I was about ready
to come out when I saw this one-
guy’s foot sticking out from
“around the .corner,” Goetz re-
_called. “So I hit him on the foot
with: the - flashlight and ' each
time he, just pulled 1t in farther.
after ‘him,’% -

Decrdmg there must be- an
easier ‘way, Goetz crawled out
-~and pitched in a harmless smoke
grenade. ‘Twoof the VC came
out, but-the thu'd refused.

“We wanted him ahve >’ Goetz
sa1d ““so we -just took over en-
tlenchmg tools and dug him

Along thh the th1 ee detainees *
the hole yielded four grenades;
eight M-16 magazines and about
100 rounds -of ammunition and

one G-1 air mattress. -




passion has me cruelty-—Gentleness has confronted
“bestiality—Totalitarianism  has spit' in.the face of De-
mocracy——Commumsm (a:Rel) has. challenged Free En-

: = _a massive death struggle.(
2 Today as' never. before we need dynamlc, smcere'
Chnstlan living. -« :

] The theme of our Armed Forces Day was. Power for-

.Peace. 7

o Ma o b suggest-a-

'POWER 'FOR" LIVING Dynannic, God-glven regenera-

tion by His Holy Splnt ill- prov1de motrvatxon for good

and Godly living.. :

e must: ot only outproduce, outmaneuver, sout-

“outfight, "o

utdie the forces of evil-which oppose America today.

nor by Power, but by Spirit saith the Lord.”

searching for the answer to our dllemma of a oonfused and
fnghtened world B

_altmg
your: exlstence to have meamng and mterest

*ROSS C. WRIGHT
.Chaplain (MAJ)

y gazme show'ed the typxcal 1rate husband saymg'

: when people lose srght‘ (o)
those_ ¢dlff purchases must be paid fo
an( tha re“iilt osts_money. o

Dependlng on wha type
nade and who. the -seller is,

- your: good ‘name,
~of your. family. are ‘&t atake Protect
dit buymg w1sely :

. terprise to a duel to the death Both h \ié?mterlocked in’ -

ood theme for your life? It 1s:

art<~outpray—but outlive  and
A verse of Scripture reads as follows: “Not by might, |

‘Each sincere ‘American,. ‘indeed ‘our whole natron, is

Hail Bravos

'Specmllst ourth Class Carlos Torres (I)-and Specialist Fourth Class Luis Hiraldo are a hard run

team for the 1st Log Command, in support of the First Team. They proudly show off their

Puerto Rico flag.

esus Chnst through H1s Blble and’ through HlS Church,-
ave :your:soul, bless your hfe, and »make_

S0'ago;-a. cartoon that appeared in a na-

your rmhtary career.‘
‘gathermg patrols

_ (AFPS):

Omce, 1st’ ‘Cavairy Division™ (Airmobilé) ‘and ‘is_an” authorized Army publication. ' The
command- ‘newspaper is ‘printed.by ‘Pacific Stars-&. Stripes,. Tokyo, Japan.

: MG Jolm J Tolson
’Major William S. Witters =
: LT John Root

S SP4 Roger L Amaral

I'he CAVALAIR Is publlshed w ekly under the >uperv|slon of me |ntormmlon‘

pinlons expressed In_the. CAVALAIR ‘are: those of lls edltoriol staff. ond noff

2nd Brigade Initiates Projects

LZ UPLIET — In the fall of

each year the villagers of Hoai
~.-An and Phu My Districts pull
- out. their  shallow bottomed

wicker baskets and head down

v to the- fields%'rto harvest the rice
. Crops. -

In~ prevnous years nearly a

. quarter: of ‘their harvest would
“be taken from them by the Viet’

Cong - and a&dxstnbuted to VC
ese _Army
» readed¥t
collec yrswent around to’ every

housefin . the hamlets. collecting,
rice. Families that did not

ce would be required to

2 buy, beg;” borrow or steal it to -
ay the tax. No one was exempt.

sf.l‘hls year the 1st Air Cavalry.

“9nd. Brigade in’ “Phu

My “and Hoai An Districts.:
initiated ‘a  series’ of combined:
infantry -and. civic:action proj-

Vi 'tnamese

operations, o apprehend the
C L4

ax efficials.

ver, areas ‘being- harvested. -

‘panies along' likely “avenues of
approach :into vrllages and rice
fields " by * NVA™ or ' VC  rice

: Famlhes who live in - areas

= that ‘are most vulnerable to Viet -
.. Cong: attack being urged ' by
-:leaflet” and. loudspeaker mes-

sages’ from hehcopters to keep
:only- eneugh-rice to feed them-
‘selves for: hfteen days in ‘their

_homes.;‘and ‘ to: the "deposit. the

.‘remamder with friends and
i ive: m secure

The 2nd Brlgades 1st Bat-
tahon, ‘5th: Cavalry took ma]or

~control over protecting the rice

harvest in’:Hoai- *An - District,

“swhich  lasted" from - mid-Septem-

ber:to late October. The harvest
season in- Phu My began . in

¢ early November: ‘
" . The operations appear to be
An ‘NVA sergeant -
~whodefected recently told

successful.

STk i o e T e

in‘the hands of ‘the farmers and’

to keep it away from the Com-
mumst v,{‘frghtmg forces The. :
S mcluded

shadow govern: -
ncreased .aerial. survelllanee_ :

vArtllle v harassment and.
; nterdlctlon fire” over'.en e m Y-

“Night “ambushes by rifle com-

Cavalrymen that the daily food
ration for men in his unit had

been reduced "to one- thlrsi the

normal amount.

In most instances the unit was
kept away from the populace by
Cavalry surveillance helicopters
and artillery and infantry inter-
diction. When they did manage

To Keep Rice From Viet Cong

to reach the people of the ham-
lets, the sergeant said, he and
his men - found them . largely
unwilling to aid them.

In one small hamlet, a
farmer under threat of his life
flatly refused to pay the tax.
The tax collectors took him out-
side the hamlet and beat him.

Oth Cave

To -EmploylEXperhs |

CHU LAI' — Combining the
spirit and  daring feats of the
old-time cavalry with - the fire-
power-and swiftness of today’s

‘modern helicopters, the 1st Air

Cavalry Division’s 1st Squadron,

9th Cavalry continued
itself a one-of-a

0_prove

{ind,un t during

Qctober.

Demonstratlng thexr expertxse :

‘at employing airmobile tactics,

:the unit  killed 514 enemy .in

operations - during October, a

*National::Police »new: record for battalion sized

Field *Force .advisors holding
‘cordon and search and ‘“‘snatch” "

:Snook 139
Celebrates
1,200 Hours

t

umts_n_y_s_n.a_m
-“In the first 25 days of Octo-

BONG SON — Two years have
passed since Chinook Number
139 of the 228th Aviation Batta-

“lion arrived in Vietnam with the

1st Air.Cavalry Division.

In that span, the CH-47 heli-
copter, assigned to Company B,
"has registered 1,200 hours of fly-
ing time, maklng it the highest

ranking “snook’’ ‘in the division.

In"addition 1,135 combat hours

'-have been logged by ““139”. :
‘Altho_ugh the Chinook is the

oldest aircraft in the battalion,
it has presented only a few. of
the problems encountered in
everyday use. During a current
inspection and overhaul of ‘the
ship—at the end of its twelve-
‘hundredth-hour—it is .scheduled
to lose the few more remaining
parts it had upon arrival in Viet-
nam in. 1965.

Three different crews have
manned ‘139’ in the perform-
ance of its assigned missions.

‘Bravo Troop, 1

ber, . using the Air Cav tactics,
specificially those .of-the 1st of
the 9th,” says Lieutenant Colo-
nel Robert . Nevmo, 1/9th
commander, °‘‘has ‘caused ‘the
local Viet Cong in the Chu Lai

. area to put away their weapons

and uniforms and go back to
farming or fishing.” Lt. Col.
Nevins told of the. accomplish-
ments of B Troop, currently
working in Operation Wallawa
with' the Americal - Division,
north of Chu Lai. -
Duringithe month of October,
8 Troop.of the.lst Air Cav,
commanded by Major .Louis E.
Beasley- killed ~246 North.:Viet-
namese Army:soldiers‘and 104
Viet Cong in operations centered
in the coastal plam area near

: Tam Ky.
. The Troop, broken down into

four platoons, gunships, observa-
tion helicopters, -infantry with
its' own organic ‘lift ships and
headquarters,. ‘had only 12
friendly WIA in ‘the action.
Often, the “vulnerable aircraft
are only five feet off the ground,
looking into holes, bunkers and
‘sometimes enemy guns.

In the biggest day.of the
month;, the troop killed 53
enemy, disrupting an’ ambush

“and capturing ‘seven renemy.

Lt. Col. Nevins commented,
“They - have ' ‘also -taught the
enemy it is extremely unhealthy
to shoot at helicopters and to

-hang their uniforms out to dry

on the hedgerows. Bravo Troop
has shown the ‘enemy in that
area that ‘the Cav is not to be
messed with. The Air-Cavalry
concept is again' proving itself
to be. the best for this type of
warfare. An outstanding record
and a tremendous unit pride
have forged towthel to make
st of the yth, an
outfit to reckon with.”




Pltts now has a dlfferent job.
He ‘carries’ a rifle'for Company
D, : 1sti Battalion, :7th - Cavalry,’
Ist Air Cavalry Division: He:has-

R DJ in Shreveport 22 h
"“recalled,-‘‘and I was with* what
we call .our ‘MOR ' station in '''me with a jeep convoy that came
“~ Rusten. That stands.for middle--; from An Khe up here’’—a trip
-of-the-road. ‘We played balanced” ' that took: six days. “I' got to
tuff, ic; appeal to every- - see a lot of the people, and a

“ “When I got here in . early
- October,” he recalls, ‘“‘they put

found Vietnam strange, surpms-‘-[:

'low, the. kind iwho’d give  you:

lot of the country, and they re
--hoth ‘just ‘wonderful.” AHSEA
' ‘Bob Pitts was.in Vletnam a

8 \-month before he :was fired on.
+He' didn’t see-an:enemy soldier

during  the whole'time. He ‘be-
‘came.. a ‘combat’ yveteran. one
night when'a mortar shell landed °
near his tent and killed a friend:
of -his, a :man’who: had come to
‘Vietnam with him;

..*He was a. happy -go-lucky: fel-

Cs (C-rations’) when you didn’t
have any, give you a drink of
water from his canteen, let you

read. his "Stars' and Stripes if

_you: didn’t have ‘one. The morn-
"ing 'before he was killed, we sat

and talked about bemg on the:

plane going home‘,) and how it
would feel.”

Bob ‘Pitts still has the quiet
~ voice 'and easy manner of a
_disc jockey. But he feels him-
self changing. “There are still

11 months to go for me,” he
says. ‘“I've seen a little bit al-

‘ready and it makes me feel dif-

ferent. And I know. I'll see a lot
more before my time here is
done.”

Pitts was graduated from
Shreveport’s Fair Park High
School in 1962, and went to Loui-

siana Technical College ' in
Ruston. .

L7 BALDY — When the lst

.= Air:Cayalry Division’s ‘5th Bat-:

tahon,~7th Cavalry: was ordered_
0

“5th Battalion, 7th Cavalry
the~ men have _had .hat;th

losed dow nipar opened up on: lhem. o

avalry Divmon, dush ucross'

S pply line'
kept. the

“LE MUSTANG — A group of
13 Vietnamese ranging" in age
from ‘two to 80 walked the three
iles from a’ dark,’ dank cave
‘where they had been hiding for
+9:months to the perimeter here
~and asked that the ‘‘Chieu- Hoi’’:
passes ‘they clutched m theu'
ands' be" honored.’: ;

supplied b
tes:-Convoys moved sup
ra _‘.Chu Lai, and’ he

ain. force Viet Cong,: five re-
ired  hamlet guerillas, -the
idow of a guerilla,’ her  five
‘children’ and her -80-year-old
other, -

he . wxdow, grandmother, and
hildreri - were . classed as m-'.

“They fl through ‘un ehevably
ocent civilians.

bad ‘weather" to:keep supphe
1 he.C

ad not taken: part in:combat
perations ‘since late 1966, after
the 1st Air Cavalry had moved

ove. was.: given, :
ay was being: i rades ‘had been wiped . out .in

~"these " operations, they said.

he guerillas said that they -

: Refugees had been .moved out
of the An Lao, the area had be-
‘come a freefire zone, and: they

'» thought it best not to flght any-
““.more. "

Later they saw North Viet-
.namese-Army ' soldiers- in the
area.. They 'knew it 'would only

* be a: short while before the 1st
“The party. mcluded one retrred. 7

Cavalry would~be-back ‘in the

area after the NVA,: they said.’

To avoid the Cavalry again, the
guerillas -set ‘up a:kind of VC
-0ld Soldiers home:in the cave
near the village Hung Long.

* They' stayed there nine
months taking only: short trips

- out of their cave home to gather

food from nearby irice fields.
One of the retired guerillas. told
Cavalrymen that he‘had been a
Popular Force troop, later de-
fected ‘to the VC, became: tired

of the VC and hit upon .the ac- *
" thing from sewing to political

tivity he really en;pyed in life,
‘cutting hair.

Phan Thiet Aids
Chieu Hoi System

PHAN THIET—Chieu Hoi,

_ translated, means ‘‘Open Arms.”
: Since the program was adopted in Vietnam during 1963, more than
.-75,000 Viet-Cong and sympathizers have defected to the govern-

ment. More than two-thirds of these have been armed enemy sol-
diers, It has been estimated that with the present kill ratios, some
3,000 U.S. and Vietnamese hveskhave been saved by the defecnon

.of the VC.

‘and Malaysia. Using the same’
principle, the Vietnamese have
had great success with their de-
fection program. The defector, .
or Hoi Chanm, is sent to a re-’
habilitation center after he has -
been interrogated to determine

i.whether any useful information

is to be gamed There is a Prov-
incial Center in each of the 44
-provinces,* and four Regional

.Centers located in Da Nang,
* Pleiku, Bien Hoa and Can Tho.
. The National Chieu Hoi Center,

located in Saigon, can facilitate
4,000 returnees a year.

: ! %
prov;de facrhtres for interroga-

" above that afforded by the Prov-
“incial ' Centers.”” The 'National
Chieu Hoi Center maintains spe-
cial facilities for interrogation

The Provmc1a1 Centers ofier_.

- sire to fight. aggression and help
: Joined th

political . and vocatienal ;-

* training at a qualitative level - t0 Headquarters and Headquart-

of Hoi Chanh in depth, for voca- i
“tional: “training®and‘. political .: ing to Toves: .

orientation, and for ‘utilization

- of returnees for psychologrcal_;:

‘operatxons purposes.” “° %
In Binh Thuan Province, . the

2nd Battalion, 7th Cavalry.
Although the two organiza-

tions are not officially connected, . -

their operations are often re-
lated. The strength of the Cav-

The open arms program was ongmally tried in the Phlhppmes

Brothers
'Reunited
In An Khe

AN KHE—Until this year,
Sergeant Jose Toves hadn’t seen
his brother-in 12 years.

In 1951, Jose, with ‘“much ado
about nothing”’ except a de-

free . the wox;d of oppresion,

to Vietnam and was assigned

ers Company, 1st Battalion, 5th
Cavalry, 1st. Air Cavalry: Divi-
sion,” a dxvxsion renowned for

many heroes and miracles
in and out of. the freld accord-

Unknown to Jose, his’ younger
‘brother Roque .an Army Ser-
geant, came to. Vietnam during

““August, 1967, and he too was as-

" Chieu Hoi Center is located in = signcd: to the ivisiops Hop two

Phan Thiet, the capital and'also
the center of operations of the X

months Roque: lived just down
the road.  from Jose.  Finally
Roque heard mention of another

“"Toves and he went to the order-

ly room of HHC, 1st Battalion,
5th Cavalry, to hegin his search
for the other Toves. There he

- received the best and biggest

alry has been a. major. factor, ..
inducing the VC to give up their "

arms and support the' govern- .
ment, while the intelligence in--

ful in the 2/7th Cav’s operations Sp ' der H o’ e
against the enemy forces. Since: .

Uncovers -
3 Charlies

formation obtained from the
returnees has proven very use-

the Binh Thuan Provincial Cen-
ter was opened in July of 1963,
over 1,500 Hoi Chanhs have been
rehabilitated back into Vletna-
. mese society.

The center ‘is equipped to ac-

- commodate 150 persons. Their

stay is usually about two months
and they are educated in every

indoctrination.

‘a
for: the troops in’ the fleld

na until a relocation of alr lanes

requlred their removal.-
#2"Felling wouldn’t work because
,of the ‘close proximity of build-
~.ings, ‘other antennas and com-
.munications lines, and the poles
‘couldn’t be lifted out thexr full
gt \ .

- Lieutenant Charles W.- Bowman

""'r'-_;Antenna Po

lled. A :
Led by pl-a-t-oon Leader'.j F_irst :

Cunningham, the engmeers ap-*

plied ' tall-tree lumber packing
skills ‘to the task. Specialist five
Theodore Dzierzanowski got
. first crack as he scaled the full
. 80-foot length with~a 100-foot

line, secured it to the pole tip,

and scaled back 20-feet to cut

in the desired direction of fall.
Completing - his* cuts through
the two-foot diameter pole with

les Go Tumbling

+the hand saw, he returned to the

~ ground and safety, allowing a

pulling crew to yank the weak-

‘ened section for a smooth sepa-

ration . and safe landing.
Section by section, the poles

_were removed in a safe and *

-8 V-shaped notch ‘in the ‘pole “‘orderly manner allowing the:

‘Skytroopers unrestricted access - -

to -their airlines.

surprise of his military career.
He discovered his brother Jose -
was, at a forward landmg zone.

BONG SON—You never know
what you’ll find in a spider hole,
says a 1st ‘Air Cavalry Division
soldier from the 1st Brigade
after he flushed out  three

. Charlies while on his way to
v‘-vchow.

Sergeant Howard Clark, Mem-
phis Tenn., a squad leader in
Company A of the Brigade’s 1st
Battalion, 12th Cavalry, was go-
ing to chow some 12 miles north
of Bong Son, when he spotted a
large hole. °

Clark sauntered over to the
hole, dropped in a smoke gre-
nade, and out came three Viet
Cong guerillas, All had been -
wounded in a previous engage-
ment near Lieu An, four miles
to the west.

CAVALAR 3






“the mountain:
- Uplift, and
Battahon, 5th avalry was gomg
“in. on.an air:assault,: to deny
Charhe ‘his sanctnary_ S
The rocket*-shlps peppered the ;
area _with’ screaming: missiles.
M1m -guns - roared.and" saturated
the surroundmg ‘rice’ paddles_w
wrth protectlve fire. The enemy

the Huey :
the Tice paddies like giant m,
“Aj ; :

. leaped - from’ the ' hoppers "and’
f}plashed through,the water -0

v».>"\u

? £

“'ca, a ‘squad- leader,.was m ‘the

lead chopper As'soon as he-and
he:: ground,the

- moved: out -in front of the com
: pany‘*Cmcca was on the poin

“I have ‘heen walkmg ‘point
for two days," Ciocea said. “All
.-my men_are to ‘short’ to walk
point; so’ I do it.”" Clocca,"_._h
less :tha;
“himself;

grass... They=‘found:*the
_After tvt:ienty minutes Sgt.

‘s»aved lots ‘of txme'

. world that could have performed

Tall Towers

No Problem
For Cranes

AN KHE — The 1st ‘Air:Cav-
alry Division can move huge ob-
servation towers faster than

¥ anybody in Vietnam.

‘When 65-foot observation tow-
ers had to be moved into: ene-
my territory, the division’s pow-
erful CH-54 Flying Cranes, pi-
loted by 478th Aviation Battal-
ion, .airlifted them into place in
the Marble Mountams near Da

terntory and secured into place at
some: from. 40 mxles away.’ The

“Normally, says Cap t ain
George W. Kyle, one of the pi-
lots ‘on 'the" mission, ‘‘the -Ma-
rines and our men would have to -
move: these - towers  piece by
piece and construct them in the
unsecured - areas. i

other hehcopter m ; the “free -

“this mission,” added Major Eld-

wridge W. Brock; 478th Aviation:
. Battalion commandmg officer. ..

Each tower was set-into pre-:
pared -‘holes or .a foundation.
‘“Everything went smoothly: un-
til we started lowering one tow-:
er into a  particularly sandy

-place,” Kyle said. ‘““When'we got

ear the’ ground the backwash

_The pilots® ‘all” ‘set~'a” small’
house atop one tower, with about

. one-inch leeway on. each side.

Five towers, constructed in
the Marble Mountains area earl-
ier, were burned down by the
North Vietnamese “Army.

: Specrallst Four Rlchard Rlvera,
-San: Juan, Puerto Rico,
‘Specialist ‘Four Gary Krastz,
'Corpus ‘Christi, Texas, opened
up on the enemy with their
machine guns as the enemy sol
diers returned fire.

Circling the area and. placmg
suppressive fire on ‘the enemy,
the scouts accounted  for six
enemy -KIA. Artillery and -an
air strike accounting for six
more enemy  killed were later

: *'Hovermg along a 'stream bed
“for -about, four miles “while fol-
lowmg ‘the  trail through’‘rocks
nd sand, the Cavalryman'final- -
ly hit-pay dirt’’; 15 North Viet-:
(NVA) _soldiers  sitting -
around -a~ “campfire."““The 'sol- i
.dxers -just sat there and looked
up._ at-us for a-split’ second and
" then: started running every-
where > Johns said.
'Bcoth “helicopter

techmques .that Indxa_ S
for the: old-time’ ‘Cavalry,

._gunners,

and

. mets,

NVA So’ diers

called in when the scout team
-was. forced to withdraw. due to

'_mtense enemy automatlc weap-

ons fire. )

Nine NVA packs, some hel-
.and part of a mortar
were found later at the location.
. “It was just like tracking rab-
bits back in Illinois,”” said Ry-

- bolt, “‘except the rabbxts dont
shoot back.”

‘booby trap ,
-and “destroy- mission : near the
I'-;Dam Tra-0: Lake.

‘around taking pictures,

Radar
Accents
Speed

"BONG SON--— The counter
mortar radar of the 1st Air Cav-
alry Division Artillery stand

‘poised against the sky, silently

watching for mortar rounds or
other unidentified objects to
cross their electronic beams.

‘“We can have a location com-
puted in less than 30 seconds
after something appears on the
scope,” said Warrant Officer
Robert Boatman, the radar
maintenance technician.

The high accuracy and fast
response of the radar is due to
the precision electronics of the
machine and the integral com- -
puter which automatically gives
azimuth and range of target.
The quick reaction of skilled op-
erators is significant also.

“We are always within 25 me-

- ters of the exact location of the

target,” said ‘WO Boatman.
“Each night check rounds are
fired to test the equipment and
keep the operators in practice.
Our accuracy is good enough to

‘register artillery batteries when
.an aerial observer isn’t avail-

able.”

Once an operator spots some-
thing, it is a matter of seconds:
before he is on the telephone to
an artillery fire direction center
with the data. The FDC sends
the data to the 1st Cav howitzers

‘and counter mortar fire is on

the way.

The crews that operate the
radars are' small: a section
chief, a couple of operators, and
maintenance personnel. The sec-
tion is cross-trained as much as

~possible .to" provide maximum:
‘depth. within the section.

The sets_themselves are air-
ile, e its own power
eﬁﬁahd#c*a"hiﬁe‘mlaced

DUTC!

structed  view' of ‘the horizon.
‘“We get exceptional use- out

of the sets,” continued Boatman,

who has: found ‘his experience

as an instructor on radar main-
terance at Fi. Sill, Okla., to be
~;invaluable
. climate of ‘Vietnam.

in- the hot 'humid
“Since: I
have ‘been here, ‘the sets have
been 97 per cent operational,
‘and .we get fiv -times the use

from a _oet a .vae dld m the
Skyfroopers
Find Clever
'-Booby#?Trap

BONG SON — Skytroopers of.

‘the lst Battalion, 50th Mechan- -

.‘have uncovered

' C Company. was_just fumsmng

“three weeks 'of patrol in the
“ Crescent
_along the South China Sea when
. 'a few of the men spotted a body
. hanging from a tree.

and Sandpit aieas

Under close inspection it turn-
ed out to be a. straw dummy
dressed in black pajamas, with

- a fuzzy coconut head and seve-

ral Vietnamese signs. According -
to the interpreter, the dummy
represented LBJ and the signs
contained the usual Viet Cong
propaganda: ‘‘Down with Amer-
ican imperialism and aggres-
sion.”

After cutting the dummy down
several of the Cav men gathered
when
the head fell off; inside it, hang-
ing from a crude fishhook was a
Chi-Com grenade.
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. where. The best locations are
“those which provide an unob-



CHU LAI—Ma]or Lewxs B
. Beasley; has led*Troop~B, 9th
Cavalry, 1st "Air Cavalry Divi-
sion, into "a new fighting ‘area
and new, -spectacular ‘successes.
‘Under Maj. Beasley’s: com-

—'..,; ma‘nd the troop, an element the

size . of -an infantry . company,-
killed: 96 Viet - Cong during: the -
first ten .days  of ' Operation
Wallowa, conducted by the' 1st:
~Cav’s 3rd Brigade. No one'in B .
Troop was killed and: only .one:
~man injured during:that time,

: ‘LZ. ROSS—deneral lellam.C
Westmoreland

’Ross, sthe party toured ‘the land- .
~ing zone deep:in enemy-infested
Quang: Nam' Province,: makmg-

) the: ‘general’s<'vis

commander of 3

“‘ation’ Wallowa area, where the
j‘Cavalry,'_,s 3rd Brigade replaced
. Marine:units. It was well to the

‘totally unfamiliar ' with the 1st'

ee 1mpressed with the posture. :_.

Beasley, a’ skxlled pllot whose
own ship accounted for :nine ‘of:
the kills, took-over the troop last
May. The troops of ‘the “‘1st of
- the 9th’’ are virtually unique
“within® the ‘Army. They employ:
ithree ‘teams to attack the
enemy: a ‘‘White’’ team of scout’
helicopters whose job is'to find
enemy positions, a'‘‘Red’’ team *
of rocket-fu-ing helicopters whose
_job is “to: bring ‘heavy  fire
on the ‘enemy, and a “Blue”
team of infantrymen ‘whose ‘job
is to . brmg enemy umts mto !
combat»» RS :

“The 1st of the 9th operates as. ..
a reconnaissance unit for the 1st
- Cav, and Maj. Beasley’s ' troop
has operated in some of the most = ' ..o
~dangerous areas of the war. For .,/ ... ;{
three months, the: troop was '
deployed near Duc’Pho, where
Beasley took command.. There,
-the troop killed 471 enemy dur-:.
ing three months of mtenswe
flghtmg

In early October, Beasley
moved his men into the Oper-::

Looking For Charlie

A Blue shlp from Bravo Troop of the 1st of the 9th prepares to insert troops mto artil-
lery-pocked rice paddy landing zone near Chu Lai.
“Cay’s Thirdi’Brigude in Operation Wallowa.

‘Dodges 50 Cal. Fire

“north of the Cav’s old area near
Bong’ Son, and Troop B was,

able to surprise an enemy almost CHU LAI-The OH13 scout

helicopters of the 1st Squadron,
9th Cavalry are on the lookout
for. anythmg when they g0 on
- reconnaissance missions.
‘But they-don’t usually try to
fly right over the barrel of an
enemy 50-caliber machine gun.

..of the 9th’s spectacular tactics. ;.
" The troop’s pilots prefer, for-
instance, to fly “‘on the deck,”
barely above treetop level: Tt
permits closer observation - of
the ground, and reduces the
“amount of time ‘a helicopter is
exposed to enemy fire. -

" *We' call anything between 10,
“and. 1,500 -feet the ‘dead man’s :
zone’, h Beasley said. “It’s there
““that sma_ll -arms fire can be:most -
effective

. Warrant Officer Joseph Ra
 pilot with Troop B, Tst Squadr n

miles  south of Da Nang.

The OH-13fis a tiny two-man
hehcopter wfth a glass cockpit.

That’s whai happened to Chief :

th Cay, in Quang Nam Province!

A 50-caliber, which makes a

_bullet hole as big as a man’s

fist, can make the ship’s oc-
cupants feel very uncomfortable.
That’s -how Rawl felt when he
saw the bullets go past him.
Rawl climbed out of range
immediately and brought more
firepower to bear on the machine

Rawl has had plenty of chanc

- to make enemy soldiers equally

unhappy as Troop B helped
elements of the 1st Air Cavalry
Division move into a new area
of operations north of the Cav’s

‘On' a“‘general “reconnajssance
near the village of Que Son,
Rawl saw two armed uniformed
enemy soldiers trying to'run to
bunkers. He shot them. More

" @igld -areaﬂgmundkBong SON, iy q.mg in.,

Photo by SP4 ANDREW RUST

ravo Troop is participating with the

OH'13 Sparks B Troop Hunt

enemy came out from behind
rocks and trees, trying to get to
their bunkers before the heli-
copter spotted them. Rawl’s
chopper accounted for six enemy
that day.

Another day, Rawl found three
enemy moving along a trail, and
shot them. The infantry platoon
of the 1st of the 9th was put
on the ground to pick up the
weapons and gear of the dead
men and found more enemy con-
fronting them. That' find led to

. 15 VC Kkilled.

In the first 10 days of operat-
the.new..AO, Rawl’s: B
Troop - killed' 96 enemy:’ without
losing any of its own men.

Rawl, 29, has been in Vietnam
for more than six months of his
one-year tour.

1/9th Cav Blues

Travel Fast, nght !

_ previously, ‘the helicopter pllot
dvi fly :their shil]:‘

ani
named Spunky who. de(ecte
th  VC a month ago, brok

fying in ‘ambush, dropped their
weapons. - and surrendered

occupied area a‘month ‘ago in

~‘the Bong Son Plain. The young
. dog already has eight combat
»._air assaults to his credit.

"His. owner, . Lieutenant ‘Frank -
= Estrada, is:a platoon leader in*
= -Company C of the 1st Brigade’s.

-~ 1st Battalion, ‘12th Cavalry, cur-'
- rently conducting combat opera- -
“tions - along. the: central Vxet-'
namese east - coast : SR

‘Upon being * detected by ﬂxeh
,-three Viet Cong who were.

“Spunky “was: found :in.a VC:

the mountainous region north of -

z el Pho‘lo By SP5 JOHN WILSON

A Pockef for Pockets

Sk

First Lieutenant Peter Wcikms of the‘ d|V|$|on s 1st Bat-
talion, 12th: Cavalry and his pup, Pockeis, take time out
during a sweep of a Vietnamese village. Pockets goes every-

’-fv'vhere with the infantryman riding in his fatigues.

CHU LAI—Sergeant Robert
Earl Loving is an infantryman
who has spent five months in
Vietnam. But he has spent only
one night in the field, away from

a base camp.

That’s because Loving is a
member of one of the most un-
usual infantry units in Vietnam,
the ‘‘Blue’ “platoon of Troop B,

Air Cavalry Division.

The ““1st of the 9th” as the
Air Cavalrymen call the squad-
ron, is the reconnaissance arm
of the division. Each of its three
air cavalry troops is assigned
OH-13 observation helicopters to

seek out enemy positions and

UH-1B rocket-firing hehcopters
to destroy the enemy.

The third arm is the “Blue”

platoon—men like Sergeant Lov:
ing. When the helicopters find

what looks like a significant
number of enemy, the infantry-
men are put on the ground.

They ‘‘travel light”’—since they
do not stay in the field, -they
carry only the ammunition they
need for the day. They can
move faster than an enemy
loaded with gear and heavy
weapons.

‘Pursuing enemy forces in this
way, the Blues have touched off
many of the 1st Air Cavalry Di-
vision’s biggest actions. Lov-
ing’s one night in the field came
when his platoon walked into an
ambush by a North Vietnamese
Army battalion near Duc Pho,

, st

in north central South Vietnam.

Because of their mobility, the
Blues were able to pull back
from the ambush immediately.
Regular infantry’ ‘companies
were inserted around the vil-
lage. The next day,: the men
moved into the vxllage in ar-
mored personnel carners, kill-
ing 40 enemy. 5

“I’ve. been in regular infantry
units, and it’s completely dif-
ferent over here,” said Loving,
who spent 18 months with Army
units -in Germany before ‘com-
ing to Vietnam.

““This is a small unit, and the
men are really tight with each
other. Every one of the men in
the platoon knows each other
and knows what the other guys
are like. We know the pilots and
the officers, too. g

“That’s the kind of outfit this
is,” Loving said. “These guys
know- their job; they’re good.”

Loving and his fellow soldiers
had one unusual experience in
the new area, however. Their
camp had been set up on a
beach near Chu Lai. On their
fourth night there, a tropical
storm brought 75-mile-per-hour
winds and 17 inches of rain to

- their area. All their tents blew

down and all their clothes were
soaked.

Loving hung his fatigues out
to dry philosophically. ‘At least
I've got a bunchof uniforms,
and a home' of sorts”here,” he
said. “Most ‘infantrymen don’t
have this good stuff.”



TUY HOA = Two' dxverse
close-range firefxghts by a unit

of the 1st Air’ Cavalry. Dwision:

has w1ped out five enemy sol-

diers’ and - uncovered: a plushf--
NVA (North- Vxetnamese Army)

cave complex . near. here.:. |

Whlle on a search- and-destroy : ;
mission, Company ‘D, 2nd Bat-_-'.

talion, 8th Cavalry, was shcmg

through dense ]ungle shrubbery e
““The ™ -

when “its 2nd~ platoon,
Roadrunners,” received: a. call
- to-investigate an area where two

OH-13 observation helicopters - |

had . kxlled or, wounded severa
'enemy :

They moved into the area, and‘

almost immediately spotted the
,'enemy. Captam Edison Scholas_

< of Atlanta “Georgia, D Company{‘
: .commander, took  several of his
men - and chased. Charlie - to a’

: Another ,‘.sduad led’ by ‘Ser-:
i '-,'geant Thomas' Wright, of ‘Hous-
ton, Texas, sighted: some. enemy

- soldiers ‘and- cornered’ them in: !
- a bunker. They' exchanged heavy

" fire. Wright and: Specialist Four .

David ‘Abraham;" :
+: gan,attempted to rush the bunk--
“er' but murderous :fire'drove:
-them back: several timesbefore

the ves,.

finding: sleeping qua
b b

beer; plus 2,000. rounds of ammo’
Mauser ~ rifle, carbine
2 oc}_xments medx_cal sup-

retixmed fire untll the enemya.
arch re-:
d-

NVA weapon

;M

AN KHE - Proving the ald/ ~'clearing operation near the vil-

: .bunker.'A -volley -of ; grenades;'

*Flint,” Michi= .

‘‘Roadrunner”’ grenades finally- s

shire, led “his- platoon throughv-

supply of home-brew:

Lawman Gets His Man

adage that 'a lawman always
~gets' his "man, a sharp-eyed
military - policeman "of the 1st.
Air Cavalry’s 1st Brigade foiled
- the attempt of three Viet Cong t
“camouflage their hxding plac
and escape detection. '’

- The “action occurred;; during a’

lage of Tuy An on the Bong Son
plains.”
H. Glatte, Hartford, Conn., whose
..platoon from the 545th Mxhtary
Police Company ‘is attached to

#the 1st Brigade, was given the
. mission "of . entering a small
. hamlet to pick up several civilian

- personnel ‘for interrogation.

First Lieutenant Horst -

Entering the village, Glatte
noticed an .individual trying to
hide in some bushes. Glatte
dashed to the area and spied a
small opening in the center of
the bush. .

Turning to get a grenade from
one of his men, Glatte was sud-
denly aware of a hand emerging
from the hole. As he watched,

 Foils VC's Attempt To Escape Capture

the hand pulled a cover over
the opening. Glatte placed a
grenade on the hiding place
hoping to blow the lid off.

The grenade did the trick.
Glatte raced back to the hole
in time to capture the original
escapee. along with two others,
All turned out to be Viet Cong
soldiers.

'Happy Hootch’

Red Cross recreuhon ulde Joan Crosby helps Skytroopers put the pieces together at the
'Huppy Hootch’ in An Khe. The men are, from. top clockwise, PFC Ralph Ruggles, SP4 Harold
and SP4 Ronald Raines. .

ta
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'LZ BALDY — In June he ar-
ived: in -Vietnam, and 'in ‘July
. they told David Adcock they had

mortar forward observer for: his

“ tough a job he’d taken on until

~Company C,. 1st Battalion, 7th

.‘Cavalry ran into an enemy com-

= pany and a daylong. firefight on

the South China Sea coast, 30
xmles south’ of Da Nang.
““When: the first enemy  shots

-« rang out, killing two  Americans,-

Adcock -was in an- open, .sandy
field along with ‘a rifle platoon
" ‘leader ‘and his radioman. 'Ad-
".cock crawled back to his own

wradxo and then: he crawled up
10 the platoon’s fmng line, be-

.:)-»h-fih', L

] g [e

“a new -job. for him: instead of:
being just another soldier in-the:
mortar platoon he would be the
1st- All' Cavalry. Dlvmon com- ..

pan
But Adcock dxdnt realize how :

P WA

hind a sandy bank at the edge
of the field.
Out in front, just a few yards

from the Amencan lines, were’

enemy positions so- well con-
cealed ' that they couldn’t be
seen.. Adcock’s job was to bring
-mortar fire in the vicinity of the
enemy positions, to keep rounds
exploding near them so that the
North Vietnamese soldiers
wouldn’t be able to get up and
fire: whenever ‘they wanted.

The first thing-Adcock did was
dig a ‘hole with -his hands. “I
dug like a dog, man.” Then he
got on the radio to the mortars.
“By the time we got them, they
had the ‘tube up and ready to
fire,” he recalled.-

‘Now Adcock’s job began — he
had -to adjust.the mortar fires,
spraying ‘them. over the enemy

Destroy Cav Complex'j'

~BONG. SON ‘Taking a break
‘_at the right ‘time and place net-
ted 10.North: Vietnamese Army

. soldiers: for-a: platoon. from. the

1st: Air -Cavalry ' Division’s 1st:
Brigade, .

omplex. :

‘eration.at Thanh:Son (1) on;the
northern*Bong ‘Son-

‘covered’ ‘a ‘cave.:

‘the cave,iwounding one:of the

causing six of his; companions to
SES SR 3 7S ¥

.During: a: search and clear op-u :

Plains, the;.
platoon:was taking" a:10 minute:
break on the side of a mountain
when a: curious’ Skytrooper dis-g‘

Several rounds, were fu‘ed into _

-North Vietnamese;isoldiers and
__Com mortar rounds.

surrender.
"Further searching revealed a

second tunnel with two openings, -

and after securing the entrance,

.. Staff Sergeant 'Chris’ Carnegle
and ‘resulted in: the = : -
.destruction :of an enemy cave -

entered the second. :
- Carnegie discovered ‘a large
rock obstructing - the passage,

“time he warned Lavine to leave

the area, and placed a-.concus-'
sion grenade in- the opening.. > -

Following the explosion, Lav-
ine returned again with his .45

stunned- enemy soldier,- plus :a
carbine with ammo andv10 Chx-

g

and noticed an .enemy: soldier
-crouching ‘behind it,: at- which :

positions if he couldn’t pinpoint

Ten Minute Bheak Nets Enemy

Carnegie also re-entered the
cave, and found another NVA,
whom he rapidly ushered out,
and while leaving, realized that
he was being followed by still
‘another . enemy soldier, who
threw a hand grenade. The gre-
nade killed Carnegie’s captive
and° wounded Carnegie and
.Lavme X

Aerial - -rocket artlllery was

“called in along with air strikes,

completely sealing off the under-
ground caverns and rendered

“the former complex useless.
cal. pistol, and brought out-the- -

“All Cavalrymen were from the
1st Platoon of Charlie Company
in the 1st Brigade’s 1st Battal-
ion, 12th Cavalry.

s Out How Tough
is Job Of "Observer Really Is

a target. But the battlefield was
covered with smoke that made
watching the impact difficult,
and with the enemy still firing,
sticking your head up to watch
mortar rounds land was not con-
sidered advisable.
Adjusting mostly: by sound,
~“Adcook * began . moving the
rounds about — four directly in
front of him, where an automat-
ic weapon had been firing, four

to his left, where a gunner had -

been shooting at another pla-
toon, now 50 yards in front of
his position, now 100.. - .

‘Artillery, rocket-ﬁrmg hehcop-
ters, and air strikes were now
beginning to saturate the enemy
position. with explosives. When-
ever they let up, Adcock pumped

in mortar fire, four rounds at a .

“time, letting up only when the

mortar tube got too hot to fire"

any more.

In the six hours his platoon
‘spent on the edge of the field,
Adcock called in almost 400
rounds of mortar fire. The hard-
working Company C mortar pla-
toon shot up rounds almost as
fast as the resupply helicopters
could bring them in.

Captain ‘Dennis Lenhart, the
company commander, said that
the mortar fire was a prime rea-
son his company was able to
keep the North Vietnamese sol-

_diers from.leaving the area of
the battle, and praised Adcock
as ‘‘courageous and competent’’
under fire.

Six hours after Company C
was first hit, an armored col-
umn rumbled into the area.
Company C advanced with the
armored personnel carriers over
the enemy positions. On the bat-
tlefield . were the bodies of 107
North Vietnamese.

-of Qui Nhon,"

Congrats Serg
Oops | Mean
Lieutenant

LZ ROSS — *“‘Congratulation
Sergeant, I mean Lieutenant
Wicker.” It happened so quickly
that people had trouble remem-
bering how to address 2nd Lieu-
tenant Jack E. Wicker of the
2nd Battalion, 12th Cavalry, ‘1st
Air Cavalry Division.

Sergeant Wicker became Lieu-
tenant Wicker as the result of
a direct commission, in a brief
ceremony at Landing Zone Ross,
near Que Son.

Lt. Wicker took. the oath ad-
ministered by his battalion com-
mander, Lieutenant Colonel M.
Collier Ross; the ild,bar was
pinned on; and the ceremony
was over.

Lt. Wicker has compiled quite
a record with the 2nd Battal-
ion, 12th Cav, during his 18
months in Vietnam. His' entire
tour has been. spent with Com-
pany A, 2nd of the 12th. A native:
of Firebrick, Ky., Wicker has re-
ceived the Silver Star, the na- -
tion’s third highest award for
heroism, for rallying his platoon
on in the face of an enemy am-
bush at Dak To when both his
platoon sergeant and his platoon
leader were out of action. Wick-

:+'er has also received the Army.
‘Commendation Medal with “V»" ™

device, the Bronze Star Medal
for meritorious servnce, and the
Air Medal. ; ;

Lt. Wicker joined the ‘Army
in September, 1965, and came:
to  Vietnam' “after. ‘completing
basic training at F't. Ord, Calif.,
and Advanced Individual ;ram-'
ing at Ft Polk, La

13th Artillery
Fires Record
250,000th

LZ PONY — “We feel like we
are really part of the 1st Cav,”
said Lieutenant Colonel Philo
Hutcheson, ‘commanding officer,
7th Battahon, 13th Artillery, as
his battalion fired its 250,000th
round in Vietnam, s

The IFFV artillery battalion
has supported ‘the 1st Air Cav-
alry Division in the central high-
lands of Vxetnam, 60 miles north'
since December
1966, and has fired exclusively
for the 1st Cav. Bravo Battery
fired the record round from here
during a live-fire mission that
interrupted ceremonies.

The battalion fired their 100,-
000th round last May, accomp-
lishing their next 150,000 rounds
in just six months.

“We have a good reputation
for being able to give fast and
accurate fires,” said Lieutenant
Colonel Hutcheson. “We had to
prove ourselves to the Cav, and
we’re proud of the reputation we
have built.”

‘“The’ 7/13th Artillery is con-
sistently - as fast and accurate
as any artillery in the Cav,”
said Colonel Richard Winfield,
Division Artillery commander.
“They are endowed with the
real spirit of air moblllty, hav-
ing pa1t1c1pated in numerous
artillery raids.”
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s AN KHE — The An Lao Val- ;
““‘ley and other Viet Cong: strong-_:
“‘holds in the Central:Highlands of
~Vietnamlay fallow, the populace
“evacuated from the graspsiof the
Viet: :Cong. ' Sporadic -artillery:
‘-;'ﬁre ‘and constant -patrolling ' by
~-the ‘1st ‘Air - Cavalry Division:
“~ have denied the V1et Cong"u

‘of .the ‘area.. "~ .- .

: Unable to raise. hlS OWI
“Charlie is forced to rang
and wide gathering food 1o pr
E vent starvatlon Hxs main sou,

el “Wlth ‘o ‘one but the enemy
-7 " in areas like the An‘Lao- Val:
" ley,” says Major Paul Cote; 1st
E Cavalry Division Intelligence Of-
ficer, ‘‘we fire_interdiction: with-
.‘out fear of hitting innocent civi-
“lians. But with  Charlie “forced g
“"to get hxs %ood in populate areas; iz sy

denymg him e

3,

into: @ur ‘categories:

--targets, predicted.targets; inter:, ““Robert Vaughn.

Provtng We re The Best

; The Minutemen Award was presented to the 1st Cav for more than 90% participa-

“fir fal—: *tion® .'n the Army Savings Bond Program. Holding the banner are, from. left, LTC Robert Run-
acqmred :kle, LTC 'Harold McCormack, Mu|or Generul John J. Tolson, division commander, and LTC

diction; and :special interdiction.
Acquired - targets are.. derived "
nd. >concrete

‘NVA Stops

i The predlcted targets =
: product of 10g1c and reports from F
o From M 16

“BONG SON —_ ‘A’ North Vxet-
- ‘namese soldier seemed to’turn®

14 M-16 rifle rounds fired by ‘a
Skytrooper from the 1st Air Cav-

movmg from: one-area to-an

::The’ subsequent, artlllery flre Specialist-

‘Bosley, Manhattan Beach Call
a fire team leader for Delta
Company, 2nd: Battalion, ' 8th
~.Cavalry, was leading hlS platoon
aup - a . mountainside * ~“miles

spotted an NVA (North Vietnam-

and his men came upon a hastily".

‘contmued the “Major;:£hb;
ing him::use of certam areas
To: keep‘hlm that: way, We ‘use

that had been :left behmd

up:the mountainside, he sudden-
ly spotted him‘ about four feetr‘
away.

As Bosley got ready ‘to -fire,
second NVA ‘jumped into the'
trail. Bosley spun and squeezed'

\

counter mortar and “‘counter .
" rocket’ interdiction’ are’ mlssxons ~hitting_him with" all rounds, but >

. not stopping ‘him.

-invisible, after stopping at least "

" northwest of Qui Nhon, when he =

Proceedmg to track the enemy ;

~offa burst at the first NVA, " are:
'says ~A&D “‘commander Capt

CMH on Down—
- A&D Sees ‘Em All

- AN KHE — The medals and .
'-rlbbons men take home with

them: from:' their tour in Viet-

_nam will. not be worn often. And

not manyy people at home will
- they stand, for.
meamngs il be’ epraxn‘* df

again: and ‘again with varying =
by degrees ‘of, .modesty and pride.

the -
; memory of what went into the

‘But whatever happens,

earning of ‘each decoration will

probably - stay - with each an
. for the rest of his: life. :
ese Army): soldler trymg to es- L

“ 7 ' Honor have been earned by sol-

Pursuing the enemy, Bosley."'

Three Congressional Medals of

diers, of the 1st Air Cavalry Di-
vision iifor ‘extraordinary valor

:+on ‘the field of battle. ‘As. the
5] natlons hlghest decoration for .

courage in battle, the Medal of
Honor is naturally rare.

the “Awards . and “Decorations

“Branch of the Cav’s Adjutant

Gen al’s ‘Office. ‘“The awards
fal definite: morale factor,”

James T. Scruggs, ‘“‘and we try

A‘,;;m this: category. = -

"y (Continued from Page 1)

. “1st Squadron. 9th Cavalr kxlle

han 500 enem d th
~#:Inthe first' 28 days: of Opera-
““tion® Wallowa, Troop ‘B killed”
“more.enemy than the entire 1st

" pletely operatlonal in the new
area. ‘Helicopter fuel was flown
to~ new POL 'points ‘at Baldy

T st

of the 228th Aviation Battalion
and ‘the Flying Cranes™of" the‘
“478th ‘Aviation” Company :
: ,'_Squadron, 9th- Cav killed during . .
i:the " month of the Ia Drang:
“'Valley* ‘campaign - of ©1965, for .
: which' the division earned the-
-~ Presidential Unit Citation.
- As remarkable as ' the story:
of 'the brigade’s combat opera- " pess as usual for - supplies in’
tions was the speed with which “the pbattalions. i
~__the Garry Owen unit-moved 125~ Meanwhile, the elements of
~miles north from Bong::Son t0' “the 8th Engineer Battalion
their new’ headquarters-at-Land-'
ing ‘Zone " Baldy, formerly:

called Hill - 63 — the “head- .pegan working .on an - airfield

quarters -of the- 5th Marines. - h 1 5
“* From :the time the first- bat- aﬁslgﬁid recelve"C 7A Carlbo

talion boarded aircraft at LZ . g t : th
for" the brigade' to become com- - ¢ nemy units in the area tried

8 CAVALAR.

order -with such speed 'that hot:

companies in the field . within’
‘a” week. By the end ofthe

landing ‘space :at''Baldy and:

“ the 1st Air Cavalry had as_sumed

|. '3rd"”Bngade Sets Fast Pace

“and at LZ Ross by the Chinooks

. Supply” lines were back in '

~-meals ‘were being airlifted ‘to.

~greatly increased the helicopter -

several times: to ‘counterattack:':
*- " ‘and take back the offensive that.:

early in the operatlon A darmg

~ night attack on the headquar--

ters - of the 227th Assault  Heli-

copter Battahon a small island
near:Chu:Lai called LZ Gilligan,

- destroyed: four helicopters and
*damaged
~enemy" mined crucial Highway
“1’north- of 'LZ Baldy two days

seven’ others. The

in"a row, and engaged com-

“panies. in numerous mortar and

_month, it was very nearly busi- snipervattacks.

“The - Cavalrymen knew that

mu’eh'heavy fighting. remained
- in"'the “Wallowa area. Enemy
“units frequently engaged

the
‘Cav. with mortars and recoilless
rifles ‘and' fired-on aircraft with
.50-caliber machine guns. Going
agamst ‘well-armed: enemy units

. in - the “heavy weather of the
“ northeast - monsoon would be
difficult."But in the first month
:of ‘Operation Wallowa, the job
~-had ‘begun.

The -

* teria for awards.
tion of the man’s action is usual-.
ly rewritten to fit the standard

'But-each week, 800 to:900:re-
:':commendatrons for awards “in‘
“‘recognition’of’ courage and mer--
torious service are received at:

to get them out to the men as
soon as possible after the actiﬂon
cxted PIN

-In order to handle the paper-
work %g volved, the 21 men .in
A&D' work in" §h‘i’ffs,- 4"
day. : :

Upon gettmg a 1ecommenda-
tion from .a unit commander,
A&D makes sure it complies
with United States Army Viet.
nam regulations concerning cri-
The descrip-

and traditional wording of cita-
tions.

“Each Friday morning three or

more Cav officers of a 24-man -
rotating review board pull up .
chairs - around ‘a table stacked

with some 300 different recom-

“mendations for awards.

The 500 to 600 Air Medals

presented ‘to Skytrooper's each:
-week do not - requu‘e board ap-

proval.

Each man reads every poten-

tial citation and each votes
separately

award. Occasxonally they may

discuss a point in .question or .
.. refer to a notebook of USARV

regulations.

~In unusual cases, a command-
ing officer may feel that the ac-
tions of his .men during an en-
gagement has been so outstand-

- ing as to warrant immediate re-

cognition.

‘“He may call in a request for
an impact awards presentation
to the office of the Cav’s chief
of staff,”” according to Sergeant
First Class Galen L. Hays,
A&D’s NCOIC. Cav commander

Maj. Gen. John J. Tolson or de-" -
puty commander Brigadier Gen--

eral Richard L. Irby will act on
the request, and may personally

‘present the awards within a few

days of the action.

‘“After it’s all over, the paper-

- work. still comes ‘down. to us,”

remarked SFC Hays.

~Photo By PFC- GARY: VOGT o

; Reyew

on upgrading or

LZ ‘BA DY il A 'year in Viet- '
nam is enough for most Ameri-
can 'soldiers, but not for Staff
Sergeant Tomas G. Reyes. - '

After a year with an engineer-
ing company in the coastal city
of Tuy Hoa, Reyes extended his
tour of duty six months and end-
ed.up in a company of the 1st

avalyy. Division. &

Chalan Page,
‘turned out to

The-re~ iRe) es,’

hopes:’ for ‘excellent squad
leader. . “When I have a tough
assngnment, *’can give it to Ser-
geant’ Reyeé ‘and know he'll get
it done,”” says 2nd Lieutenant
Robert Leupold o; Company A,
1st Battalion, 7th,.r Cavalry.

‘“‘His engme_ermg experience
has ‘helped u§ out just about
every ' day,!"* Leupold went on.

““When"wé have to destroy'a:tun-

nel or a bunker, we ask'Ser-
geant Reyes. When we need
something built, we turn to Ser-
geant Reyes.”

Reyes had .a bit of a shock
when he first ‘came to the in-
fantry. - The “1st Air Cavalry
moves its men into battle by
helicopter, and Reyes made a
‘“‘combat ‘assault’’ on his first
day with the Cavalry.

‘“We landed and there were
booby traps ‘there for the heli-
copters,””. Reyes recalled. ‘“The
ships set off a Claymore mine,
and some trees whipped up at
them. The enemy had tied the

“tops of bamboo trees -down to

the ground,. and the 'choppers
must have cut the ropes:: “when!
they came in.’ Ll

No.

«ampressed “with:
amount of work infantrymen do

‘“We hump all day, nine hours
at a stretch,” he said — ‘“‘hump”

being * the infantrymen’s word
for the endless walking involved
in search and dc.;‘troy 'rrisa-ions.

QRF Unit
Nets Seven

BONG SON—;:
alry Division nflé ‘platoon act-
ing ‘as. QRF (Quick 'Reaction

- Force) for elements of the 173d
. Airborne Brigade, killed six Viet

Cong and - captured a seventh
recently.

Seven armed .enemy soldiers
had been spotted from an:air-
craft 10 miles ' northwest 'of Tuy

-~ Hoa, and-the-platoon-of the 1st
~ Brigade’s Delta Company, 2d

Battalion, 8th- Cavalry, was
quickly © air assaulted: into. the
area.

Shortly after landing, Special-
ist 4 Gary Hansen, spotted one
of the NVA running, and killed
him with one round from his M-
79 grenade launcher.

Minutes later, a second NVA
spotted hiding 'in-a bunker was
captured.

The platoon began to- sweep
the area, and found four more
NVA 1egulaxs ‘seeking refuge in
a bunker. They were engaged
and defeated in a brief skirmish.

Sergeant James Wright was
awarded the Silver Star for his
part in the battle. Assaulting a
bunker with his M-16 rifle, he
killed four of the NVA.

A search of ‘the bunker turned
up one Ameri¢an M-1 rifle and
one Chi-Com: rifle.



