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On that cold windy day in 1982 when 100 veterans with shovels all turned
the earth in unison to start the construction on a memorial, no one ever
anticipated the impact this memorial that would one day simply become known
as The Wall would have on our nation.

The basic purpose of the memorial was to honor the veterans who were often
vilified for participating in the Vietnam War. There were about 3 million
Americans who were willing to go to Vietnam and give their lives for their
country — and over 58,000 did just that in the war zone.

Now it is time to tell the stories behind the names. Our soon-to-be-buile
Education Center will go even further by teaching our children and
grandchildren about the Vietnam War. It will bring The Wall to life for all
future generations — by telling the personal stories of the more than 58,0600
people whose names appear on it. It will be a place to remember those who
fell, a place to share reminiscences and remembrances of those who never
made it home, like this one:

“Thanks to the veterans who have shared their remembrances. I have
none. My father died one month before I was born. I never knew they
called him Farmer John. His family called him Mike. The older I get,
the less people there are who remember him and can tell me things about
him. My heart just soared when I looked up his name and saw his picture,
as well as the stories shared. I am forever grateful.”

The Center will have within it photos of the casualties from Vietnam. Some
of the 250,000 items will be on display. The items will all relate to values
explored through the exhibits. Values like duty, honor, service, courage and
integrity are integral to America’s armed forces. The Center will elevate service.
People will be encouraged to become involved in their local communities.

Visitors will have the chance to receive a dog tag, or perhaps a challenge coin,
with the name of a soldier who gave his or her life. The legacy of these fallen
heroes will be enshrined for posterity’s sake for all to see.

To learn more about the Education Center, please visit www.buildthecenter.org. And then please make a gift to support our mission.
It is only with the support of generous donors that this dream will become a reality.
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HONOR OUR FALLEN HEROES AND
HELP CREATE A LASTING LEGACY'!

TR here are many ways to honor
those who fell defending our
= ¢ freedom. One very special way is 1o
" om join The Wall Society. This society
was established as a way for individuals
T - ®© remember the Memorial Fund in
their estate plans.

Planned gifts help keep the memories

T . of those who served — and died —
in the Vietnam War alive for future
generations by helping to maintain
the memorial, as well as future

e initiatives like our soon-to-be-built

Education Center at The Wall, which

will feature interactive exhibits like

the one shown.

Founded by a group of veterans led
by Jan C. Scruggs, who was wounded and decorated for service in Vietnam,
The Wall is a symbol of recognition from the American people for those
who served in the war.

For more information about planned giving, please contact the Memorial
Fund at 202.393.0090 or via e-mail at vvmf@vvmf.org.

ore than 30 years after its dedication, The Wall remains one of the
most visited monuments in the nation’s capital. Each year millions
of people come to honor and remember those who fell.

Map of the National Mall in Washington, D.C.

To Find a Name: A directory of names is located on-site.
To Make a Name Rubbing: Ask a National Park Service ranger or volunteer.
Closest Metro Station: Smithsonian or Foggy Botrom (Orange & Blue lines)

Closest Parking: Constiturion Avenue

Cover Photo Credit: VVMF
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