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A. Preface and Background Inforrmtion: 

1. Preface: 

'Ibis book is a caxpanion volure to the author's earlier book 
titled, "U.S. Army Shoulder Sleeve Insignia of the Vietnam War", 
released. in 1982. In addition to unit shoulder patches~tabs & scrolls, 
this new book is expanded to also include: theatre nede Beret Flashes, 
EM chevrons, Officers collar insignia, Canbat and Specialty Badges 
plus a sanpling of "novelty" patches wom on unifo:mB,hats and party 
suits in SE Asia. All insignia shown in this book are uanufactured in 
SE Asia during the Vietnam War except those slnm in Section B . . . 
which are US uanufactured/issue ... which the author refers to as 
"First Issued Subdued on Twill" ... these saw extensive use in Vietnam 
and are often c.alled ''Vietnam Made" in error. 

Black & White photographs are used whenever possible as they show 
IIDre detail than drawings, but a few drawings have been used \\hen the 
actual insignia was not available for photographing. Very special 
thanks and credit sbould be given to Ival V. La.wbon,jr. for his mmy 
hours of dedicated work on this book in doing the hundreds of photos 
used in this book.His technical. skills were invaluable because uany 
of the dark "subdued" insignia could not have been caxpleted without 
his time and expertise! I val is a Vietnam canbat veteran of the 25th 
Infantry Di vision and was awarded the Cali>at Infantry Badge. 

All insignia shown are confilmed to exist in collectioos and 
are "or.igiiial" SE Asian mmufacture to the best knowledge and exper­
ience of the autbor.'Ibis book uses a shortened forrmt with mininnm 
words or descriptions-no sizes are given, only unit identification, 
wheither the insignia is full color or subdued, and any unusual feat­
ures of that particular insignia. 

References used by the author are the sane as those listed in his 
earlier book, with the following additions: 

a. ''Vietnam Insignia Collectors Newsletter" by Cecil B. Smyth,jr. 
b. "Vietnam U.S.Army Cooi>at Unit Insignia" by Cecil B. Smyth,jr. 
c. ''US Army Special Forces 1952-84" by Gordon L. Rottuan. 
d. Recent Vietnam Insignia Articles in ASMIC Trading R>sts. 

2. Beckgrt,und Information: 
a. General 
Before 1965, only amll "Advisor" type units plus a few helicopter 

and mintenance/support units were in South Vietnam. Larger tactical 
and support units (Brigade & Division level) arrived in mid-1965. 

At that ti.Joo,soldiers of the US Army wore an olive green cotton 
unifonn, camxmly called "fatigues", for field and CCIIDl.t use. Sewn 
on this unifonn v.iere full color ''U.S.ARMY'' tapes of gold on black 
plus nanetapes of mack on white and additional full color EM chev­
rons, officers collar insignia for grade/rank and branch, and fin­
ally,aanbat/spec.~ above the left breast pocket and the unit 
shoulder patch on the left upper sleeve. With all this full color 
insignia, the "fatigue" unifonn looked like a "ChristDllS tree" and 
certainly did not m3et the needs of coni:Jat troops in the field that 
needed to be inconspicuous or canvuflaged with the surroundings! 
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b.Origin <!>f "SUbdued" Insignia: 
As units deployed to SE Asia, they were quickly forced to make a 

transition fran "garrison" duty toJield or ccm::at duty! This included 
DRllY of the so-called "rear area" support units as "secure" areas were 
non-existent in Vietnam due to the "guerrilla" type war being fought. 

Pre-deployment preparations for all units included the dyeing of 
all white underwear, towels,hankerchiefs, etc. to olive drab oolor. Any 
available dark oolor was used with rm.ny interesting canbinations seen 
as official CD ooloi: dyes were alm>st non-existent! In later years, 
the Army did provide such clothing in factory dyed CD green. Individuals 
soon recognized the need to "subdue" their canbat uniforms, so non­
essential insignia simply was rEm>ved and not worn. Officers often did 
not wear "rank'' insignia in the field or painted such insignia darker 
oolors ( black or brown). 

As units settled into "basecanps" in SE Asia, local natives quick­
ly settled nearby and shops opened that offered any service or product 
where a "narket" existed ... food,tailored civilian clothes, toys and 
other souvenirs to send honB, haircuts and shoeshines. Tailor shops 
quickly started selling local manufactured uniforDB and insignia. 'lhus, 
JOOst early "subdued" insignia was rm.de in these shops as Army Regula­
tions did not authorize such items so they 'W'ere sinply not available 
through official supply channels. 

The bot,wet jungle cliIIate in SE Asia caused uniforms to wear out 
very quickly so supply needs for uniforms and insignia was llllch higher 
than easier duties in the USA. Therefore, supply roooB sinply could not 
~t the overall needs for insignia, so individuals went to local shops 
to purchase necessary shoulder patches, chevrons, officers oollar insign­
ia, "0. S. ARMY'' and namatapes, and canbl.t /specialty badges ••• thus, local 
DB.llufactured insignia of all types in full oolor and subdued becane 
ooom:>n. See paragraph "d" below for further inforrm.tion. 

'!be author first encountered "subdued" insignia during his tour 
in Thailand in late 1965 when he went "'IDY'' (teoporary duty) to Vietnam 
and Okinawa, and saw individuals wearing such "subdued" insignia. 'Ibis 
was noo-Regulation at that time! He purchased a canplete set of pocket 
tapes and sew-on officers collar insignia (Engineer branch & Lt. bars) 
in Ckinawa, which bad been made there, and used than on "jungle fatigues" 
while in Thailand, etc. 

By 1967, local C'rmnand policy bad authorized the use of subdued 
insignia, and the U.S.Aru\v officially adopted its use in 1969.Note: 
by 1969, subdued insignia was used by Army units worldwide so the Army 
was forced to made a decision! 

.'!be Army continues to use subdued insignia today, but a few units, 
such as the 1st Infantry Division, "nte Big Red One", have asked for 
and received official. authority to v.ear the full color unit slx>ulder 
patch on the fatigue, canbat or new canouflage "BDU'' unifonn. 

c. Introduction of the "Jtmgle Cooi:>a.t Unifonn" 
Due to heavy wear caused by the tropical clinate in SE Asia, the 

Army soon recognized the need for a better unifonn ! Tests. bad been 
rm.de in the 1950's for jungle uniforms and equipoont and very limited 
supplies were available ... the author was issued early type jungle 1:Xlots 
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with WWII style double buckle uppers,side panels of CD nylon and brown 
leather bcxly in 'lbailand in late 1965, plus the so-called ''First Model 
Jungle Uniform" (Jungle Fatigues) with exposed buttons,side take-up 
tabs and epaulettes on the jacket. 

By 1966, n:ass production m:xlels of jungle boots and jungle fatigues 
were available to troops in SE Asia and were used= throughout the war. 

d. locally Manufactured/ Theatre Made Insignia: 
'lbe term ''Vietnam Made" bas been avoided as the exact origin 

of individual pieces of insignia often cannot be confi.rned! Cheap labor 
and cam:on types of naterials are available throughout Asia fI'OOl Korea, 
Japan,Okinawa,'lbailand and Vietnam. Sane Korean coopanies opened shops 
in the larger towns in Vietnam as did tailors fran India, Taiwan, etc. 
GI' s often tx:,ught patches when on 'IDY or R&R (Rest & Recreation leave) 
to Bangkok, Hong Kong, Okinawa, etc ... as mantioned by author in para­
graph ''b'' above. 'lb.us, insignia was oru:le and ·used fran all over Asia! 

Experience gives a "feel'·' or opinion of a patches -origin after 
one looks at hundreds or thousands of pieces. Sane insignia received 
directly fI'OOl veterans caoos with info:nmtion, "I bought it in a shop 
in Saigon, etc.". -In general, the collector should use his/her exper­
ience to determine if a piece of insignia was probably made in Asia 
and not worry beyond that! ! ! As the value of Vietnam War era insignia 
has increased, fakes and replicas have greatly increased, especially 
for "elite" units such as Special Forces, 1st Cav.Div., etc. ro ... 
collector beware ••• using experience and reputable sources will avoid 
trouble nnst of the time. 

'l\\o terIJJ3 have becane standard am::>ng Vietnam era collectors to 
describe mthods used for DB.king "IDca.lly Manufactured/'lbeatre ·Made" 
Insignia: 1) "Machine Made" (MM): Insignia manufactured on a sewing 

machine or similar equipoont. 'lbe vast najority of 
insignia falls into this category. 

2) ''Hand Made" (HM) : Insignia oru:le coopletely by hand­
loose sewn not using a sewing machine,etc ••• uncam:on as 
this took nore tiloo and labor but resulted in high qual­
ity, beautiful insignia. 

For further details on the roothods of making insignia in Asia 
during the Vietnam War, see pages 5-7 of the autlx>rs earlier book. 

e. "First Issue/Factory Eni>roidered on 'l\vi.11" Subdued Insignia: 
As discussed in paragraphs "a" & "b" above, subdued insignia be­

cane very popular in SE Asia starting in 1965. Approximately 1966-
67, the U.S.Al'D\V contracted and had manufactured unit shoulder patches 
and Eld chevrons for use in SE Asia. These are believed to have been 
imde in the IBA under government contract in large quantities, and 
were issued in supply rocms to all rmjoi, units in Vietnam. See 
Section "B" for plx>tographs of these SSI and EM chevrons. Alm:>st 
every rmjor unit that served in Vietnam exists in this type patch. A 
few of the units that arrived late never received this subdued issue 
twill type patch but received the full eniJroidered factory subdued 
patch that ~re universally available by 1969. Unit SSI not known to 
exist include: "MAAG"(too early),lst Inf.Div. ,5th Inf.Div:,Engr.Qm:l. 
Vietnam,5th & 124th Transport Coommd,15th Support Bde., 9th log.Cam., 
US Anny Support Ummnd 'lbailand and Al'D\V Security Agency (ASA). 



4. 

B. First Issue Subdu.ed(Factory Embroidered on Twill) 
1.Unit Shoulder Patches 

a.MACV 

e. I FFV 
'lbp Black 

b.'MACV 

f.I FFV 

i.lst Cav.Div.(Ainmbile) 

c.USARV 

g.II FFV 
Narrow S\\ord 

C 

j.4th Inf.Div. 
Solid Black Ivy 

d.USARV 
Green edge. 

h.II FFV 
Wide Sv.ord 

k.4th Inf .Div. 
Ivy-green center 



5. 

B. First Issue Subdued on Twill 
1. Unit Shoulder Patches (continued) 

1. 9th Inf.Div. 

p. 82nd Ahn.Div. 

m. 9th Inf .Div. 
olive green upper 

q. 11th Inf.Bde. 

n.23rd Inf .Div. o.25th Inf .Div. 
I 'J\marical II 

r.173rd Abn.Bde. 
'l\\o piece const. 

s.173rd Abn.Div. 
One piece const. 

· . t . 196th Inf. Bde. u. 196th Inf. Bde. v .198th Inf. Bde. w .199th Inf. Bde. 
Brown Flaires Black Center 
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B. First Is.sue Subdued on 'l'\vill 
1. Unit Shoulder Patches ( continued) 

x.199th Inf.Bde. y.llth ACR 
Brown center &edge (.Arml.cav.Regt.) 

z.SpecialForces aa.18th Eng.Bde. 

bb. 20th Eng .Bde. cc.1st Avn.Bde. dd.lst log.Cam. ee.lst Signal Bde. 
'lbi.ck Grip 

ff.1st Signal Bde. 
'!bin Grip 

gg.18th MP Bde. hh.18th MP Bde. ii.44th Med.Bde. 
Copper outer edge I.ong,thin star 

Author's Note: The following "First Is.sued Subdued" Factory Ehi:>roidered 
Unit Shoulder Patches have not been seen by the author: 24th Corps, 
1st Inf .Div. ,5th Inf.Div. ,lOlst Ahn.Div. ,Eng.Coorl.VN. ,124th Transport 
Q:m:l.,9th log.Coorl.and U.S. Army Support Ccmmnd 'lbailand. 

Both 4th and 5th Transport Ccmmnds exist in First Is.sue Subdued on 'l'\vill, 
but spec~ns were not available to the author for pootographing,so they 
are not illustrated in this book. 
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B. First Issue Subdued on Twill 0 

1.Unit Shoulder Patches (continued) 

jj.44th Med. Bde. kk.S"IRA'l'CXld 
Short Star 

nn.lst Arurl.Div. 

11.Capitol Mil. 
Assist. Conrl. 

mn.125th Transport· 
Q:mi. 

oo.2nd Arnxl.Div. 

:tt:>te: Only one unit frcm each of these Arnxl. Di vs. served in Vietnam. See 
Capt.Shelby Stanton's book''Vietnam Order of Battle" for details. 

2. EM Chevrons 

a.PFC E-2 b.La.nce Cpl.E-3 c.Cpl. E-4 d.Sgt. E-5 

Note: All EM chevrons illustrated in this section are factory embroidered 
and were i$Slled by the U.S. Army during the Vietnam War. Several variati ns 
exist with black, 00 green or odd forest green borders. 
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B. First Issue SUbdued on Twill 
2. E1d Chevrons (continued) 

e. S.Sgt. E-6 

i.Sgt.Major E-9 

m. Spec-6(E-6) 
(6th class) 

f.Plt.Sgt.E-7 g.Master Sgt.E-8 h.First Sgt.E-8 

j.O:ml.Sgt.Major k. Spec-4(E-4) 1. Spec-5(E-5) 
(5th class) E-9 (4th class) 

n. Spec-7(E-7) 
(7th class) 

Author's Note: See Section 
"L" for 'lheatre DRde EM 
chevrons. 
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C .• tre Made Unit Shoulder Patches (Full Color & Subdued) 
1. __ INIXXJIINA ~M~ 2. MAAG VIE'INAM--..::· 

~ . - --

a.Color. lDcal Manuf. 
Tab only. F.ARE ! 

a.Color.Qie piece. b.Color.Tab VN 
made. Patch cxld 

3.Jlil.Assist.Carrl.Vietnam(MACV) colors/Asian made. 

c.Color.F.Actory 
Einbr.Patch. Tab 
is VN made. 

a.Color.US Fact. 
embr.inlocal plastic b.Printed design on c.Color.I.ocal 
pocket banger. paper in plastic. manufacture. 

e. Color. I.ocal 
manufacture. 

f.Color.local 
manufacture. 

g.Color.I.ocal 
manufacture. 

d.ARVN style 
''Bevo"silk. 

h.Color.I.ocal 
manufacture. 
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C. Theatre Made Unit Shoulder Patches 
3. MACV (continued) 

i. Subdued. j. Subdued. k. Subdued. 

m. Subdued. n. Subdued.' 'KCS'' o. Subdued. Air-
"Kit Carson Scouts" borne tab above 

q. Subdued. r.Subdued.OORDS a.Color. 
Team #48,IIICorps. 

1. Subdued. 

p.Subdued. 

b. Color 

Note: USARV a&b above are all hand sewn on the panels.Full color. 



11. 

C. Theatre Made Unit Shoulder Patches 
■ Mv- (continued) 

c. Color 

g. Subdued. 

d. Color. 
Velvet panels. 

h. Subdued. 

e. Color. 
Velvet panels. 

i. Subdued. 

5. lirst Field Force Vietnam ( IFFV) 

a. Color.Factory b.Color.Hand 
eubroidered SE sewn cxid weave 
Asia-odd pastel pattern. 
colors. 

c. Color.Velvet 
panels.Ribbed 
cotton bend. 

f.Subdued. 

j.Subdued. 

d.Color.O:ld 
anbroidered 
SE Asia. 
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C. 'lbeatre Made Unit Shoulder Patches 
IFFV (continued) 

e.Color.Cotton 
panels.Ahn.tab 
above.()le piece. 

i. Subdued. 

m. Subdued. 
Velvet bend. 

f.Subdued.Qid g. Subdued. 
anbr.olive edge Cotton bend. 
& S\\Ord. 

j . Subdued. k. Subdued. 

n. Subdued. o. Subdued. 
All ootton. Abn. Tab above. 

()le piece. 

h.Subdued. 

1. Subdued. 

p.Subd.S\\ord & 
center bend are 
odd lime color. 
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C. tre Made Unit Shoulder Patches 
• Second Field Force Vietnam ( II FFV) 

a.Color. Factory 
Enm'Oidered SE 
Asia. 01d pastel 
colors. 

e.Color. 
Velvet panels. 

i. Subdued. 
Quilted pattern. 

b.Color.Hand 
sewn. 

f.Color. 
Velvet panels. 

j. Subdued. 
~ embroid. 
SE Asia. 

c.Color.Odd 
ari>roidered­
SE Asia. 

g. Color. Abn. 
tab above. 

k. Subdued. 
Velvet panels. 

d.Color. 
Cotton panels. 

h. Subdued. 
Quilted pattern. 

1. Subdued. 
Velvet panels. 
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C. 'lbeatre Made Unit Shoulder Patches 
7. XXIV Co:tps (24th Co:tps) 

a. Color. b.Color. In 
pocket hanger. 

c. Color. OOd asian 
factory ali:>roidered. 

d. Color. e.Subdued.. f. SUbdued. g. Subdued. Old 
asian factory Em>r. Velvet. 

8. 1st Cavalry Division(Airm>bile) 

a. Color. Odd Asian 
factory embroidered 

' / 
\ 

/ b. Color. 
.,~ Handrmde. 



c. Color. 
tory US anbr. 

''PEACE'' added 

f. Color. 
·VN rmde. 

Unofficial.. 

d.Color 
VN rmde. 

Unofficial . 

g. Color. 
VN made. 

Unofficial. 

e. Color 
VN rmde. 

Unofficial. 

h.Color. 
VN Im.de. 

Unofficial.. 

(") . 



i. Color. 
VN mde. 
Unofficial. 

j. Color. 
VN made. 

Unofficial. 

n. Color. 
Small size. 
Unofficial. 

sewn on silk. 

o. Color. 
Srm.11 size. 
Unofficial.. 

(") . 
00 

~ . 
~ ~ ~ 

i f 
t:, 
I-'• 

§l 
I-'• 
t"t 

< 

[ I-'• 
UJ 
I-'• g 

fr e: 11 

a ~ ~ 
I-'• i . 
t-' 
(D 

§ 
t"t 

s.· 
[ 



s.Subdued. 
Unofficial. 

q. Subdued. 

t . Subdued. 
Painted stencil 
circa 1965. 

r.Subdued. 
Velvet bend 
& horse. 

Very used. 

u. Subdued. 
Unofficial. 

n . 
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C. Theatre Made Unit Sooulder Patches C 
8. 1st Cavalry Division (Ai:mobile) continued 

v. Subdued. 
Sniper 

Unofficial. 

9. 1st Infantry Division 

a. Color. Qi 
CD green twill. 

b. Color. Qi 00 
green twill in 
plastic hanger. 

Author's Note: Many other 1st Cav. 
Div. variations exist- see his 
other book on VN War U.S. Anny SSI. 

c.Chlor. Qi OD 
green v;ool. 
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C. Theatre Made Unit Shoulder Patches 
9. 1st Infantry Division (continued) 

d. Color. O:ld 
quilted pattern. 

g. Color & Subd. 
versions exist. 

e. Color.O:ld pastel 
colors-Asian rm.de. 
Tab above-VN rm.de. 

h. Subdued. 
Black"l", CD 
green edge. 

f. Color & Subdued 
versions exist. 

i. Subdued. Black 
"1" with black 
edge. 

10. 4th Infantry Division 

j.Subd.Cam:>Uflage 
ripstop cloth. a. Color. b. Color. 

C 
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C. 'lbeatre Made Unit Sooulder Patches 
10. 4th Infantry Division 

c. Cblor. Forest 
green twill­
factory embr. 

f. Subdued. Lime 
gm.ivy on 00 twill. 

i. Subdued. Crude ivy 
on CD twill. 

d. Cblor. Odd 
Asian embroid. 
pastel colors. 

g.Subdued.Line 
grn. ivy on CD twill. 

j .Subdued. ''PA'l'KlL" 
tab above-both Black 
on 00 twill. 

e. Cblor. Dark 
green twill with 
dark gm.ivy edged 
white. 

h. Subdued.Black 
ivy,tan lines on 
CD twill. 

k. Subdued. Black 
on 00 twill. 

Autlx>r' s N'.:>te: Many minor variations exist in the 4th Inf .Div. Vietnam 
IIllde. 'lbe author has observed one exanple with a large nuni:>er"3" sewn 
in the center of a VN rm.de sulxlued patch for "3rd Brigade". 
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Unit Slx>ulder Patches 
Division(Mechanized) 1st Brigade only 

a. Color. Red 
cotton diam:md. 

d. Color. ''LRRP" 
Unofficial. 

g.SUbd.Black''5'' 
& edges on caDDuf. 
jungle tmif.cloth. 

b. Color. Red cotton 
di.alIDnd in pocket hanger. 

e. SubdUed. CD 
green \\001, black 
outer edges. 

h.Subd. Wei Asian 
factory anbr.Li.IJB 
grn. Black edges. 

c. Color. "um:P" 
Unofficial. 

f. Subdued. Black 
cotton &OD gm.outer 
edges. 

a.Color.Velvet panels 
in plastic pocket hanger. 



22. 

C. Theatre Made Unit SlX>ulder Patches 
12. 9th Infantry Division (continued) 

b. Sul:xlued. Velvet 
lower panel on CD 
twill. 

e. Subdued .. Upper & 
lower panels both 
hand sewn. 

c. Subdued. Velvet 
lower panel. 

f. Subdued .1st issue 
fact.anbr.on twill 
patch,bandmade tab. 

d. Subdued. Horiz. 
hand sewn lower 
panel on CD twill. 

g. Subdued. One 
piece const. hand 
sewn.Velvet upper 
panel. 

13. 11th Infantry Division(Air Assault) 

h. Subdued.Patch upper 
panel velvet.Scroll hand­
made yellow ltrs.on black. 

(VERY RARE) 

a. Cblor & Subdued 
versions exist. 
Exanples seen by 
the autlx>r are local 
IIWlUf. in Vietnam 
with "quilted" const • 

Note: This llllit was 
never in Vietnam.It 
was a test llllit fonred 
at Ft .Benning,GA. then 
converted to the 1st 
Cav.Div.(Ai:noobile) in 
1965 vmich deployed to 
Vietnam.Old nenbers of 
the 11th Air Assault 
had these patches nade. 



23. 

\beatre Made Unit Shoulder Patches 
- Infantry Division (Americal) 

b. Color. Black outer 
edge on blue twill. 

e.Color."Task Fbrce Oregon" 
Unofficial patch.Circa 1967. 

- -

* * * .· 
* 

c.Color.Ll.ght blue 
outer edge on blue 
twill. 

f.Subdued. Black 
edge & stars on 
00 twill. 

Probably made up for collectors 
actual use of this patch in • 
Vietnam not cbctn00nted. 

h.Subdued.Black edge & 
stars on ro twill. 

i.Subdued.Forest 
green edge,black 
stars on ro twill. 



24. 

C. 'lbeatre Made Unit Shoulder Patches 
15. 25th Infantry Division 

a. C.olor. Hand 
sewn on red twill. 

d.Color.Hand sewn on 
red velvet in plastic 
pocket banger. 

g.SUbdued.Hand sewn 
on CD twill. 

b. C.olor. Hand sewn 
on red twill. 

e.Color.Hand sewn on 
red twill in plastic 
pocket banger. 

h.SUbdued.Machine 
sewn on CD twill. 

c. C.olor. Regular US 
factory anbroid.patcbl 
wi th"3"added-3rd Brigadl) 

f.Sulxiued.Unused on 
square piece of 00 
twill fatigue cloth. 

i.Subdued.Unofficial. 25th 
Di V. SNIPER on CD twill. 



25. 

j;re Made Unit Shoulder Patches 
• 82nd Airbome Division (3rd Brigade only) 

a.Chlor.Machine 
sewn on twill. 
Qie piece const. 

b.Color.Cne pc. c.Color.Cne pc. 
const. red velvet. const. red twill 

e.Color.Factory f.Color.Cne pc. 
aibr.in Asia odd const.on velvet 
colors&weave. 2 pc. in plastic bang. 

Flat tab above. 

g.Color.Cne pc. 
red velvet. tab 
has''VIE'INAM''. 

d.Color.Factory 
anbr.in Asia odd 
pastel colors. 

h.Color.Cne pc. 
const.Unofficial 
"SNIPER" patch. 

i.Subdued.Qie pc. 
const.Velvet square 
CD twill center&tab. 

j .Subdued. Qie pc. k.Subdued.Qie pc. 
const. CD twill. const. ''VIFINAM'' 

in tab above. 



26. 

C. Theatre Made Unit Sooulder Patches 
17. 101st Airborne Division(Airnnbile) 

a.Color.Factory 
anbr. in Asia odd 
pastel colors. 

e.Color.Machine 
embr. on black 
twill. 

i.Color.Machine 
embr. in VN. 
Unofficial. 

b.Color.Hand c.Color.Machine d.Color.Machine 
amr. on twill. anbr. on black anbr. on twill. 

twill.Yellow edge 
on Abn.tab. 

£.Color.Eagle cut g.Color.Machine h.Color.Reversed 
Hand anbroidered 
on black twill. 

out white cloth eni>r. in Asia 
hand embr. on twi.11. odd shape& size. 

j.Color.Ha.nd anbr. 
in VN all one piece. 

k. Subdued. Factory ali>r. 
location unknown. CD 
grn.twill between tab 
and shield.Olive gm. 
Eagle and letters. 



27. 

C. 'lbeatre Made Unit Shoulder Patches 
17. 101st Airborne Division (continued) 

1. Subdued. Hand 
sewn black F.agle 
on CD twill. 

p.Sulxlued.Machine 
Elli:)r.Reversed. 
Unofficial • 

m.Subdued.Velvet 
~le on rn grn. 
twill.Hand sewn. 

q.Subdued.Machine 
anbr.Unofficial. 

18. 11th Infantry Brigade (Light) 

n.Subdued.Odd 
factory anbr. 
in Asia. 

r.Subdued. 
Machine anbr. 
Unofficial. 

o.Subdued.Machine 
anbr. on twill. 
''VIFIN.AM'' above. 
Unofficial. 

Author's Note: 
Many variations 
of VN IIRde 101st 
Abn.Div. patches 
exist.The variation 
as shown in "r" 
also exists with 
7 other units of 
the · 101st in the 
tab above. See the 
author's 1982 book 
for further details. 

a. Color. Made fran b. Subdued. Hand sewn c. Subdued.Hand 
pieces of white,red black twill . arrows on sewn black velvet 
&blue cloth sewn rn grn. twill. arrows on rn twill. 
together.Pocket hanger. 



28. 

C. 'lbeatre Made Unit Shoulder Patches 
19. 173rd Airborne Brigade 

a.C.Olor.Machine 
anbr.on blue 
twill.Crude. 

e.Color.Odd anbr. 
probably in Oki­
nawa.White edge 
on Abn. tab. 

b. C.Olor. Hand 
em:>r. on blue 
twill in plastic 
pocket hanger. 

f.C.Olor.Odd 
Asian anbr. 
N::>velty. 

i. C.Olor. IDm.d anbr. 
One piece const. High 
quality. 

c.Color.Hand anbr. 
on blue twill. 
High quality. 

g.C.Olor.Machine 
embr. Novelty. 

j . Subdued. Machine 
embr. Crude. 

d.C.Olor.Crude 
on coarse duck 
type material.. 

h. Subdued. Mach­
ine eui>r. tv.o 
piece const. 

k. Subdued. Hand 
eoi)r.High quality. 



29. 

C. 'lbeatre Made Unit Shoulder Patches 
19.173rd Abn.Bde.(continued) 20. 187th Infantry Reginent(Airborne) 

a.Color.Hand sewn. 

21.196th Infantry Brigade(Light) 

Author's Note:3rd Bn.187th 
Inf. (Abn. )served in VN with 
3rd Bde.lOlst Abn.Div. '!his 
design was SSI for 187th Regt. 
Canbat Team during Korean War. 
Now an official pocket patch. 
Gen.Westnnreland v.ore this type 
patch on right sleeve. 

b.Subdued.Machine embr. 

a.Color.Machine b.Color.Hand embr. c.Color.Hand 
aii>r.on blue twill. on blue twill. ad:>roidered. 

d.Color.Hand 
errbroidered. 

e.Color.Hand 
Em)l'Oidered. 

f.Color.Machine 
embr.in plastic 
pocket banger. 

g.Subdued. 
Machine ad:>r. 

h.Subdued.Odd 
factory ad:>r.in 
Asia.Ll.Joo green. 



30. 

C. 'lbeatre Made Unit Sooul.der Patches 
22. 198th Infantry Brigade (Light) 

a.Color.Hand sewn b.Color.Crude factory 
on blue twill. anbroidered in Asia. 
High quality. 

23.199th Infantry Brigade (Light) 

a.Color.Machine b.Color.Sruoo. 
sewn on blue twill. 

e.Color.Machine 
sewn on blue twill. 
In plastic pocket 
hanger. 

f.Color.Same. 
One pc.const. 
tab above. 

c.Color. Same. 

g.Subdued. 
Machine sewn 
on CD twill. 

c.Subdued.Hand sewn 
on CD green twill. 

d.Color.Same 
Has heart &bayonet 
in place of arrow 
& flare. 

h.Subdued.Saroo but 
Tan outer edge & 
black inner edge. 



31. 

C .• ~'"a.de Unit Shoulder Patches 
h Inf.Bde. (continued) 

i.SUbdued. j.Subdued.Smoo. k. Subdued. Same. 1. Subdued. Smoo. 
Hand sewn. Tan center. Brown center. Black center. 

m. Subdued. Same. n. Subdued. Smoo 
Black center. One pc. const . 

''REO)N[X)'' tab. 

o.Subdued.Smoo 
one pc. const. 

"LRRP" tab. 

a.Chlor.cmtde 
Hand sewn on 
red8a.vhi. te twill . 

24. ■!l &mored Cavalry Regiloont (11th ACR) 

b.Color. Crude 
factory embroid. 
saoowhere in Asia. 

c.Chlor.Hand 
sewn note white 
outer edge. 

d.Chlor.Hand 
sewn. 

e.Subd.crude 
IIRChine eui)r. 
on CD twill. 



32. 

C. 'lbeatre Made Unit Shoulder Patches 
24. 11th ·ACR (c.ontinued) 

f. Color. Machine 
anbr. on red & 
white twill in 
pocket hanger. 

i.Subdued.Machine 
sewn on CD twill. 

c.Color.Hand embr. on 
light blue c.otton. 

g. Subdued. Crude 
hand sewn on CD 
twill. 

25. Special Forces 

a. Color. Crude 
Machine enbr. on 
dark blue twill. 

h.Subdued.Machine 
sewn on CD twill. 

b.Color.Machine 
embr. on teal blue 
nylon cloth. 

d. Color. Hand eni>r. e. Subdued. Machine 
on light blue c.otton. arbr.on CD twill. 



33. 

C. lfi:cMade Unit Shoulder Patches 
_ial Forces (continued) 

f.Subdued.Machine 
erbr. on CD twill. 
mack outer edge. 

i. Subdued. Crude 
hand sewn on CD twill. 

g.Subdued.Same 
but green outer 
edge. 

j . Subdued. Same. 

h.Subdued.Hand sewn 
on ''Tigerstripe''camqv 
cloth. 

k. Subdued. All black hand 
sewn directly into jungle 
'jacket. 

Note: Insignia "1" & ''m" 
are shoulder patches ~m 
by ARVN-CIOO mali>ers of 
SF Det. A-303 of M::>bile 
Guerilla Force co. 957, 
al.so called "'l'.F957" (Task 
Force 957) trained by 
US. Special Forces. See 
new book"US Army Special 
Forces 1952-84" by Gordon 
L.Rottmm(Osprey Elite). 

I.Color. Hand sewn.See note. m.Color.Hand sewn. 



34. 

Theatre Made Unit Sooulder Patches 
26. Engineer Cbmmmd Vietnam (Provisional) circa 1966 

a.C.Olor.Hand sewn.b.C.Olor.Mach- c.Subdued. 
ine sewn. Machine sewn. 

27 .Engineer Oxrmmd Vietnam (1970) d.C.Olor. 
Machine sewn 
on CD twill 
shield in 
pocket hanger. 

a.C.Olor.Machine sewn in 
plastic pocket hanger. 

28. 18th Engineer Brigade 
I 

a.C.Olor.Crude factory 
Embroidered in Asia. 

b.C.Olor. Hand sewn 
on red twill. 

b.C.Olor. Sama. 

c.Subdued.Machine 
sewn. 

c. Color. Sama. 



C. 

35. 

tre Made Unit Sooulder Patches 
th Engineer Brigade (continued) 

d.Color.Machine anbr. 
on red twill. 

e.Color.Smoo. f.Color. Sruoo. 

g.Color. Smoo. h. Color.Hand sewn. i.Color. Smoo. 
In plastic pocket hanger. 

j.Color. Smoo. k.Color. Smoo. I.Color. Smoo. 



36. 

C. Theatre Made Unit Shoulder Patches 
28. 18th F.ngineer Brigade (continued) 

?ote:Exanples ''m" tbru"t" are Subdued,hand sewn, "u" to"y'' are Subd.ORchine sewn 



37. 

C. tre Made Unit Sh:>ulder Patches 
• 18th Engineer Brigade (continued) 

z.Subdued. Machine 
sewn. 

29.20th Qlgineer Brigade 

a.Color.Crude anbr. 
s:mawhere in Asia. 

d.C.Olor.Machine sewn 
on red twill.Faded. 

a.a.Subdued.Machine 
sewn. 

b.C.Olor.Hand sewn 
on red twill. Nice 
details. 

bb.Subdued.Machine sewn 
with ''BUSHWACKERS'' tab. 
Taken off jungle jacket. 

c.Chlor.Machine sewn 
on red twill. 

e.O>lor.Machine sewn f.C.Olor.Machine sewn 
on red velvet.In Red velvet with white 
plastic pocket hanger. twill background. 



38. 

c. 'lbeatre Made Unit Slx>ulder Patches 
29. 2oth Engineer Brigade (continued) 

g.Subdued.Crude anbr. 
on OD twill. 

j.Subdued.Cut out 
black velvet on CD 
twill background. 

m.Subdued.Crude aiiJr. 
on 00 twill background. 

h.Subdued.Crude embr. 
on <D twill . 

k. Subdued. Same. 

n.Subdued.ODD factory 
embr. IDileWhere in Asia 
Castle &.fort.a.re lime 
green on mack twill. 

i.Subdued.Cut out 
black twill on OD 
twill background. 

!.Subdued.Same. 

30.lst Aviation Bde. 

a.Color.OID factory 
anbr. sanewhere in 
Asia-probably Japan. 
Oilcloth backing. 



39. 

C. Theatre Made Unit Shoulder Patches 
30. 1st Aviation Brigade ( continued) 

b.Color.Factory anbr.c.Color.Machine anbr.d.Color.Hand e.Color.Srure. 
on light blue twill. on dark blue twill. embr. on med. 

f. Color. Machine aii:>r. g. Color. Hand embr. 
on ID3d.blue twill in on n:al.blue twill. 
plastic pocket hanger. 

blue twill. 

h.Color.Machine i.Color. 
embr.on med.blue Reversed, 
twill.One piece hand anbr. on 
const."AIROORNE" iood.blue twill. 
tab above. 

!.Color.Reversed. j.Subdued.Crude 
Crude factory embr. IIRChine anbr. 
in Asia.Old colors. on 00 twill. 

k. Subdued. Hand 
sewn on CD 
twill. 

l.Subdued.Sane. 



40. 

C. 'Iheatre Made Unit Shoulder Patches 

30.lst Aviation Bde. (continued) 

m.SUbdued.Same. n.Subdued.Crude o. Subdued. Saroo. p. Subdued. Hand 
sewn on(]) 

q. Subdued. Factory 
aii>r. on 00 twill. 
Scll2where in Asia. 

machine ali>r. 

r.Subdued.Crude 
factory anbr.in 
Asia.Odd qlive 
green shield. 

s.Sulxlued.Machine ari>r. 
on(]) twill.OOe piece 
const. with"AIREDRNE" 
tab above. 

31. 1st Logistical Coommd 

a.Color.Machine 
sewn on white 
twill circle. 

b.Color.Machine c.Color.Hand 
sewn on white sewn on white 
twill,blue velvet twill circle. 
center. 

d.Color.US nade 
patch on hand sewn 
black shield with 
white letters. 
R:>cket patch. 



41. 

C. 1beatre Made Unit Shoulder Patches 
!1. 1st logistical Coommd (continued) 

e. SUbdued. Hand f. Subdued. Hand g. Subdued .Machine h. Subdued .Machine 
sewn on CD twill. sewn on CD twill. sewn-velvet center. sewn, velvet center. 

i. SUbdued. Machine j . Subdued. Crude It. Subdued. Sazoo. 
sewn black twill hand sewn. 
arrow & outer. 

32. 1st Signal Brigade 

a. Color .Factory b. Color. Factory c. Color. Crude 
eni>r. odd pastel aibr.in Asia.Q:kl anbr. in Asia. 
colors. colors & shape. 

Tab above. 

l.Subdued.Same. 

d.Color.Machine 
sewn.mue twill 
center. 



42. 

C. 'lbeatre Made Unit Shoulder Patches 
32. 1st Signal.Brigade (continued) 

e.Color.Hand sewn 
in pocket hanger. 

i.Color.Hand sewn 
velvet panels. In 
pocket banger. 

m. Subd. Crude 
hand sewn. 

f.Cblor.Machine 
sewn in hanger. 

g.Cblor.Machine h.Cblor.Hand sewn 
sewn-velvet panels.twill panels. 

j . Color. Hand sewn k. Subd. lst Issue 1. Subcl.Crude 
velvet outer panels. factory amr. rm.chine sewn. 

USARV with field 00 twill center. 
added lightning. 

n. Subd. Hand sewn o. SUbd. Crude p.Subd.Crude 
rm.chine sewn 
Black velvet 
outer panels. 

velvet outer panels. rm.chine sewn. 
Black twill 
outer panels. 



C. 

43. 

tre Made Unit Shoulder Patches 
1st Signal Brigade (continued) 

q.Subdued.Hand sewn 
on CD twill. Black 
velvet panels. 

r.Subdued.Machine 
sewn on CD twill. 
Velvet panels. 

s.Subdued.Machine sewn on 
OD twill.Black velvet panels. 
Cne piece attached tab mis­
spelled should be''PHOl'CXmAPHER" 

e b.Color.Hand sewn c.Color.Sruoo. d.Color.Machine 
sewn on forest gm. 
twill.Pocket hanger. 

tnam. on dark green twill. 
Detailed in black. 

e. Cblor. Machine f. Color. Machine 
sewn.Yellow felt sewn yellow felt 
center on gm .. felt . on gm. twill. 

g.Subdued.Crude h.Subd.Sruoo. 
machine sewn on 
CD twill. 



44. 

C. 'lheatre Made Unit Shrulder Patches 
. 33. 18th Military R>lice Brigade (continued) 

i. Subd.Harid j. Subd. Same. 
sewn on OD twill. 

m.Subd.Machine 
sewn 'I\\o piece 
const.Black vel­
vet center on CD 
twill background. 

n.Subd.Machine 
sewn no pdece 
const.CD twill 
center,black 
velvet panels. 

o. Subd.Machine sewn 
tv.o piece const.Black 
center twill on CD 
twill background. 

k.Subd.Sarre l.Subd.Sruoo. 
Detailed in blk. 

p. Subdued.Machine sewn patch, tab & 
letters "MP" on canDuflage jungle 
jacket material.Arni>and. 



45. 

C. 1bea.tre Made Unit Shoulder Patches 
34. 44th Medical Brigade 

a.Color.Machine b.C.Olor.Machine 
anbr.in Asia.Odd sewn.Velvet panels 
pastel colors. In pocket hanger. 

e.C.Olor.Same f .Subd.Machine 
all hand sewn. sewn on CD twill. 

i.Subd.Hand sewn j.Subd.Same. 
star on CD twill 
velvet panels. 

c.C.Olor.Hand 
sewn.Velvet 
Panels,white 
twill center. 

g.Subd.San:e. 

k.Subd.Same. 

d.C.Olor.Panels 
& star carpletely 
hand sewn. 

h.Subd.Machine 
sewn on CD twill 
with black velvet 
outer panels. 

1. Subd. Crude 
machine sewn 
star,velvet panels. 



46. 
C. 'lheatre Made Unit Sooulder Patches 

35.Strategic Aney Carmmications Camand (mBA'J.UJd) 

a. Color.US factory b.Subd.Crude hand c.Subd.Machine 
embr. patch in theatre sewn on 00 twill. sewn on CD twill. 
ne.de pocket hanger. 

36.Capital Military Assistance Ccmnand (CMAC) 

NOI'E:'lbe 
author has 
not observed 
any color 
theatre rm.de 
exanples of 
STRA'ltnf. 

a.Color.Crude rmchine 
sewn on blue twill with 
red twill overlay. 

b.Color.Hand sewn 
very high quality. 

c.Su.bdued.Machine 
embr. on CD twill. 

,...,,.~ 
a.Color.Hand sewn b.Color.Saloo. 
on red twill. 

c.Subd.Machine d.Subd.Velvet tri­
sewn on CD twill. dent. Machine sewn. 



47. 

C ... tre Made Unit Shoulder Patches 
• 5th Transport Comm.nd 

a. Color. Machine sewn b. Subdued. Crude c. Subdued. Good qµa.l.i ty 
yellow twill sewn on IIB.Chine sewn on IIB.Chine sewn. 
brick red background. CD twill. 

39 .124 th Transport Cannand 41.15th Support Comm.nd 

a.Color.Machine b.Subd.Machine a.Color.Crude b.Subd.Machine 
sewn on twill. sewn on CD twill. hand sewn gm. sewn black on 

on yellow twill. CD twill. 

40.125th Transport Ccmmnd 

a.Color.Hand sewn on 
brick red twill. 

b.Subd.Machine sewn c.Subd.Hand sewn 
black on CD jungle black on CD twill. 
jacket type naterial. 

Note: Examples of the 12Ath,125th Transport Camiands plus 15th Support 
Cam. that are theatre DB.de are very hard to find.Also STRA'IU)M & CMAC. 



48. 

C. Theatre Made Unit Shoulder Patches 
42. 9th lDgistical Camruld (served in Thailand) 

Note: 'lbe autlx:>r has not fom1d either color or subdued theatre 
mde patches of this m1it. In 1965,this m1it \\Ure theatre mule 
"'IHAILAND" tabs above their shoulder patch(unautborized) .See 
"b" under MAAG 'IHAIIAND. 

43. MAAG 'IHAILAND 

a.Cblor-.One piece.local b.Cblor.Patch odd a.Subd.Machine sewn on 
nanuf. Hand sewn. pastel colors Asian 

eubr.Tab local rmnuf. 

45.US Angy Support Ccmmnd 'lbailand 

CD twill.Classified miss­
ions in Laos(see new SF 
book by Gorcbn Rottmm) • 

I 

46. MAAG I.ACE 

a.Cblor.Cne piece const. 
a.Subd. Machine embr. b.Subd. Machin , sewn hand sewn on blue twill. 
on ripstop jungle cloth. on jungle fat.cloth. 

b.Cblor .Hand sewn. c. Cblor. Crude nechine d. Subd. Hand s 
embroidered in Asia. cloth. 

on canDUf. 



49. 

C. 'lbeatre Made Unit Slx>ul.der Patches 

47 .MAAG Cambodia 

OOl'E: The five different 
insignia of the "Military 
F.quiIJient Delivery Team 
Cantxxlia" (MEDTC) soown 
below a.re zeroxed fran 
articles in the ASMIC 
Trading Post(Jan-Mar 84 
&Jan-.Ma.r85)by Shelby L. 
Stanton. See these excell­
ent articles for details. 

a. Color.Hand sewn. b.Cblor.Hand sewn. 

48.Military EguipIEDt Delivery Team Cantxxlia (~) 

a. b. c. e. 

D. 'lbeatre Made Beret Flashes (All beret flashes a.re ful.1 color unless noted) 
1. 5th Special Forces Group (Airbome) 

a.Machine mule in b.Hand ari:>r.2nd 
Vietnam.Qi uncut Lt.bar direct 
1:quare piece of black ari:>r.in center. 
twill. 

c.Sane 1st Lt. 
bar direct 
ari:>roidered. 

d.Sane.Capt.bars 
direct eni:>r.in 
center. 

Note: Beret flashes with direct em:>roidered officers rank insignia or 
other eni:>lam are not authorized and were not widely used by SF personnel. 
These a.re original. made in Vietnam but were mtde by and for collectors 
circa 1972. 



50. 

D. 'lb:eatre Made Beret Flashes 
1. 5th Special Fore.es Group (Abn) continued 

e.Sane.Major leaf f.Smoo.Lt.Col. g.Sane.Colonel's h.Smoo.Skull & 
direct embroidered.leaf direct ali>r. Eagle direct embr. crossbones dir­

i.Smoo.Warrant off­
icer tar direct embr. 

j.Machine embr. in VN. 
Unauthorized worn by 
US Navy Petty Officer 
(SFAL?)attached to SF. 

2.46th SF Canpany 3. Camlx>dian Individual 
(Abn) Thailand Training Group 

a.Hand sewn. a.Hand sewn b.Machine sewn 

ect anbr.Exact 
use unknown. 

k.Sane with. US Navy 
Officer's eui:>lan 
direct anbroidered. 
5th Gp.had a US Navy 
liaison group attached. 

4.SF Field Epidemiological 
Team (Am) 

quilted pattern. on blue twill. a.Hand sewn. 

NJrn:For further details and information on these SF beret flashes, see 
"US Army Special Forces 1952-84"by G:>rdon L.RottIIRn (Csprey-Elite Series). 



51. 

D. 'lbeatre Made Beret Flashes 
Rte Star M:>bile · 6. 5th M:>bile 

.Teams I.aos Strike Force 

a.Machine embr. on a. Machine em:>r. 
red felt. on paJ.e blue. 

8. 11th ACR (continued) 

7.9th Inf.Div. 
''LRRI?'' 

a.Hand sewn on 
\\bite twill. 

8.llth ACR 
''LRRP'' 

a.Machine sewn 
black 1 trs. & 
edges. 

9. 17th Cavalry 

J 
b. "IRRP" Hand 
sewn. 

c. ''LRRP'' 
srune. 

d'.'ARP''(Aero­
Rifle Platoon) 
rm.chine sewn. 

a.2-17th Cav.Red& 
\\bite shield,blue 
outer edge. Possibly 
also used by B-1-17. 

9.17th Cavalry (continued) 10. 75th Infantry (Ranger) 

b.3-17th Cav.Red8o.vhite c.7-17th Cav.Red& a.Crude rm.chine b.Machine 
shield with \\bite edge. white shield with sewn. sewn. 
Possibly also used by black edge. 
E-17th Cav. 

N:>te:Much confusion exists on exact use of the various 17th Cav.flashes 
All were unofficial and usage probably varied from year to year. 
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D. 1bea.tre Made Beret Flashes 
11. 75th Infantry(Ranger)continued 12.173rd Abn.Bde.LRRP 

c.Hand sewn. d.Machine sewn. a.Machine sewn.Red upper 
panel,blue lower.Bend is 

E. IBRP & REXll'U) Pocket Patches SVN colors-3red on yellow. 
1.lst Cav.Div.R'ElllIDJ 2.4th Inf.Div.IBRP(longRange Recon Patrol) 

a.Subd.on 00 twill. 

c.Color.Machine sewn 
in Vietnam.on forest 
gm.twill.Dark gm.ivy. 

a.Color.Machine 
sewn.SVN colors in 
circle. 

3. 5th Inf .Div. REXDNOO 

a.Subd.Factory 
anbr. on 00 
twill. 

b. Color. Odd Asian 
factory anbroidered. 
Circle-SVN colors. 

b.Subd.Factory 
anbr.on odd lilm 
gm.twill. 

IDrE: Tur further details on ''RKXlNlX>'' 
insignia,see ASMIC article by W.A. 
Hudspeath in Jul-Bep.1983 Trading Post. 
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E. l.8RP, REXX>IDO & RANGER Pocket Patches 
4. 5th Special Forces Group(Abn) RHXlNOO 

a.Color.Machine sewn 
black on white twill. 

d.Subd.Crude hand 
sewn on CD twill • . 

g.Subd.Nice quality 
hand sewn.Black vel­
vet "V'' on CD twill. 

b.Color.Machine sewn 
black on \\bite twill. 

e.Subd.Machine sewn 
on CD twill.Note 
gm.outer edge. 

h.Subd.Factory enbr. 
Q:ld shape and very 
sna.11 size "V" . 

c._Subd.Factory embroid. 
black on CD twill. Issue. 

f.Subd.Very crude hand 
sewn on CD twill.Used. 

i.Subd.Hand sewn black 
on cannuflage jungle 
jacket naterial.. Very 
srm.11 overall size. 

Note: For further details on the 5th SF Gp.REmro insignia and school, 
see the article by the autlx>r in the Jan-Mar.1985 issue of ASMIC Trading 
Post. Several. of the REO)NDO insignia shown in this section are Dll.Chine 
anbroidered in the USA, and are so noted in individual. descriptions as 
"Factory Finbroidered".'lbese are U3 made as they were officially issued 
and authorized insignia. Many of the theatre made insignia were never 
officially autlx>rized by the U.S.Army. 
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E. I.RRP,RlOCDNOO & RANGER R:>cket Patches 
4.5th SF Gp.mIDNOO(cont) 5. 9th Infantry Division REXDNOO 

j. Subd. Arrowhead div­
ided 00 & black with 
l:iloo gm.Arrow &.light. 

a.Color.Hand sewn 
in Vietnam. 

a.Color & Subd. b.Subd.Fact. 
versions exist. eoi>r. in USA. 
Machine sewn in ID not con-
Vietnam. finned. 

c.Subd.Sane 
as "b" but 
different 
shape & size. 

b.Color.Machine sewn 
in Vietnam. 

c.Subd.Factory eoi>r. 
in USA. Issue. 

7. G carpany, 75th Inf. RANGER REnHX) 8. 75th Inf. RANGER R:>cket Patches 

a.Subd.Machine 
sewn in Vietnam. 

RECOND 

b.Subd.Sruoo as 
"a" but different 
shape. 

a.Color.Old Asian eoi>roid. 
with twill background. 
Based on 75th Inf. DI. 
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E. IBRP,REXXIIDO & RAIDER Pocket Patches 
8. 75th Inf .RANGER Pocket Patches(continued) 

b.Cblor.Cxld Asian Embr. c.Cblor.Hand sewn. 

9. 82nd Airborne Di vision REXnro & LRRP 

d.Subd.Hand sewn. 

a. Cblor.Red & b.Subd.filk.circle, c.Subd."l.RRP" d.Subd.Ckid oolors 
blue on white twill. olive ltrs. on added above. tan twill, black 
''RJOCnro" ro twill. Same. Same colors. edges. Grn. circle. 
Note:All four 82nd Ahn.Div. insignia are US factory embroidered. 

10.lOlst Airborne Div.REroNOO 11.Cambodian Individual Training Group 

a.US factory b.Subd.Machine 
embr. embr. sooewhere 
Cblor:blk.on in Asia. 
white.Subd: 
Blk.on ro. 

a.Cblor. 
''RECONIX)'' 
Very rare 

exanple is 
owned by autoor 

cama fran SF vet 
who served in 

this unit in '72. 
00 twill arrowhead, 

white skull, gre}' cobra. 
flags full colors. 
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F. 'lbeatre Made Tabs and Arcs 
1. Tabs and Arcs- Full Color 

a.l.red on white. 
2.blu.e on green. 

d.yellow on camey. 

g.white & red on blk. 

~ - - -
\-·\_RR P 

----- .,__ 

m.l.white on black. 
2.yellow on black. 
3.gold on black. 

s. red on CD grn. 

u.yellow on black. 

b.l.yellow on bl.k. 
2.white on blue. 
3.orange on blk. 

e.yellow on CD grn. 

h.white & red on Blk. 

c.yellow on black. 

f.1.white on blk. 
2.gold on blue. 
3.white on red. 

i.White& blk.on lt. 
blue . . 

1.1.White on black. 
2.white on blue. 

n .1. yellow on CD grn. o. orange on CD gm. 
2.red on CD grn. 

-

.. ' 
' ' l •"', I ' r 

q.white on black. r.yellow on black. 

t.red ltrs. blue edge on white. 

v.yellow on blue. w.red & black on white. 



F. Theatre Made Tabs and Arcs 
1. Tabs and Arcs-Full Color 
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x. mue on yellow. Red "SFm" • on green. z. Yellow on blk. 
"Spl. Forces ~ns. Base" 

aa.White on dark blue. 

cc.Orange on black. dd.~. 

ff.White on red. 

bh.l.white on black. 
2.white on blue. 
3.red on white. 
4.gold on red. 

bb.Yellow on black. 

ee. Orange on white. 
(see author's earlier lxx>k 
for addl.Signal Bns.) 

gg.red & blue on white. 

ii. White on blue. 

jj .Red & white 
on blue. 

:tt>te: Tabs & arcs illustrated in gg thru oo are exanples of a large 
nunber of unofficial insignia that \Vere theatre made and v.om on so­
called "Bush bats" which were "cowboy" type full brimood hats made of 
CD green twill,camJUflage Dli.terials,etc. and v.om unofficially, often 
with one side folded up "Australian"style. 'lbese insignia exist for al­
IOOSt every oajor base or town in 'lbailand and Vietnam. 
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F. 'lbeatre Made Tabs and Arcs 
1. Tabs and Arcs-Full Color ( continued) 

kk.GOLD on black. 11.yellow on black. 

mm.White & red on blue. nn.Yellow on red. oo. Yellow on red. 

2. Tabs and Arcs- Subdued (all are Black on OD twill unless noted) 

a. 

d. 

1. 

o. 

-

•• -t ..... ~,,, 
·J•_•.r ·~ 

' ----;:;:-.. 
d 

b. 

e. 

I l 

:=-c,.,_ 

m. 

p. 

' ', 
-. 

~~--~--.J.--.,_ • 

c.Tan outer edges. 

f. 

k. 

n. 

q. 

Note: Many minor variatons exist, those shown are typical examples. 
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F. Theatre Made Tabs and Arcs 
2. Tabs and Arcs-SUbdued ( continued) 

r.There are IIRily different 
arcs this size and shape. 
See autoor's earlier book. 

s. t. 

v. 

G. Theatre Made Scrolls (color and sul:xlued) 

1. White ltrs.red edges on blk. 2 . Saioo colors. 

3 . White on blue. 4. White ltrs.red edges on blk. 

5 . SanE colors. 6. Black on a:> twill subdued. 

Note: Section "G" on scrolls again has representative exan:ples.Much 
unnecessary repetition has avoided by showing one example of each 
n:ejor series. Exanple: in the series of scrolls of RANGER caipanies, 
only one of each IIB.jor style or type is shown. For DDre details,see 
the autoor's earlier book,"US Army Shoulder Sleeve Insignia of the 
Vietnam War" dated 1982. 
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G. 'lbea.tre Made Scrolls (continued) 

9.Sane colors. 10.White ltrs.red edges on canmy. 

White ltrs.red edges on blk. 
ll. Carpany C only in this style. 

12 .• SaIIB colors. 
Co.L only in this style. 

13. Same colors. Co. N only. 14. Black on cannuflage.Co.N only. 

15.White ltrs.red edges on blk. 16. Subdued.Black on 00 twill. 
Co. N only in this style. C.OS. C thru P exist in this style. 

Note:Many minor variations exist in these RANGER Canpanies.Soroo are 
theatre im.de and actually used by unit IIm3bers,others were DBde in 
quantity for collectors. Many replicas or fakes also exist! 
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G. Theatre Made Scrolls (continued) 
Note:Carpanies C thru P exist in each of the styles shown below("q" to "x") 

17 .. White 1 trs. Red edges on black twill. 

19 . Same colors. 

lthjor unit on right. 
21. Sane colors. 

23. Same colors. 

25 • Same colors.D co.151st only. 

18. Same colors. 

Same colors. 

22 . Same colors. 

24 . Sane colors. 

N:>te:D canpany,151st Inf. 
(RAmER) was a Indiana 
National Guard unit called 
to active duty after the 
''Pueblo Incident" in 1968. 
'Ibis unit served a one yr. 
tour in Vietnam with honor. 
Its unit mambers were very 
heavily decorated for valor. 
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G. 'lbeatre Made Scrolls (continued) 

26 .White ltrs.Red edges on black. 

28 .1.Red ltrs.&edges on black. 
2.White ltrs.Red edges OD blk. 

30. Yellow ltrs.& edges on lt.blue. 

32 . Gold 1 trs. & edges on blk.. 

34. Red ltrs. & edges on blk.. 

27 .Divided red upper, 
white lo~r,blk.ltrs.edges. 

29 .Colors not confinned. 

31. Yellow ltrs.& edges 
on blk.. 101st Ahn.Div.? 

Sane colors. 
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G. Theatre Made Scrolls (continued) 

35. White ltrs. & Red edges on blk. 36 .Smne colors. 

37 .Sane colors. Special Forces? 38 .Subd.black on OD twill. 

39. White on IOOdium blue. 40. Yellow on biack. 

41 .White on black. • 42 . Yellow on black. 

43.Yellow on black. 44. Subd. Black on CD twill. 

45.Red on pale blue. 46. Red on black. 
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G. 'lbeatre Made Scrolls (continued) 

47 .. White on black. 

49. Subd. mack on CD. 

3 . Yellow ltrs.Red edges on blk, 

55.White ltrs.Red edges. on blk. 

48.Yellow on black. 

50 .Red on pale blue. 
"AIRBCl?NE" in white. 

~2 . Same colors. 

56 · Red ltrs. & edges, 
Yellow lightning bolts 
& sun on black. 
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G. 'lheatre Made Scrolls (continued) 

57.Gold on black. 

59 • Sane colors. 

61 . Sane colors. 

63 • same colors. 

Oi111eJ#kMi 
- -

67 .White on blue. 

58.S~ colors. 

60 • s~ colors. 

64 • s~ colors. 

66.s~ colors. 

68 .Yellow ltrs. & sabres on red & 
white scroll, black edges. 



66. 

G. 'llleatre Made Scrolls (continued) 

69 ·Red ltrs. &edges on 
pale blue. 
Gold on black. 

71.Gold on black. 

73.Yellow on black. 

75 • White 1 trs. Red edges 
on black. 

77 • Yellow on black. 

70 • Yellow on bla.clt. 
"Screaming F.agle Replace­
ment Training School". 

72 .Gold on black. 

74. Red on black. 

76. • Black 1 trs. & edges 
on white.Cl) gm.outer edge. 

78 . White on dark blue. 
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G. Theatre Made Scrolls (continued) 

79. White ltrs.Red edges on blk. 
( 18th Cooi:>at Aviation Co. ) 

BO.Sane colors. 

Note: Over 50 variations of the "VIE'INAMESE RANGER" scrolls have been 
observed on black or CaJIDUflage cloth including Groups,C,oopmies, 
Battalions, "RCN' for "RECX)N'' plus High Commnd. See the author's 1982 
rook for further details and lists. 

H. Theatre nade Cooi>a.t and Specialty Badges: 

1. Air Assault Badge 
(11th AirAssault Div.) 

4.Arrey Aviator.Subdued. 

2.Arrey Aviator(Pilot) 3.Sane 
Full color.White on CD. 

5.Aircrewmn.Full Color. 6.Same.Subdued. 

7.Senior Aircrewrmn.Subd. 8.Cooi>a.t Infantry Badge 9. Sane.Cblor. 
(CIB) 1st Award.Full color. 
White wreath,IIllSket & edges, 
blue oo.ckground. 



10.cm.O>lor. 

13.CIB.SUbd.Blue 
Il'.llSket on black. 
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11. cm. O>lor 

14 .CIB. SUbd. 

16.Cooila.t ~c badge. 17.Same. 18.Same. 
Color.White on CD, 

12.cm 2nd Award.Color. 

---1.. -- • - - -~ 

15.Expert Inf.Badge. 
Color hand sewn. 

- - -r 

- - __.,( ·-~'-
(I'~ -- ~ 1 

\ I , J ', L 

~--- _ .. __ -- -!I 
'- .._ ___ ), - -~. 

- ___ ., -

19.Sane Subd..White 
details on black. 

20. Same. SUbdued. 21. Expert Medic. 22 ,'Explosive 
White on CD grn. Ordnance Disp. 

23.Same.?bte grn. 
edging for details. 

2A.Basic Pa.rachut- 25.Same. 
ist Badge.Color. 

28. Same. Subdued. 29.Same.Subd. 

Basic.Subd. 

26.Same. 27.Same but on cam:m­
flage 1111terial. 

30.Same.Subd. 31.Same. Subd..Crude. 
Crude. 

Note: Many minor variations exist for these canbat and specialty badges, 
fran very high quality to very crude ••. ooth color and subdued ••. on nany 
types of 1111terial •.• fatigue cloth,cam:ruflage cloth, etc. 
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H. 'llleatre Made Canbat and Specialty Badges (continued) 

32.Senior Parachut. 33.Same.Subd. 
Color. 

36.Same.Color. 37.Same.Subd. 
Very crude. 

34.Master Parachut. 35,Same.Color. 
Color. Very crude. 

38.Same.Subd.Crude. 39.Pathfinder. 
Red flames,grn. 
details on OD. 

40 .Parachute 
Rigger Badge. 
Subd. I 'RIGGER" 
in red.Blk.wings. 

41.Jungle Expert pocket 
patch. Color.White 
\\Ords & ship,red cross 
on blue disc. 

42.Same. Subdued. 
mack on OD twill. 
Black \\Ords & edges. 

43.Same.Subdued. 
mack \\Ords & ship, 
tan edges & cross. 

44.Same. Subdued.Very crude. 
Black \\Ords,ship & edges 
on(]) twill. 



70. 

I. 'llieatre Made Officer's. Collar Branch/Grade Insignia: 
Note: Due to shortages of supply plus the advent of "subdued" sew-on 

officer's collar insignia for branch and grade(rank) ,much of this type 
insignia was locally mmufactured in tailor soops in SE Asia. Below are 
e:xanples available to the author. 

1.Adj .Gen. 
color. 

2.Air Def .Arty. 3.All!\.Subd. 4.Field Arty. 5.Cavalry 
Color. Color. Subd. 

6. 7th Ca.v.Subd. 7.2nd Sqn. llth 8.Christian 9.Engineer 10.Engineer 

11. Gen. Staff 
Color. 

Cav. Subd. ChaplainColor. O::>lor. Color. 

12.Infantry 
Sutxl. 

13.Medical- 14.Medical- 15.0rdnance 
Vet. Color. 432nd DIG(?) Subd. 

Dental unit? 

16. Quartenm.ster 17. Warrant 18. Captain 19.Captain. 20.Major. 
Color. Officer.Subd. Subd. 

21.Lt.Colonel 
Color. 

22.Lt.0::>lonel 23.Colonel 
Subd.Black. Color. 

SUbd. Subd. Bronze 
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J."Iron-on" Officer's Collar Insignia: 

1.Air Def.Arty. 2.Field Arty. 3.Arm>r--cavalry 4.Engineer 5.Infantry 

6. Insp. General 7 .~cal-Dentist 8.~cal-Vet 9 .Mil. Intell.10. Transport. 

11. Captain. 

Note: "Iron-on" insignia has been used heavily in the U.S. 
Navy and USMC,but bas not been used officiaJ.ly in the U.S. 
Army.However, "Iron-on"insignia was used unofficiaJ.ly by 
Army personnel in Vietnam fran 1969-72. In addition to rank 
and branch officer's insigni.a,examples have al.so been seen 
for "U.S.ARMY" pocket tapes plus namatapes and several. unit 
sooulder patches including:MACV,USARV,Special Forces,! FFV, 
II FFV, 173rd Abn.Bde. ,82nd Ahn.Div. ,101st Abn.Div. ,18th 
& 20th Engr.Bdes. and 18th MP Bde. Also oooerved are "RANGER" 
tabs, "AIRlDRNE" tabs, ''PATHFINDER" and Paratroop" badges. 

K. Theatre Made "U.S.ARMY" Pocket Tapes and Nazootapes: 
--- - . ~ - - . - ---------- - - - - ~ . . 
, • , I 

·,\ . 
r - • 

1.Subdued. 2.Subdued. 

TTER 
3.F.arly Black on White. 4.Subdued. 

5.Subdued. 6.Subdued. 

7.Subdued. 8.Subdued. 
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9.Subdued.Frcm Special Forces Vet off jungle jacket 
Words rooan " Death to Vietnamese Coomunists" 

L. 'lb.eatre Made EM Chevrons: 

1.Sulxl.PFC E-2 ·2. Smoo. 
Black velvet. 

3.Subd. lance Cpl. 4.Cpl. E-4 
E-3. Black Velvet. Hand sewn. 

5. Sulxl. Sgt. E-5 7. Subd. Staff Sgt . 8. Subd. Staff Sgt . 
Hand sewn. E-6.Hand sewn. E-6. Velvet. 

9. Subd.Pl t. Sgt. 10. Color. Master 11. Subd. Master 12. Subd. Sgt. Major 
E-7 ~Velvet. Sgt. E-8. Hand Sgt. E-8. E-9. Velvet. 

sewn yellow on Black velvet. 
grn. twill. 
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L. 'lbeatre Made EX Oievrons (continued) 

13.Color .Sp-4 14.Subd. Sp-4. 15.Same. 16.Subd.Sp-5 17.Same. 
Velvet stripe. Hand sewn. 

Note: Section "L" illustrates exanples of local 
mmufactured EM chevrons ..• there are endless 
varieties since each was hand rmde using local 
naterials. The author has not seen local made 
examples of Coommd Sgt.Major E-9 or Sp-7. 

18. Subd. Sp-6. 
Velvet stripes. 

M. Theatre Made Novelty Patches 

1.Blue inner circle,pale 
red outer,white peace sign, 
edges & letters. 

4.filack disc,white ltrs. 
& edges. "Survivor" in blk. 
Center has 4 flags. 

2.White circle,black 
edges & letters. Red 
& blue inner circles. 

-

5. White disc, black 

3.Black disc,yellow 
letters & edges. 
Map of SE Asian 
countries nu.1.ti­
colors. 

Note: This section 
contains exanples of 
the many unofficial, 
scmetiloos obscene, 
Novelty patches used 
by GI's in Vietnam­
which illustrate the 
attitude of those GI' s. 

edges,\\Ords & rifle. 
Figure grn,edges white. 
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M. 'l'beatre Made lt>velty Patches ( continued) 

6.Black disc,red ltrs. 
Upper inner circles 
red & blue.lower white. 

9.Lt.Blue shield,Blk.edge, 
White glass & ltrs. pink 
lady. 

12.Same colors. 

7 .Black.,white ltrs. 8. Red shield, 
Upper red,Thai flag. blk.boots,grn.hel-
Red & white peace met,white ltrs. 
sign. 

10.2nd Inf .Regt.DI but 
cactus has been changed 
to obscene band. 

11. Yellow disc, 
black letters, 
edges & figure. 
3 red oorizontal 
stripes (SVN). 

13.White background,Red letters, 
Black face and edges. 
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M. 'lbeatre Made Novelty Patches (continued) 

14.White on lt.blue. 15.Black on yellow. 

16.White on red. 17.White on red. 

N. late Additions 

Below are photos of additional variations of Theatre Made unit shoulder 
patches,tabs and scrolls seen at the recent ASMIC National Convention 
in Cincinnati, Ohio, or borrowed fran collectors since earlier portions 
of the book were c.a:Ipleted. Several are so rare or unusual, the decisicn 
was n:ade to add than at the end of this book rather than miss than in 
this book: . 

1.Color.Hand sewn. 
F.dges & 1 trs. yellow. 

2.Color.Hand sewn.Tab 
above turquoise grn. 
with white ltrs. 

3.Subd.SSI has blk.vel­
vet panels.Attached tab 
Blk. edge, white 1 trs. on 
00 grn. twill. 



N. Late Additions 

4.Color.Machine sewn. 
Tab yellow on blk. 

7.Su.bd.Machine sewn. 
Blk.on CD. White "3". 
3rd Bde.4th Inf.Div. 

10.Su.bd.Sewn direct 
onto jungle jacket. 
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5.Color.Machine sewn. 
Black shield,red edge 
White ltrs.Exact use 
unknown.1st Inf.Div? 

8.Su.bd.Blk. on CD. 
Machine sewn. White 
sv.ord in center. 

11.Subd.Machine sewn. 
Blk. on CD. Unit? 

6.Color.Hand sewn. 
White on blue.Red 
M-16 rifle. 

9.Su.bd.Hand sewn 
on jungle camny. 
Blk.elephants & 
edges.Gray details. 

12.Color.Machine sewn. 
White ltrs.Red edges 
on black. 

13.Subd.Blk.sewn directly 
into CD jungle jacket. 

14. Color. Gold on blk. 
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0. Glossary of Tel'fIS/ Abbreviations 

Abn. 
ACR 
ADA 
AG or Adj .Gen. 
approx. 
Arnn. 
ARVN 
ARP 
Arty. 
ASMIC 
Assist. 
Avn. 
backgrd. 
Bde. 
blk. 
B&W 
Camny 
Cav 
cm 
CIDG 
OdAC 
O:ml. 
oonst. 
CPL. 
desr. 
DI 
Div. 
EM 
Engr. 
fat. 
FFV 
Ft. 
grn. 
lx>riz. 
Inf. 
Log. 
lRRP 
lt. 
Lt.Col. 
ltrs. 
MAAG 
MAO/ 
Med. 
mil. 
MP 
00 
pc. 
PFC 
Plt. 
mx:xNX) 

Regt. 
SE 

Airborne 
Amored Ql.va.lry Regimant 
Air Defense Artillery 
Adjutant General 
approx:ima.tely 
Amored 
Army Republic of Vietnam 
Aerorifle Platoon 
Artillery 
American Society of Military Insignia Collectors 
Assistance 
Aviation 
background 
Brigade 
black 
black and white (plx>tos) 
OmDuflage 
Ol.vla.ry 
Chii>at Infantry Badge 
Civilian Irregular Defense Group 
Capital Military Assistance Camend 
C.oormnd 
construction 
Corporal 
description 
Distinctive Insignia (also camDnly called"unit crest") 
Division 
Enlisted Men 
Engineer 
fatigue 
Field Force Vietnam 
Fort 
green 
lx>rizontal 
Infantry 
logistical 
Long Range Recon Patrol 
light 
Lieutenant Colonel 
letters 
Military Assistance Advisory Group 
Military Assistance O:mmnd Vietnam 
Medical 
military 
Military Police 
Olive Drab (olive green widely used in US~) 
piece 
Private First Class 
Platoon 
"Recon Ca:n:mndo" 
Regiment 
Southeast 
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O. GloslllU"y of Te:nns/ Abbreviations (continued) 

SF 
Sp. or Spec. 
sq. 
Sgt. 
SSI 
S'IRA'!Old 
subd. 

SVN 
twill 

USARV 
vert. 
Vet 
VN 

P. Contributors: 

Specli:al Forces 
Specialist 
square · 
Sergeant 
Sooulder Sleeve Insignia(official term for sooulder patch) 
Strategic Army Caimmi.cations Ccmmnd 
subdued(insignia of darker shades,nomally CD & black, 

used on fatigue,canbat & jungle uniforns). 
South Vietnam 
Cotton cloth woven in a linear pattern,DDSt camonly 
used on CD color cotton "fatigue" unifo:nns. 
U.S. Army Vietnam 
vertical 
Veterinarian 
Vietnam 

The autlx>r wishes to recognize those individuals wbo have assisted him 
in the preparations of this book by sharing insignia in their collection, 
offering other valuable infonm.tion or by their encouragaoont! 

Major Clinton Ancker III Dave Jordon Dave Parham 
V. K. Ager Joe Kanick Terry Phillips 
Allen Andrews Al Kauffllllll Lt .Col.G. V.Piercy 
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