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| “What I'm telling you is faet,”

paid Gritz, a retired U.S. lieuten-’
ant colonel with the Army’s Spe-.

cial Forces, as he addressed a
krowd of about 200 people at Santa
Barbara City College Saturday
night. '
' “When I was commander of Spe-
cial - Forces for Latin America
these plans were already laid

out,” he added. “We were going to

do it. The only thing that stopped '

us was the liberal Congress.”

: He was invited to Santa Barbara'
by a political club at City College’

to deliver a tatk on drugs and U.S.
foreign policy.
t Gritz, who has more than 70 dec-
orations for valor based on his
tours of duty in Vietnam, says it is
the desire for the .new canal that
has been behind the Contra war in
Central America, the drug war in
Latin America, and the destabil-
ization .of the former Sandinista
government in Nicaragua. . ::
Nicaragua, since last century,
has  been the focus of United

States attention in the building of*

'a canal to connect the two oceans,
'but the engineering problems of
‘such . a. project have stopped it
from happening, Gritz said.

' Instead, a canal was built by the
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- James “Bo” Gritz: Some 200

nuclear bombs will be )
detonated 1o create a canal
in Nlcaragua between the
Atlantic and Peacitic oceans.

United States along a part of what
was then Colombia, and which
.then became Panama, near the -

turn of the century. -~ .. .
But the Panama Canal has out-
lived its usefulness, and nuclear

- bomb technology makes it possible
to build a new canal across N icar-

agua, Gritz said, -

' That explains, he said, why fdr-
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" -mer Presidéiii;ff‘:.l mmycarter Was

willing 107 sign "treaties, turning
over the watefway to the Pananma-

nians by the exfd.6f the century.” 1 -

Curter,: and,. subsequently,. for- .

‘mer President Ronald Reagan, re- .

alized; that eventually- the : new - -

canal had to be built across Nicar-
- agua, he said, but situations néed- - ;
- ed to be created to allow the Unit-".
ed States to build its canal,. .4+

To do so, however,.the United -
States had.to destabilize and re-

place the revolutionary Sandinis-

tas- and get-a;inore: cooperative
government In place, dccording to -

Gritz. T PP
“We have been planning a canal.
and that canal is(to be) in Nicara-
gua,” he said. “We tried to do it in

the 1080s, Putting in a new canal,

that was one of (Reagan's) main

The US. Central Intelligence

Agency was called upon and the..’
Contras . were - equiipped and ', fi- .

nanced for' this 'purpose, Gritz’
said, Congress refused to supply

all the money needed to-accom-

plish the task, 5o the CIA and the

U.S. ‘government went' inte the =

drug-running :'business ‘to help’

finance the operations, Gritz said. -
‘'The running of drugs was some- -

thing the government had- been’

doing for decades,‘'mainly *in' -
" Southeast Asia, sald Gritz, who in

1979 was sent by the United States

to search for prisoners of \\:nr"'h_lf-.

that area of the world.: *
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