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COGENT COMMENTARY 

I didn't have a very happy child­
hood, either, , , 

But nobody worried very much about it. 
I was too busy, I guess -- cutting lawns, 
shoveling snow, running errands, delivering 
packages for 10 cents, selling newspapers, 
doing housecleaning for my mother, and 
going to school. I passed my grades, too: 
if I hadn't, I'd have had the hide strapped 
off me. 

No one concerned himself about my 
amusements, either. What fun we had, we 
made. But if we did any damage, like break­
ing a window in a ball game, we paid for 
it by working it out. 

We never heard these modern phrases 
like "standard of living," "subsistence level," 
"minimum requirements." Our standard of 
living was whatever my father (and after 
I was about 12, my father and I) earned. I 
don't suppose people "understood" me and 
if I had said so, my mother would have 
asked, "Why should they'" And certainly no 
one ever gave a thought to my "problems." 
They were mine, weren't they' Mine to solve. 
Why should I expect anyone else to bother' 

If my father was laid off, we stopped 
spending on anything but food, and a lot 
less of that. My dad spent every waking 
hour looking for work - any work. We lived 
on savings and when they were gone, we 
moved in with relatives. If there had been 
no relatives, when every penny and every 
salable asset was gone, we would have gone 
to the only place left - the County Poor 
House - but that would have been an ad­
mission that we couldn't take care of our­
selves. 

You'll notice in this true story of a 
typical American family of a few years back, 
I'm not talking about privileges nor hap­
piness. I guess we didn't have much. But 
we had something that was infinitely more 
important, infinitely more rewarding - we 
had self-respect, because whatever we had, 
however little it was, we earned. 

It seems to me that is why America is 
the strong nation it is today - and it will 
stay strong only as long as there are enough 
Americans more interested in earning than 
in getting. 

Courtesy: Warner & Swasey Co. 

"AIR AMERICA'S MOTTO: 'ANYTHING, ANYTIME, ANYWHERE-PROFESSIONALLY'" 
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UDORN FLOOD 
The city of Udorn, in central Thailand, 

recently suffered one of the worst floods in 
its history; the magnitude of the catastrophe 
can be seen by the pix on these two pages. 

AAM's Base suffered virtually no damage 
as a result of the high water since only rei· 
atively small areas of the Base were flood· 
ed to any depth. 

The salient point was the great damage 
the flooding did to roads leading to the Base 
from downtown Udorn and from the sur· 
rounding countryside which seriously imped· 
ed the ability of AAM employees to get to 
work. Result was a slight production slow· 
down for about three days. 

To meet flight schedules and make sure 
certain key personnel could get to work, 
UH·34 helicopters were pressed into taxi 
service. Centrally·located areas in Udorn, 
which were known to be high and dry, were 
preselected as rendezvous points for those 
employees to be air·taxied to our Base. 

The most frequent comment heard was: 
"This IS the way to come to work!" 

* * * * * * 
The memorandum reproduced below ;$ self-ex­
planatory - ED. 
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Biking and pumpil1g in front of AAM's Traffic Terminal. 

Downtown Udorn's Sawadee (Welcome) Circle - with double Clrches - completely surrounded by flood 
waters, 

"YOU CANNOT FLY WITHOUT SUPPLY" 
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Flood makes a "cana/" between Shops/Office builc/· 
ing (I.) ancl Facility Maintenance Shop (r.). 

UH-34 picking up passengers from high ground 
near the Uclarn railway station for transportation 
to UrH Base during flood. 

Aerial view of washed out main highway and 
flooded countryside near Uelarn Royal Thai Air 
Force Base. 

* 
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MY QUOC HANG KHONG 

Flood causes monumental traffic jam in downtown Uclarn. 

Pedicabs and motorbike negotiate watery Uclarn street. 

Graceful pirogues stancl by during Uclarn flood. 

"NO COMMUNICATION-NO AIRLINE" 
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"NAME THE CHALLENGE-WE CAN MEET IT" 

SMART TRAINEES 
The current class of 25 South 

Vietnamese trainees are distinguish~ 
ing themselves by making exception~ 
ally high grades in the various 
courses they are taking - some of 
the highest ever made at the Tech~ 
nical Training Division. The class will 
graduate in February, 1971. 

Posing in Iront of Air Asia's Overhaul Shops 
buUclin'g are the South Vietnamese trainees, I 

Technical Training Division personnel, and the 
visiting South Vietnamese dignitaries (center, I 

standing), 
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VIETNAMESE VIPS 
VISIT AACLIT AINAN 

Earlier this. year, a delegation of three 
top Republic of Vietnam government dig­
nitaries flew from Saigon to Tainan - via 
Taipei - to observe -at first hand the train­
ing of 25 South Vietnamese mechanics at 
the Main Maintenance Base of Air Amer­
ica's subsidiary, Air Asia Company Liinited. 
The South Vietnamese government officials 
who visited Tainan were: Messrs. Tran Van 
Bot, Director of Cabinet, Ministry of Labor; 
Huynh Cong Can, Director of Vocational 
Training, Ministry of Labor; and Ngo Van 
Sieng, Secretary General, Ministry of Nation­
al Education. The dignitaries were accom­
panied by Mr. Nguyen Van Bo, our Assistant 
Personnel Manager at Saigon. 

After arriving in Taipei, the three gov­
ernment officials paid a courtesy call on the 
Vietnamese Ambassador to Taiwan; they then 
visited Air Asia's Taipei headquarters where 
they were given an extensive briefiing of 
the Company's history, development and 
operations by Mr. Hugh L. Grundy, President. 

The officials and Mr. eo then proceeded 
to Tainan, .in the southern parto! Taiwan, 
where they were greeted at 'Air Asia's Main 
Maintenance Base by Mr. AI Wueste, Vice 
President Technical Services, and those Di­
vision Directors on his staff who were con. 
cerned with the facets of Air Asia's opera­
tion of direct interest to the South Viet­
namese dignitaries. 

After an extensive tour of all of MMB's 
facilities, the visiting officials observed in 
action the 25 South' Vietnamese trainees 
who are undergoing a one-year training pro­
gram, officially labelled International Line 
Service Mechanic Course. The dignitaries 
were impressed with Air Asia's training meth­
ods and modern training facilities and also 
with the initiative and positive attitude of 
the students towards the training program. 

Mr. Bot,sRokesman for the visitors, de­
livered a speec~ to the students in which 
he stated that the trainees were indeed for­
tunate to receive such fine training with out­
standing training aids, facilities and high 
quality instructors, and that Air Asia should 
be commended for its contribution toward 
the development of aviation in Taiwan and 
the Far East. 

Mr. Bot went on further to say that Air 
America was the first foreign company in 
Vietnam to develop an overseas training pro­
gram onsuc~ascale, and expressed hope 
that other companies in Vietnam would fol­
low its fine example. 

'. The three dignitaries, and Mr. Bo, then 
flew back to Saigon after a farewell dinner 
given them in Taipei by Mr. Grundy. 

"PROFESSIONALISM THROUGHOUT" 
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Lao Government dignitaries await the arrival of their King and Queen at Wattay Airport, Vientiane. They or') (I. to t., foreground): His Excellency Phau; Sa­
nanikone, President of the National Assembly; His Highness Prince 50uvanna Phouma, Prime Minister of Laos; General Ouane Rothikone, Commander in Chief 
of the L(10 Armed Forces; and Mr. Ouday Sananikone, Chief of Protocol, Ministry 01 Foregn Affairs, 

JAl's DC-8 ready to receive the royal party at Wottoy Airport. On either side of the cockpit oro the 
flags of Laos (left) and Japan (right). The Air America boarding ramp has just been positioned by the 
plane's forward access door. 

Group of some 36 pretty Lao festival dancers, scheduled to perform native dances on Lao Day at Japan/s 
Expo '70, await signal to board the JAL OC-8 to take them to Osaka. SRTM "Scotty" Camburn is at felt. 

AAM ASSISTS LAO 
KING AND QUEEN 

At the request of the Agency for Inter· 
national Development/Laos, Air America 
personnel at our Vientiane Base provided 
ground handling services for their Royal Lao 
Majesties, King Sri Savang Vatthana and 
Queen Khampoui, and their official party when 
they departed from Vientiane's Wattay Air· 
port aboard a Japan Air Lines' DC·8 to attend 
Expo '70 at Osaka to fulfil their commitments 
at Lao Day at Japan's World Exposition. 

AAM's Manager of Technical Services, 
Jack Pearsall, and his staff converted an 
existing Air America work stand to make it 
high enough to service a DC·8. A red carpet, 
bordered on each side by roped, brass stan· 
chions was furnished by Air America to add 
an air of distinction to boarding their Maj· 
esties and party. 

An MA·1 jet starter was borrowed from 
the U.S. Air Force at Udorn, Thailand, and 
flown to Vientiane in an Air America C·123K 
specifically to handle their Majesties' aircraft. 

Senior Traffic Manager R. J. "Scotty" 
Camburn and his staff handled baggage and 
cargo for the flight and also assisted JAL's 
Regional ,Manager, Captain M. Hosada, in 
matters of customs and manifesting. 

Despite overcast skies and a drizzle of 
rain, their Majesties, their official party of 
12, plus some 36 pretty Lao festival dancers 
- who were to perform at Expo '70 - ex· 
perienced little inconvenience and no delay 
in departing on JAL's .DC·8, the first pure 
jet aircraft to use Wattay Airport's newly 
extended runway - now 9,538 feet long in· 
cluding a 3,000 foot extension funded by 
the Japanese Government. 

II A PLANE IS NO BETTER THAN ITS MAINTENANCE" 
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are escorted to their aircraft by JA('s Regionof Manager, Captain M. 

Thei, Royal Lao Majesties, guided by Captain Hosada, prepare to board JAL's DC·B via Air America's specially-mode boarding ramp. 

Holding a decorative bouquet of flowers, Her Majesty Queen Khampoui, followed by His Majesty King Sri Savang Vatfhana, mount Air America's boarding ramp 
to begin fJi~ht from Vientiane to Osaka and Expo 70. 

"FIND A WAY YOU CAN-NOT A REASON YOU CANNOT" 
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is aNICE four letter word 

FIFTH THAI CAPTAIN 
The Thai pilot training program on UH-

34 helicopters at Air America's Udorn, Thai­
land Base is paying handsome dividends. Of 
seven Thai pilots who joined the Company 
on 1 March, 1970, three have completed 
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George L. Christian, "' 
Published by: 
AIR AMERICA, INC. 
Field Executive Office 
Kadeno Air Base, Okinawa 
APO 96239 

EDITOR'S EDEN 
(or; shortie squibs from here & there) 

THE SILENT MAJORITY? 
This issue of the Air America LOG 

marks over three years of continuous 
publication of the newsletter. 

We have spent innumerable hours 
wondering what our readers - some 
5,000 of them - think about our news­
letter, good' rarl? indifferent' 

Whatever it is, our readers remain 
almost totally silent We are beginning 
to wonder: are we publishing the LOG 
for "The Silent Majority?" 

Or will someone put pen to paper 
and tell us what they think: good' bad' 
indifferent' - ED. 

their check-out flights as pilots·;n-command New Thai UH-34 Coptain Van U-Muong (I.) being congratulated by Captoin Phif Goddard, Air Amer-
and have been up-graded from First Officer ica's Acting Chief Pilot, Rotary Wing, Uclarn, in front 01 a UH-34. 

to Captain. The third pilot of this group to 
be up-graded is Captain Van U·Muangl the 
two classmates of his who were just recently 
up-graded are Captains Sompong Maneewun 
and Manus Disoum (Air America LOG, VOL 
IV, No.7, p. 7). 

Captain Van U-Muang graduated from 
Flying Training School at Korat, Thailand, in 
July, 1955, then joined the Royal Thai Air 
Force for whom he flew until coming to Air 
America in March of 1970. '. 

The first two Thai pilots to check Qut 
on AAM UH-34s are "oldtimer" Captains 
Boonrat Com-Intra and Boonchoo Na Na­
kornphanom who joined the Company in 
1966 and 1967 respectively; they are both 
participating actively in flight training the Thai UH·34 Captain and Instrudor Pilot Baonrot Thai UH-34 Captain and Instructor Pilot Boonchoo 
Thai student pilots. Com-Intr{l standing by a UH-34. No Nakornphanom in the cockpit of a UH-34. 

I'rinl,'" il)' Chin" Color l',inting Company, Inc. ]'.lil'cI, T"I~"n, R,'public of Chi"a "SAFETY IS 'NO ACCIDENT" 
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