UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
HEADQUARTERS. FLLEET MARINE FORCE. PACIFIC
FPO. SAN FRANCISCO. 96601

In the name of the President of the United States, the
Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific takes pleas-
ure 1n presenting the DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS to

FIRST LIEUTENANT ALLEN EDWARD CATES
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
for service as set forth in the followlng

CITATION:

"For herolsm and extraordinary achlevement in aer-
lal flight as Pllot of a UH-34D helicopter attached to and
serving with Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 365 in the
Republic of Vietnam, On 24 July 1965 First Lieutenant CATES
displayed exceptional aeronautical abillity in the successful
helicopter rescue of two United States Navy pilots who had
safely ejected from thelr stricken aircraft after it was shot
down by hostile ground fire deep in enemy held territory.
Flying over rugged terrain in extremely hazardous weather con-
dltions, which in some areas necessitated flying through moun~ ‘
taln passages at only fifty feet of elevation, Flrst Lieutenant |
CATES' alrcraft was forced to return in order to refuel after
only a brlef time in the general area. Having refueled, he
agaln courageously pressed on to the objective. Locating the
two men on the edge of a clearing, he fearlessly exposed hime
self to enemy fire as he ski1llfully maneuvered into the land-
ing zone and extricated one of the pllots while his companion
alrcraft plcked up the other. First Lieutenant CATES' cou-
rageous actlons, inspiring devotion to duty and exceptional
aeronautical abillity were in keeping with the highest tradi-
tlons of the United States Naval Service."

FOR THE PRESIDENT

TEMPORARY CITATION




