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History of Aviation Collection

Paul A. Oelkrug

Curator of Special Collections
McDermott Library

Phone: (972) 883-2553

Fax: (972) 883-4590

E-mail: Qelkrugi@utdallas.edu

February 12, 2004

Allen Cates

Dear Mr. Cates:

As always, it is a pleasure to hear from you. 1 am happy to have been able to find the
letter you requested so quickly. For your records, the letter is housed in the CAT/Air
America group, Dave Hickler Collection, Box 7, Folder 7A.

Should you need official verification of the authenticity of the photycopies, I will be
happy to send you something. In the meantime, if [ can be of further assistance, please

contact me or one of the other staft.

Before I close, I should point out that we now have in addition to me, another fulltime
archivist that may be helping you from time to time.

Best wishes,

Paul A. Oelkrug

www.utdallas.edu/library/special/aviation/index.html
(972) 883-2570
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY;AFFIRMATIVE AGTION UNIVERSITY
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Fresident - TFE 22 ugust 1964
GML _ GHLm600 54
Parsonal (hsexvation

Referencet Our XGXO Momsage of 18 August 1964 Begarding the Loss of He-l9

choin of events that toak place from our staff vis my office. It might be

Iﬁrﬁtbemmafths“wobmﬂatabmtlmaﬂwretmmgto
the alrfield fyom tovm, I was advised that we had Hproblamge? el was
desm, shot down a8 a result of trying 4o pick up a T=28 crewsan who had
bean shiot deowm, Caribou 392 flovm Gaxy Malmburg was al the acane .
wmmﬂﬂmﬁmwwmaﬁnnezmmrwmﬁmrvhws.
ngmmm-ummaapmwmam@.mnmo:
H—l?,amﬂ:emllnsitfcllurfdmmthaslopeofﬂwmu,ﬁ.‘L'I.edHith
bullots and the immedicte fire that engpulfed and destroyed l-19. Malmberg
8o ons pan Jump free of the burning machine end he "thought® he saw ane
other pearson but he was not sure, ‘

wewmintbaradiomofowtmmumﬂmckmcaiﬂngremm
mamﬁmomm,mwlasm@g, that had been directed to
the zrea by owr staff,

mmAtmmatmmmm-mmmm—mmlu
other concerned indivicduals. Anbassedor Unger soon arrived with his staff,
nemtmtmﬁhym.wl.mmww,mmmmm
rescue edef and coordinator, The /mbassador then como to our OU radio

oftbuﬁ-d.?,whmmmdﬁremsmm;nm,mtthe
: and his reccemerdations that Hapaln would do the job.
Btaletanndx‘ochtaalmintiﬁshom.ly &rea would not drive out
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Prior to tho arrivel of the Arbopsador, elemente within our staff amd othors
at the sirport had dndtinted ardoars to line up and stond by cur spocial pilots
for T-28 duty. bord had been received prior to the /mbapsador's nyrival that
"no fricmds”® from across the river could be used - only Air Anarica pilois in
this case hut only ofter his po-chend sfter hic flrotehnrd anpprodecl of the
situstion after owr briefing at our (D sghack.

The Jnbassador Ustenod attentatively to Malmberg, coked the propor cucstions,
and was We centar of a quist but emmest crowd of about ten very conceyned
Anddviduals, including ?uelf.. Finally, efter & quist moment of reflection,
he eaid, "0K, let's go," "lapalm, if 1t must be but no, repeat, no villages
or houses wre 40 be hdt.” * Jungles and troop positions, but no villages."
wter the Ambaseador individually bricfed cech pdiot that ™o napaim Lo be
used on villuges ~ 0p ond gun pesitions only.” OQur three special pilots
ware roady, eeger, wi tfago-thcymlywmtadtheapprwaltogo. hpd
go they did. QOff in their T«2B!s they went, Theee were our pros, owr "last

_ oldll, courage, snd devotion to0 a cause. laugh, if

% our
s but men and 8 of Congpany
mwmf.g;gxmrealm paﬂ.ofthiaﬁm@mm. l%

i
:

In onb case it was necessary for me personally to tell the Aly Attache that a
certain pllot was not authordsed to prbicipste due to insufficiont yrecent
truining and chegk-out provedurss, The Mr Attache was in complste aceord and
he fully sgreed with my positiom and authority in these mattera,

The time was now abowt 1600L and "our® thyvee T-28s wers in tho adr and erroute.
Flyirg; time was about 40 minutes o S84te 95 dn the T-28. Yo could only walt.

In the moantime, we head directed another Hotel to stand by at 95 for our T-28
offort. ¥e hod sent Fred Walls off in a Caribou to fly high cover an: 966
uhat he coudd see penddng furthor deelsions on rescue effords. Vred wvas alle
te contact we in VI vis a relsy aircraft, His observotions were helpful os
ware others in tho aren,

1he racio suddenly Llsred forth fiom une of the high cover adrcruft, Plarkidia,
Bandite in the srea." This was o new andd einlotor develomment. Qur Yom Krolm
iammwdintely asied, "Whot Jdnd are they?® "How in the sh _ _ would I know,"
ed.{adthaomboys.“ "Hell, yoe, thoy ure on the way."
was stummed. Peoplo went out on the run to inform other people. It wis not
unidd fowr mnutes later thot we vere advised Ly the same pllot that his repart
was in @ror and to cancel the alert. Needlass to s there wns o noticeable
callective elgh of relief fyom everyone, But the H-19 pilot was still down

Tom Erohn was espeadally good on the redio in directing the search and ocontzol-
lng the aircraft dn tho cren. larry doseph, ot Sneior M, wzo a piller of
sirength ond wisdom iith his knowdodge of planes, crevs, locations, sites
avaslability, eta. €. G Walkar, Assistant Stotion Muvger, wio cmtinually
on the soends keerdng in full contoet with 1l portics and coorisnuting ns
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roquired and ao nocesssyye To Co' frocticel experienco, 28 woll as his flying
backgrourd, rmde hin a woleums addition to tho Adr Lmegicn exacutive icam in
this rescus offert., '

To derrosy arg o back for o moment, for the seke of 1 poini, consicer +iftns
‘shapsador Ungar lietened to all the points apd argunente for poing iull etean
M-mﬂﬂmmmmramo:mum-orhowngoﬂ-ofmung foxr
further informition, of witing for words of guidenco from Washington. 1he
Arbaspedor, after hearing all the erpumente for eending out the T-2fa with
MM pllots, sedd simply, "O0K, let'em 80"

liw this moy poud ecusy, sinplo end logiesl cn the basis of my report, but ;
corziider blg problem. io had speeific orders o sund out these Anid pllots
&wmmwmwwmmmwmumﬂmm
of ridtany. In.mmmn:mmmﬁotmm,wmm,m
resomnaxia s he paldy, "0K, lot‘em go," 1 found out the fellowing duy that
b &eﬂ.m mmmnmmmmmm
espuption of wnouthordized t¥e Frankly, I have s new found sdmiration
fnrthismﬂxohmuwhuuotaduﬁ.wlbjobuﬂhutuethmﬂmﬁmmm.
Iaammﬂmthaﬂﬂh&wwmmliﬂedlﬂﬂpermtamm.

1 m‘ﬂmabmanammtota;rhatepwmmmmmm
he had plven the go-shead. Hatnlﬂmofhumblmmﬁofhwhemmttm
the Lish and without proper authorisetion for his aetions. He was wall aiere
ormpdlnta'mmamforuranwnﬂotmdthomhmlmmnmimwsaw
8 tuddys mwmwrmmmmwmmwmm.
mwnwttomuymmacm,emMmammmwwm
entire Amerlean peoples Ms words would have hecn worthy of cuoting: 4n o
futwre histary book af the wor in Southeast Agia, Qf course, the arew of the
oot T-2ft wan of great eoncern,

He had coffes and wadtod fuor the action. It o, O T-28 pllots did thelr
job.owlhtalmadinamtpﬁ.dmdtpmwmpﬂatmﬂ
almmmuhmbammckqdmbyamuoamwmtomﬂmtomn‘nw
dispatched a Ten-iwe to take him to Koret. Owr infoymation o
that be has a bullet hole thwough his fool or enkle apd has burns covering
25pwmtarmmmthatmummugmw.

mmmwmmmmwummmmwmmme
scenc. They had worked wall and honestly in trying to oid our ceuse, Thedr
kmlpmummtaduﬂlmumtm,ﬂmughcmmmoramm,sm
mwowmwmmmwum“fwadoledm. Goodness
anly lnovs how meny pecple were inv vod, but they were loyel ond sinceye,

Ye loarnod of o lute, lust, strike thet was t0 come off ot the aite at sbout
2620L, I was in the @ shack (and shagk it is!) follodng the

opcratlons over the WF sot irvgtedled in cur offico, (Incldent 11y - o mudar
of owr alrcraft opurating in wds aros ML, repect, MBT, be equipped i,

BF oets, %his is sbpolutely necessary far us to keep in contact vith ouw

N
P
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frlopdly ivicnds fyom over the ooa and fram over the land. Our prosent
carrsmications capability is severely limdicd und dengerous. lhis Froblen

45 easlly solved by an expenditure of money - the chenpest thing ve have

thoso daye!) It was fast gettdng dark wwi wo could easily hoer these pllote
tadking from plane 1o plane of the fowr pluns striko clamont. They bad sanll
vllifoulty in locuting the tgel apea wad they kept tulking of tids fridge!
or "th.tuvall%“m' Just “ahead oan the ridgs line." POK, X got it," “Ity

on the run." "Tollow me, I get tida side = you see?" a1l in ahart, elipped
sentances, wnamotional voloes doing & professional job an & businoss«like
bagla, There woe no hysterdcs - Just & businesslike, sirplans-like talk
betweon a group of dedicated prose Ve gould hear thens olearly an they want
ubout. thelr business of shooting shot and sholl into enemy positions end os

it businesulilic atortod, it busiposulike findchcd. w0 ke ib vas findohod

b{ tho Y UWetts g0 oo ghatter to esch other. "OK{. I'm out of armo,"
"I'm getting low on fual,” e got all the erces blasted." Lto., itc. My
quotes may not bo exact but they will suffico to %

over and no omw hurte Flanos are now

g
£
:
E
;
;
3
]
s

8d) paye off now, all eo obvicuely by tho unseen voloes on the redio who e

saylng, "Steer 220, now 230 is tho heading," %you ware 40 noutical milos out

The > e ot mmmmo':nsﬂg:«mn d
responses are, "am at opo one £ ,

"now 600 pounds fued. remadning,® "now 200 powws and ab 2500 foot.h e is &

real droms unfolding in roel ldve life, i huve listened to countless rudio

mako Udorn.® flov 2500 and am getting out." Thero is silence for a
moent and than another plons calls 32 several timos, There is no reply., lio
relays this information o Cendy, Sudd s "1 just sew the wglosion where

Q



University of Texas at Dallas - Departrient of Special Cailections

0
—t

-5—

the plane hit.," *No, I caimot sce if he got out." Instructions are immedinte,
"Flana - arbit tho oite, Flane - tio up ior fucwl -~ we don't went to lose
someono for lack of fusl.® Prociss locstion of crash has been deterwined and
it is relayed as "020 radial from Wlorn ond 20 miles out,.? th, they huve hin
locatexl 411 right -~ no questions and iho udg wvedded fraa so WY, Ly pooada
is that ho 15 across the river! He no longar “wes' in leos, he "was on a
rdeht training flight vhen ho sxporienced engine trouble, ete. otc” The
worry nou 1o for rescuo. Udarn has not boun sleepings. hoy have GIC coptoy
out, xunning, and into the dark night in record time. CIC copter is used ag
that i the enly ready availsble mechine. ‘ihe radio now blares out new
positions, valces, instructions. Soon there are repurts of seeing Lights,
hearing radio bearing signels, snd quickly the copter is overhe:sd und the
{addou angel hip becn picked up wix i eroute o lduem = apparently in goou,
wninjred condition.  There 1s much ghoutdng, Joking, and pounding of backs
in-the radio remns Feople are happy, It%s been a long, long afternoon.
Feople now head for the Company restourent for coffes and not o fov now
relesse the mmwmawﬁmmmm.
It 1o the bappy ending to vhat could have been o moss, A mGB6y & mess, & MGHS,
dramz 1s over

e for up at VIE and thie singular incident is ono thot
bmmaw.wleamthenumafthepcm. We have "wan" again. . "auckod
out again® is anothor well used term by meny. But everyono knows that 4t will

cono ngain and that 4t may be e the next timo,

De B Hdcklopy



