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February 12, 2004 

Allen Cates 

Dear Mr. Cates: 

As always, it is a pleasure to hear from you. I am happy to have been able to find the 
letter you requested so quickly. For your records, the letter is housed in the CAT/Air 
America group, Dave Hickler Collection, Box 7, Folder 7 A. 

Should you need official verification of the authenticity of the photycopies, I will be 
happy to send you something. In the meantime, if I can be of further assistance, please 
contact me or one of the other staff. 

Before I close, I should point out that we now have in addition to me, another fulltime 
archivist that may be helping you from time to time. 

Best wishes, 

Paul A. Oelkrug 

www.utdallas.edu/library/speciallaviation/index.htm I 
(972) 883-2570 

AN EOUAL OPPORTUNITY/AFFIRMATIVE ACTION UNIVERSITY 
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You lrill, in tiue C;;UI'30, l'ocoivo.:. Iill : .. .d o.d·ic;L;~ w.lt<.il.V'.l l'Oport vl ... ho 
cho1n oS: events that took plaoe trw our aWl Via Jq olnce. It lldgbt be 
of intereat to&' 70U to know of tIlT JlOl'6GOL\l, and unoffia1a1 knowl.edgo of tho 
ovont.e t.bnt took place. 

I f11'ct becwDe awanl of the Rprobl.GmD at about lGlltOOL after returning to 
tho a1rf1eld fa'cm toIm. I wu ad.UIled Ulat we had Itprobl.erDlJ. II Jlooi1.9 lro8 
dOIm, shot down a5 a renult of tzy1ng to p1ck up a i\o-2a C1'eIGIIan lmO had 
bOGll shot down. GariboU. 392 t~ G6&7lialmburg lIa8 at the 808110 ~ 
covw and reJlO,l,"t.ing ~1oca. lIIlCllHt8.l'Oh for adsna ot survivor.. . 
MalIIIburg Jwf actuIJl, wt.tne •• the ap~ to the piak up, the hOWl' of 
H-l9, and the J'OU as lt fell oft down the elope of the h1l.l, tilled with 
buUotu and the $""*Unte tire tMt enaul.tecl Md detl~ 11-.1.9. )faJEbel'g 
saw OM man JWIIp tl'eo of the ~ mac:Il.1ne and he "tJloUCht" he _ one 
otbel' pal'8ClIi but he 1R!.8 tlOt sure. 

i,e WGnl in the. radio rOCIll of our Operations llhac.k rcOfdV1rlg reports i'ra'A 
tho scene b:aII. other plnnea, aD well ns J.IaJ.aborg, that had been clU'ected to 
Ultl uoa by our aWl. 

'Iho Air Attache .. at the conU'ol. po1m, .. our CD rad10 l'OQIl\ .. as W!:Ill as 
otber OOMe.DiICl1nd1ndlJels. ~sador IaIs«r aoca 8n1:,oo tdth h1a ataft. 
He w.a tint bri.eted b7 001. ~, Air Atte.cbe, and h1a ~ted a1l­
r<lSCUO c. J.ct Illld cOOrd.1.na tor. 'r:he illik'\88adOl' thon c.:uoo to our VlJ :rodio 
1'OaIl £or ~ bri.eftn,p and Wo tram OUt' FIe &:rid Q{ 1Jtaff. 'l!l1a 1riU 
d!me quick)), aM GaJIAbl¥ b7 our senior. OpcIrat.iClna Uanagell", LaITy .Joee)il, 
end. our detligDated FlO Cld.eJ.', BUl SolJA. 

Ily the ~ th1s ~ had been C<IIIpl.eted, !4l1ld:>erg had returned to 
V'l'.E bom tbe aoene ot the oa'IUIh lIb1ab we.s cief:\.n1~ looated about fiw 
ml.le&s fNa 81~ 95 GIl a betdfll6 ot 020~. He lIU bIwgb't. ,..,..,'S.,toq 
1sltO toM I*'GHIlce or tile AilbaaSGdOr who aabd tor £uU detaUo ot lIbat had 
tnkan pluco. ~g wae V1Bibly she.ken up aM ful..l. oJ.' op1ri.t.. He was 
~ emot.1one111 ia'l'volwn aM wanted to -get tbemD now - at ell. ooeta. 
He me4e an ",,'apt p.t"hentat1.On to the /d)U8«\Or by drawing dirI.e;l'nms of 
t.an'a1n, poa1t.1Cl1l oJ.' tbs &0.19, whe.re f1;I'OUIXl tire wtlS CQldng fraI, Wbat the 
problf111!8 1ICG 8ZKi h1a "'0 aeaMt.1.<lala that ~ lltl.palm would do the "ob. 
Dullete &:rid rockets al.Ghe in th1B heavJ.q ,1unBl.ed ll1'ea would not drive out. 
tbe 1ntl'lldRs who wore no aOltlt 1)1Il'~ at tb1JI ~t creeping Up on our 
American p.Uot b'om .tl-l9. 

~~, 
":;:1 
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J'r1or to tho Iln'iVlll Of tho ~~, olenmta within our aWl c.nd. ot.bors 
at. tho a1rport had 1n1t.1.Atod Ol'dors to l.1zw Up Lllld stand by our spocS nl pUota 
tor 't-2S clutq. ~10l'd had been l'ClC81Yed F10r to the ldmDoador's lllTival that 
"no friCDlIJ II 1'rom 8Ql'08S the nvw could be used - 0I'llV' I\:Ir .il'lEIt'1ca pUoto in 
th13 cru:lO but only :!J.'ter hit! CO-Mend c!tm' I!i:: !'L:"ot-h~.r.d ~'Jll'aj,fI(ll of tile 
s1t\lt>.t:I.on Ill:ter our ~ at our (iJ abAck. 

'!bs liIltlnesa40r lJ.stonod att.entaUvol;y to Mal.I:ilcrc;, aokcd the r~'opcr qw;ot1Gtl8, 
ODd lfruI tbo centca:' of • qu1et. but ~ Cl'OItU 01' about ten Wq ~ 
1nd1v1due'e, 1nclWU!& mvaelf. JliMU;y, ntter a qu1et JllaI¥mt oJ: rotleotiOlll, 
be 1Idc1, .. ~ let'" f!.O.-rr ... "N6~ 1.1: it JilUat bet but no, l'$pOOt, 00 ~ 
or houeea lIro to be bit." II Jmg'le$ lllId 1:&'oop potI1t1ons, but no v111Il£fll"" 
lutel· 'tho .icixl.sOlldor 1nd1vidulllly hrieted (;i',Qh pUot tllUt "no na.;p.'llm to bo 
UIMIIl au v.UJ.l1gea - troop lID1 &Ub po&1 t.1cIal cml.f. If OUr Ull'6O opeo1.al. p1..lotII 
~ ~, esatI', ~ to SO - _ ~ wanted tho appronl. to 80' llIld 
SO they d1d. Qtt.in 1:beS.r f-.28 •• t.b.ey 'IftiIIlt. Theue Wea'e our proll, our "last 
"~~ II our SUP ld.t.h aldll., courap, a'Id. ~ to a 0&\1lI0. .I.lu.t&b, u 
~ , but ~ lOUIl8 II11II1 e.:re real mI!In am a ct'edit to our ~ am 
O\At' OOIaltl'7. lwao real proud t.o be a part, of tb1& t.1nl. group. J~' 
Wave the flag 8<l\IO mor.J I ~t alao aM tbnt 1«1 Mcl nU sorts of ~ 
that Mel to lie ~ .. ,tho honor of pa:rtic1pat1zl& in tho rescue ail- Sl.\Ppon. 
In 0Db oa.se it lfIUI ~ tor mit per8(ilJ,1l7 to toll the A1.r AttacbQ'that a. 
certas.n pUot WfI not av.t.bor1Jsed to panic1pnto clue to 1nsutf1c1ont recent 
tnW~ and chock-out~. 'llIc Mz Attache l1a8 in ~te accord lind 
he £ul4r ~ with 1!1¥ poe.ttion and authority in thOIlfJ mattera. 

'1'ho t1ma 1IIUI flOW Dbout. J.6ooL and "our" thlW '£-280 -were in tho n.1r lllId enroute. 
F~-i': t.ilne was about 40 m1nutes to Site 95 in tile '1:--28. ',)0 could only \lIdt. 

In the moant1me, we Md Ci1r'eoted anothm- Hotel to staM by at 95 for our 'l'-2S 
oft01't. We had Bent Fred. WaJ.kGl> oU jn a Cer1bOu to f'4 lligh cover 0D:i aGO 
uhnt he could. see p6lld1ng ~ deCi810ne an rescue ef1'o.rts. Fnd "''UD 001.8 
to oootnct ua jn vm Y1a a relq 1.l1rora.f't. HU obset"V'at1ans ~ hel,pf.'ul os 
wv:re ot.llcn 1n tho &.J."OIl. 

llle radio ~ iJJn:'C<i £ox·th frau <4>0 ot tho ldeh c(;VOl' airCl'ii.i't, "lJaull.w. 
Band1te 1n the 81'OQ." n.ta 1RUI a 1'lQIf and D1.n1utor ~t. Qno Tea. Krobn 
" ..... inteq aeJcec1, ~t Jdnd a.re t.hv.v?R "How.in tho lib. __ would 1 know." 
~ haw you oelled tbe ~." "lfell, yes, ~ a:re an tho wq." ~ 
was at.umed. Pcoplo,..t out on the run to Worm other people. It wr.;l> rIOt 
untJJ. four' III1nutea later Umt W \I01'C adV1Bed 111 tho same p:I.lot that h18 report 
was .in error and t.o oa.ncel tho alert. lin" eaft' to ~, tJlero we a not1.ceOO1.8 
co11ClO\1..,. e1&h of reU.ot A'om e'fet)CP8. But the H-l9 pUot 1/11.8 et1U doWn 
aDd ret to bel picked up. 

'fGII kobn we npeWn1l7 good an tho.J'IKl1O 1n d:1.rf>Ct1ng the &oarch and ccmtl'Ol.­
lin& the lIi.rcraft hl th3 nrea. l.'U'r,y Jose;b, our Sncior (II, "G,!) a p1.l1!;r of 
Iril'qtb CIIIl ~ liith hill ~ oJ: plMee, (ll'e\/&, l.oOatJ.ans, e1~J17 
fM\Uab111tjy, eW. t. C. Walkoi', Au1atent Staticm ~, \/t'.t\ cont.in . 
an tlIC aoene, luiepI.ng 1n t\Ill contact ,.1.th l'.JJ. p;::rti('S <'m COOlXi:i.ll1't.:l.ne as 
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l'oqu1red aM ao 1lOOe8tl817. T. C.'8 pl'MtiC!>J. ~'ic.nCG, <15 l'.'Cll as b1s ~i.nc background, mdo h1c a trolCOlllil e.dct1t1.on to tho Mr J>fd'1ca executivo team in this reecue effort. ' 

'Io dG/:,"oo:J nnd co buck i'01' "1'JOl1lCl:!t, 1'0:' tilO (;colw or :l ;lOmt I cor;Du:or tL.iu: .'llbaesIldOl' i4".gm' J.1ete.ned to aU the po1ntG aM ~gumente k &01ns ~:ulJ.. utcca ahead .. notb1ng we 881tl in taVOl" ef caut.1on - o£ holdJ18 orf .. of Wi!l.it.1.nG far i\u:'ther inl'ormo.>t1on, of \4Iit.in,g tOIl' wOl.'dB of gu:i.danoo !'root ~·iauhin(.;ton. '1ho ~Ndo.l', ettor beI.lr11'l6 all. the ~te for flOJ'ldin8 out tho T~ td th Mti pUote, ,ea1d "'mpq, p~ let'aa go." 
tiow tld.o lllayeound /JI.1.I1y, ail!lplo e.m 1oe;1cal. on tJlc booie of my rGpOl't, but coooidc~' WA JB:!&lW. He had llpeoi.1'1C =~ to flond Qut Uwso AI';i IJ.tl.otoJ He was ~ to IlUW'O ~ nt'1C to IlUthor:!.lWIg th1e B03."t of WJ.itarG'. Yet, on -tbe ba&I1e 01 the "porte of our p1l.Ota. our pooz:\ltl, our reO<mGRlat1crw, be &lS1tl,:ca, lot'. go." I faund aut the folJ..O\,~ clq tbat 110 iw.i been "'''{)],y cr.1~ hie ~aell 1n W~ over hill tJd)i~ ~ or lR1U~ tr. ~, I ha'Ve a new .found adillU'aUOn for tJda LWl 'IIbo baa ODe hell. of a dUt10ult job with l1ttle thanks 1'rQa ~. I nt!SUl'O fOIl thnt ho ld.ll have my ~ 100 pel' oent oupport. 
1 DJ){lak of the above U A swult of 11 p1.vate pwflCllal. ~t1on ri{!tlt Ilfter he hW. Biven tho ~cl. .lie told .. of hill ~ and. ot how be we aut on the lJJ\tl and. without ~ n~t.i.oIl far h1s ~t1cm. He WMI 'l-1OlJ. at1{ll'(l of our pUota' ~ for a fellw pUot. lIlld tho naturll..l. ht:lm!!.n Ues1re to 1:IaV8 a~, llut he al40 «XP"''II''«i ,on h1a clut..1es SIld oblJ.sat.1.cme to b1s boUeII, the USA a,gre ... t. to aW.tle b.Y the Oaneva accord. end Ida l'CepOnsibUitq to the ent1ro llmerl.oan people. His ~jord8 would have ooon ~I~ of t"uoti.'lG in l.\ tutan h1Bt..ol7 book of the 'IIRlJi' in Southea8t lieu. O:t: oourue, the Cl'etI of tho 10flt 'l'-2/l WaD of great ccmcern. 

tie bF..d ooffGfil am lI3.itad fer tho act1Oo. It~. ~ ':1:-28 pilots did tI101r Job, our lJotel mrMJd in lID1 pi.oII:Ied lIP our Hotel 19 pilQt. and toQk L1m to elt.ern.nte wbere 1:1$ waa ptctmd u,p bf a Halio am. talat 1:4 1'08 aIld to 'IdIeI:o'110 d1apntcbed II '£en..'l'wo to t.akO him to Kore.t.. Quo illf'os'mnt1on at this lrriting is tIv;;t he lIaS a bullet holo tJll"Ouatl h1s toot or ankle 6Illd bIla /,;)uroo covering 25 pel" cent ru: h1s ~ .-l. tlIat he 1Is eu1'ter.1ng b'aD. 1IhOCk. 
lrcIa about l300L 0I'lW&l'd thoro bad been sal1.et1ns 1'r1endly e .. 1r(lrlli"t on the scenc. '£hey had 'I~k«l 'tiell and honetl~ in try1n& t{) !lid our oeuee. 'l1lC1r llOl.p 1:1 vwrec1atec1 and 11d.8b that 1QU, throut.:.h one l!:O!lruJ or anothel'. \lOUl4 CODTCT our moot IJ:Incere tbBrIlaI ~' er:h~'.tor e. Job won dcm. Ooo<1ne8s ~ ~ ll.Qlf I!I'IU¥ people ~ :vod, bUt they wa'O l.o;allllld. "!lowe. 
Ii. loo:rood of a lAte, ltIst, etnJte ttwt !rSoji8 to 0QIlXl ot1' .::.t the P1to at about, l82QI.. I \m$ in the (l) ab&de: (Md abaCk 1t aJ) to1.lOld.ns the CCIlpl.eto opcn.tions tnrcr the 1!!F sot i!~J.locl .in C'Jr orr-=-co. 'Inc1d(lT.t,~ - d. "~JJer of our WCll'att Olm'e.ting ill Ud.D ~ ~ repeat, J:&§I, \;Q equipped ld.th llllF eeta. 'lh1s is abaol.ut.e4' ~ tOl.' us to kmcp in ()(.tltact tdth cur 
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the plnne 1I1t." lillo, 1 cannot 1100 if he bot out." InuU'UctiOll8 IU'C ~Ilto, 
"Pl.IlaxI .. o.tbit tho D1to, l'l.llna - t.io up ,i.'or fuol .. we don It \/illlt to lose 
I'l~ for lnck ot tuel.." P:reoiso location ot C1'llflh has bean dotarm1nod am 
it is ,'Glayod ao ''020 rad1al. .f.'.rotll Worn en.! .. '0 m1los out." Ih, they rove h1m 
loC<-.teti all riGht - no (:"U(;oti.or.G and :J10 ;,i(; ;.'ellvi trw so IX-01.J¥, r;u:J'3 ~ollo 
1:.1 tba t 110 is B.CrOEIS tho 1'1 YClIl" lie no l.cnGGl' "was" 1n laos, lit) "was on e. 
ll18ht tnl.1.n1na tlJ.Bbt \4len ho exporienced. engine tl'ouble, etc. otc." Ulo 
.Iorry novr 10 for l'OSCUQ. Udon:l 11&6 not bO<lll tV.oo,PUlg. ' ... lw,f h.we CIC CCptol' 
out, l'UIIll1ng, 8ncl1nto the daJ'k ni8ht 1n rooord time. ClC copter 18 U80d as 
that 11 the onl¥ ~ ayaiJnbls machine. The J'ad1o now blaroa out new 
poa1t..1clih8, wiooo, Anstnwticl11h 500n thGre enJ l"EIpGI'W oJ: ~ lightes, 
betIr1ng r&d1o ben11.ns s1gnal.e, l1lId quiokq 1.b.e copter is overhoOO I:Illrl the 
.i,'<.!llou <u~al n.;.jj been picked up <1.00 ;l.:;J QIU"<lUW to W\¢U - "PP'Il'WtJvr 111 tiQlX.,., 
\II1n,1u111Cl C<IIId1t.i.OIl. SheirG 1& 1UIb ahOUUns. ,;toJd.ne, 8ncl JlOIm~ Qg of backa 
1nthe radio nom. People are haJw. It'. been a labs; long I'lftarnoon. 
People JlOi(heaci for the ~ ~t .for cott" and not" tew now 
rolAa .. tM,~ GIld ~ .... br ~ of the good sin 8ncl ~. 
It 18 the; JI.alIW enI2i.ns. to tmnt could have boen a 1lI0II8, a 1!IaIIII, l\ 1IIIl88, 0. IIIC8S. 

'lbo dq's drama ill 0VfII.' tor 1.18 at vm 8ncl this B1rIsular 1nd.dent is one that 
1& no areate:r or loa'lIt" tbM thoee of the,JXl8t. We haw '\ton" ap1n •. "luckod 
0Ilt a.p:In" 1&s another' w.U ~ t-. bJ lI'IIlIV'- But ~ know thut 1t will 
COIIP agtd.n and. tJl8t i.t may be II1II tbe next t.i.m. 

D. Ii. 1l1c.kl.or' 


