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PROJECT CHEC~ , 

lhe' coul)terinsurgency and unconventional warfare environment of Southeu 
ASla has resulted In the employment of USAF Ilrpower to meet a multitude of 
requirementS. The' va~led applications of airpower havi Involved thl full ' 
spectrum of ' USAF aerospace vehicles, support equipment. and manpower. As a 
result. there has been an accumulation of operational data and experiences U 
as a priority. must be collected. documented. and analyzed as to current and 
future impact upon USAF policies, c,oncepts. and doctrine. 

, Fortunately, the value' of collecting and documenting our SEA experience! 
was recognized at an early date. In 1962, Hq USAF directed ClUCPACAF to 
establIsh In activity that would be primarily responsive to Air Staff requirf 
ments and direction, and ,would provide timely Ind analytlCll studies of USAF 
combat operations In SEA. 

Project CHECO, an .cronym'for Contemporary Historical Examination of 
Current Operations. was established to meet this Air Staff requirement. rlan 
by Hq PACAF. with elements at Hq 7AF and 7AF/13AF, Project tHE CO provides a 
schohrly. ·on-golng" historical examination, documentation, and reporting 0 
USAF policies, concepts, and doctrine In PACOM. This CHECO report 15 part 0 
the over,ll documentation and examination which Is being accomplished. Alon 
with the other CHECO publications. this is an authentic source for an assess 
ment of the effectiveness of USAF alrpower in PACCH. 

11. . :. J' .4 dl,,, ,n -4 -I 
/~(~r.,r 

MILTON B. ADAMS, Major General, USAF 
Chief of Staff 
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FOREWORD " 

Site 85wlS an important frien~'y guerrilla base fnNortheast 
LIOS, In mid-1967, steps were begu'l to estabHsh a TSQ-81 flcilfty) 
nnr SHe 85 ltop a steep 5500-foo't' ridgeulled Phou Pha Th1, 10-
Cited only 25 kflOmeters f\'Q1\ the North V1etll.,.,.se/La-othn border 
and 45 kilometers west of Sam Heue,' Laos,' A TACAN facility had a1- ~ 
,rudy .bun nt.ablhhed ,atop Pllou Phi Thi 'and was operational in ,,~; t>'\ • 
Augu~~J'?§~, Th15 base and its facilities wre cOImIon1y ca lled~ , .,j1r'f VL. , ~' .. ;; #:0' Site 85. «it>V ~ .. tJ'Q.. 

In essenee, the TSQ-Bl was a modified version of the Strategic . ._----' 
Afr Command's (SAC) Radar Bomb Scoring (RBS) system, While the SAC 
system was deSigned to predict bomb impact pofnts for sfmulated drops, 
the TSQ syst511 wu u!ed to di re!t lnd control attl,-kinq jet fighters 
~~~.~.to_t~eJt.tar:s.tts and also provide them with precise bomb 
release points, under radar control. t~\/ 

. C '\I'> Siml1ar systems had been eshblished earHer in South Vfetnwn and .... r; • I .., 
one existed in TtI.iland. (These systems we", grouped under I ,emon JI vrt,.;r~ 
nickname, ~.g!'~I-;t ,~k,1~P,ot .• ) The TSQ flc11ity It Site 85~ / ~ ~~~",'fcf,~ 
primarily in th't'the equipment wu spt.£!l}l,ydeS1ine~ .. ~~ .. s.m~l,l.p~,c~- ~~.,. j.l ~/ ~ to be hel.111fted, ,to telnote 10cat1ol's. The nickname for oper.tions 1{t~cfi.-~~ 
under Site 85 direction was C~ando Club. ~....., h.....J.. 4,,--, ,,(~,>' ~~ , ......... ' . ' 

fr.J L J< /I A,-t, ~ J.( ').v<'O ; ~ ~ ~ ",.ci! ~ ~ However, Site 85 WIS much more unfque than. spt<ial1¥ designed - '-

viif UNCLASSIfIED 
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radar bombing fac11ity. S1te 85 was the~fat11ity of its kind 

, ~ LIos"2J It wu the ~1Y'.fac111ty which tOu1d provide grollTld "((Z.\.I\if , 

vKtored radar .bOlltling i~_the,'!.~!,~e~.h"'i~~ .,-re~s of both North./ 

Vfetn .. and Laos. thereby enhancfng USAF ',l'.weather strike capobl1ities 
~ . ' 

~"Q" in these bto ,reas. Ffna"y.' the site was established and operated by 
...- (!. .:{\~ '-. 
~ ;.A~" Amer1can technicians in I manner desfgned~o..!;tQ.Ji2.l.~ the 1962 

, "7~~ Genev, Ag!,!~nts Ind to "guarantee" th, "neutraUt,Y" of Laos. However. 

~ ..... '" : ~~.. the location of I sfte at Phou Pha Thi to dlrett bomb str1kes against 

North Vietnam was ~ra sensitive from both the po1itftll and military 

s tandpoi nt. 

Meo guerrillas trained by CAS personnel provided tht prfmary 

force for defense of the site on Phou Pha Thi. In the event these )~~~~ 
defenders c.,-,e under heavy enemy attack and 10,$$ of the s1te appeared ~ 
1 lTJTlinent, plans called f~~~~a:ult1ng th~ ~'TIe~!.:~~ P!r..s.onne manning the 

TSQ/iACAN fle111ty IruU~stroyinll the equi;.n,nt to keep 1t fran filling 
'''1iJ into enemy hands. However. early on the morning of 11 Karch. I force of 

',' 

twenty heavily armed infiltratorS launched a surprise attack on the -
fac11ities atop Phou Pha Th1 btfore the evacuation plan eould be 

-,.... -.( ~t.r!: 
implemented. Of the 16 American personnel manning the site, only six 

were suceessfully evacuated, with one being k1lled by enemy forees firing 

on the restlJe hel1copters. Four of the five rtmlining personnel hid 
, , . 

been .oundtd dllring the enemy .ttal:k on the s1te. This re~rt relates 

the story of the fan of Site 85 fond attempts to pla~e events sur- I 
, ;0 

rounding its loss in proper perspective.' I' (..,Yo!> fJ 
. I" f..p 
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THE FALL OF SITE 85 

Introduction 

Til, war in Nortlleast Llos lIu bten ,characterhed by' toncii tions 
wl\1d1, a,.. ger.trlll1 tilt r,vlrse of tIIo~. uhtfng in south Vietnam. 
The en.a\yl Pathet Lao (PL)~ with cons1,derable Horth VietnAllltSl AMII¥ 
(HVA) support ArId participation, lIu usually operated IS a more con- , 
ventional ~il1t1ry forct. Here lie conirols many of the larger popu­
lation centers and il bound for sustanance to the transportation JI 
Iyl t.eIn. 

Friendly forces in Horthelst Laos,'on the otller hand, operate 
IlOre as guerrillas with the restrictions 1n supply Ind Nnpower that 
Ire usually associated with tllat status. Frem a few wsecure" islands 
within this Sl. of tn~ control, the guerrillas, the Auto-Otfensa de 
Choc (ADC) forctl ofHeo General Vang Pao, conduct harassing acthities 
allafnst the eneray and sather ilrlporhnt inte111l1ln" dati. These data a,.. 
IIHded to provide Urieting infonutfon for frfendly strike and fnter­
dfction pro;rMl' agafnst th' enemy and his supply Hnes to Laol.nd ' 11 South Vfetnam, 

Therefo,... bound to a more pass iv, rol. by both necessity and 
c:ap.bil1tfes. tIIese guerrilla force's h.ve -IlP-f'generelly h.d tile reason . . .. 

" . ',' '(,., 
to ·stand and fightW except .t I few viUllotatfons. Sjb 85 WIS ,AI -listed as one of these vital loeltio"s. --

1 
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Site 85 OperafiOrls Nov 67 • MIl" 68 

This study does not propose to offer I definitive inquiry into .. 
the tactic', use, or problems in operations of the TSQ and TACAH . . . 

f"11iUe's It Site 85 during til. period November lP67 to 11 March au . . . ~ ...... ' ':". ',.. , : .. ',' .. 
the day it was captured by the en~. Howeve~, some data on TSQ opel"· 

. " 
'. ". ., . l. 

atfons al"l offered to convey the value of this installation to the USAF 

~fssion .glfnst the en~. 

The TSQ-8l f.cllity at Sit. 85 WIS .stablished to help enhan~e 

USAF III welth.r strike capabilities Igainst the northern route packages 

in North Vietnam Ind tarQets In Northeastern Laos. Since the ~eather -. 
oyer North Yietnam gener~J1Y tllrllS 1!nfJVQro.b1t for.4ir .. Dperl.tfDIl1.. in -' . '. 

lIIid·October and does not begin to improve._~nt1J~l, It was imper.tlve 
, , . 

th.t the site b. operational whtn the weather deterforated. It btCAm. . , y 
operational at the end of October. 

Excluding Route 'ackag. I. the following data Indlclte the~ 
y 

~, the TSQ-8l faCility in directing actu.' st,rUes 'ia.I.~st North Vietnam • 

.!!.2.! Q!£ ll!.!l ~ f<A r 1-1 0 

Total Hf IS f ons 153 94 125.49 6 

Mhslons Under Conrnando Club (TSQ-81) - 20 20 

Percent under Conrnando Club --- -.- 13.0 21.3 

29 ~7 3 

23.2 ~~l~" 50.0 

Thro~hout thfs period, 427 strHe miSSions were -flown over the northern 
'. 0. • • . .'. 

portions of North VietnMl.Th. (lenity It Site 85 dfrected 99, s11ghtly 

over 231 of the t~t.l. 

2 
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, $im11lr dltl for Ictull strikes in the Barrel Roll lrel of . y.' NorthelSt Lus disclosed the fonow1~: • 

Hoy Dec Jan Feb Mar '.10 - - - -roul,Minions ,268 327 320 375 182 
Missions Ynder CommAndO Club (lSQ-81~ 1 67 33 142 165 -P.r~t' under COI/'IIIlndo Club .- 0.4 20.4 10.3 37.8 ~.6 ) 

The renon for the mAjor dl fferences in dAU for the IIIOnth of 
Februa~ Ind the first 10 days of March .s contrlsted to earlier fiRUrt. 
wlS th.t U.;..S_AF-"'"s.;;..ort __ ie;:....:;l_ll_o_c_lt;...i_o~~s~f~~ sharply to BU'!!LRoll to help disrupt the enemy buildup against Site 85. Site 85 was located Just 
West of the 8 Sector of Barrel Roll. Throughout this period. 1,472 
strike missions ~re flown into Barrel Rol,; 408 or 21.11 were directed 11 by Site 85. 

Co~ining the sortfes into North Vietnam and Sarrel Ro1', it can 
b. seen thlt the sfte It Phou Phi TI11 di~ted nearly 211 of,lllDstrlke . , missions flown 1n the two lreas from 1 November 1967 unt11 the site fel, 
on 11 Mirth 1968. 

!I ' 

The Physical Site and Defensive Concepts 
, . i/ ~ In addition to Ilous in; the TSQ-8l and TACAN (Channel 97). S11L15 
I ~tI\"l~~s a maJor SIlPP~ pj1n~ for Sl.lerrt1l1 .9perat1,ons 1n Hortheutun Laos. , 1~~//\ The roide~site consisted of I closed 600-foot runway with usoc1at~ .r .. I (It, ~ --'I ~~'I'" but1~;S near coordinates UH68~O. The TSQ and TA~AN 1outions were I 'r:<\ ~~ 
,' ...... ~ 3 'fi-fl' -<! I V~ UNCLASSIFIED 
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northwest of this point qn bigber around It (oordin_ttI UH66276106 . V 
(20' 2~'4Z· N 103" 43' OS" E). :. . ....' , 

, . 
The T~CAN en~ TSQ fac111t1es wtrt situated on thi western rim 

of I stHp ridge that looked' down~ I nearby heliport, only 300 ylrds 
. , '. . .. , : ..: . . ',. . . .. ' .. : . 

lOllY end rori the same ri~e •. The ridge ran in I nortb-northwester1y 

direction, :;itf~l1Y rhing to the highest p~'1nt,'Phou :Pha-'Thf, It in 

el,vltion of 1786 meters, about 2 )/2 kilamettrs, (km) from. the TiQ 
• 

10cltion. The TSQ/TACAN elevation WIS about 1700 G'leters, or I,bout 

5SS0 feet; the heliport eleveti.on WIS .e~ut 5300, flit. This r1dge, ,., 
1n its entirety, dcrn~N.t~ the 10"1\.4 - ,t) ~ 

~ '> \.o~' -/C') 
, . oS ~ ~. "'\>§. ... ~~ ~ 

generilly called Phou Pha Thi 
l.QJ 

arel •. 

"--. - ~;>-:\ .~~ :~. ~~ 
For the defense of Site 85, eo guerri Has were to provide the ·pdrr.ary 

fOfce. AlthoUQh greatly outnumbered by the potential forces which the 

enemy could draw upon, the concept for the def.ense of· Site 85 dependtd 

on ,~p'ofting the unique geography of the ArU, In in~ll1gence n~t to 

wlrn of approaching enemy forces, and the' impact of Properly placed 

airstrHu. At worst, it was envh10ned thet the necesury .technical 
• 

personnel could be evacuated and the equipment destroyed if the Site 
. ill.' , 

WI' in dlnger of befng Overrun. 

Due to the sensitivity of the Site. eVAcuat10n could be requ1rtd 

for e1ther politi"l or military reuons.Tti,factremained that" '. 
although Site 85 wu deemed to bedefenslvelY:ltrong.,tf the ,enemy wu' 

UNCLASSIFIED 



·ju~ed" to be fully intent on capturing it and witl\standin; the . -
.,companying losses, the politi,al rules necessitated that the TSQ and 
lACAH be destroyed and American technichns be ev.cuatect.so that neither 
these personnel nor th, equfpment would fall fnto en~ hands. Sensibly. ~ 

./1. ..... "'\" , there co,",ld be no prt-utlblhlle4 -tiM- at whfellto relinquish this. ~ w..Gdo 
-(1" ~I" increasingly valu.bT. uset; that decfsion reshd 0" ~qmFgt and..,J.~~~ . 

circumstance.. Also. if the enemy posed such. threat to the site that 
the sit. ~as to be destroyed and the· personnel ev.cuated, then there 
~as little sense in "fightfng to the list man" to defend what had become 

• I only Nrul estate", bereft of its pril!llry fmportance. Tllese flctors \' lY ~ ~ade up the dilemma of the defense of Site 85. ~~~ /. 
v ~'II # ~6_~.~ (')~S~ One of the advantages of the TSQ installation at Site 85 wu th.t ~A"",~ '" ,lj ~ ~ £ii' 0" ~. "~,.,J't1 th, systtlll posHued the capab11it.Y to provfde dfrKtion of Iffstri/tkes II . ,-It- Jl) ~....-J ,.c~ . . . ~. "', I.P t',J" in its own defense. Althovgh the U.S. Ambl5udor in Vientiane had V f.II\'p ., .1' . . ~ - r,~ .r' yo .' ~.:n'f'anket approval on a_December li67 fQr ~ndo Club dfrected ~·"'o4f'..~ ~- ~ w I -; atrHu in the Sirrel Roll aru, he continued to give 'pproval for -<,~~ ~a ~ ill .1"..('- . • ...4:'( r-1strHes on In indfvidlJal basis. In lfne with .thfs polfcy. on 23 " .to-'v~. 

I (P"~i (g -
h'\ ,;'" . P'~~ ptJ ecember he luthorhed 5trHes 'gain5t 5ix enemy."strong pofnts" ~..fI ~ ~,~ c approximately 20 kilometers e.st and southeast of Site 85. These tar-

gets were only the first to be stipulated IS ·part of the planned 
defense of Site 85.· 

lY . 

rour dlys later a formal plan, in coord1nation serne weeks. lollS 

dfstributed which defined procedures for the self-defense of Site 85. 

5 
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lhe le~ role-in'the plan wn played by the Local Area Defen$l. 

Commander (LADe). the local Meo'commander. In essence. the plaD 

, W 
,.rested on three lSslAPtions:. 

". 

• Th. LADe would have from '-24 hours notice of 
.n~ concentration or buildup which would indl-

. Cite an illlllinent attack. ' ... '. . . . :.' .. 

• The LADe would know the local terrain and potential 
locations where an enemy buildup m'ight be 'expected. 

" " .. 
· The'lADC would have communications contact with the 

U.S. Embassy at Vientlane.'s' well .s the lSQ-8l 
facility at the site. ' ' 

The concept wa, that if the enemy threateneD the Site" the LADe, 

would COOrdinate with the Embassy in Vientiane .nd get .uthorization 

to call for airstrikes. With .uthority given. t~e Embassy would 
, " . 

then notify 7AF that execution authority h.d been given to the LADC. 

~~ When the enemy attack was imminent, the LADC ~ould contact the Embassy 

f\ ~ and receive final execution authority. Thereupon, the LADC was. ' 

~ ~ .uthorized tOlnotify the 'TSQ~81 cOfTll\ander JOf the requirt!l',ent for 'the 

;;;; strike and supply him with the target coordinates (hopefully' pre-
. ,)jJ . .', ' 

computed, othel"Wise I lO-minute delay ensued). ' .. ' 

At th1s point, the TSQ cO!TYTllnder wu to ~ontact 7AF vii ucure 

voice and request the strHe force. Seventh .o.lr, force was ·tlJen to 

UNCLASSlf\EO 
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./'1 
I 
~ 

Aircr.ft \llert to be vectored to TSQ control Ind the strites , . . 
would be curled out •. Strnts ~nducted under llllergency conditions J.~ \llert .utttor1zed wi th1 n • 600-foot proxillli ty to frftndly f'orcu i ottler- ~ \? 

J win 1000 lllters WIS the lfllit. Autllority 1'01' requesting Idd1t1ol111 
strites rested with LADe wIIo would coordi .... te tilt ne.d with lVlilabl, 

, ":~ '.r . ~:-}, ~~ ~") \J>J.,.'(' ., ...... • f J. S 

J1/ IiI" or ground ~servlrs .. 
I 

'E'sUlIIlted [!\tilly Objectfves ' .'\:'~~~rJ-~ Q A 
In I Oe~r 1967 brfeffng for CIHCPACAF. I CAS represent.ltfve 

d1.cusstd .stillllt.s of upcom1ng .ntmt objectfves 1n Northeastern Llos: 
1!1 

It WLS furthtr .stimeted thlt thl .n~ would .ppl~ pr.sswrt to 
Generll V.ng .P.o's southtm defensive 11nl which protected Vi.nUan, 
&1'Id tN Mekont; RiYtr valley. Apparently thl tntn\Y ttoptd that prellllrt 
on Gelltrel Vang Pao wol/ld prevent hilll from sending rtfnfOI',*",lIts to 
frustrate enemy plans in Sam Neua province nt.r the Vietnamese-Laotian W 
border. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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Enemy Clearing'Operations 
; 

, , 
L'~'SLf\SSlF'EO ' 

.lriUi 

With the addition of 3 NVA battalions In'Noyemb~r. the e~ , 

~an I concentrated effort to clear friendly'forces away f~ their 

vlt1l Routes 6, 68, 611 which ran fl'Qm nur'tnt North V'letriarnese.";' 

L ' i ' . ' " W lot I'll border northeast o"Sam Neua towINff ,till PUtne des 'Jerres', . , 

All of the sftes IfItnt10ntd earlier as estimated enemy objectives 

were located within approximately 15·25 kilometers (km) of these routes, 
: " ,',. . :.... . .... .' ~ .. .. .. ,. _. 

One of the first clearing operations occurred On 19 No~ember 19S7, 

when an en~ force of 150 men attacked Site "9 (San Nhot Ph.t~ 20 km 

west of Route 68 and 17 km south of Site 85, Phou PhI Th1). After I 

short, spirited defense, friendly troops withdrew to the north and by 
, "W 

24 Novemb~r they were able to reoccupy Site 179 virtually unoppostd. 

For the succeeding weeks,PL/NVA activity was concentrated m61nly 

In IrelS east and southeast of Highway Routes 6, 68, 611,lnd many of 

the friendly outPOtts In this area wire captured by the enemy, Along 
, , 

with the outposts, Site 220 fell on 6 December 1967, In addition, the 
, " 'W 

enemy continued to build up supplies and manpower. ' 
" 

Informants In the Sam Neua Irea had given information to friendly 

sources that enemy activity was not to be limited to 'Ireas east of the 

highway routes,' Troops of two enemy batta lions who had moved southwest 

from Sim Neua, on 5 Dtcember 1967, had boasted· that Houe1 Kha Moun . ' . 

(Site '11,'On11 lO~ north of Site 85) and Phou ~ha Thi (Site 85) were 

also to be captured in De,c,!!'I"p.!f • 
ill 

. J. - W udfZ.. ~ ;.('..rYTJ .P...J ~ 6' ~ 4J.. '- ,i ... e 44 !)-.I'crA L:r161"..) 
tA/ ~ -I"' • UNCLI,SS\flED 
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The First Attempt 

On tI\e'.venil\Sl gf 15 Qtcemb,r;.1963 In estimated two eneiii)' eClnpanies -
probed AD( dlfens.s near Phou Den Din (UH7660) only 12 bn east of Site 

85. After dart. eontact with the e~ WIS broken. Elrly the next 

InOrning; 30 enllllY troops Ittuh<l and captured these s~e AOC positions. 

but AOC forees recaptured them liter in the day. Repulsed. the enemy 

returned with ~ a!'ld by 17ooLon 16 December began shellil\Sl Phou 

Den Dfn. The defenders held out l~d.this i!'litill move toward Phou Pha 
!Y 

Thi degenerated into mere harassment. 

Two cCtnpll'lfes of PL were sighted two days later moving toward, 

Phou Den Din. Although it WIS not established whether these wert the 

same two companies which had attacked previously or were'reinforcements, 

this foree WIS struck hard by pro-government aircrAft and, by . W 
26 Oecember. were reported returnil\Sl to SAm Neul. The en~ had 

been discour.ged for the time being. subsequently, he would resume 

his efforts toward Site 85 with I new twist. 

.( 
( ".,It ~ I, 

~I p,'" \ v> p.~ II' 

The security of the facl1ities at SHe 85 'WlS an l$sue y ~ r;()..1 
consiint attention; As early IS 20 October 1967"before the site was 
~. .. . 

judged operation.', two so-called ~.Qe!'lts" with I C!JI\trl hid been 
' .. 

apprehended upon reaching the summit of Phou Phi Th1. Hbwever, CAS 

fnterrogation, film eVlluAtion, and investigation revealed that the 

suspt(ts were in fact bonafide 8~ddhfst mon,ks 7 The ,ASfina) report -

= __ ,." a A =70 'n • - - = _._. 
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tlken and thi interrogation had glint<! negathe results. Til. IIIOnks - -
Iftrt re1eut<! to Laotian goyurrnent and 1R11ihrl authorities for 
<- • W 

further dispos ition at their discretion. '. ,.., '. 

Tile increast<! en~ activity in Dteember continued to prompt 
, , " 2"7 '., ,', , : . . ~.. . 
responsive concern for Site 85's safety. but the situ.tio~ ~n the 
, • j " • 

'immediate viCinity remained unchanged. The overrun of Site 61. a . ". 
lACAH stltion in Southern Laos. cilled attention in late December to 

the security of all lAtAH sites 
W"· ,. 

in Laos. , The American Embassy at 
W 

Vientiane reported: 
• .. t. 

L"Li.Ma-Sit. 8S~~Z,i~ CAS hali@'I' an a>la7.l{.i. 
of thi •• it •... Bn'ftl{ .tat,a th,r. 'at', 200, . 
tl'oop. ':11 innediat. viC"£l1itl{ of .ir-,. and Gdditiol1Q~ 
100 t'/"Oop. i" the '14lJI1' pcrtiOPI of' ,he IIIOWltai" • •• 
b,H'1NI NClOI1Qb~. IIICkMtlf .zi, t, and f"7. ,hat 
~t. IJtl1'7\i!'1/j' Lri H b, F..l'Ovi.d,a ':'1 IICI •• v~tio" 
~,a~iill"~1Wd r,6c,uar/l. AI1 fI1fI,ri'1IClf pta>! fof' 
f1.1Q.~ti('lJ1, ••• mlt-I_" 

t· .• 

This S~~ report described the situation at each of three lACAH 

sites in Llos, and rerr.irked on the potent1el danger of these sHu if 

the enemy decided on a mAjor commitment of troops. 
iY 

conel ~td:' 

The report 

, . 

"AZ,O th,r. i. a''Wa-" t~ .. p~"ibiii'tr' thar a ,"aU 
,lciU..d ~>ldDI,ab()tca. t#al'!! C/I;Ik%d p ..... tl'at. and 
dJ;r,og.Ld."tl'0lf'OJ'Ilf of the ,hl'<l'. 11w It"""'l{ al,o ~ 
v.. oapabHit/f of ".,v{"9 ortiZ UljI C1' ""'rtfZr" IJ'tth..:" 
rwage of a>!11 of tilt ,'tIl. It i •. ,,,,,, 001W4Il'ID"e ",I'll 
,/urt ••••• aU I"CI~l'Iabl, PNOCZktio1W at'ebnng 'iake" 
t(I 'czf.glAlZzod 'he ,it"." 
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. LI~"!~lAS$\flEu .' 
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Enemy ~tiv1ty in January 

Site 111 (Ui 68S8). scme 8 kill north of Site 85. received lI1inor 

shelling on the last d~ of 1967. There followed 10 diys of relative 

inlctivity in the close proximity of Phou Pha Th1 (Site 85). Ilth~ 
W 

scattert~ lightings were reporttd 15 Ian to the east. 

The enemy continued to clear out friendly pockets east of the 

hfghw~ routes and a CAS report of 8 Januar¥ commented on the enemy's 

effectiveness 1 n this enduvor: W· 

"T1uI _~ n.:u .l>DC,.d#d iPl drivi>l(l "",t of ilul 
pn:-goli,rm'Plt force. frgm tlul ~'CI l4,t of 
I/c~u 6. Tlli, Io"iU aff-vt ih4r 1'OGd-lJCIto'l 
COIiINW" of ihi, /(gil InenII( 'WPP~II U", iPlto in. ar. CI , cu t 0 f ~.g and iPl to Xi, ng KJJDI4i:l'IIg 
Provi'IC'. a_Pl,rot Vang Fco \olin P~1>abZIl 'OCI" 
crt~t to NP14o. ~mt' ~aiPl." . 

A minor lplt to the security of Site 85 was received on 

10 Janl.la~ when a fhe-rr.an PL patrol was dhcovered only tloo kill 
ill 

north of Site 85 and at the base of the ridge. They were dispersed. 

withdrawing to the north. A rn~or tOlt came ~wo days liter. 

Enemy Air Attack 

The en~'s second attempt Igainst Site 85 came in the form of 
. . 1iI 

• surprise attack. CAS reported 13 January 1965: 

"FoW' dark Br,ePl~.~qNf;' f'1.lIi"g in CI P¥>zoth­
~.terlll d':r~tio,.. pcuud ih4r liiC'ini~ of M-.,gng 
&zng fIJB 8360) crt %300 ~ em.n ,,~. Ir'III'1I 
th4r fo'UZ' Nczcn.d Ban Bowi Scvi. fIJB '1852). iI.lo of 
i"" airc:I'Clfi brok. frolfl fO'lmatiem and orbi ted in 

11 
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wu aho hit and c~Uh!!f serne 25 kin to the northwest wMle trying to • ~ 
, ' \~o(j' 

clear a ridge at UH 570895. A ground team recovered numerous pieces 1'(1' " 
, ~'E:1 

of equipment from this second wredage and found tbJ:eedud crew A..- ~~ ~ 
. EJ' /nR) 

members. The bodies were identified as V1etnames,. The site oi .... ~~., 
. W ,,~ ../'{~. V\ 

suffered negligible damage; no ground cttack materialized. ~~ ~ ~ 
. A tll-~I'~. 

Initial reports stated that the enemy had vsed 2S0-pound bcrnbs.)l. ~~ 
However, subsequent investigations at the site and of the aircraft· 

wreckage by • 7AF Intelligence team revealed that 120 mm mortar rounds 

had bun converted to "bcrnbs". Oroppec through tvbes in the floor of 

tile AN-2, the ,"bombs· became anned in the slip stream and detonated 

on impact. The rockets were 57 r.rn, and were carrfed in rocket pods 

under the wing of the AN-2. 

., 

The succeeding day, the Embassy at Vientiane commented on this W . 
attempt: 
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Apparently tile enemy was also !waN! that tile air attack had been 
"lil'gely unsuccessful H

• for within a few days he b~an furtller troop 
movements toward what became the third and final Attempt to ta~e Phou 
Pha Thf (Site 85). 

Preparation for the Final Attempt 

Discounting the exception of a few probes, tile fluslling of the PL 
five m4n patrol, and the repulsed attempt at Phou Den Din (12 km east 
of Phou Ph~ Th1) in mid-Dectmber, the enemy had made no determined ground 
moves against Site 85 prfor to mid-January • 

• Almost at once, following the unsuccessful Colt attack of 12 Jan-
uary, this ~rend \oilS reversed. On H January,. force of about 300 PL 
and NVA troops e~ui pped wHh m_ortars and one recoilless r'i fle (RR) were 
located only 15 k.m north-northeast of SHe 85. By J7 January,lQQ..enemy 
troops had shffted to positions only 13 k.m narth ofPhou Pha Thi (Site 
~) and enough concern was genera\ed by these moves to induce Llo 
refugees to bellin fleeing the site 111 area (8 km north of Phou Ph, Thi). 

13 
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CAS ccmnenttd on the 20th: 
~ 

, ' 

-If;M ~ oqut.d /llCV. in ~. ~'l" ,of 
nwP' VlU> CI7I Ill"fCZ ""nil 01.1",," ll1cz 7IIi. II- , 
~%d hall, tM .. oond it:A1 fol' a pt~r ~""'"t, 
~bt:Jb%1I th. f'll'd 'l'fldioatkM of a II:-l_ ~ 
i"tent ~ taJu 11\qu Pha Thi IJCutd b. tM captlU'l 
of p1\(;1u D," IX" (va '1611) ... ,- ' , 

Th.~f~ditAtfon was not long in canfng, An 1nfQnnant, had reported 

thAt on 19 JanuAry a five battalion group of PL and NVA had moved west 

fl"Qll ~ Heua (VH 0158). These units s~p.rated 1nto two task forces, 
" 

on. force of three battalions with one IDS mm howitzer moved alTegedly 
. , 

to attack Phou Oen 01n, 12 km east of Site 85 (UH 7661); the other two 

battalions, also possessing a 105 mm howitzer,'were to capture a',oc,-

tion about 19 km southeast of Phou Pha Th1, 
!!I 

;,.1 . . 

Three days later these positions, as well as S1te 179 (17 km south 
, ill,' 

of Site 85), fell to the enemy, A pAttern of encirclement of Phou 

Pha Thi from the north clockwise to the south was ~egfnn1n9~~ 

shape, 
, ' 

" 

This pattern was not :ignored by friendly forces at Phou Phi Th1. . . .... 
They fully realized t".t the enemy could mount I heavy a'ss'ault Against 

", ,".'.' , t • 

Site 85 if he was willing to Accept the losses. They were .150 aWlre 
•• ..' ',# 

that a Combined .ttac~ of artillery and mortar fire and a ground assault, . , . 
wfth • repeat AN-2 Colt attack, was a pOSSibility, But as January 

drew to • close, the primary concern of the d~fende~s' of S1 te 85\" . , 

the threat of the enemy moving near enough to d1rect 'artillery,'mortar, 
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. W 
and rocket ffre agafnst Phou Ph. Thf • 

• 
Defensive Reactions in'JanuarY 

Subs.quent to the AN-2 Colt attack, the afr defense of the site 
had been bolstered by the ~d(t1QD of ~~ captured 12.7 mm a~tilircraft ~. . , W iUns, and later. taptured Russian 8A ~ antfaircraft Run, Rein----- ,- 7{ . W fOCC4l'ltnt of the garrison at that tillll was not delftled necessary. HOIII-
.ver, to sounter the threat of enemy art11'ery firfng from long ranges 
and the enemy concentrating supplies and men against the site, four 
ITeUurtS were taken. F1Mt, the guerrillas planned to maintain a 12 bn 
defensfve perimeter around Phou Pha Thi. Second, a 105 mm howitzer was 

W transported by helicopter from Site 98 to Site 85. Third. the guer-
rill. defenders in the area stepped up their $mill patrol activity to 
identify and locate enemy pOSitions for subsequent airstrikes. Finally, 
on 2 February General Vang PIO placed £!Le of his two top field comrnande~ 

J..n shlrse of the Phou Pha Thf area and give him the mission of recaptur-
gj ing certain positions. among them Phou Den Din and Site 179. However, 

these two positions were never retaken. 

Airltrlke Support for Site 85 

The following information, for the period 1 December 1967 - 31 
January 1968, 1ncicates the total USAF air comnitment in actual strH. 
sorties in 8arrel Roll and the generally increased attention devoted . 
to the Site 85 area (primarily east of Site 85. from whish cirection 

W the threat was ceveloping): 

15 
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'{r-"- , , Dec' -
\",,) Sorties in' Sarrel Roll . 903" 

~ (1~)~' . Sorties ~ithin 30 Ian of Site 85 128 

,Jan' 

798 

T65' 
. ; 

.. 

fJ/~ \. '" 
~. The gener.', though certainly not e~clu51ve, modu~ op~rlndi ~as 

'~ to 1aun~h A-, .ircraft to strike targets: in t~e ~ornfn~j these aircraft 

. would th~n ~rlonn IS t;.ts fo~"'later'f;~~~~ ~nd div~~ttd jets. Slml1&r 
. . .' . " " . . . 
strike ac~ivitles were conducted In the aftemoon, ,'though by no means 

, " .' 
were .11 s t~ike$ FAC-di rtcted. During hours of darkness) ~-26s were 

I> used to patrol the area on armed reeee miSSions. In :additlon. beginning 

. \t~ the end of Nover.ber. the SHe 8S facility began directing strikes in the 
~. W . . 
(. Sarrel Roll area • 

• 
Procedures had <11ready been established for Site 85 'to direct air-

. ~ .d,1. 
,r-~ l ¢ 

.",,"1 9:Q , f strikes in its own defend. Although by the end of January. 92 strike 
~Ol . .. W 
\ cf missions 1n the Barre' Roll area had been dIrected by the Site. no 

C) " ~ (;' ,\~. ~ ~ test of self defense strike procedures had been conducted: On 25 January, 

~ ill S.~C_h_~ "te.st exercise" was initiated by the site. HoWever. the test 101$ 

~ 0 {I.~ J:.not P'=!-IMQuneed and was not coordinated W1th h,gher hudQua~ters 7 

. ,V ~~l beforehand. Furthermore. thej>!l?per_p~o~!.du!:.e~.~_~~~,!"ot ·fo.lJ~edJ' Under 

;f{~f.; such c1r~\I1lstances. and where there had been no prior ,ndication .of actual 
~. . 

t ,p t dan;er to ~he sHe. d1fficu1tfe~ de~eloped in tr~lng to pr~v1de the 

\ "I '~ 
" ~QI. 

• .I.. ~ ~ 
'rJ~ v" 
'-\ 

requested $UPport for I "test" wheri resources were. v1tally needed else-

where for combat operations • 
W 

At the site. thfs but even with the 

unf~vorable conditions under which the test was held. the exerCIse was 
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--~ . --- I -I, .. 
&n~thing but a total loss. Subs~utntTy, additional proctdures for 

W conducting tests were worked out. Othe~ changes in .ctual procedure., 
described 11111' in thfs study, grutl~ sfmplif1ed operaUor,s IS /rIore 

~ -< ~ upeMence IiIU d15stlllinated and the enemy threat mounttd. When cirCUlI!­I ~~ \ stancu called for actual implementatfon, there WIS no repeat of the 
\ diffiCIIlt1es tllperienc.ed in'the test. 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
[ 

l 
1 

[ 

l 

l 
t. 
[ 

It hu a7read~ been pointed out that during the month of Januar,Y, 
165 .ctu.l strike sorties were ~lQWn within 30 km of Site 85, mostly to 
the ent where the threat was building. Over 641 of these liIere laur\ched 
.fter 22 Janu.r~ and followed the,enem~ successes at Phou Den Din and to 
the south. The number of strikes rose to a peak on 30 January when 45 
sorties, over one-Quarter of the"monthly total, hit witllin the 30 km 

, 
area of Site 8S. This increased effort illS pennftted by the f.et th.t , W no ROLLING THUNDER missions flew on th.t day due to the Tet true •• 

On the 31st, the same day .s the outbreak of the Tet Offer\sive 1n 
South Vietnam, no strikes hit within 30 km of Phou Pha Thi. On 1 
February, th1rty strike sorties hit around Site 8S. Th1s was followed 
by twelve days of reduced air activity in close proxtmity to the site. 
Of the 47Jstrfke sorties which USAF fl!\t within 30 \un of Sit. 85 in , W February, only S2 were flown, fraft 1-13 Febr\llr,Y., 

Hfdwa,Y in this period of relative inactivity, on 7 February, ~ 
.t Tan Son Nhut queritd the office of the A1r ~~e in Vientiane 

W .bout the dangers to Site 85. The 'message ended: , -..... . ' 
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"Do llcu hav, t.;;uv,u ill CIN4 Oil which II?U t!..irc ,~il:6.? 
?A! Io'i U attp!?t to pl'with ..,Jaat,v.'; a..-ic; t,,'IC' defl1flld 

, MC"aar'JI to 1-nBUl" ,a!,tll of L5-8$. II 

• 

The Attache Office responded the next day. 8 FebruA~. summarizing 
- W 

the defensive situation: 

"(1M app1'Ol:lcJle. to ~ f.op of pht:Ju Pfta fh1. ClHl •.• 
vil"t'uQH!( 4 vIll-tiDal climb and tho., a:,I'II'<6' Iolltich can 
~. ~V'1' •• d are h.gyitu mineq ... 1M ~II i. f~S'"t­
%.1/ ~v'ri"i wp "lo. ar.a oCCQ,i<:malt/l ill,i.de a ) 2 10Ir 
l'Odiue of Ph"", pJaa rIIi. ,H, i. P'l'Ol>ab~1I trlli"l1 to iH 
illto p~ i tiDII t.D /IICIIO'1t a C?IIIb '''' d J 0 6 ".", P tw ,",,1' t<U' 
",auZt to b. f01~ bll g1'C1l47\d f'l'ob... CAS AI>C 
tI'D"P' aNI 1I¥Iintailli"9 a 12 /em pe I"im,Ur cii-oWla' tn. ___ .. L 
.it. ~ 106 lc>lg a. thlll aN abt. to ~ th'-", dD "Wt ~ d>C~.I' 
b,Hf'V. Sit. 85 can b. tak,"." ,r ,,~ o~ 
- , ___ ,4t..I~"6,H!.P., 

The muuge frern the Attache Office-went on to state that if the -- .. -........ - .. - ---, 

enemy concentrated a large enouqh force (fOUT battalions) and'was willing 

to accept the losses, P~ou Pha Tht could be tak~n This course wu 

e~pected to be preceded by $uff1t1ent warning to permit site destruttion 
• SjJ ( 

and evacuation. Regarding airstrike ,requirements, tile message conc:ludeif: ~.-.,I 

..iJ i' ,.\ "" ~ , ~'c 
v\ \ 'i!" "1r. o1'~l" to prllJ''I' ,he ,r,''''11 f."Om ~:;''IC'''Itr'll:i?lg . ~ l.? 

v -.r.l ~1t4 ro4lceulll'1l feN' to llI,auh tltill p~liti"". ~"I"": 
I'rJ \~ l"upcm,ive ail" Itrike. ar, a vital '':~1'9die'lt, We /' 
;, I' ~ll'l!1!J!'1.;'~ .. 9'I PItcwPha ?,h~ a f~"'<1~"!'p"~ 
\.1' co :, of£ft!qH~ 'kch 'tN/c'" l"aCdihl:1'l W J-.i:zv. 

\IQ id&lt,d lIiM t~'u out,i.dI ?f tM 12 1co!! p,f'i.trlIt.1' ,­
to th. ,a.t fol' Ct:mrl~ CZttb 'tri~" If '''4'''/1 act~vitlt' 
i, PlCt.d ••• APPl"'CUlte llQUl'oflel" of GuiHanc., "', 
flIt that d&lHjf a>1d "ligh,ZII ,crib 'Drt iu 0" a Ngl.I!ar 
d&li%y basi. ,.n II tiD IJII.ICIJ to di~cou1'QG' :r~"p8 r.r'lIi./OI' 
anilt.1'/I f'l'Ol1l c,mc'"trati"l1 ill thR c:r,*a a"ld at th. 
PJ"""' .... ha'J. PIC Ip,cial tCU"iu N'il./ir.,'9 sp9c~l 
at II h tanc •• " 

18 

Ul'JCL!\SSIFIEO • .. 



, \.I~·'t;t"SSIFIED 
~T""""I' .1 ----- -

EnemY Activity 22 Jan-l6 Feb 

• 

After capturing Phou Den Din on the early morning of 22 Januar¥. . W the enemy lapsed into relative quiescence until the evening of 3D Jlnua~. 
It should be ~red that during this period. USAF strikes,nelr Phou 
Pha Thf werl re.chfnll the peak for the month of Janulr¥. IntelHllencl 

'estf.atel ~rttd that the en~ ~a$ probabl¥ waitfnll until I'll could , §JJ move lOS mm howitzers into positions from which to bombard the sfte. 
1 ')·'/t\' ,"'''''r 

About 1930L, on 30 Januar¥, e~ troops exp~d defensive mines ,-
off the southern end of Phou Pha Thi. This was followed b¥ a thirty. 

• 

• "c 
') .... \ minute enemy ~ortar_lttlck around the southern outpost high on the rld!fe. 

W ' - . - " After this, contact with the entl!\)' was broken. The TSQ..£~and~!) 1f~ 
J ' qulckl¥ reported that while there had been an attack near the site, it I~ 

amounted to no more than a probe. Futhermore, there had been no injuries 
j to persOl'lnel at the sHe nor damage to the equi~nt. To be ufe how-
~. ever, flare ships and A-Z6s were directed to the area but nothing more I~ ~ ~ W ,~\ 911(: ..1\ developed. Liter assessments confirmed that no enemy troops had I " ~ Itol:l- • W ~ t!' 3 reached the top of the ridgei only the bOUetn defenses had been tested. , 

• 

1 f1 )'lJ'f~" f' . , ~~., "( l' "),~ That same evening enemy pressure had caused ADC troops to pull out 
I-{~:O ~ of I 11l1,lage, Muoni..!~' OI'lly nine Icm southeast of Phou Pha Thi. Evi-

Lt? "," 1\ dentl¥, this enemy pressure had been exerted by only a small force and ~~~~ , W', 
l ei t' ",f1 the position was later recaptured. 

-o~ 
~ '" I J'V ' From the period 31 January - 16 February, enem-l contacts we~ --_.. . ......... _----

!ew, however, enemy units encountered were generally of near company or 
, 
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even battalion size. Perhaps significantly; one neaf battalfon-s1zed , , 

forOl was contacted no more than six km west of Phou Pha Thi. another 
company sized unit lollS discovered only 11 km to the southwest. 80th 
of these '.ncounters WI ... the fnithl 'contlcts to thl west of Site 85 • 

. The thrtlt r8II6fned primarily to the east. O~ 14 F'ebruary, Muong Yut, 
, l'11ne bn south'east of Phou ~4 Thi, changed hands twfce again,' with the , . W ' positfon finally remaining under AnC control. 

In llener41~ it appeared that the enemy force, while increas1ng, 
was respecting an approximate twe1ve km circle around Phou Phi Th1. 
The only exceptions were the contacts west Ind southwest of Sit, 85 and 
the exchanges of the village, Huong Yut. 

fJJ 

rt was dur1ng this period that there existed a definite lull 1n 
air attacks agafnst ene~ un1ts in the Site 85 area. Apparently, 

\1 there was no expressed ursent demand for strHes 1n support of Site 85. 
I:J.~~ Although the Attache Office 1n Vientfane had infonned 7AF' on 8 February 

;{., (l-~,~ I that "no specill hrg;t reqllfrfng. spechl usfstan.ce" existed and only 
-/ !(-}{{<t' regular daily support was needed, a CAS report of ~ !~bruarl. hac!. de5..C.rjjed 
.P ~.(J~I' \.J road under.C;QlUtrlJctJon from UH 8S3SEi4' to UH 835572. This construction 
~~\ had been not~d s1nce 1 February. ~ On 9 February, CAS reported a~ain i 

concern1ng this road construction, which was an 'extension of Route 602 
(Fig. 5): W ~tf t!'JNtL-O rI-fl-'/r7 ..{1.-7) rtf i~p:.c>P'b t!.t-~tV 

r " ~!I(2...;J;e A(1'I ~.4:s..sHO t!>I?,s J'Z.?L-v.c rMtF',o C1 C;p::- 7!H:7' 11""(1 r rrJL,.T .,::=A/ ... ..,'1..;' ",1= :nJ.p-~I},~S~-t" c...~7J.1.$. !2 f>'t2 ~Jf tNlftcabt., Route 602 LlOuld P'NNi.ds tM en4/1fIy 
"":t1l lIII<.011 "asur QDceu !r"", S<:VI! N,,1014 to etaging Q.1'eo. in the viC'iP1itii of Ban Bon Non (/.IN 812SSJ) ar.d P1w.I Chi1c Nou (VH. 8157) • • Jt /JOuZd otfol'd til! ~ . II c5) ~ 0 fA> rlJ p(Y IF ~ P 7'~ pA!. { (Y'\";;- F r9 O-~.!> ,jAJ ~ ;='1 ",,4-,-
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, ~ tM OPPOl'tWI1:t}J to l'9U ,t>l "'!~ for an 
,attQcJc on Pnou Pha rH. Il'lul"pZ'ftatl"" of p1wto­
paphw da'Ud J1 J~ N'V~:"~"uZ'IIitUnt l'Oad 
,OOMtn.cticn "" R/?Wt, 60J f'rcttrt VB IS3SBJ l'lCzot1zu",* 

, ...A dong toW ./?Will • 'ktpI of tM M.4g, H'M ... na. 
<-~ . OOMtn.ct~ ...w ~u:v C>'M 1ci%cr.t,uJO 

• J...) . .0 MrtM.:d of til' .-.. .,trong P<n7'lt at Ph/?W Chi1c 

• 

tr".1;'" ./ ,"" (VB '216m." • 

I ~~ r""cks .ere reported rolling en Route ~2 on 11 Feb""lry. 1Y 
~A~ H.+~nSUCteSsfU' strikes had been conducted aga1nst enemy positions at 
'"vr-' ]Jj ~ -(. ~ Phou Chik Hou by 13 February. Apparently the en~ was well dug in. 

V v ' . 
~ \ I. AlthQUgII four F~, returning wi th ordnance unexpended agains t North 

7 ",,'0 - . t /, -1'1'" Vietl'lAlll, were directed agl1 nst ROlJte 602 on 2 F'tb""ary, no other strikes 

.? i -Q have bun identified as hiving been d1rtchd at Route ~Z until 14 Feb-
\I ~ w ell Q- ruary. ~ ubr~rt, ROlJte 602 had been .extended to apPrQximately 

7Jj . 
{ one kill eu t of Phou Oen 01 n; this was onJ.¥ l! kin fran Phou Pha Thi. 

h DIIring this perlod, the enel1l¥ did -n.9fattempt to~tde")ls 1nttntfons 

;t if. ~ n the area. CAS reports abounded with rtferences to Corrrnunist sponsored 

10 II ~l~~ropaganda mutings in whith spoh~r:'EnJlrt9icted t/l,ccxni~~ack on 

h\¥ ~~ Phou Pha Thl, tlutioned vl1lagers to stay clear of the objective, con­

,;I)~" scripted men to serve IS soldiers and cooHes, confhcated food supplies, 

.ll'ff and offered distorted pran;us of what was to CernE (I twenty a1r,raft MIG 
. .,r 

'~ attack and even Communist Chinese ~rtitipation if the PL/NVA attempt 

II 
II 

1 

ill 
h1ltd). 

Activity 1n lete February 

Although a1rstrikes began 1n,reasing 1n the Phou Pha Th1 Irel in 

1II1d-Febrvary, so too, did enemy activity. To the east of Site 85, the . 
twelve km perimeter was penetrated on 20 Februarr. Muong Yut, that 

21 ' UNCLASS\f\~D 
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often exchanged village nine kin southeast of Site 85, fell .gain to the • . ... 1JJ enemy. Within four days. thl ADC was seeking to recepture it. 

QJL~l J:ebrll.ry, four additional Pl/NVA bAttalions urtved 1n Phou · ·····W Oln Din and .snoved out to positions just inside the twelve kin perimeter. 
However. the Itttckers of Phou Pha Thi were not .bl. to proceed so eaSily 
with their moves against Site 85. fortune had momentarily favored the 

. defenders • 

. An AD( ambush some eight kin southeast of.Phou Pha Th1 hid killed 
I ,m.ll party of North Vietnamese on 18 february. Apparently,one.of 
the victims had been an NVA officer, and recovered fram his body was I 

small notebook which contained detailed inf.~rmation concerning en~ - 1JJ . plans and strong points for the ctnlng ~t_t~ck on Phau Pha Th1. 

Information from the notebook yielded the following date in 
addition to en~ positions: 

W 

• Three NVA and one Pl battaHons \o .. ere to rroake·up the attack ing force. 

• Final battlefield reconnaissance was'to be conducted on 22 February, (CAS estimated the attack would commence 23 February). . , • The enemy uud the word "TACAH" IS ft appears 1 n Englfsh and was aware of its exact location •. 
• The main assault force was to be one NVA battalion attacking from the northeast: the other battalions were to attack the main trails to Phou Phi Th~. 
• Stocks of ammunit10n for all heavy weapons were low and re-supply was needed. 

-. 'tt ~ II!' 
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rriendly response to enemy activity tnd the new information WIS 
. -
rapid and effective. Already on 17 Februlry the Ambassador It Vientiane - ... 
had luthorfud ~' and anned reconnaissance missfol'lS along Route 602 

ustwero frCIIII Pho6Den Ofn &lid mort tlrgets were luthorizea Irounel Site 
W ' 

85. ~a11 patrols were dispatched by the AD( defenders to select 

targets in the local. lrea for artlllery fire and lirstrHes. Special 

reconnaissance teams of General Vang Pao's irregulars were even ranging 

east of Slm Neua trying to ldentffy depots supplying the enemy forces 
, . 

in tile Phou P". T"f region. fn addition, two 4.2 ill'b mortil'$ ano 

another 105 rrm.1lowf.1Ur "'ere sent_\..Q. PI'LOU Pha T.bf and the glrdson was .-. W .,.. tr&-
increned bv fif~n. "it/I> f,ut{ ""-01 ---..I.~ 

_. - _L_ 60JJ ...... ~ £:: \ 
~~ , 

Effective at 1800 on 21 February, the U,S AmhAssAdpr to Laos 
....,. . --- '"' lut"o!.1.;ed the LADC at Site 85 to t~sk the iSq fac@y to 1ttHe In,y) 

~ 
\> t~'"iet.w.ithfn a twelve kin r.dius of the pe.~ H Phou. Pha T"1. This 

: (J%.~~ authorization was limited in that strikes could be p;;;;-no closer 
/'I' ," -----,p~ i\: than 500 meters from known villages .nd that Ccr.rr,ando Club strHes-
~ 

were stll1 to be conducted via secure voice channels through the Radio 

R.hy Aircraft (RRA). A list of nineteen $'t111 active v11lages ae-

campaniea the authorization. 
W - . 

Startlng 20 February and e~tending to the fal1,of Site 8~eir1y 

on the morning of 11 Harch, & determined lfr~r.t of constantly 
. W 

f~I1A.sf.ng fntensftywas directed .in its defense. On 23 February, -.--
I message fram tI'le JCS to CINCPAC denoted that increased air support 

W 
was "urgently" needed. . from 20-29 February, 342 strH. sorties 
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hit withtn 30 l:m of Site 85. InO~t much closet' than 30 Ian. In additfon. 
. . . 

other sorti ••• truck .ast of Sam Neua against depots and suppl¥ con-
• 

c.ntratfon.. The latter att.cks hit outside of the 30 km area and 

...,... not includad in toul. listed above. 
W 

I t'(:c"·()~j<. Rout. 602 WIS lInon; the hrvetsau'cked: b~~'the enemy !I~~_.~'-re~d¥ 
.,J t '1.~-< . '., 
~ ,,;'~S!!i"!.d ~ve~ 400 road workers the' task of keeping t.his vital 11ne •. 

;r.:J:. f,J 2Mn. Later, bull dpzetS.lte" als9 _bro~gllt..ln. ; Ex~ept for intennittent 

aJ' ~1l1' closures due tQ rOld cuts. the enel111 cdnt1nued to Jst tllis arter¥. There 

~~~ WIS no doubt th.t airstr1kes and artillery fire ~ere retarding enel111 

y) ...,~o) activities, but they were not elfmfnatfng his presence or pressure 
~ttv ~ "- . W . 
~ within the twelve km defensive perimeter around SHe 85. 

'f 

An unofficial estimate by an unnamed staff officer in one CA~ 

report dated 2S February 1968 summed up the status a. of that day and W . 
was extremely prophetic of coming events: 

"A, G rl~lt of th6 '~'I peMtrating til. 18 
kikmt,tlr radiu ~rId Ph~ 1'114 Thi in fc'f'c, arid 
o~¥tng k,¥ po.itio711 within the ~r right hand 
~t of thi. ~r:.. .. 't.r a' ""n a. p,C?,iti07l, ;ut 
vwt,U. til. p.rwtll' at l'how DI1I Din, h. "'PrfU7It. 
a1'I \M7n!W7It thr!l.!2t t~;M .,r:urit¥.~ thL1~~AJL~U~. 
roM Qth~riM~Hati~' Qt.f~J·II41 ~1ii. It i. cl.12J' 
,hat th6 ,,,.,,,.. &JiB oo7lti7lu to att-'"Pt to oo~oUdat. 
hi; gai711 in til. Phvw 1'114 Thi a't',cz dJ..nng th6 nut 
M ... "q whiZ. mak1~ng Ill'N7Ig~U for hi, fi7IQ~ c:.­
.auZt blf th.. ...... or fCl4> baitaU07II. If. h~.,.; ADC 
I47I\U OO"ti""f to ball ~c'''fuHIf th6 ~ ()71 til. 
g~ CI1Id if aircraft c07Itinw to ,tri1c. 'Mmj{ ccn­
CI1Itrat~ "" CVId arCMld Phvw Ph4Thi .and ill tha 
Gl'1G ta.t of Sam Nrw::, the TACA}i and other .ite. at 
p~ Ph4 Thi &Jill ccntinw to b. 1114bl. for tile nut 
tlJo .... 'u. It i. uaL~ J.D. pre.:Iict. ho.lev.l', the 
.~f4t' of ~e~tll .I!;._p ~ XIIi b'h'~d 10 HlZI'ch -. --- .. -"- . 
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As concefved in ev"ultion plans, Ute dtcf,sf.pn to lYle"'" w~s . - . "'-, .......... -~ renrved for th!."Pmb~.\I~Orl,.Vtenti!n.e. <..t.irst.'~fori~f evacuees 
\ . . 

• 

,WIS. 11 located to the 13 TSQ{TACAH personnel. however, enough heli­
copters were to be provided to permit. total Of. IS5,to be lifted out. 
the others, guerri1,.s, were to be extracted.when ~he Local Ar •• , , 
Defense ~Inder deemed appropriate. Un .helicopters. tllree USAF 
and two Air AmeriCI, were designated as the 'force ~qul~d to accom-, W ... 
plish the evacuation. 

% I 

f<vv • I ~ f/ To provide In irrmed1ete capability. the two),1I' AmeriCA hel1copU,rS 

W:~.lJ1 were to r .... in Itvernight (RON) e~.~IL!li.a~ut.nu..(b.Y.J.tmJ.~?e ga. USAF 
~,.., lie l1copters wert to come fran The nend-based ruollrces. Slibsequent ly, . I 

.... J) Game USAF messages expressed the desire for Air Pineric;e helicopters to ~.wg \ W " ,..- • RON It Site 851 not 98. However, tll15 was).ri~f:dllng.d; it was feared 
helicopter pr'$ence at Site 85 would heve provoked an 'e~y attempt to 
destroy these lYcrativt targets. If they had been destroyed, the 

W planned emergency lift capabIlity would have vanished. Slit the 
point ~u well taken, for wutller also might 'h~ve disrupted the rescue • 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

'6' ,,' .' p (!) t1-(11 CO 11 J u... flfght frcra Site 98 to SHe 85. "Tn 15- w td'T!/~ I~rl/~.s. .u~ H~Yt=-' q. ~Q")'HJ~' 7t1-€ uSri1= (I~IJ~r!;'~ .M/~ . . 

" 

JI:>CJ.--r::V f4:-T' IS 'f? /2. ,c t; f>f;L,;=, - following I decision to evaclilte, the Am~~dor.was to notify 
7/13 AF TACC at Udorn AB. Thal'6n~ who coul~~rn not1f~ 7AF at 
Tan Son Nhut AB, Vietnam. Weath.!!._p~:~f!If;Hting. 7A~ lollS .to scramble -;:::::::::;'-
or divert four A-1 aircraft to provide cover fo.(the evacuetion, 
suppress enemy fire. end FAC for subsequent jet strikes. The LADC and 
an attache-provided FAC were . .-<. ",r.-JJ 

/J~~ 1# 10 

to help direct the strikes. ,The plan 

26 
UNCLASSIfiED -e_ ......... . ... -~ 



.. "---------------'-~ -- -, 

~ .. 
, 

t 
~ 
11 
, 

1 
~., 

: 
~ 

.... UNCLASSIFIED • 
-- - - -- ........ ~- ... - .. 

."owed • li~ited nig~t evacuation capability (the RON helicopters 
. -' - I. W at Site 98), but p~·suppo!ed • dll1Ji~t .ffprt. I 

I U 7 rI ~ J::::'V D AI 0 ~l"<M-1' W"., 1'1,0 tJ e- ~o L.14A\ It! t)L 4 vT I L 
Final [n8111 Moves P),e!./ .1 • ./1;#-1 

£nG,y IIIOvemenu from ,.g Karth ~re depicted in Fig. 6. T~rough· 

out the ~rlY days of.M.lrch! e~1I\)' forc.e~ continued .. ~h_eJ.':.~~va~~, 
elilllinaUng friendly pockets of resf5tance en route, until by g Mirth, 
when the enemy deployed into whit might be termed "jump off .points", 
Phou Phi !hj..l!'U ~irl\llny surrounded. except for the northwest ----' . 

quadrant. The enemy positions .lso threatened Site 111, only eight 
bn north of Site 85. Approximately W!r. .~~....MUllfons $tood ~o1std . W for the attack. 

On Z Karch,. review of the ~~AF rules of eng~tmlnt for airstrikeJ .... around Site 85 revealed the changes 'which ~Id occurred IS til. eneII\Y 
W threat mounted: 

~.:r1~~ 
/.. etJY) .,., Any target in the hlelve kin defensive perimeter I.: .....,\..-I-f could be struck ~ndt!.1.~c., control. 
~ • The restriction against strHes within SOD meters of villages only applied to Commando Club (TSQ) directed strikes, unless the target was validated by the I.ADe • 

• Any C~~ndo Club strikes could be diverted by the LADe to validated tarsets in the twelve km ·perimeter. 
For I distance of ten km along Route 602 eAst of Phou Den Din, strikes were authorized under FAC or Com­~ando Club control (this included "Gravel" and Us). 

---
27 
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• Use of.t8U And "Gravel" was authorfzed Anywhere .. ' • in the twelve Ian perfrnUer if validated by th1I . LAOC lnd if tlrgets Win, It least 500 flleters ~ fran frfendly trc>ops. ..' .... < •• , '. 

, 

~tJ~~i~ . The restriction 'of usfng only stcut:l .. Wu_~on-~tJ ". ~~ tact with supperUng a f rcraft cQII1.d.ba..JilivAd ... '. . .' ... 1of\.rJt~t>O_./A wfth VfenUane Embassy .pproval wh,!n under threat t~rr tl'1 I tr"'" ~ . of flllllfnent attack.' 
~ ~frY 

~JJIt~. "Gravel ~eed1ng· WAS aClliPliShed on. sCtne .conffrmed suppl~ rout~s 
east of Site 85 on 5 March. CBUs were used in the area aro~pd 
Sfte as in Ftbruary. The use of C8U uhder Commando Club control was 

~ r! /; In 1~oya~fsn.· Banbfng tables were not' av~l1.ble. to be used, in. ~o~­
')J,f1A> I}~~ ~unct1on with th~ 15Q, but ex~_r~~n~e and ~Ir...n.~.~" of the. 703A~ 
~~\~personnel at Udorn AF 8ase in Thafland allowed them to 1rn"p_rov1se ef-
~ fer.tfvely until prec1se tables became ava1lable. 

~ . . ,1.t}~~ ., ..,T,-o To facIlitate around-the-clock. capability of the TSQ flcility, ~,!j ~~. f)l V\i~ fue !!lOre. tt£.Muil!1s '",ere nnt t.o...51ieffi (the total n~er of America~~ 
r~ was now l!). ~~o:.:..r.:..' :...::t:..:I.:,.I"iiL:e",t,,:.S ....;A::.;,n""d-:so..:c""r.:..,tf:.,;e""s...;w;;.,:e:.;,.r.=..e -.:1:.;,1.:.,1 o;:.;c~a..:.te:.:d~f o:.:r~n..:..i g~h:...::t:...=Jo pc.,:e.;..r=-' - ~ ~ 

tfons. On 5 March a message from 7AF to DOCO PACAF iodfcated condft~s ------- _. .' . . .... . --- _. 
for evacu.tj,Qn, relocatfon of. the facility, .nd rerr,arke~ on the value of - ID " . <-
the sHe: ." 
-". ~ \ ~t., . :' ." .\~"\!I~f .~/ ..... ~va..k ~ ~.- .~-"-' ~'1" f . ... V.1--T -," 1~"I1" .......... to ...".. ~.lll'qp1. l'i/ " J')?\ntq'll'1.7J9 QV' \..,.t' r /:.~ J~~t~t-~~~~ ~.Jt;rJ{~ sgWJ5;~i£¢~~·~ ,V3~ ~ ~ .1-T I)T /. . r (.~ ~ ",til ogpf:1<r, ~CQ'.d ~ne'lt. TM fQ,{:t th.tt vv'.j f?"'" i> '.N I 1,. .y ~ ~~"",,~ ~~td'1Io2t' b. ~M:1d III tn. 1,,1/ 't -( 'A'J fo~V;~f(,4Y ~ ~~ ~~\1IQl p%¢ol U PlCud .... "- .. ....... V.(I ~ 'J~( 

JV~C-~" In another message, later on 5 March, from PACAF to the Deputy ~ ... '1 t' ~v. &' I -¥" ~~ ~~ Commander 7/13AF, with the commanders of 7AF and 13AF IS infonm.tfon&l 

'-::Vv\. UNct.BASSIFIi=n· 
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addrtSStes, CINCPACAF commented: 
W 

"11)14 a:ro. authoM.ua t.c aiNet eVOCl<aticm of .it. 
I07Id autl'WCticm of .qwiprtrnt IoIh.n ill .-0Wl' j~t 
",""h actiOll i. Plec ... ~. 1C111Z' .,1.aII. OP14n 4J9-
68. i. app1'CVed for thi. ~o'.e. Ksep 7th CD'Id 
2Jth Air Fore .. and th;" ~tel" informsd of 
h'C1IIZ' VlUnti.o7l4J thi. r-eard. r".6Il1'. that QH 
PNpa:t'Clticn. a:ro. made for 6"!I""i'1ICi' ~i.cn 
(18 ZOIqwil'ed." 

• 

III From 1-10 Io!arch, USAF tarritd out '314 stri~~-$ort.ftS, within 30 knI 

of Site 8S. 0.:::.er)6S of these \oIer!.,~irechd by the TSQ fa.cl1ity a,t, 

-- Site . .8S-
98 1 

602.= -- -
Among the targets struck frtquently was the vitJJ.R~ 

On 29 February, airstrikts had destro~ed two bulldozers and 
Il 

UI;~~ 
• C/lf. 

killfd.~he optr~\i~g ~rews used to supp1erroent road clearing operations. 
W 

Until serviceable bulldozers could be brought in, work was suspended • 

11 1'\ ~Q ~ ~ :::::~ ::::~i::S~:P::~:U::o:::. be 0::
1 

::d:h:::l::::r t:~t::: ~::: 
'n9 \ ft ,- v~ i,1{f north of Route 602, was subjected to a cc.nbined CSU/Gravel raid on 

\\ v 100/ ~ ~ 
,~v tl f> 5 Karch. .t')) ~~ .1. IJ -? ,./ ~(; . , .,tI~ ~b Even though tge'wuther in the vicinity of the site had deteriorated, 

",,," ,~(/ /. 101/ 
~ rfof the air atUcks continued.- But, it was becoming increasingly dif-

f~ ~ c ' " 
!. ':(> V ficult to estimate enemy strengths and fix 'their locatfons because, 
~~'~ , lW 

... ~.;O they had deployed into nilnerous small concentrations. 
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• 
1>,,,t:uu of tn. '"'"1/'. IoriH-a:~" to ""ntinw . to "ca%czt. hi. oormntllwnt ill f.lIi. aNa." 

• 

The AmericAn Ambassador in LAOS was impressed with this estimate 
and eommented on his feelfngs concerning Site 85 in'. 26 February 

flJ .' tel~r~ to the ChieLof Staff. IISAFJ.. jl,...,_ fh' (./"\ ..... '-I..tZ 
" ... ~ f~ IIIcrvement (t"'~ Siu 8S) h.u U." i~N!>I. ev'l' tM pelt IIIC'lthll IZ>Id Mithu ail' W g7'C7W'Id N'CfIa'CII w'lwll eN avai%.a!>I. 
to ~ ~~ aa.~t. t~d6t.1' hi. int61lticnl. 

If •• •• Ht~h IJe Q.N ll9t ••. t"~ng in ta, 
~ Z, IJe li. Zin. ~ou .hou Zd 1>, CZloW'Ir of OUl' 
~."t .. tiMat. that !ole mall b. a.H. to aIBt<.1'. 
,,~t~t.1:!Ji, .iu fazo !\Q 1!!QN .. ~-t.1I._.ll6U M!!'U! • 
• 


