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PROJECT CHECO REPORTS :

The counterinsurgency and unconventional warfare environment of Southeas
As1a has resulted in the employment of USAF airpower to meet a myltftude of
requirements. The varied applicatfons of afrpower have involved the ful} .
spectrum of -USAF aerospace vehicles, support equipment, and manpower, As 3
result, there has been an accumulation of operational data and experiences t!
as a priority, must be collected, documented, and analyzed as to current and
future fmpact upon USAF policies, concepts, and doctrine,

. Fortunately, the value of collecting and documenting our SEA experdence:
was recognized at an early date, In 1962, HQ USAF directed CINCPACAF to
establish an activity that would be primarily responsive to Afr Staff requirs

ments and direction, and would provide timely and analytfcal studies of USAF
combat operations in SEA. '

Project CHECO, an acronym for Contemporary Historical Examination of
Current Operations, was established to meet this Afr Staff requirement. !fan
by Hq PACAF, with elements at Hq 7AF and 7AF/13AF, Project CHECO provides a
scholarly, “on-gofng" historical examination, documentation, and report{ng o
USAF policies, concepts, and doctrine in PACOM. This CKECO report 1s part o
the overall documentation and examination which 1s being accomplished., Alon
with the other CHECO publications, this 1s an authentic source for an assess
ment of the effectiveness of USAF afrpower in PACOM.

MILTON B. ADAMS, Major General, USAF IR
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FOREHORD '

S'lto 85 was an 1mportant friendly guerrilla base in Northeast

Laos. In mid—1967 steps were begun to establfsh a(Tsg-g1 facilty™ 20
near Site 85 atop a steep 5500-foot ridge caﬂed Phou Pha Thi, lo- Dpl'zpf‘a
cated only 25 kilometers fran the North Wetnmse/l.&otfm border Y

and 45 kilometers west of Sam Neva, Laos. A TACAN facility had al £ |
seady been established 2top Phou Pha Thi ‘and was operational in (V‘ﬁ oN .
August 1966. This base and its faci1ities were comonly called W‘p"‘ .0::;{“"’#
Site 85 Gt '

In essence, the 75Q-81 was a modified verston of the Strategic
Afr Cormand's (SAC) Radar Bomb Scoring (RBS) system. While the SAC
system was designed to predict bomb impact points for simylated drops,

the T5Q system was used to direct and coptrol attack et fighters

and bombers to their targets and also provide them with precise bamb

relesse points, under radar control, ﬁv\/
Simi1 had b 1shed earlfer fn South vi | 13
milar systems had been establishe ear er in outh etham and T ‘,)"d

one existed 1n Thailand. (These systems were grouped under & common l);‘p,‘f"‘\_é

nickname, Cambat Skyspot ) The T5Q facility at Site 85 /M ’F @u\f {‘\
primarily {n that'the equipment was specially designed {n sma'll pack= yu ﬁp A ?
2ges to be he'lil‘lfted to remote locations. The nickname for operatfons f'ﬂ “J

under Site 85 direction was Commando Club, \,\,‘JM "\Jb\& ﬁ“"“‘ - (_ps

MEK phm e UDD 1y oy s aepg,eé
However, Site 85 was much more unigue than a specfally designed

"1 UNGCLASSIFIED
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radar bcmb‘lng facility, Site 85 was thef ly‘facﬂ'lty of {ts kind

| It was the @l;\,facﬂity which could provide ground _r‘zué :

vectored radar bombing in the northern target areas of both North =
Yietnam and Laos, thereby enhancing USAF all-weather strike capabilities

V¥ 'in these teo areas. Finally, the site was established and operated by

i M</\Amer1cm technﬂ:'lans in & manner designed n not St violate the 1962
) 5

'_*fl
T b

,o)_r*_\ Geneva Agreements and to “guarantee” the "neutrality” of Laos. However,
v

the locetion of a site at Phou Pha Thi to direct bomb strikes against

North Vietnam was y]tra sensitive from both the polftical and milftary
standpoint. '

Meo guerrillas trafned by CAS personnel provided the primary >
force for defense of the site on Phou Pha Thi. In the event these .:3;;;-\:’::"“
defenders came under heavy enemy attack and ‘loss of the site appeared u’"f
frminent, plans called for evacuating the Pmer*!can persorlw—lﬂ_rﬁ:

TSQ/TACAN facility and destroying the equipment to keep it from fa'l'ling
7758

into enemy hands. However, early on the morning of 11 March, & force of

twenty heavily armed 'luf'l'ltrators Taunched a surprise attack on the

facilit{es atop Phou Pha Thi before the evecuetion plan could be

implemented. of the 16 Amerfcan personnel manning the sfte'. only six

were successfully evacuated, with one befng killed by enemy forces firing

on the rescue helfcopters. Four of the five remaining personnel had

been wounded durfng the enemy attack o‘n- the_sitxc.l This report relates

the story of the fill of Sfte 85 and attempts to place events sur- |

rounding its loss fn proper perﬁpéct‘lve. /U,v\D &
| TAdZd
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THE FALL OF SITE 85

Introductfon -

The war fn Northeast Laos has Been characterized by conditions
which are generally the reverse of thos;‘exfsting in South Vietnam,
The oneﬁ}. Pathet Lao (PL);.witﬁ considerable North Yietnamese Army
(NVA) supﬁort and partfcipation, has usuelly operated as & more con-
ventional mi1{tary force. Here he controls many of the larger popue

lation fenters end 15 bound for sustenance to the transportation
system,

Friendly forces in Northeast Lacs, on the other hand, operate
more as guerriilas with the restrictions in Supply &nd manpower that
are usually associated with that status. From a few "secure” 1slands
within this sea of themy contrel, the guerrillas, the Auto-Defense de
Choc (ADC) forces of Meo General Vang Pao, conduct harassing activities
4381nst the enemy and gather important intelligence data, These dats ire
needed to provide targeting information for friendly strike and inter-

diction programs 3gainst the enemy and his Supply 1ines to Laos and
2
South Vietnam,

Therefore, bound to & more passive role by both necessity and
capabilities, these guerriila forces hayc.npi’gengra11y had the reason
to “stand and fight” except at 3 feu vf;i!'Wbbiffbﬁs.“'SI;g-és'w;k"“f"

Tisted as one of these vital locations.
1
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Site 85 Operations Nov 67 - Mar 68
| This study does not prepose to offer a definftive 1nquiry into
the tactics, uso. or problems 1n operations of the T58Q and TALAN
fac111tfts lt 51te 85 during the poriod November 1957 to ll Klrch 1968
the day 1t was copturtd by the enuqy Houever. sume dato on TSQ opcr-
otions ln offered to convey the value of this 1nstnhtion to the USAF

nission aglinst the enemy.

The 75Q-81 facility at Site 85 was established to help enhance
USAF 311 westher strike copabilitfes agafnst the northern route pickages
fn Korth Vietnam and targets in Northeastern Leos. Since the wedther

over North Y{etram generally turns unfayorable for afr operations in
mid-October and does not begin to 1mproveugq;jj April, 1t was imperative

that the site be operational when :he weather deterioratod. It became
- \ y 2
operdtional at the end of October.

ExcTuding Route Package I, the following data indfcate the use)

5
of the T5Q-81 facility 1n directing actual strikes against North Vietnam.

Nov Dec Jan Feb #ar 1-10

Total Missfons 153 94 125 4% 6
Missions Under Cormando CTub (75Q-81) — 20 20 29 a7 3
Hercont under Commando Club ——- —..— 13, 0 1.3 23.2 (85.1 N 50.0

Throughout this perfod, 427 strike missions were flown over the northern
pertions of Korth Vietnom. The facility at 51te 85 directed 99. slightly
over 23% of the tetal.

2
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Stetlar data for dctua) strikes 1n the Barrel RO1Y ares of
Northeast Laos disclosed the folTowing: |

Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar 1.10
~ Total Missiong . - 458 327 320 378 182
Misstons Under Commando Clubd (150-81)" ] 67 3 142 165

Percent - under Commando Club T 0.4 20,4 10,3 37 ($0.6 )

The reason for the major différences in data for the nonth of

February and the first 19 days of March as contrasted to earlfer figures

-SR-S

disrupt the enemy buildup ageinst Site 85, S{te 85 was located Just
West of the B Sector of Barre) Ro)Y. Throughout this period, 1,472

was that USAF sortie d1locations shifte sharply to Barrel Rol1 to hetp

strike missfons were flown {nto Barrel ROIT; 408 or 27.7% were directed
by Site 85,

Combinfng the sorties 1nto North Vietnam and Barrel Roll, 1t can
be seen that the sTte at Phou Pha Th directed nearly 271 of Q1 Dstrike
missfons flown fn the twe treas from 1 Nove&ber 1967 untf] the site fell
on 11 March 1988, |

The Physical S{te and Defengive Concepts
AN Inaddition to houstng the 75Q-81 and TACAN (Channe) g7), Site 85
A

(4
} %}) 'v‘{,ﬁ“ & major supply peint for guerrilla operations in Northesstern Laos,
.VJL':?',)-Thqulgjf}site consfsted of a closed 600-foot runway with issocfated

] ] .
> a)u:;ufhuildings near coordfnates UNES60, The TSQ and TACAN locatfons were
' v bl
A ¢ .

s ¥ ;

.‘ ‘(\

Il4uf’ :

| ¥ |
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northwest of this point on higher ground at coordinates UHE6276106
(20° 26'42" N 103° &3' 05" E).

The TACAN and TSQ facilities were situated on the western rim
of a stetp ridge that looked down_on [ nearby heIiport. on1y 300 yards

awdy and on the same ridge.. The ridge ran in a north-northwester1y ‘
direction, f1tful1y rising to the highest point Phou Phc Thi, at an
elevation of 1786 meters, ebout 2 1/2.kj1umeter5~(km) from the T4Q
locatioh. The TSQ/TACAN elevation was about 1700 meters, or about
5580 feet; the heliport elevation was about 5300, feet. This ridge,

-

generally called Phou Pha Thi 1n 1ts entirety, daminated the local ..,p‘i“"cj
1/ g Mxﬂbjlsff)
e

. L i AN pen? oI
For the defense of Site 85, (Meo guerriIlas were to provide the primary

force. Although greatly outnumbered by the potential forces which the
enemy could draw upon, the concept for the de%ense of Site 85 depended
on expleiting the unique geography of the ared, an intalligence net to
warn of approaching enemy forces, and the impact of properly placed
airstrikes, At worst, it was envisioned thit the'necessary technical

personnel could be evacuated anfl;he equipment destrOyed 1f the s1te

wis in danger of being overrun.

Due to the sensitivity of the site, evacustion could be required
for either political or m111tary_reasoh;;r“THg-factﬂrunainqd thit;-
although Site 85 was deemed to be;defansivély;stiﬁﬁi.;if theﬁonemx’uéif

UNCLASSIFIED
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'Judged" to be fully {ntent on uptur"lng it and withstanding the
dccompanying losses, the politfcal rules necess{tated that the TsQ and
TACAN be destroyed and Amerfcan technicfans be evdcuated, so that nefther
these personne'l nor the equipment would fall into enemy hands, Sensibly,

pnT
rx*“"‘
Increasingly valuable asset. that decisfon rested on J_tﬁm: andT._‘,& oc‘t

circumstances. Avso, {f the enemy posed such a thrut to the site that

there could be no pre-established *time” at which to relinquish thig P‘V

the site was to be cestroyed and the.personnel evacuated. then there
was 1ittle sense in “fighting to the last man“ to defend what had become

only “real estate", bereft of {ts primary {mportance. These factors "
12/ ¢

made up the dilemma of the cefense of Site 85, \,\9 v
\3'

* ﬁ’(

‘mb#ﬂg_ One of the advantages of the T5Q fnstallation at Site 85 was that o

;d 1-.1'9 the system possessed the capability to provide direction of a‘lrstr‘lkes nfd' ¢
&_',a-’ o5

g fn 1ts own defense. Although the U. .S, Ambassador {n \Hent‘lane had L"«'\‘P
5 —\ O
; @ny'la_nmm on 8 December 1967 for _Commando C1ubj‘lrected '; {":\
@
i 7 atrikes in the Birre) Roll areaiahe continued to give approval for “_,,,*,"&g
4\ .
(V* strikes on an individual basis, In line with this policy, on 23 ¢ <¢ ?S‘-‘
——i e,
,7, Z pe ecember he authorized strikes against s‘lx enemy “strong po‘fnts G‘; ’
14ft

lppmx‘lmte'ly 20 kilometers east and southeast of Site 85, These tar-
gets were only the flizst to be stipulated as "part of the planned
defense of Site 85.*

Four days later a formal plan, in coordination some weeks, was

distributed which defined procedures for the se)f-defense of S{te 85,

5
UNCLASSIFIED
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The key fﬁlc"in'the plan was played by the Local Area Defense .
Commander (LADC), the local ?eo-commander. In essence, the plan
. 5
_rested on three assumptions:
. The LADC would have from 1-24 hours potice of
eneny concentration or buildup which would indi-
. catean jnninent attack, e .

. The LADC would know the Tocal terrain and potential
locat{ons where an enemy buildup might be expected.

. The LADC would have caﬂnunicatjans contact with the
U.S. Embassy at Vientiane as well as the 15Q-81
facility at the site.

The concept wag that if the enemy threatened the site, the LADC
would coordinate with the Embassy in Vientfane and bet authorfzation
to call for afrstrikes. With authority given, the Embassy would
then notify 7AF that executfon authority had'Bgén given to the LAOC.

t _ When the enemy attack was irminent, the LADC would contact the Embassy
1f¥5§;‘ and recefve final execution authority. Thereﬁpon. the LADC was

authorized tolnotify the 75Q-81 cunnandef)of the rﬁqhirement for ‘the

S
‘5‘%?

™

h3%;1i52§7‘

strike and supply him with the target cooédina%zs (hopefully pre<

N

computed, otherwise a 10-minute delay ensued).

—

At this point, the TSQ commander was to contact 7AF via secure
voice and request the strike force. Seventh Air. Force was -then tO
provide the strike forces as circumstances and time allowed, even.

e — A

"""-_.-_//“ ——
calling upon the Afrborne Command and Control Center (ABCCC) to divert

.Q?i; T?Egg

<
[™Ww

airborne missions if necessary.

o ! 'wﬂ;’jaﬂ
A
el

. 4 \e!
3
<.\

K

5

V4

A 1 6
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i
I
. AMreraft were to be vectored to TSQ control and the strikes Q‘
would be carrfed out. .Strikes conducted under emergency cenditions Jﬁ Qt
vere suthorfzed within a 600-foot proxinity to friendly forces; other 3 \}
wise 1000 metars was the limit, Authority for requesting additional

strikes rested with LADC who would coordimte the need with tvailadle V

ly
sir or ground ocbservars,: ST :

Lot R 4 ?A v ;_C‘l"‘:“j/’}.\u/ w 2

- Q‘\_k J"' . FM, {' Q A S ¢

" Estimated Enemy Obfect!ves .
: Lt Dot
In a December 1957 briefing for CINCPACAF, a CAS representative

_ 18
discussed estimates of upcoming enemy objectives {n Northeastern Laos:_/

" Beccuse of hie complete dependenos cn e face

trouportation, the enemy mat mownit all his major '
offeraive aotions during the dry ssasom. The dey N ,@
ssceon generally starts tn mid-Cotober and continuee h .‘
witil Jine, The major advantoge which the snemy has . v
ie the atiffening of the PL force by firet olagy Avd $ 3
"wmilitary perecnnel and the faot that the eremy oan GU ¥Q
reinforce at will by bringing in additional NVA wnite ﬁ

from Forth Vistram at oy time dicring the dry secaom, R
"All qvailable intelligence whioh we believe to be | \)‘ 2
reliable od relatively aompletes indicate that the Ny Q\?
gy plans to wapture the following odfectives diring
the coming dry season: Site 220, Stte 208, Site 36, A WD
(Stte 85, and Site 201......dua Fovender the enemy ?5 P/
trucks and troops entering Lace ] t'n__m_io_a_gd at o
aelawming rats, ) o
It wis further estimated that the enemy would apply pressure to
General Yang Pao’s southemn defens;lve Tine which protected Yientisne
4nd the Mekong River valley. Apparently the eremy hoped that pressure
on Generel Ving Pac would prevent him from séhding reinforcements to

fmstn%; enemy plans In Sam Neua province near the Yietnamese-Lactfan

border, UNCLASSIFIED
e
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Enemy Clearing Operations

With the additfon of 3 NVA battalions {n November, the enemy -
began a concentrated effort to clear friendly forces awsy from their
vital Rovtes 6, €8, 611 which ran from near’ the Korth Yetnamese-
Leotian border northeast of Sam Neua towards the Plaine des‘Jerresxgg/
A1l of the sites mentfoned earlier as estimaied-enemy objectives

were tocated within approximately 15-25 k11oneters'(km)_of_these routes,

OO a s wm . e

+

One of the first clearing operatfons occurred on 19 November 1967,
" when an enemy force of 150 men attacked Site 179 (Ban Nhot Phat, 20 km
west of Route 68 and 17 km south of Site BS, Phou Pha Thi), After a
short, spirited defense, friendly troops withdrew to the north and bilj
24 November they were sble to reoccupy Site 179 v1rtua11y unopposed
For the succeeding weeks, PL/NVA act1v1ty was concentrated rainly
fn areas east and southeast of Highway Routes 6, 68, 61), and many of
the friendly outposts {n this area were captbred by the ensny, Along
with the outposts, Site 220 fel} gn 6 December 196 7 In sddition, the

enemy continued to build up suppIies and menpower.

Informants 1in the Sam Neua area had given 1nfonnation to friendly
sources that eremy activity was not to be limited to areas esst of the
highway routes. Troops of twd enemy battalions who had moved southwest
from Sam Neua, on 5 December 1967, had‘gggiggg that Houei Kha Moun
(Site 111, only 10km north of 5155/85) and Phou Pha Thi (Site 85) were

2150 to be captured in December,

8
- GAIT Puils” o7 Are T4 M””"f”*m"’"
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The First A@temot

On the evening of 15 Decemben, 1967 an estimated two ensmy companies
probed ADC defenses near Phou Den Din (UH7660) only 12 km east of Site

85. After dark, contact with the enemy was broken. Early the next
morning, 30 enemy troops sttacked and CAptured these same ADC pos1t10ns. .
but ADC forces recaptured them later {n the day. Repulsed, the enemy
returned with mgrtars and by 1700L on 16 December began shelling Phou
Oen Din. Thc defenders held out and this {nftial move toward Phou Phn
Thi degenerated fnto mere harassment.gi/

Two companies of PL were sighted two days Teter moving toward
Phou Den Din. Although 1t was not established whether these were the
same two companies which had attacked periou:Ty or were refnforcements,
this.force was struck hard by pro-government aircraft and, by

25
26 December, were reported returning to Sam Neua."'/ The enemy had

been discouraged for the time being; subsequently, he would resume -({'h
his efforts toward Sfte 85 with a new twist. W
. V(.

- : ”
The security of the faciiftfes at Site 8BS was an fssue of ’ {;U*

goq;fint attentfon. As early as 20 October 1957.-@;f§?e the site was
Judged operatfonal, two so-called “agents” with a camera had been
apprehended upon reaching the summit of Phou Pha Thi. However, CAS
1nterrogat10n; film evaluation, and Investigation revealed that the

T,

suspects were in fact bona fide[guddh‘lst mnks] The CAS fina‘l report
/

stated that no pictures-of the sfte or approaches thereto had ‘been

/] B! S5esSer THIS asr/rﬂ- Tt 2:515, WHAT Wores
Al?!
Ao KL RO g W)i,'fnLAqSlF‘ED | B
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taken and the {nterrogation had gafned negative results. The monks

were released to Laotian government and gg1itery authorities for

“further disposftion at thefr discretion. “ S, -

. The 1ncreesed enemy ectivity in Deczg;er continued to prunpt
‘ responsive concern for Site 85's sefety. bue the situetion 1n the

1unn61ete vicinity remefned unchanged. The overrun of Site 61,

TACAN statfon 1n Southern Laos, called eéé;ntion in 1ete December to

the security of e1lzTACAN sites in Leos. The Americen Embessy et
9 .

Vientiane reported:

v ["Le.m Site 88, Cha:wl 97,1 CAS had done an analgeu
F/ : \ of this utc.;c.r Brfeﬂy stated there aa::dzggd
: troope tn i tate victnity of eite; ttional
& \7,0 800 groope in the lover porgwn of the mountain... :
‘ﬂ} Peliave recscnable security extats and feel that
me &p ;ad_e%n:au :earm will be¢ provided in ocee evacwation - .
g t}-J ] tar.rmma récessary. An emergency plan far
Y svamation,..., extate. : . -

$-

This same report described the s1tuetion et eech of three TACAN
sites {n Laos, and remarked on the potent1e1 denger of these sitee if

the enemy decided on a major commitment of troops. The report
3/
concluded:’

"Aleo there te alvays the pouebtzuy\thar a mall
akilled omndo/lzotagc tean could penetrate and
age(deetroy any of the three. The snemy aleo has
the eapability of moving artillery or mortars vithin
range of any of the sites. It is the consinous harse
thart veees all recacnadle pnaauuam are bung f—a.kcn
" to safeguard the sites.”

10
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Enemy Activity fn January |

| S'-Itc 111 (H 6868), same 8 km north of Site 85, recefved minor
shelling on the last day of 1567. There followed 10 days of relative
1nac§1vity in the close proximity of Phou Pha Thi (S;%c 85), although
scattered sightings were reported 15 kn to the east.

The enemy continued to clear cut friendly pockets east of the

highway routes and a CAS reportsgf 8 Januvary commented on the enemy's
effectiveness in this enduvor:J'

"The enemy has ewoccesded in driving moat of the
pro-goverment forces from the area eaet of
Route &. I'hi; vi’lj affect the road-uateh
coverage of this key enemy ewpply line into the
area east of Kakharg ond intﬂicng Khouang
Provinocg. General Vang Pao will probadly soon
attempt 0 replace umits again.” '

A minor Jolt to the security of Site 85 was recefved on
10 January when a five-man PL patrol was dfscc;gred only two km
33/
north of Site 85 and at the base of the ridge.” They were dispersed,

withdrawing to the north, A mafor Jolt came two days Tater,
Enemy Afr Attack .

The enemy's second attempt against Site 85 came in the form of
. ' 34
& surprise attack. CAS reported )3 January 1968:—/

"Four dark greenf_a-:_i;graft,‘ Flying in a nopth-
veeterly direction passed the vicinity of Muong
Sang (UM 8350) at 1300 houre on 12 Jaowary, khen
the four reached Ban Howei Soui (UB 7852), to of
the aireraft broke from formation and orbited in

n
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‘,‘ﬂ’s ﬂu Houet Souk area, while the gseoond two aip-
M1 &° otaft, which wre AN-2 Colts, oontinued to

.. WM Phow Pha Thi (UH 6860) and commenced bombing
.1

moe while flying on an approximate heading of )

| 'f'h 304 degrese.” THe

. y 2 RoUKHIS, Fledp, AT _
-;::.é- aﬂ’g:%fﬁ?fWﬂwv ?:gm & Yy Ater By QuiiE = BT
‘ A f‘ Fb

three passes, the two Russfan-built Colts rocketed, strafed,
J e . e

r‘é ,f “?nd banbe ummit of the mountain. Two uuﬁen c1v‘|'|1'ans and two
T AP nd banbed the sum n. Two wamen civiliy ,

guerrillas were killed, and “two guerrillas were wounded. One of thg
: g , . 3
attacking Colts was shot down and crached and burned near UH 506&_657/ :

Apparently two crew members escaped'3gnd'an ADC team reported nothing
was salvageable at the crash site. The gther attacldhg aircraft
was also hit and craghed some 25 km to the northwest while trying to. .

4
clear a ridge at UH 570895. A ground team recovered numerous pieces ‘A&‘ <
(2]

3y
members, The bodies were identified as Vietnamese. The site

\ 2
38 s A
suffered negligible damege; no ground ettack materialized, —jﬁé‘,ﬁaﬂ,‘.gv
. b
At d

Inftial reports stated that the enemy had used 250-pound bombs ¥ é“/

of equipment from this second wreckage and found three ,dEALQQu v dj’
7 ’\5
rl).

However, subsequent fnvestigations at the sfte and of the aircraft"
wreckage by a 7AF Intellfgence team revealed that 120 mm mortar rounds
had been converted to "bombs*. Dropped through tubes in the floor of
the AN-2, the "bombs" became armed in the s1ip stream and detonated

oh fmpact. The rockets were 57 mm, and were carried in rocket pods

under the wing of the AN-2.

The succeeding day, the Embassy|at V‘Ientuné commnented on this
39

“attempt:
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"Ve ot conoluds that capial attack resented gremy
Pl’\@";ﬂ \'.,_5 sffort to get at navigation faoility which eould 2g
\

: 1 on grownd only at heavy aoet. Theoretisally,
aﬁﬁ wﬁﬁ)b’\q‘b’:‘:wﬁw

oould meecrt to this téoknique again, eithey
J W™ at Site 85 or tlachare, Envever, 1t should be noted
W
2z ﬂ_"r ¥  that this atz:aak v Largely wiuseessful and to oire
—araft vere loet,
\ ,fd T ) { . .
W JJ )?H/"OH of cailadle {nformation we roard carigl
o b * [ g L}
17, ,cJ a}"w a8 highly wusnal variation i nermal pattern of
' VP T oW #nemy tactios and do not believe this one nordent
VJU‘\ frﬂH r necessarily tntrodices nev dimenetfon to war in-Laoe ....
H"’ M e Presently revieving questions of air daferse at
1 B Sit‘ 8 tea .
e

Apparently the enemy was 8150 aware that the air ettack had Leen
"largely unsuccessful*, for within a few days he Eegan further troop

movements toward what became the ih'lrd &nd fina) attempt to take Phou
Pha Thi (S1te 85),

Preparation for the Final Attempt

Dfscounting the exception of a few probes, the flushing of the PL
five man patrol, and the repulsed attempt at Phou Den Din (12 km east
of Phou Pha Th"l) in mid-December, the enemy had made no determined ground

moves against Site 85 prior to mid-Janvary.

Almost at once, following the. unsuccessfu) Colt attack of 12 Jan
vary, this trend was reversed. On 14 January a force of ebout 300 PL
end KVA troops equipped with rr_t_qrtar'S'And one recoilless rifle (RR) were
Tocated only 15 km north-northeast of Site 85, By 12 January, 100_enemy
trocps had shifted to positions only 13 km north of Phou Pha Thi (Site

85) and enough concern was generat‘ed by these moves to induce Lao

refugees to begin fleeing the Site 111 area (Q km north of Phoy Pha Thi),

13
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40
© CAS camented on the 20th: —/

"It the enamy oould nove in large rmbers .o
troops into an ea north of Phou FPha Thi, ﬁ; .
would have the seocond jaw for a pincer mevement,
Probably the firat indisation of a sericus eneny
tntent to taks Phou Pha Thi would be the capture
of Phou Den Din (VB 7683)....7 - . : '

That jndidation was not long in éuning. An informant, had reported
that on 19 January & five battalion group of PL and NVA had moved west
from Sam Neua (VK 0158). These units shpa?ated into two task forces, |
one force of three battalions with one 105 mm howitzer moved allegedly
to attack Phou Den Din, 12 km east of'51te'85 (UK 7661); the other two
battalions, also possessing & 105 m howitzer, were to capture a'Toca-

3y R
tion about 19 km southeast of Phou Pha Thi.

Three days Tater these posi:;ons. as well as Site 179 (17 km south
of Site 85), fell to the enemy. A p&ttern of encirclement of Phou
Pha Thi from the north clockwise to the iouth'was Qedinning_;g_take

shape.

R}
L)

This pattern was pbt;jgnqred by friendly forées at Phou Pha Thi, |
They fully realized that the enemy coul&-mduﬁt a héav} ak§3u1t against
S{te 85 {f he was willing to accept the Tosses. They were also aware
that a combined attack of aftil1er} and mortar f%rﬁ'ind iﬁéround assauit,
with a repeat AN-2 Colt attack. was 2 possibiliiyi "But is'Janua}i.'
drew to a close, the primary concern of the defenders of Site 85 was

the threat of the enemy moving near enobgh to d1reb;'arti11ery.'mortar.

UNCLASSIFIED
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' 43/
and rocket fire agafnst Phou Pha Thi.

Defensive Reactfons 1n January

Subsequent to the AN-2 Colt attack, the Ui defense of the site

had b::n_bolstered by the addition of two captured 12.7 mm antiadrcraft

: 45/
guns, and later a captured Russian 85 mm antiafrcraft qun, Reine
| e , | 46/
forcement of the garrison at that time was not deemed necessary, How= -

ever, to counter the threat of enemy artillery firfng from Tong ranges
and the enemy concentrating supplfes and men against the site, four
messures were taken, First, the guerr{ilas planned to mafntain & 12 km
cefensive perimeter around Phou Pha Thi. Second, fii?s mm how{tzer was
transported by helfcopter from Site 58 to Site 85, Third, the guer-
r117a defenders in the ares stepped up thefr small patrol activity to
tdentify and locate enemy posftions for subsequent afrstrikes. Finally,
on 2 February General Vang Pao placed one of his two top f Landers
n charge of the Phou Pha Thi area and gave him the miss{on of recaptur-
ing certain positions, among them Phou Den Din and Site 179, = However,

these two positions were never retaken,

Afrstrike Support for S{ite 85

The following informatfon, for the perfod ] December 1667 - 31
January 1968, indicates the tota} USAF air comitment 1n actual strike
sorties 1n Barrel Roll and the generally incressed attention devoted

to the Sfte 85 area (pr1marflg east of Sfte 85, from which direction
the threat was developing):

15
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l;.»i Sorties in Barrel Rol 1§03 - 798

{Jr\*’l o Sorties within 30 kn of Sfte 85 128 ¢ s
* The general, though certainly not exc]usive. modus operandi was

to launch A-1 afrcraft to strike targets in the morning; these aircraft
.'would then perfonn as *}Cs for 1aterwf;;éged and d1verted jets Similar

strike activities were.condqcted in the qﬁterngon. althOqu by no means

were 211 strikes FAC-directed. During h&urs of darkness, A-26s were

used to patrol the area on armed recce missions. In addition, beginning

the end of Hovenbegé the Site 85 facility began directing strikes in the -

hnwiRd1ana.

Procedures had already been established for Site 85 to direct air-

tr1kes fn its own defensé, Although by the end of January, 92 strike

S
m1ss1ons in the Barrel Roll area had been directed’ by the site, no

o:f S5 Ty
QS;\

test of self defense strike procedures had been conducted. On 25 January,

'U
S‘A\ s

ﬂ$ such & "test exercise” was initfated by the sfte. However, the test was

<:¢;) not pre-gnnounced and was not coordinated with h1gher headquarters
7

R

C‘O
O

beforehand. Furthermere, the_Eroger_p(qgsqg[gi_ﬁgfg'pot fQ{]pwed;J Under

such c¢ircumstances, and where there had been no prior indication of sctual

).

e
«ijé—
*)v

dange} to the site, difficulties developed in trying to provide the

requested support for a “test” wher resources were vitally needed else-

4&111;25

where for combat operations.

-

rg, -

T ag,
" “y

- -

X - sy
‘,P At the sfte, this test was Judéed Qi fatlure.\ but even with the
Q

unfavorable conditiong under which the test was held, the exercise was

1
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dnything but a total loss. SubsequentTy, ddditional procedures fop
conduéting tests were worked out, 2 Other changes {n actual procedures,
described later tn this study, greatly simpl{fied operations as more
experience was disseminated anJ the enemy threat mounted, When cfrcum-
stances called for actyal Implementation, there was no repeat of the
difﬁculties aper'lenced 1n- the test,

It has already been pointed out that during the month of January,
165 actull strike sorties were flgwn within 30 kn of Site 85, mostly to
the east where the threat was building, Over 64% of these were launched
after 22 Janvary and followed the enemy successes at Phou Den Oin and to
the south. The number of strikes rose to 8 peak on 30 January when 45
sorties, cver one-quarter of the' monthly total, hit w1th1n the 30 km
ared of Site 85, Thig {ncreased effort was permitted by the fact that
no ROLLING THUNDER missions flew on that day due to the Tet truce, 2/

On the 31st, the same day as the outbreak of the Tet Offensive in
South ¥ietnam, no strikes hit within 30 km of Phou Pha Thi, on
February, thirty strike sorties hit around Site 85. This was followed
by twelve days of reduced afr activity in close proximity to the Site,
0f the 473 strike sorties which USAF flew within gg km of Site 85 {n
February. only 52 were flown from 1-13 February,

Hidway in this perfod of relative inactivity, on 7 February, 1AF
&t Tan Son Nhut queried the offfce of the Afr At;!;he in Yientiane
about the dangers to Site 85. The 'message ended:

17
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“Do you have targets in area on whtoh you ceoire otmku?
7AP will attempt to provide whatever asetstance desmed
" necessary to insura eafety of LS-85." .

The Attache Office rgapcnded the next day, B February, sumar‘izing

the defensive situation:

-

" The approachu to the top of Phou Pha Thi arel. ..
virtuall ttaal climd md those cienues vhich can
¢ travereed are hegvt d...The enemy is present-
ly naieuvering e, and omuamu maide g 12 km
redius of Fhou Pha Thi. - Ké te !y trying to get
tnto poettion tO mamt g cmbtmd 105 mm plus mortar
aseqult to be folloved by ground prodee. [4AS ADC‘
troops aré mzntatm a 12 km perimeter aro

site ond ca long a y are able to dz thia, do not ‘TM CP&
believe Site 85 aa:n be taken." ' ot
- ,wrw :35“

The message from the Attache 0ff1ce went on to state that if the

-

enemy concentrated a large enough force (four battalions) and was willing

to accept the losses, Phou Pha Thi could be tak'en.' This course was
expected to be preceded by sufficient warning to permit site destruction
and evacuation. Regarding airstrike requirements, the message conclud?l ‘JJ

- ‘ ,\V\R’ ¥

) "In order to prevent the er.emg f"om soncentrating \2' W

\pb the recesesary force to cesault thie position, R
rP’ & reeporsive air strikee are a vital {rigredient.

X of now have in Jgesm?hau Pha.Thtaf‘_chg_nd atrjmdc/
(’ K_{a.bh o e In addition ue have
validated nine targete outndc of the 12 km pcmur
to the ecet for Commando Cludb etrikee 1f enemy activity
va noted ... Appreciate your offer of vesisiance, We
feol that daily and nightly strike sorties on a regular
datly baeie will do much to discourage trocps andsor
artillery from concentrating in the area znd at the
present ue hava no epecial targec qur.ng special
asviatance.” :

18 | | :
 UHCLASSIFIED,
TR TR -



~ NG ASSIFIED N .

- oy = -

Enemy Activity 22 Jan-16 Feb

After capturing Phou Den Din on the éarTy mérning of 22 Janvary,
the enemy lapsed 1nto relat{ve quiescence until the evening of 30 Jlnu'f'o'r;.
It should be remembered that during this perfod, USAF strikes near Phou
Pha Thi were reaching the peak for the month of January, Intellfgence
‘estimates remarked that the enemy was probably waiting unt{l he could
move 105 mm howitzers into positions from which to bombard the site, &

gttt
Tidep?

About 1930L, on 30 January, enemy troops exploded defensiive mines
of f the southern end of Phou Pha Thi. This was followed by a thirty X
minute enemy mortar sttack around the southern g;tpost high on the ridge,
After this, contact with the enemy was broken, The T5Q cmander) 7
Quickly reported that while there had been an attack near the site, 1t /w«q
amounted to no more than s probe. Futhermore, there had been no {njuries
‘()‘ to personnel at the site nor damage to the equipment. To be safe how-
;@Q“e/
V’ dc« 3 reached the top of the ridge; only the bottom defenses had been tested,

ever, flare ships and A-26s were directed to the ared but nothing more
63

Jb developed, Later assessments confirmed that no enemy troops had ¢
6

l,l That same evening enemy pressure had caused ADC troops to pull out
' (9 : of 2 village, Muong Yut, only nine km southeast of Phou Pha Thi. Evi-
dently, this enemy pressure had beegsexerted by only a small force and

la' 5) h‘{’ the posftion was Tater recaptured.

Ve
“‘Jg:’v ' From the perfod 31 January - 16 February, enemy contacts were
I few; however, enemy unfts encountered were generally of near cmpény or
'
19 .
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even battnfon size. Perhaps stgniffcanﬂy. one near battalfon-sizeg
force was conucted no more than six km west of Phou Pha Thi; another
cmpsny sized unit was dfscovered only 11 km to the southwest, Both
of these sncounters were the inftfal contacts to the west of Sfte 85,
" The threat rmined primrﬂy to the east. On 14 February, Huong Yut,
. hine i southeast of Phou Pha Thi, changed hands twice again, with the
pos ition finally remaining under ADC control, >

In general, 1t appeared that the enemy force, while fncreasing,
wWas respecting an approximate twelve km circle around Phou Pha Thi,

The only exceptfons were the contacts wesbsnd southwest of Site 85 and
the exchanges of the village, Muong Yut,

_ It was during this period that there exfsted a definfte W1l in
afr attacks against enemy unfts in the Site 85 area. Apparently,
‘dﬁ there was no expressed urgent demand for strikes In support of Site 85,
o p/ Although the Attache Office in Vientfane had fnformed 7AF on 8 February
f F' / that “no special ;arget nquiring special assistance" existed and only
?‘(\ \.P regular daily support was needed, a CAS report of 6 February had de_s_d_rilged

JJ(‘ o¢ \ A_redd under constryctfon from UH6353564 to UH 835572, This construction
'P{V had been noted since 1 February, On 9 February, CAS reported again
4

concerning this road construction, which was an ‘extensfon of Route 602

(Flg. 5): =/ RE Qomen AAVE wisgT TH IS Loed desld

i M RASCAD SRS 125N TANLE To vl Tpto
Y F”@p "“/”"" rmiﬁrz__« @8 THe AMBHLBAROQ £y T us
er If traffwa.ble Route 602 would provide the enany

with much 8a81er access from Sam Neua to st
areas n the vicinity of Ban Hon Non (VR 812663)
and Phau Chik Nou (VH 8157), It would afford the

— a’ F_";CTM_S Ipm F:Mﬂ-—'—*
Lo <p wpl evg 2~ mca-,: (mF .
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. .attack on Phou Pha Thi. Intarpx\etatwn of photo-
graphy dated 31 Jorary reveals intermitient road
mwh:wn on Route 602 from UBR 853583 northuset

: ' along the south alops of the n-daahm eos The
<¢A oonatruotion ends approzimately cne kilometer

.“A ,@ © northecet of the ey m-ang point at Phou Chik
/ .

fJ . onamy the reunity to roll i1 weapons for an

Fou (VR 817528).%

\ d’“ j | 2/
{; Trucks were reported rolli{ng on Route 602 on 11 February.

rag

,;\u ‘¢'(‘Unsuccessfu1 strikes had teen conducted against enemy positions at

:J\FD\P + Phou Chik Nou by 13 February. Apparently the enemy was well dug in,
v

AN
»

5 \l"qp V'letnan. were directed agafnst Rovte 602 on 2 February. no other strikes

Although four F-105s, returning uith erdnance unexpended sgainst North

have be;g {cent{fied as having been directed at Route 602 until 14 Feb-

: Qf’* ¢ rvary. By 16 Febryary, Rm;;e 602 had been extended to approximately
]

i )

v
: I
o ulf
| t(c f propaganda meetings {n which spokesmen predicted the coming attack on

‘l} one kan east of Phou Den Din; this was only 13 km from Phou Pha Thi,

g{}o During this period, the enemy did.net attempt tolhide his fntentions

a'))m the area. CAS reports abounded with references to Communist sponsored

¥
(/:,(,a(boo)?hou Pha Thi, cautioned villagers to stay clear of the objectfve, con-

=5 -

_ M)-D 9.‘(\ scripted men to serve as soldiers and cealfes, confiscated food supplies,
g o and offered distorted promises of what was to come (a twenty atrcraft MIG
attack and even Communist Chinese participation if the PL/NVA attempt

74
failed). e

Activity in Late February

Although afrstrikes began increasing {n the Phou Pha Thi area in
mid-Febrvary, so too, did enemy activity. To the east of Site 85, the

I twelve km perimeter was penetrated on 20 February, Muong Yut, that

1 - UNCLASSIFIED



often exchanged village nine km southeast'of‘s1te 85, fell agafin to the
S - . 75
enemy, Within four days, the ADC was seeking to recapture f{t.

On_2) February four additional PL/NVA battalfons‘trrived 1n Phoy

. L 76
Den Din and_moved out to positfons Just tnsfde the twelve km perimeter

However, the attackers of Phou Pha Thi were not sble to proceed so tasily

with their moves against Site 85, Fortune had mcmentar11y'favored the

. defenders.

" An ADC ambush same efght km southeast of Phou Pha Thi had killed
& sma1l party of Korth Vietnamese on 18 February, Apparently, one .of
the victims had been an NVA officer, and recovered from his body was a

small notebook which contained detafled {nformation concerning enemy
7

- n
" plans and strong points for the coning attack on Phou Pha Thia'—‘/

.

Information from the not;book yielded the following data in
8
addition to enemy positfons:

- Three NVA and one PL battalfons were to make-up the
attacking force,

.+ Final battleffeld reconnaissance was to be conducted

on 22 February. (CAS estimated the attack would
commence 23 February), .

*"The enemy used the word “TACAN" as it appears in
English and was aware of fts exact locatfon,

. The main assault force was to be one NVA battaifon
attacking from the northeast: the other battalions
were to attack the main trails to Phou Pha Thi.

+ Stocks of ammunition for al) heavy weapons were low
and re-supply was needed,

22
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{a\ Friend‘ly response to enemy activity and the new {nformation wag
\\ . rapid and effective. Already on 17 February the Ambassador at \’Tenthm

\
Viqi'@ had autherfzed \:‘I{syn,l and armed reconnafissance missions slong Route 602
P‘ ustv;;rd from Pho(ﬁen Oin and mor. targets were authorfzed around $ite
85, 2/ Small patrols were d‘lspatched by the ADC defenders to select

targets 1n the local area for artillery fire and atrstrikes. Special
reconnaissance teams of General Vang Pao's {rregulars were even ranging
east of Sam Neua trying to 1dent1fy depots supplying the enemy f‘orcu
{n the Phou Pha Thi region. In addftion. two 4.2 inch mortars and
another 105 mn_howitzer ;gr__;_g__t_gg_ Phou Pha Th1 and the garrison uu

fncressed by 11ty nen. — THE Sy 711
& éoﬂ et

Effective at 1300 on 21 Febryary, t._g_g,..ﬁ_._Amb.usm to Laos

authorjzed the LADC at Site 85 to task the Tj facility to strike any)
v ¥ target xithin a twelve km radius of the peak at Phou Pha Thi. This

e

tuthorization was limited fn that strikes could be placed no closer

‘ ? than 500 meters from known villages and that Conmando Club strikes

were st{11 to be conducted via secyre voice channels through the Radio
Relay Afrcraft (RRA). A HstB?f n'lng_t_eén st active villages ace
companied the avthorization,

Starting 20 February and extending to the fall of Site 85 edrly
on the morning of 11 March, a determined afr effort nt_g_nmnn_t'ly
1ncreas'lng 1ntens1ty was directed 1n {ts q_efense. &/ On 23 February,
4 message from the JCS to CINCPAC denoted that {ncreased afr support

83
was “urgently” needed. ~ From 20-29 February, 342 strike sorties
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Mt within 30 km of Site 85, most much closer than 30 km. In addition,
other sorties 'struck sast of Sam Neua against depots and supply con-

cmt:rations. The latter attacks hit outsig: of the 30 km area and
were not Included 1n totals listed above.

w;;%""-

Z{h {Q{ the‘soz was among the targe"ts aita’cked_..ipbut'the enemy had already
wy'v')o‘&%s_s_‘lgng_d over 400 road workers the task of keeping this vital Tine
J,( open. Later, bylldozers were also _brougﬁt_ 1n._ Ex@ept for intermittent

R

p"’”’;‘ 0 _
a'v"ya'f closures due to read cuts, the enemy continued to Jse this artery, There

v
A

hY

o

was no doubt that afrstrikes and artillery fire were retarding enemy
2 |

D ctivities, but they were not eliminating his presence or pressure
Q &_/___,_———‘__—k_____ . w .

within the twelve km defénsive perimeter around Site 85,

-3

R

An unofficial estimate by an unnamed staff officer {n one CAS

report dated 25 February 1968 sumed up thasstatus 85 of that day and

was extremely prophetfc of coming events:

"As a result of the enemy’s penetrating the 12
kilometer radius around Phou Fha Thi in force and
oecupytng key positicns within the lower right hand

t of thie perimeter ae well as positions Juet
outeids the perimeter at Phou Dem Din, ents
an_frminent thregt to the security of the TACAN site
@d other trytallationy at Phow Pha Thi, It is clear
that the enemy will continue to attempt to oonsolidate
his gains in the Fhou Pha Thi area during the next
two wieks while making arrangements for his final cs-
bault by thres or fous Battalions. If, hovever, ADC
uinite continue to harass successfully the enemy on the
growvd and if airecrasft continue to etrike enemy con-
centrations tn and arowund Phou Pha Thi and {n the
area east of Sam Neuc, the TACAN and other sites at
Phow Pha Thi vi:l continug to ba viabls forhthe rezt
Wo weeks., It s unt ble -gmdict, asever, the
2ate of security ,gg‘,Pm eyond 10 March

“ UNCLASSIFIED
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As conceived in evacustion plans, m_du&m_xg_mus

reserved for the the Anbassader Yientfane, &E Lpriority jof evacuees
i ’- Ju l

was allocated to the 13 TSQUACM personnel; however, enough heli-

copters were to be provided to permit a total of 155 to be 1ifted out,

The others, guerrillag, w'ere to be extracted when the Loca! Area . .

Pefense Commander deemed approp}-iate Eive helfcopters, three USAF
and two Afr Amer{ca, u;ra-e desfgnated as the force required to accom-

Piish the evacuation,

' /U' , . ‘ I
A To provide an irmedfate capability the two Afr America helicopters
C”L l"L1 were to remain overnight (RON) each nigm.jt ngubylmmg_s.a USAF
-'-j" hel{copters were to come from Thailand- based resources. Subsequently,
A |
T

-’ (ome USAF messages expn;sed the desfre for Afr America hel{copters to
TMy RON at Site 85) net 98. _/Hwever. this was not changed; 1t was feared

helfcopter presence at Site 85 would have prbvoked an 'enm;y attempt to

destroy these lucrative targets., If they had been destroyed, the [
. §1

planned emergency 11ft capability would have vanished. But the

point was well taken, for weather also might 'hive disruhtéd the rescue * i

co Bl
f]‘lght from Site 98 to Site 85, THIS DET/S 10 P‘fﬂmum_.. HeyE
0 \1 THE U F pH_Ua,P,__\.g,_; MIAH}
' 7o) 55~ APLKS PaLs
b?onowing a decisfon to evacvate. the Amb_a_ugdor wis 10 notify

k ]‘y.\J 7/13 AF TACC at Udorn AB, Thailand who coul in turn notffy TAF at

b“ v~ Tan Son Nhut AB, Vietnam, Weather permitting, 7AF was to scramble
“,}& ;{ or divert four A-1 afrcraft to provide cover for 'the evacuatfon,

. \f Y suppress enemy fire, and FAC for subsequent Jet strik'es. The LADC and
' \}’L"ﬁ' .4n attache-provided FAC were to help direct the strikes. , The plan
o 4 mad

t . (lr 26
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4170wed 2 1nited night evacuation capabilfty (the RON helfcopters
MR —_— 92

? #t Site 98), but pre-supposed a daylight effort, .
a W THE X0 wp wfiwer wit mRbE 1o Crhwid LevuT Lo

Final Enemy Moves 758 ¢T7 /S HT
Enemy movements from 1-9 March are depicted in Fig, 6. Throughe

out the early days of March, enemy forces 'conttnﬁg_g their i‘i‘.‘.‘l"’.."

zelmimting friendly pockets of reststance en route, until by 9 March,
when the enemy deployed into what might be termed “Jump off points®,

e gt e

quadrant. The enemy positions also threatened Sfte 111, only eight'

kn north of smggs. Approximately foyr enemy battalions stond pofsed ,

for the attack.

a Phou Phs Thi was yirtually surrounded, except for the northwest

On 2 March,a review of the &mmwummwm

around Site 85 r;:eﬂed the changes which had occurred as the enemy

Any target in the twelve kn defensive perimeter
could be struck _un_du__F_&c_‘ control,

 The restriction against strikes with‘ln 500 meters

H

g threat mounted: |
T

|

Lg of villages only applied to Commando Cludb {TSQ)
’ .rlf directed strikes, unless the target was validated
yﬂ P by the LADC,
7, .
Afl/- *5'1 * Any Cormando Club strikes could be diverted by the
1 V'O uﬁc to validated targets 1n the twelve km ‘perimeter.
. 17 “)/ « For a dfstance of ten km along Route 602 east of Phou
- g e east o
r /["P‘b-.}d'/ v Den Din, strikes were autherized under FAC or Come
I3 5 mando Club control (this included “Gravel™ and
Hp 1o oo,
| v'//;:,‘a‘:\o*
e

- ‘e A oW w

' 27
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_ * Use of CBU and "Gravel" was author{zed anywhere
~ -~ in the twelve km periméter {f val{dated by the
LADC and 1f targets wery at 1east 500 meters

| ’&1?3 from friendly troops.
Mpb’uﬁ';‘g t‘S The restriction of‘ vsing only securg vofce son=

z H’__ tact with supporting afrcraft could be walyved. . -
&N 90 U’M with Vientiane Embassy approval whpﬂ-undmt
M 7 : of fmminent attack,
V’f ﬁgg Gravel seeding was acggmpﬁshed oh some confirmed supply routes

east of Site 85 on § Harch, 2/ CBUs were used in the area around -

S1te 85 in February. The use of CBU uhder Corrmndo Club contro'l was
é an ignovation. Bambing tables were not’ avaﬂable to be used 1n con-
);,V'> D'* Junct'lon with the TsQ, but ‘experignce and "know how" of the 7/13AF
zﬁ;’)r,p-—»personnel at Udorn AF Base in Thafland allowed them to 1m_pr~ovise ef-

t fertively until precise tables became available.

&'915 6‘,]"1-01'0 facilitate around-the- clock capabﬂity of the 1SQ faci‘th.

B\VL T‘E\ five more techniciang ‘were sent ta Site BS (the total number of Americans (;bi
/

’a-lr‘;' WS Now 19) More targets and scrties were allocated for night opera- 94
tions. On § March a message from 74F to boco PACAF 1nd1cated conditinns
——————r

for evicuation, relocation of the fac'thy. qmd remarl:ed on the value of
[

the site: . , <

g b oy

l,’/J TTMJ‘ v dus to mfmzzm-ms_m N 1,.2/(
*/éa,oﬁb od --:.”- . 'zi' LT e U, {0 A
AR tutbns s

" 7 .
0 - . '

. eomp (27 & ggmty ouﬂ et le uw 1.71 t .
m“:&"’ M"ul"/{eod Triginal plan {a roted. ., Lo DN

bo In another message, later on 5 March, from PACAF to the Deputy
6";‘; ;7'& Comander 7/13AF, with the cormanders of 7AF and 13AF as 1m‘mr11-aat{cana'lvJ

7L

K5 | UNCBassiFien



87/
adglressées. CINCPACAF cammented:

. "Recetving daily reports comcérning L

threat to Sitg 88, Difficult to evaluate
sTtuation from here. Request you comsult CAS
sources and provide me your sstimats of threat,
trioluding anticipated time of attack, and friend-
ly aapabilities to defend,

"Tou are authorized to direct evacuation of eits
end destruction of equipment when in your Judgment
nch aotion s necessary. TYour plan, OPlan 43§-
68, s approved for this cee. Xeep 7th and
13th Adr Forces and thia arters informed of
your intentions this regard. Insmrs that all
preparationa are made for emergency é¢vacuation

a8 required.” '

From 1-10 March, USAF carried out 314 strike sortfes within 30 km

of Site B5. Over 76% of these were directed by the 15Q facility at

..S.i.t.a.g.gs. Among the targets struck frequently was the vital Route
602,
._-___.—-

A EEEEE YL

. On 29 February, airstrikes had dum;aed_r.m_bulldozers and
m' é 60 killed the operating ¢rews used to supplement road clearing operations.

V4 99/

O Until serviceable bulldozers could be brought 1n, work was svspended,
uﬁ} However, enemy resupply could not be halted; coolfes, too, had been
’/x(\;ic?\b’ﬁ carrying supplies to enemy troops., One of their major rogtes. Just
‘\J’north of Route 602, was subjected to a combined CBU/Gravel raid on

K

Y 10/ .
.@J er‘\’o 5 March. ‘)”j\‘xaoeow

, P ¢ ,/‘4*& .
L 0&47 Even 'though}e'%eath%]}n the vicinity of the site had deterforated,
\
‘ //(:o';{?\ the afr attacks“continued.”  But, 1t was becoming fncreasingly dif-
?fé? & fieult to estimaté enemy strengths'and f‘ix"tﬁeir locations because
7 - 102/
‘/Q‘ ﬁc they had deployed into numerous small concentrations.,
I) .
v X
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FOR S ICRET-NOTORN—

beozse of the enemy’s willingness to continue
* " to secalate his commitment in this area.”

The American Ambassador n Lacs was fmpressed with this estimate

and cormented on his feelings concerning Site 85 {n a 26 Februsry

87
telegram to the Chief of Staff, USAF__:_J 3,_,“ ity ('.N_N Lﬂ_

". . .Enemy fervard movement (tovard Site 85)
. a4 has been irezorable cver the past memtha and .
o¥ reither air or ground rdsources which are availadle
% > 1 to us appear adequate to deter hia intentioma.

PR "...Az:haugh”,f_ﬂ':-m,;-_-ﬂmdm_zk

o taxl, we belisle you should be avare of our
ourrent sstimate that wve may be able to assure
uqu_-ith_o.f_'j_hil s1te for no mors than the next
B weexq.

"You will recall that, when we arranged this
tnetallation, I mode clear that our principle
dafense effort vould reet upon guerrilla write
who operated with mobile taotics and that we
oould not.,.quarantee a static defenge. Our

rregular unite in thie area are already »"
’1' etretched thin and havi: many other significant e
&, obligations related to'the ceferse of population
U;/ centere which make {t impogaible for us to look ﬁ ﬂ\ 1
~ {7)/ with any great hope uponm the choicea for effec- A

tive rewnforcement. Therefors, the moment of ﬁ') f
truth may be approaching for this site. v

Y in thi defanse affort. Airetrike soriies are P

a - » ] L] P
o b Fotrng provided in réspectable mumbers. But, in y M.
¢T) . the final aalyeis, it seems daubtﬂl. that the
) 4118 can be held in the foce of comatetent eremy ,f& n o av P
‘ 0'4 determiration, . v v

Y 0, "Tharefore, ve are in toush With USAF quthorities ﬁﬁ“’ i !
A ;  gvecation and destruction Plana. We are fairly &
‘((a,/\# eonfident both should be able to be carried out in (‘A
¢ orderly fashion. Moreover, we are exgnining poe= vﬁ
0 0idilities of finding enother useful oite in the U A
»{d same general area which Will provids roughly the ) '
& same coverage.!, r————

Nz Foldn pwid ~+ atsstn HAW/E il nJ

< - T _
o BC1 Tad ENMRE pogTicled Loy Féed
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