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SECREI 
UW sWC!! • USC!1I I" SOVDIWT ASIA 

I. TH[ PROILIlI 

A. O.tlch .. nt l, Plcif1c AJr le.cu. C.nt.r (PARC) 

, Th ••• oorll iDcr.... in th. l.v.l of ~r1clD cotlll, .. nt In 

Vi.tn.. in 1961 ..oDt • conoid.r.bl. iDCr .... in the 1 ... 1 of .lr 

.ctlvity. Th. J\JlICU JDI ODd rAIl! CAT! prolr ... brolllht OW air-

craft and pilot. into tha rountry to train the Vtetna.e .. and to fl, 

comb.t al •• loD.; tho .U",Dted U.S. A..y Idvi.ory fore •• iDtroduced 

more h.llcopt.r.. Th ••• ea.oit.ont. wer. in r,coID~t10D of the vit.l 

clily. Not only did tho a1 •• 10D. o~ tho e.-biDed fore •• of tho UDit.d 

St.t •• Ind tho lepublie of Viltn .. dlct.t •• .or ... tlD.lv. uta of lir-

craft, but the holtil. eavtroDneat, which included junel. and -auntaln-

CUI terratn .1 .,.11 .1 enay. actiYity. laerN.ad thl huarda {#volved 

in thl •• oper.tiona. ~ aircraft &Ad crew. veri 101t, ••• rch and 

r •• eue .ffort. had to be .ounted to Ixtrlct thl lurvlvor. and tbe dl-

ce ••• d, Ulu.lly froe r-.ota aDd vafriendly .r.... The nled to coordl-

not. th •••• ftort. r •• ulted In tho cr •• t10n of Dot.e~nt 3 of tho 

Plclflc Air la.cu. Ceot.r (PARC) on 1 April 1962. ~ 

Tho ai •• ion of Dotaehaeat ) VII to control ODd coordlnat • 

•• Irch .ad r •• cu. ap.r.tl... thro.,b the laarcb ODd laicuo ~rdlna­

<Ina CeDt.r (IAlCC) It TID loa aut Air ..... la1aon, The IAlCC ... 

....... d loy trai_ rue .. coacro11on, bGwftr. tber. _" ..... rcb 

and r •• c ... aircr.ft ... ~. The IAlCC ..... to r.ly .tirol, .... 

; 
! 
j 
I 

1 



... ource. dra .... fr .. the U.S. 'nIJ. U.S. Ifar1lll •• ASYII .. ocu.iOtl-

.lly the VRAP and USAF. to.ouDlc.tloee ADd -.41c.l ... l .... t .t It. 
y 

Succ ••• ful recovery depeGd. to • larl' .. tnt upoIl tbe re-

.ctlon t~ of the IeIrcb ADd rllC .. force. vblcb 1 • ..,..1I1ly true 

ln c .. bat .0 ..... "fore • prof ... loaal SAl fore. witla ltl _ .... t • 

.... ItatloDM lIS IVN. aol.t .\lOc ••• '"l r.c ..... ri •• v.rl .... ~ .I'~ 

troop •• or flxed or rot.ry wiUl .lrcr.ft ln the t..adllte .r .. of tlla 

cr •• h. In tb •• e ...... bac .... of It. llaltltloea. the SAlCC va. pr.-

eluded fro. participation lQ the .t •• 1oft. The SAlCe would opeo it. 

OVII .hllon "".n 1aaodl.t. r •• ~ could DOt be effectod. vb1ch ..... t 

tllat tho cr •• h .It. v ...... lly ln ruaaod ADd/or onear-hold t.rr.ln. 

It allo lDdlcatad tbat tbe chane •• of ruowlr1oc .urvivorl .. I _11. 

Rev.rthel •••• it y .. t..peratl" to locate aDd ....tae the dOWDed air'" 

cr.ft to d.torain. tho .t.t .. of the erlV aDd the e ... 1 of the cr .. b. 

of 1-26 cr •• h •• r •• ulted in ta.por.ry around1 .. of the Ilrcr.ft. 

Tho ... rcb aDd r •• cue fore .. vor. ta.t~nt.l In d.t.ra1D1 .. tb. 

c ..... }j ) 

( "for. tho wee hod it. _ r_ca. ADd • o1 .. 1fl .... t aIIUit, 

to cOtltrol al •• loee ... crall,. it WI foreod to ... loy , ... l1li1 ..... rodl-

cally d1U ..... fr. tIooeo IIMd tod.,. TIll IAIICC claW. or ._ of Il1a 

coatrollon al_ witll • rodio _rotor ...... '0If8floa'. 1M .... 1111)' _ 

ord ..... ,,~ t_ ..u pia 1-.4 to ,III cr .... _ ., ...., or 

2 



~rin. h.lieopt.r, USAF C-12l, or aDy oth.r ... Da ••• llabll, end 

"'\DI dutl .... On-Seonl-C_ador (OSC). Thl ... r,," ........ r of 

mi •• ionl p.r .anth, until ald-1964, va. approxt.atll, foufi th.r.-

for., the five controll.r •••• 1anad to the SAlCe veri adequate for 

field deployment (The nu.ber. by .onth, varied. In Jul, 1963, 

thare vera no SAl al •• 1oa., vhila 1n Dec .. b.r 1963. thlr. vir. 111ht. 

The number. incr •••• d at.dually but the .anthly Ivar ••• for the firat 
~ 

half of 19b4 W., <ouahly lix.). 

Locltina the IClna of • cr •• h, and thin ,.tt1na into it 

often provld to bl •• tr ... ly difficult. In tho aollntl1noul tlrrl1n 

and the tree-canopied juna1e for •• t. of South ••• t ~i •• an airplane 

Cln be Iwallowed up and 1 •• vI no trlCI for I •• rehar.. ~n the 

plane was located, the r •• cue party would ftnd or cut. cl •• rlDi for 

• hellcopter land ins or work ltl vly in on foot. Without parar •• eu. 

per.onn~l or a helicopter equipped with • hol.~ cabl., It v •• u.u.lly 

lmpo •• lble to make immediate entry into the craib area. Quite often 

the site wa. found to be in •• cure and ARVN troop. htd to be helicopter 

tran.ported or .. reh.d in on foot. Sosaeti_ ..... c.h a. an infantry 

b.tt.lion hod to b. coo.1tted 1ft ordlr to .. kl the Irll ... url onouah 
}j 

to probe the cra.h .itl. 

Thoroulh IDd .xhoutt1 ... I.rchol war • .-dl 1ft .11 c .... lad 

."-jor Saua4lrl. SAlCe Conrnnder. reported that of tbA 240 air cra.h .. 

1n Vilt .... bet_ J ...... ., 1.62 _ J .... 1964, oal, two r_i_ 
iI 

unlocated . If tberl ... r. DO I,,"hon, tbe ... reh perty r-.d 

1 

"., to ,_ 
J 



..... 

thl r-.ala. of thO crev aDd portloae of tho .1rcroft Vblcb covld b. 

of vol ... in dotl .. iD1 ... the c.ueo of the cr •• h. TIlly th .. dl.trOJod 

Inythl ... In the VTICkoal thot Ill.ht be of UII to thl ....,. 

When lir Ind ,round rltODD.i •• ane. had f.tlad to loclte I 

cra.h lit" or the pilot, l •• fllt drop. vera .-ployed ... l •• t ditch 

Iffort. Onl .uch Iffort WI. aadl in thl .prl ... of 1964 In • wlld 

ar •• of Thua Thien province, Ilona tbl Laotian border louthv •• t of 

Montaanardl reported that th.y had ••• n I .-okin, airplanl in I partl-

cular ar •• , but ... thodical .r~ I.tlnliv. air I •• rch, II VIII .1 • 

,round ••• rch by 150 U.S. S~ci.l rorce. Ind ARVN troop., which l •• tld 

I,vlral day •• f.lled to produce thl .liaht •• t traci of plane or craw. 

The ••• rch VI' lu.pendad. but 200,000 l •• fletl, printed in Vl.t~ •• 

and Prlnch by U51S. vere dropped in the ... reh Ir... Sinel thl Ceneva 

Convoatlon prohlblto tho offor of .onoy for huaon boln~o, VO '3S,OOO 

w •• offored for lnfo ... tlon Which could .1d ln tho recovery of 0 

!flr.en AalericAD .oD0l'll"." with the pilot •• liv •. VN $17,SOO v •• 

offorod lf tho pl.no w •• found ODd tho pllot. woro d.ad. Thuo, tbe 

laoflot l ... lly circuavoatod tho bOD .nd providod on l"ccatlvo for 

k..pina the pilot. aliye. The U.S. Ip.~{al 'or~ •• epr.ad tha ...... . 

lJ 
by word of .cuth. 

Sevorol 80Dtbe lotor • Vlot eo,.. dotootor dllcloaod thot 0 lllbt 

pl_ bod boa ohot don 1 .. the _ t1M perl04 II the 10-111, .... t 1 ... 

• Uf ..... t .rlO. _ther 100.000 llOnoeo ... r. ,rl .. tod aDd .r........ The 

4 
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SECRE i NOPOIN 
l •• flat. 1n thl. c ..... v. I1tt1. pr~ •• alacl tbe Ir ..... r~ed. 

.p.r •• l, popul.t.d, .Dd tho trlb .... n war ••• norall, 11llt.r.t •• 
11 

Noithor tho.o l •• fl.t., nor otb.r. that war. dropped, bav •• ~ceed.d 
V 

in l •• dinl to the recovery of • pilot or plana. 

11tl0. of the SAR fore. have .ad. l •• fl.t drop. uaaec •••• ry. 

B. Vl.tn ..... AnlY (ARVN) Support 

Thl •• arrana ... nt. under which the SAlce conducted ••• rch and 

in letting SAR force. to the IClne becaual of hi,ber priority ca.ait­
.L0 / 

IMntl. One .pociol .nd por.f.teat probl .. v •• coordiaotion vlth 

th. ARVN in ohtain!ns around forc •• for the SAR .ffort. Althou.h 

KACV had 11ft little doubt II to the .-phalil which vIa to b. placId 

on •• curina craah lIt •• and racovlrina dIC •• led per.canel. tbe AlVN 

did not ahare thtl concern [0 the .... eztent. particularly ¥ben it 

concerned thair own fore... In "DJ c •••• coo.idarabla rlifflculty 

and nw.erou. V~( •• ucr.tlc d.l~y. vere incurred in obtainlna around 
ill 

force. to effect. ti .. l, re.olution of tho SAR .ffort. 

On. ai •• ion, which illu.trata. a.v.ral probl .... occurred 

8-10 Korch 1964. A .eaior USAF offic.r v ••• hot dOWD in • VMAI A-IH 

nNr Satlon. Tba SAlCe CamlN.r ,r.pared aDd brl.fed a t ... to taka 

vith hlo to the .it. oul, to flad thet the ••• ilD'd .ircr.ft had d.-

perted vitb aD offlc.r frDa '.3, Who had taken it upon b .... lf to 

IUrvOJ tbo crub. lipt fdl hefor ..... eMr a.l.rcrafe """ld be _ • 

.... n.ble to the ... rcb ,.rt,. lec_. of repcwe" 'iet ~ cOllC .. traciou, 



$ECRE i NOFORN 
AltYN troopi ... to to be put lIItD the Ir .. the followi ..... nl.... 011 

tho IOOni .. of the 9tb. tho lurch party flov to a aec:u," oru .. or 

the cralh to aVlit thl troop.. Althouah thl troop. did DOt arrl ... 

IIvorol A-1H'. did .nd proclldl<l to boIIb tho att •. Or1ai .... lly. 

troop. frno Saiaon ... ra to b. di.patchod but it vaa dlcided to .ead 

troopi froa 81en HOI inlt.ad. H~v.r thl appropriate c~nd.r could 

not be found to arant plra1e.lon. To coapIic.t. thl aituatlon, the 

ASOC clo.ad down durina ch •• 1 •• tl, anq .. tter. veri DOt r •• olved batorl 

ntahtfill. The ARVN had not vlnted to co .. it • forci ... 111r than a 

r.,t.ent but, on the 10th, • company •• cured the ar •• with 11tt1. 
ill 

trouble . 

'ruler.tion., cone.minl afound luppert and other difficult1 •• , 

are lu.aArl.ld by the SARCC Chlet, "-jor Alan Slunder., in the report 
ill 

of the ai •• ion of 8 Harch: 

"The uCI •• iva dl1.y. Incountered in obc.toina 
nlVN luppart ar. not acceptable from I I1ft­
.avina atandpoint. It a1.0 live. thl en.., a 
chance to 1nf1ltrate the ara ••.•• " 

"The vertic.l picture. taken by rlconnai.aance 
the firlt day ware UQu •• bla. They took nev 
0 .... 00 tho IOOrd", of tho 9th. 1 triad ..... uc­
c.a.fully all .ft.nooD to obtaiD priDt. of 
tha. I requoated priDu tor the tollov1", 
.. roi .. ' I bri.U... WhID 1 VlDt for tha 1 vu 
told th.t the c.era .... out of focul aDd thoy 
wara DO lGOd ...... 

"Ev.ry ..... VII tryi", to cODtrol the alllion .t 
ODC. ""icb .lIulted 111 p.rt of the c""fui"" ...... 

'~ .trik1ac of tbe craab lie. Co 'lxplodo 
po •• ibl. aiDe.' aod • ... t •• li •• ebe .r .. • 
beforl it 1a "- if IIIIm .... r. alae. 11 
idiotic ...... 

6 



SECREt NOPORN 
Tho c.-.1~t of lara' ..... r. of troope to .... ffort. la 

iBOoeuro t.rritory. wblr. thl cblDe. of r.cOYlrl .. tbl er .. allY. 1. 

a .. n can be quuUOIII4I. l.cOVlri", tha 4.c •• aed ... ~1I1 .. tb • 

• lrer.ft I1lht IIOt be .ufflel."t r ....... for furtblr rl.k ot 11 •••• 

A ro1oto4 prob1_ •• t thl t1M ......... 1", the AlVII to ....... tbe 

Vlot Co.... It elO be ratl ..... 11.ed tbat ... reh ... r •• eue .ffortl 

vora aa 1004 a v., .a 10, of 401", It. 

Tho IreuDd auppott iaaue p.r.l.t04 ".11 .ft.r prof ••• 1o ... 1 

balf of 1964. ID4 prOllpted the Co- r 4.r of the 2AD to .drll •• ra-
W 

queat to !lACV for Iruter AlVII aupport of SAl. 0... .ucb ll1C14at 

prOllpt! ... tba roqueat. occurred 111 11 Corp •• ro. 111 l.u 1964. A 

USlI lA-~C eraahod on 9 Dlc"'er ID4 va. loe.ted .... 14 DleeooHr. Tho 

SAlce roqueated II Corp. to •• eure the .roo. Aft.r eoutlOt follow-

up au4 CQUld11Wlt1gD tbe ar ..... f1D&11, .. ~"ra4 OD 21 ... 22 J .. ~.,.. 

W 

Ioaoth .. 1IIeidat occurred 111 1.t. 1964 ....... two T-2I' •• ritb 

four aircr ........ n. era.bed 111 I Corp. erll. TIle Grllb litl ... 

~lltal, .--... TIle ~U ... t1oe of thl __ lite ... "la7ed 

bee ..... of ........ t .. ""11l~ .f thl lice ~ Ult CollI. oUtbIuP 

I Corp .... ~ted to ___ till IHI. till -''' .,.ats. fdl .. 

to _t.riali ... 0. 22 J~. tw UW AU __ ..... ..,t .. . 
..... n .. ~ I Un .... flaw iaCI e ... aHi ... _ ....... _ 

W ...-..... -.... 
7 



SECREI 
On II Karch 196~, a I-57 vao oboorvod to cr .. h by a rAC, 00 

the Ixact location v •• known. The body of one crev ..-ber ... re-

covlred on 12 March and III Corp. v •• rlqul.tld to ••• rch a ... 11 

ar •• for the _i.lina crev ..-blr. A around .eareh operatloa planned 

for 14 March v •• rlp •• tldly delayed UDtil 9 April when I hellborne 
1lI 

forci of 100 troop. landed for I fruitl ••• thr •• -hour ••• rch. 

The 2AD r~co8nll.d the n •• d for cautloul and clreful p1ann1na 

of •• curity and ••• rch oper_ttnne to preclude the uno.c •••• ry 10 •• of 

11fe. Hawver t it VI. telt th~,t more po.Hive r •• ction to rlqul.t. 

for ••• 1Itlnce VI. needed. 

C. Inadequate Plrlonnel and EquipMent 

While molt of the lucce •• ful ,e.eue. vere mad. on an l~ra.ptu 

b •• ia by aircraft in the vlctnlty of the cr •• h, it bec~me apparent 

that aany live. vir. 10lt bec.ule perlonn.1 could not do the job vith-

aut proper r •• cue and recovery training and without adequate equip8ent. 

Sev.ral example. 111u.trate the ahortcaain,. of the aaka.hift 

SAR fore •• in RVN. One occurred in late 1963 wh.n an A~1 aircraft 

croohad in 0 rain foraot an tha oido of 0 6000 foot .. untoin in tho 

II Corpo ar.a. Tho Marinoo 4iopatchad an H-34 holicoptor to .. to tho 

pickup, but tho offort onded in dioootor. Tho H-34 did nat havo a 

coblo lana onouah to raa.h tha around throuah tho hlah foraot. Tho 

balicaptor dOfCnded too clo .. to tba jllllll0 ...... py ad .r .. bod. 

a 



voro 18pooolbio by air. Thara wara DO elaarlnaa for halleoptar 

landlna" tbaro vora DO ballcoptar. wltb • eabla of aufflelent 

I.oath. and there vlre no par.r •• cue p.rlOftftll to put into the ar ••• 

The r •• cue va. thin sad. on foot. The r •• eul p.rty took two dlY. to 

work 1tl vly in and when it .rrived both crew ..-bar. ver. dead. A 

total of thr •• helicopter. vera d •• tloyed in the opar.tioD. The 
!!I 

r •• eul would have baln routine with prop.r .qul~nt. 

Another ca.1 Involvad an U.S. Anoy blilcopt.r whleb cra.bed 

at night in thl oc.an n •• r Nha Trani. Thl four crew ..-ber. lot out 

and Itarted Ivu..ln« but they fIeld an outloina tid, and prolrl.1 

~ •• very difficult. Ar.y helicopter. were •• nt out fa· the r •• eul. 

The pilot of the firat f •• cue helicopter flev Into the vlt.r. Aa. 

r.lult, other aircraft on the al •• 10n v.r. vithdrlvn. Thl co-pilot 

of on. ot the dawned helicopter ... de it to Ihore, althouah h. had 

Another helicopter cr •• h in the v.ter, near the .outh of the 

M.kana Riv.r .outh of S.l.on, r.lult.d 10 •• 1.11ar d11.lt.r. rour 

of tbo .Ix-.an crlw lot out of tba aircraft bafora It .aDk. Tho Ar.y 

• ha&ardoua rotor v •• h. AccordlD1 to the co-pl1ot. tb1. froatal vav. 

drowned tbl pilot. (A aoraal ovarbaad ra.cUl approach would bava 

_tbed tbo vat .. rubor than cbuned it up.) 0IIa of tlMo ....... UI tau 

had aDOtbor vlctt., a Ir1tl.h V1at Cp==,_d.r , by tbe haDd. ¥beD aD air­

craft called for t~ to claar the araa '0 that Mao va.t ..etl could b. 

9 



SECRET NOFORN 
dropped. The crev _ar holdlne tha deU_·. hand. lat 10 ad he 

vent under •• tlr. Hl. bod, va,hed up on thl baach thl aeat day. 
1]./ 

Only two of thl crev ... barl vere ,.vld. 

O. VNAF Had-Evac 

Battlefield eedicel Ivacuation 11 not noraally a ai"lon of 

••• rch and r •• eul lore... The deplorable lituation which Ixiated in 

1964 concarnine medical Ivacultion 1, r.llvant to thil .tudy for tvo 

r ••• onl. Firlt. VNAF helicopter. veri char.ld with t~ ai"lon. and 

their f.ilure. inevitably reflected in lome .... ur. on the USAF. 

Second. I lilnlftcant role in the battlefield medical evacuation did 

befall USAF SAR force. when they vere introduced. 

ThroUlhout 1964. U.S. A~ and Air Forel officlr. reported that 

tvo VNAF H-34 helicopter Iquadrona were not provldina adequate .edital 

evacuation I.rvlee. Medical evacuation and aarial re.upply vwre the 

.. in mi •• ion. for the ••• quadran.. Nearly every .fter-action report 

fro. t~ TV Cnrpa ar .... de .na. ~~nt ~rttt~.l of VNAP parforaanc •. 

Elther thl hellcopter. ware late or dld not errlve; when they dld 

arrive, thlY dlpartld .a.et18ea without carryina avay the VOUDdad. 

Th.ra ... ra 189 raquaat. fra. IV Corp. ar .. duriDl thll 8011th' of Auau.t. 

Sapt.ber. and October 1964 for lMd-avac. of ""lch only 38 ... re honored. 

The m.ber of requu .. would hne .... n bllher had it IIt't b .... for the 

eupport of Anoy UK-l.·.. The praetlce .a. for the Anoy hellcoptere to 

e..,port the VIIA1 __ ed; booNftr. thay took a larl. part of the 

..., reopoaalblllty. 
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.CRt I NOFORN 
The co ... ntl of I.vlral officlr. au. up the VIAl perfor.&Dcl 

'Th. AlVN .pp.ar. to hav •• dafinit. lack of 
('oftftd.n~. In the V'MAr H-14 .. d-evat' operation ... 
(Tho U.S. Ar.y UH-1I'.) particularly .. ka tho 
VIIM look bad by aakina 'Uht .. d-ovaco of AlVN 
in the battle I:OM •.•• " _ 

I, ••• Thay can thlllk of .. DY r",onl not to fly 
and appear to vait out the U.S. Aray to do the 
vork ••• thIY Ire I Ilovlnly lot in .'pe.ranr. •••• 
in contr.at to the ordinary AJt.VN troop. in tOll­

bat boot., the alrer.v. look t.rrtbl',~W4n, 
wearlnl blue IUld, low cut .ho ••.... I, W 

"Inldlqu..tl Hd-Ivac continued to b, ••• riou. 
probl .. that 1. pointed qut 1n n •• rly IVlry 
.ft.r .... ction report. I' 1!1 

Tho perfo .... nc. of U.S. AnlY h.U.apt.ro .... h11hly prolo.d by bnth 

U.S. and Vi.tn ..... officer.. Hovevlr. USAF rl.eUI helicopter. would 

hive bleD of Irelter UI. in certa1n 11tu.tlonl fvr vhlch thlir equip-

~nt va •• peclfically de.1gned. 

E. Co~unic.t1on. Searche. 

The proble. of overdue aircraft r •• chld major proportiona in 

1963. When a control a,lncy r'ported an atrcraft overdua. the SAlCe 

undertook an Il.ctronic •• arch. Durin, the firat .... n ~Dtha of 

1963, tho SARCC conduct.d lS4 c~nic.tion ••• arch •• , Th. princip.l 

.ourc. of tho prabl .. va. tha failure of pilot. of li.ht .ircraft or 

h.Ucopt.ro ta fil. ar cia •• 0 fl1.ht pl.n ar tho .failur. to DOUty 

control l,eDci" of th.ir inteDtiona. Thie probl_ .... cOlltiDUOd to 
W 

niat. 
\ 

11 

Ea.·NOFQRN 1 



SECRE r NOFORN 
,. lliprov ... ntl 

Durin. the int.ria p.riod. April 1962 to Jun. 1964. before 

• profe •• ionol SA! fore. va ••• t.bli.had in South ••• t Alia, .... 

li.ited Improv ... ntl in perlonnll and .qul~nt vera .. da. Detach-

.. nt 3 w., lucc ••• lul 1n procurlnt Ita ova ca..unicatlnaa Iqu1,..nt 

to d1.patch to thl craib litl with thl oa-Iclnl-ca..andar. Thi' 

,.VI Ir •• tlr control and coordination to thl r •• eul .ffort. Othlr 

iaportant 1t ... of r •• eul .qul~nt luch .1 I1ttlr baekltl. -.dlel1 
ill 

kitl, and SARAH (haaing) .qul~nt vere obtainld and put to u ... 

The officer. of olt 1 a1.0 conducted orllntatlon cour ••• in vatlr 

lurvlval and r •• cue techniques for the Army aiter,vI who had not had 

the tr.tnina priviaully. An .tte~t to lend Aray pilote to the Air 

Poree In.trument Ichool tailed, howevlr, bICIU •• of alrlady aver-
III 

extended fac111t1el. These .... ure •• howevlr, fell far ahort of 

thoae needed to correct a voraen1na .1tuatlon. 
\ 

! 
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!ECRE I NOFORN 
II. THE INTRODUCTION 01 SAl FOICES 

Aa of 1 July 1964. there had beln 143 flta11tl •• r •• u1tina fra. 
28/ 

cr •• h •• 0f u.s .• irr"aft in Vietn ... In the ... nttn. the Air rorci 

had been crltlcilld for not providlnl prof ••• ional SAR capability 

other than a control .1 ... nt. 

~ •• rly .1 the .~r of 1962. Major E. J. Traxler, the Det ) 

Comaandlr at the t1 ... had rlco ... nded that ARS plr.ann.l and Iqulp-
111 

.. nt be Itationld in South •• ,t AAia • In the follovina ru.r 

• ,vlral other requelt. were mad.. TbI Deputy Director of the Air 

Operationl Centar .~d up thl .ituatlon. in Augult 1963. when ha 

wrote, "The need for prof.a.lonal SAR forc •• in thiB ar •• ha. b •• n 

r.COBnllld for a lona t~ and hal b.en mad. a .. ttar of rlcord to 

2AD and Pacific Air Re.cue (PAR) Sq. on many occaalonl in the palt. ,,'f!V 
! 

Th. Joint Vietname •• /U.S. Search and Relcue Alr .... ntl, dated 

15 November 1962, made the Vietnamel. r •• ponlib1e for Civ1l SAR and 

lhel[ uwn (une.. They h4d &Q extr ... ly li.ited cap.city to p4trfona 

.ll! 
lither role. 

The firlt CODcrltl .tlp to r ... dy chi •• ituation v •• taken 1n 
, 
\ 

Sop{ .. blr 1963 whon Hajor Alan Slondlrl, thl Dot 3 Ca.aandlr, pTlplred 

I coapt.henltvi ,cudy of the Died. aad requ1r ... nC. 1a Vietaaa fro. 

thl point o( viov o( tho coobined If(ortl of III ailitl., forcll. 

Hajor Slundarl pointld out that tho incr .. llnc lortil rlt .. , thl Idvlr.1 

oporltina conditionl, oad tha lIck of porloDDlI trliaad in pickup 

14 
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procedurl., Ilrl.l dlll.lry, ODd cODduct1a& ... rch patt.fDa ..... I 

prof ••• ioUAI forel aaadatory. In racoanltlon of the .. c ••• ity for 

qulck ro'pon .. , tho Itudy rac~Dded thlt Air Cr ... "COYlry (ACl) 

dltlcn.ontl bl dlploy.d to 01 "Iftl. Pillau, Blan Bo •• ODd COD Tho. 

The Itudy Ilia propoled th.t thl It.Ddlrd RB-43 h.licoptlr bl 

tlnk., .nd othlr Iplcill f.lturl. whlch would .nabl. lt to oparlt. 

Ifflctlvely undlr cOlblt cOllditionl and ovn tho 200-300 foot danlely 

Although the SARce v •• f •• ponatbl. for SAR In Caabodia. Lao •• and 

Thailand, I. will .1 In Vietnam, the Icudy concluded that political 

r •• triction. and the lack of A.erican activity in tha •• othar countrl" 1 

11.1 
.. de South Vi'tna. thl only po.aibia or lOlieal piaci ~o .tation unite. 

M.jor General Anthia ,IVI full approval to the .tudy and forwarded 
W 

1t to PACAF 1n Novowblr. Ourlna tho follovlna flvi 8ODth., thl 

2d Air Dlvi.ion ICudy bounced baek aDd forth between KACV aDd CINCPA~. 

In thl "anti .. f PACAI and AJlS HIU the plannlae n.c .... ry to •• ta-

bli.h In edlq~tl SAl cov.ra,1 in Vi.t.... Por thl lana t ... , PACAF 

t.lt that thl daploy..ut of ,Lx .odltled 81kor.ky CH-3 helicopter •• 

witb thllr ,rllt.r rlftl. ODd .~. would provide adequatl cov.r .... 

AlS fllt thlt poollbly two litll cOlild "". tho whol. c_try. 11ac. 

of thl OlAf Loc.l .... ".cUI (W) aircnft. tho .... ,. _U III • 

IS 
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SECHEr 
aini .... cc.pt.bl. int.ria vehicl.. By u.ina tho .ntir. b .... tructur. 

W 
1n SVN. 11x HH-4)'. could provide I.tilt.ctory cpv.r.... .. of thl 

.uaa.r of 1966, the HH-43 v ••• till btina u •• d for ACI/LII in SVJ, .nd 

ho ••• ner.lly prav.d it •• lf in it •••• ian.d ai •• ian •• 

in Harch 1964, USAF approved thl trln.flr of thr •• d.tlch .. ntl to 

SVN ~th • plann.d daplo,..nt dati of June 1964. Praltaiaary action 
1lJ 

va. takan to .ad1fy .1x HB-4JB'. on I priority b •• tl. Thl contracta 

could not ba lit until approval v •• recaivld to br1na the helicopter, 
36/ 

into SVN. The time required to ~dify the helicopter ... nt that the 

coablt vlr,lon would not Ictul11y arrivi in the RVN until October 1964. 

I 8y April, howevlr. thl .ntlr. 1"uI had yet to b. r •• olved betva.n 

CINCPAC and MACV. Therl wlr. tWo principal r ••• ona why the lntroduc-

tlon of SAR w •• delayed. Firlt, the U.S. involvement under the JUNGLE 

JIM and FARM GAT! prolr ... v ••• eai-covert. SAR force. would eaph •• ize 

U.S. p.rticip.t1on. In thi •• ame connection, in order to keep the 

operation covert, very Itrict ceilin,. had bIen placed on aanpovwr. Aa 

it v •• , when SA! force. vlre Ipproved in Hay of 1964, thl ceilinal had 
llJ 

to b. r.i •• d by 86 mon. Second, therl v •• thl que.tion of conceptual 
W 

d{ff.rooco. b.tve.a tho Aray .nd tho Air 'arc. durina the poriod. 
W 

Th. ai •• ion v ••• ventually .ivon to tho USAF by JCS dir.cfiv •• 

In April, CIIeCPA(:Af, hav1na fllDded and .. d. tho ue •••• ry plano 

for tho introduction of SAl fore •• , aad. f~thor .ffort. to have tho 

i .... ro.oI9od. 11th Air rorc .... r ..... tod to aeok 1afaraation 
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SEQi£1 
"Iardina IlACV'. intonti01Ul in the Mttar ud CIIICPA(; we apin r_lnded 

of the &any valld rea.on. for en l ... dlate depl.,...t of the SAl 
401 

forc ••. 
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SECRET NOFORN 
II I. THE IUU.DUP 

A. Th. F1r.t V.ar 

CINCPAC ' • approval for the introduction of USAf SAl fore •• 

WII finally obtained In Hay of 1964. The Air Forci S.arch and a.,cue 

capability then belln to expand rapidly from I dle.tn.-nc of PAlC, 

with only I control function, to the 3d Aerolplee R •• cue and Recovery 

Group. with cwo operational .quadran. and two additional d.t.C~Dt •. 

OurinR thi. period. thl SAR force. proved that they were indiapaa.able 

to combat air operationa. 

The In1thl deployment of reI cue forc •• 1n V~_etnUl. wa. to 

have been made to Da Nana. Bien HOI. and Soc Trang. Howevlr, the 

d.~n.tr.ted need for SAR force. to lupport YANKEE TEAH operationl in 

Lao. which began in Hay, altered this deciaion. and the firlt r •• eul 

helicopter, to arrive 1n the theater_wire placed on the Laotian border 

at Nakhon Phanom, Thailand. On 19 June 1964, 36 plrlonnel, with two 

HH-43B helicopters, arrived on TOY from Nlhl, Okin&wI, to fora Detach-
&1 

.. at 3 (Provisional) of PARCo The 3Jrd ARS at Naha wa. a110 orderld 

to .end two HU-16 aircraft to Korlt to perform airborne releue control 
421 

for Tho1land and Lao •• Tho ..... d follow on un1t., 01"", v1th 

Karine helicopter. fra. Oa "Ina and Air ~r1CI lircraft. prov1ded 

cov.ra,. unt1l USAF capab1l1t10. could b. uPlradod 1n tho follov1D1 

y .. r. In July, tho 3l.t AIS at Clark AB •• nt RU-16 a1reraft to D. Kane 
W 
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SECREt 
Thl Culf of Tonkin incidlnt in Auauot 1964, further .odif11d 

thl pllDDld buildup of SAR forcll. Thl Irr1vIl of jot fi,btlr ODd 11r 

rofuIUna ;lltlt_tl in Thalload plltld nft d..adl on AU. Aa oa 

interl_ .... ur •• the Local" •• a"cul (LJR) It Takhl1. Thailand. VI. 
'W 

"'ipld tc:. Det 4 of the 36th AltS at Otan. lor... PAle. however, 

did not have the r •• oure •• to .. teh the ,uddin bul1d-up, .Dd CONUS 

tBR dltlch.ontl on TOT vorl til lId upon to providl covorl,l in Ind 

I("ouod JUen Ho., D. Nana. and Korat. Thailand. 

On, .... pl. illuatrat •• how the ARS deploYld unit. rapidly. 

On 6 Auault. Clptl1n Philip Princi of thl tBR dltlchlent It Maxwlll 

AlB. w •• notified that h. va. to hlv, tva helicoptera loaded abolrd 

tvo C-124 trln'portl and b, anroute to lorat within tV'Dt,~four 

hour.. Captain PrincI', creve worked throUBh the nt.ht di ...... bllna 

and load ina the helicoptera. Perloanll and .qul~nt vera dlltrl-

butld 10 that • unit could baec.. oparatioD.1 vhen the flrlt trlolport 

arrivld at Korat. Th, datach .. nt r •• chld lorat on 14 AUluat. and 

ahortly thlr •• ftar va. perforwdna tlR dutil' for USAf unit., a. veil 
.w 

II tho ROYIl Thai Air Porcl (ITAr) firina Ichool. Tho Maxwlll 

unit VII roplacld in Joa .... ..,. 1965 by IIIOthlr TOT unit. but by Octoblr 

of that Yllr oplrotiono of tho Dot.chlent 4 (PrOY1110n0l) Bq PAIC, hod 
ill 

blln token ovlr by Dot 4 of tho 38th AU, OIl I PCS bolh. 

Tho a1t"'Uoa .t Iorat 1. alIo 111uotrotiYI of the r.pid 

poroODDll _ or .... h.UOII c ....... t.U". plocI 4 .... 111& tho Urat ,lor 

of opor.<t·,..I. Tbe COIIU. nIT ..t ...... i ... iD ....... t fo'- tho 

_lIT 
'. . 
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SECREI 
Det.c~nt 1 (Prov1a1o .. l) .t 11.n Boa, and Det.cho.Dt 2 (Prov1a1oaal) 

.t Oa Nana, wore rod.ploy.d in Nova.bor 1964, to T.khl1 &ad Kakhon 

Ph.na.. re.p.ctive1y. The PAle TOY unit. at the •• latter b •••• ver. 

returnld to thatr parant unit.. Duti •• It liln HOI aDd De Mana v.r. 
ill 

... uaad by Oet 4 ODd O.t 5 of PARC, which varo cr .. tad .a PCS unit •• 

(5 •• Oraanl'ltlonal Su..ary, Appendix 2) Th ••• chana'. vera .ara than 

or •• n1'ltlon. for thl nlv unita at 111n Ho. and Oa Nan. vera equipped 

with the RH-43F coabat-.odlfled helicopter. Three vera ••• tloed to 

each unit. 

By Oocombor of 1964, USAF had. Iraatly 1~rov.d SAR c.po-

~111ty 1n Soutn ••• t Alta. Bria_dier Genlral Adriel Will1 .... the 

Commander of the Air R •• cul Service, .. de an inapection trip in 

December, and at it. conclulton sent. me ••••• to General Eate. which 

r •• d; - "AR.3 uuJ.t. 1n SEA uI.Il..l.aud1uI 111 .11 r •• pe<;:t •• W. can be very 
48/ 

proud of the •. l' 

B. The HH-43F 

The Ihortcomin,. of the B .odel of the HH-43 for aircrew 

recovery 1n a co.bat lone 100Q bee ... apparent to r •• cu. per.annel in 

Vietnam. Several IUlleltionl vere .u~ittld to ARS for t.prov ... ntl 

frOOl tho field. Th ••• 1ncludad • uch1ao lun lOOulltad on tho o1rcroft 

to afford the crew .a.e .. an. of proteetiOil. Thi. futurl v .. DOt 

c ..... 1darad in tho cOllb.t varaioD of tho RH-43 b.c ..... it VU DOt • 

• u1tablo .. "-plat fa", due to ita aia.. 1'ba ~_ &ad tho cr ... 

c_rc-t OQ tho .1rcr.ft .r. DOt lor ••• 110\IIII to cooofortobly _t 
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SECREI 
• JUD. ,..11 ..... rl .Irrild by thl crow aDd firl il rlturDed vhoo 

tbere 11 • DI.d or In opportunity. 

Kaaan Aircraft took the requir ... nt. fro. Ali aad the field 

and producod thl F ....til of thl HH-43, which rllultld io • .., .. 

•• rvlc •• ble lireraft. A auab.r of laportant aw futur ••• r. incor .. 

• raor-pl.tl thlt il dlltributld in holf-ioch Ihlltl .round thl pilot., 

alona the aidea and r •• r of- the perlonnel compart.ent. and oVlr the 

lnainl covlinl. Thl DOV •• If-I .. lina fuel tonka .110 providl Pro-

toctioa for thl botto. of thl perlonnll co.p.rt .. at. Thl titloiu. 

pllt. i •• doquatl to withlt.nd ... 11 .... firl oncOUD~lrod ia flilht. 

_Ir, the crlV aDd tho 'naiDO or •• till cOIllid ... bly upond durina 

rl.ov,ry operltioa., .'peci.lly throuah tho canopy Ir... "Caull of 

load condition., the enainl va. incr .... d in .izi. The opalatina 

r.diu. v ••• xtlndod to 120 na by thl iootlllitioo of iotlrool fual 

r.dio ."t, whor ... tho P ~.l, iD ord.r to luc."lfully coordiDitl 

r •• eu. ICtiviti.I, i •• 1.0 equippod with VIP (Vlry lilh rr.qUIGCY) aDd 

P'H (' .. eqveocy Mod,Ylatioa.) •• c.. The H.,oal , ... Cure :I., tIM 217 foot 

hoi.t clbll, with tho for .. t peGltrltor Itt&eh04, which ..... 1ally 

equipi tho BB-43r for rlCOYlry 10 thl raiD fora.U of Ioutllaaat Alia. 
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SECREI 
C. 38th Air Roocuo Squadron 

Tho continuod buildup of tho SAl forcoo durina tho fir.t 

holf of 1965 cloooly p.rollolod tho ,onorll .tron,th.nin, of U.S. 

forc •• ln South.aot Aala. In Ap~il, Detach .. nt 3 (Provia10nal) 

Hq PARC, va. formed at Ubon Alrf1ald 1n Thailand. Thi. va. follovad 
W 

by tho cr.atlon of Dot 5 (Prov) at Udorn, Thailand 1n Hay. Each 

unit woo oquippod with two HH-43B holicoptor., which voro quito 

lu1t,bl, for oplrationl outlid, of thl combat Ion •. 

By Juno of 1965, Dotachment 3 of PARC at Tan Son Khut,. had 

0plrational control over •• vln helicopter detachment. and two flxld 

wing detachment., all of which wire detachment. of thl Pacific Air 

Rescue Center or parent r'lcue .quadran. ellewhera 1n the 'lc1fic. 

Thel. command arrangementl became incre •• tncly unwieldy. In addition 

to the contu.ed c~nd 11nel, leveral chronic probl ... w1th TDY unit. 

were explri.nced durin, tho flrlt YOlr of operotiona. 'rca In operl-

tional atendpoint, the cr'VI and lupport plrlannel did In ,xcIlllnt 

job. Boycvcr, frga the Itandpo1nt of admin1ltration. future p1aan1ac. 

Ind continulty of operationl, tho TOY unit. undor.tODdobly fOil ahort. 

Thorafora, ARS ODd HATS docided to thorouahly roorlaniaa tho SAl forco. 

in So~th ••• t ~i.. ~ of 1 July 106S. all helicopter unit. w.,. 
or,an1&td II PCS dotecllMnt. of the 38th Air Roocyo Sql.l&dron, vith 

W 
haadquartar. at Ton Son Whut. Lt Colonal Edward lrafka .. eu.od 

c...aDd. Tha Hud vi,.. aircraft r_1Dtd on a TOT atatu. IIIItll the 

37th AlIS bOea8A operational in tho eu..ar of 1966. 
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SECREI 
Prior to U.S. iavol_lIt ill Iouthe .. t Aata, the 38tb AlB 

had beell All Ictivo unit .t.tioMll .t Kia ..... J.p.... The eqUldr ... V.I 

.ctiv.tod in Noveabor 1952, .nd ito KU-16'0 porfo.-.d • lIu.bor of 

r"CUI ai'lloni durina the Kor.an Vir. It v •• d.activated in Septeablr 

19~7 . 

D. Probl_ 

Sovorll othor probl ... Vlro oncountorod duri ... tho firot 

yelr of oporltiono which could ol_oot bo conoidorad 110 ... 1 cona1dori ... 

the rlpid bUildup of U.S. forc.a in the th •• tar. Th. h.licaptrr unit • 

• 'P0rioncod difficulty in oot.bliohing eupply li ... o fraa tho CONUS to 

SEA. Even if thoro hid bo.n no difficulti.o vith tr&DIport.tion. th.r. 

Vlro difficultioo in procuri ... thin.o to tranoport. Th. opar. p.rto 

blck-up VIO ,"rad to lupport LBR dotlc~nt. in tho CONUS aDd not ACR/ 

LIR d.t.c~nt. opar.tina in tropical condition. and IUltatolna ca-bat 
lil 

dlU,o. On. rlther •• riou ... tori.l probl .. dlYolop.d vith tho 

HH-43 rotor bl.do. Th. t..,orlturo Ind tho hu.idity r.quir.d tho re-

placement ot an abnoraal n~.r of blad... The HB-43 rotor blade pro-

bl .. 1 •• contlnulna ODe &Dd. for a plriod. it v •• D.C •••• ry to around 
W 

th .. duri ... r.in atoral b.cluao of thl roaultant d ...... 

_roua b.Ucopto .. VOrl d .... ad or dlltroyod by ....,. 

IcUon, furthlr cOIIpUe.otilll tho lo-c.-1l1i ... probl.. Ourl ... th • 

.. rt.r .tt.ck .t 11&0 .... 011 31 October 1964. all of tho tbr .... -431 

IDd two l1li-43' hoUcopt ... ver. ....... 0lI0 ..... 31 rec.i .... _jor 

Itructural ..... and had to ... r.tu ...... to tho ..,..t. 111 Ilardi _ 
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SECREI 
RI-431 VI. d ..... d in an accid.nt at Takhli, and in May aD HB-4Jr 

.u.tainad .. jar battle d...... loth h.licopt.r. r.qu1rad .. jor 

.tructural r.pair. On J Jun. 1965, an HB-43r v.a .hot dOWD durinc 

a racov.ry .i •• ion. Thl aircrlft VI' totilly d •• tro,ad but, fortu-

nat.ly, all of the crew ... blrl lurvivld and vere rlcovered. A 

welk latlr another helicopter .ad, an ... r •• ncy landlna and required 
11' depot maintenance. 

E. Accompli.haant. 

Conl1derinl the 11.ttld r •• ourc •• , aad the iDcr ••• iaa 
d ... nda on thea. re_ourc ••• 1 the tempo of the lir vir qUickened. 

the SAR force. in South ••• t A.ia dllt:ngullhed them.elvea dur1nc 

th.ir first year of oplrationl. Botveln I Augu.t 1964 Ind 31 July 

1965, 8780 lortlel were flown in support of combat .i •• tonl r •• ultine 
22.1 

in .av1na 74 livea. The akill and .llr ••• ivan ••• of the crlVI II 

att •• tld by the tlet that therl werl ovar 250 individual decorationa 

awlrded during thi. period, includin. 16 Silvlr Star. and tIn Purpl. 
2]) 

a..rt •. 

The r'leue unit. veri linalld out for prat •• on Du.erOUI 

oce •• ion.. Aab •••• dor MAXv.ll T.ylor, in raf.rrina to. hiahl, 

avec ••• ful ai •• ion, VTot_, '~i. 1a indeed an outat&Ddiaa record and 

tlatifi.. to the ,Illintry of your peopll in espoaina tbe.aal... to 
at "'Cue dCMIad c.,...ad ... ' In ..... of .... y c_lcld_, tlMo eo.-

-.od.r of the SWVlDth rl •• t wrotl, '~ 1nteaol .. aaarcb ... coatrolled 
... t.rfullY and it. .~c ••• ful eo.pl •• ioa , ...... '-001&1 to tlMo ~loee 

24 

I t "b r 

I 

1 



SECREI 
11/ 

cooperot lon of the Navy and Alr 'orco Wllto lnvolftd." Mtor tho 

luce ••• ful recovery of ODe of hi. pilot., the Capeain of the Midway 

virld. " .... oIn outotondl", profo .. lonal1 •• hal bl ... d_tratod by 

your couraaiaul "Irch Ind r.aeul crew •• ' 

AA • r.ault of th ••• outltandina .fforta by the ••• rch and 

r •• ~u. forc •• durtna the period fro. 1 Au,ult 1964 to 31 July 1965, 

tho 38th ARS va. ovardod tho Dl.tl",ul.hod Unit Citotion. Lt Colono1 

Irlfka rocelvod thl Ivord in W •• hinlton fro. Pro.idont Johnaon in 

January 1966. Thl Air Forcl A"oetatton b •• towed In Honor Avard upon 
~ 

tho 38th ARS It it. convontion in Dol10' in Karch 1966. 

F. The Second Year 

A1thoulh tho firlt yeor of operation had b.ln a hiahly 

luee.,.ful one 1n tera. of relcuina dawned alrcrevl and perforaina 

other ai •• iona, ~uch II battlefield .ediell evacuation., the •• cll.-

tion of the war placed increa.i", demand. on SAR fore... Total a11i~ 

.trike lort1e. plr month incr •••• d fro. 9778 1n June 1965 to 16.575 
.W 

in Doca.blr 1965. Thl i~rovld anti-aircraft capabiliti.o of tho 

"orth Vi.tnoae," .. ant that futuro At •• i.aiooa would hay. to be 

und.rtokon in 0 ~ro hoa.rdoua onvlroaoent. Thi ••• ctioo brl.f1y 

trac •• tho or.ani&&t1on buildup to the ._r of 1966. Tho u.rovld 

c.pobi1ity vil1 be di.cUlold at .raat.r lanath In .vb •• qu.Dt ..ctlona. 

25 
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G. "Jolly Gre ...... (Aircr ... Recovery) 

In July of 1965, Det 1 of the 38th ARS at Nathoo p~, 

received tvo CH-)C'a, on a TDY b •• i., fro. the ractical Air Warfare 
lit 

Contet at E,lin AFB. Th .. e vera facoUoualy dubbed the 'Jolly 

Creen Gianta! bec.ut. of thair 11.1 and color. Th ••• aircraft (00-

eiderably improved the coverale in Lao. and NVN, but were only 

interim vehicles pending the arrival of the combat vlrlion, the 

8H-3E. 

OW!n, to the 1ncr ••• lng1y crowded condition. at Udorn, 

PACAF wi.hed to loc.to the .dditional HH-3E'., which .rrived in 

late November and early Oecember, at Nakhon Ph_nom. The LAD Iffectively 
63/ 

.rsued thet, oper.tion.lly .nd logistically, thil would be infe •• ible.--

The i.IUI perlilted and it WI. later proposed thlt N.khoQ Ph.nom be 

aivln over completely to r •• eue (unction •. The cxpeu •• o! ll"Mnlferrlllj 

operationa and the removal of r •• eul forc •• from the 1nta111,lncl and 
64t 

control at Udorn made the plan unde.irable. 

The cr.w. for the HH-3E' ...... bl.d und.r thl cod. n ... 

• LiM11ght 36" .t Stead AlB in Aulu.t 1965. Att.r. brief oriant.-

Uon .Dd tralninl perlod tbe UDit, UDder tbe c_1Id of Kajor ",10r 

t. Bayne., .rrivad .t UdorD in early Octob.r. Tho dat.chaoat v •• 
W 

oparatlonal upon the arriv.l of the fir.t b.licoptar in Mova.b.r, 

Two ..,re Jolly Gr ..... wra adeled to the ""it ln Karcb 1966, D.t.cb­

..at S pr ••• ntly hal 14 ccab.t ready r •• e .. crew.. The det.chaoat at 

UeiOrD ...... eI .11 dutiea of Dotaehaoat 1 at KakboD Pbaaaa aDd tb. 
W 

latter we. di.coetiDuecl, 

pm p:f r ' 2 7 7 2 77 
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H. "Pedro." ACR/LIIl (Aircr.., a.cov.ry/Local .... a ...... ) 

Tho .oa.tructioa of a.., operatial b ••••• Dd the iaer.... in 

trlffic n.c ••• it.t.d the fonoation of a.., HH-43 (Pedro) LIIl/At. unit. 

in South vi.t.... Th. Ju.tificltion for tho LIR'. v .. pr.cti •• lly 

id.nticIl for a.ch of tho .irfi.ld.. T.rr.in .urroundial the b •••• 

wa. ulu.11y flat and .. rlhy or 8Ountalnou., and hoatile fore •• vere 

pr •• ont withia tha trlffic pat tarn Ir.a., pr ••• ntina a thr.at to 
§I/ 

lurface cralh r •• eul oper.tiona. 

From Au.u.t 1965 to July 1966. ACR/LBR uait. vora activated 

a. d.tl.heant. of tho 38th ARRS It tho fo11owin. b .... : Tla Son Mhut, 

P1.iku, Caa Ranh lay, linh Thuy, Phln Rlna Ind Mhl Traal. Tha •• 

uait. Ire equipp.d with HH-431/F helicopt.r., with tho I .ad.1. beina 
W 

u.ed for ACR only in an ..ergeney. (5 •• Or,lai."tiona1 Suo.ary, 

App.11d 1x Z) 

I. 3d Aerolpace R.acue , R.~ov.ry Croup 

In order to •• tablllh .ara afflctive ca.mAnd and coutrol 

over the num.rou. helicopter detachment., the fixed win. d.t.c~nt., 

the JSARCC, and it •• ubordinata a •• cu. Coordialttna C.at.r., tb. 

dlcialon v .... d. to ratoaltltuta the SAl fore •• , with thair vid, 

Ir.1 of r •• po .. lb111ty 1a Southoa.t All., into the 3rd Alro.pec. 

t .. cue and Recovery Group. OQ 8 January 1966, the Group ...... thated 

with Co10Del Arth\ll' V. _11 ... ..una c--.l. The ".CUl Coord1natina 

CaDter. It Do ..... aDd UdoR ...... Detae .... t 1 aDd Detae __ t 2 of 
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tho 38th IJUlS, wh11. tho fUt.d....,i .... ircr.ft we .. orlAabed iato tho 

37th IJUlS. Th. JSARCC i. dir.c~ und.r tho 3rd ARAG with Lt Colon.l 
~!I 

Donald F. Katlchnar .1 Chi.f. 

The ltd ARRG had .a an antlcldent the ltd !.etllney R •• eu. 

Squadron. which vIa activated in 1944 and .erved in the Pacific until 

ita deactivation in 19S7. 

J. "Crown" (Fixld-wlnK ACR , Control Aircraft) 

A fix.d-wing .quadron to incorporate the HU-16'. had boon 
1Q} 

propo •• d but di.approved in late 1964. With the continu.d in-

cr ••• e In air activity and the introduction into the SARTP of ~re 

up-to-date control aircraft (He-130H), the ll,ue va. I.aln brOulht 

up in 1965. It w •• felt that the likelihood of prolon.ed ho.tiliti •• 

and the importance of the flxed-wing relcue aircraft warrantld a 

_quadran organization. A MAC co .... nd deciaion "'a' mad. to organizl! 

• fixed-ving squadron at Oa Manl. Th, 37th ARkS w •• aetiv.tad on 
III 

8 J.nuary 1966. 

There vlra I.vlral argument' a,ain't .,tabli.hina a fixld-

wina .quadron. Firat, the ra.p apac. and thl aaintenance, and leneral 

.upport f.~11it111 at D. NaDI veri vary It-ited .DA already ovar-

crowd.d. PACAF va. r.luctant to .tation anoth.r Iquadron at that b •••• 

Second, tho TOY lIU-16 op.r.UOIl, unlike .... oth.r TDY pha ••• of 

Oth.r unit •• uppI1.d .irplane. aDd or ... to the 38th AlII, aDd plrlODDal 

2. 



SECRET NOFORN 
.Dd .. l .. t ........ probl ... 1 .. Soutbaalt Ali. " ... at a Ilia... Thlrd, 

.1 tho ,,"tor IJUtS plan d.veloped, tho BU-16' I va.a to bo pbaed out 

of tho op.r.t10n altotothor by Mar.h 1967 and r.pla.ed b7 11-31'1. 

Thl1 .. , not tlk. ploc. 11n •• thor. vill problbly eoat1nuo to bo a roll 
lY 

for the BU-16 '. in -the th •• tlr. NoD'thel ••• J thlir nuaber viII be 

reduced, ODd thil ,,111 prob.bly •• 11 for an or.aD1 •• t1oaal r.all, ... nt 

on othor tho .. rotary Hxed-v1na Unal. P.rhopi TDT op.r.Uoal could 

To • ~.rt.in extant • reorsani&ation h.. alr •• dy taken place 

at Da Nana and Udorn. For oparationl over LaOl t it .. de I.n •• to kelP 

the control HC-130', at Udorn. 

The probl .. of phYllcal I.paration hu bien oVlrca.e on 

p.r~r hy •• tabliahfng netacn..nt 1 of th. 17~h ARRS at Udorn. which 

viII an.vlr on .olt mattlre dirlctly to the ca.aaad.r of the lrd ARRC. 

At Da Nana. Lt Colonel Alan ft. Vet't •• who ••• umed co-.Dd of the 37th 

ARRS on 1 June. hal done auch to .tr ... llne relCUI oper'tiona by con-

lolid.tlna tho op.r.tlon., adIl1niltrat1on ODd lupply fUlleti",," of 

Detlch.ont 7, 18th AlaS (h.lleopt.r) aDd Dlt •• hooDt 1, 3rd AlRC (th. 
1lI 

R •• cu. Coordlnatlna Contor) UDdor tho 37th 1JUtS. Tho 37 t h IJUtS 

"al doclored opor.tional an 1 !lay 1966 cd durlna tho "_. """thl 

tho TDY BU-16 cd 1IC-1301 cr .... ODd pl ..... we .. boina pbaaed out. 

2. 
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IV. SAl IN LAOS All\) IIVN 

A. The Firlt Ye.r 

When the coalition lov.rna.nt •• rabliahed by the Caneva 

Conference of 1962, (.11 apart in Hay 1964, thl comaunl.t forc •• 

rllumed the attack .g.l~t Souvanna Phouma', Neutr.lilt forc... In 

ahort order. the Pathlt Lao had overrun thair po. it ion. on thl Plalne 

de. Jarr ••. The U.S. Governm.nt, anxioul to bollter Nlutr.lilt 

forcel and to demon.trate U,S. 1nter •• t and determination in Lao., 

convinced Souvenna Phouma that aerial reconnatl •• nce would prove to 

the world that the Pathet t.o was receiving help from China and North 

Vietnam. Although Souvanna Phouma wa. reluctant to compromisl hi. 

pOlition .1 a neutral leader by accepting U.S. help, the critical 

nature of the lituation forced him to take 80me political rllk,. ThuI, 
J.!!./ 

the YANKEF: TEAM fllghL8 began on 18 May 1964. 

The U.S. commitment a180 created the need for a learch and 

rescue-capability in Lao.. Air Aaerica, a private airline which 

lupports covert activitie. in La08, had provided limited SAl lupport 

for Royal Laotian Air Force (RLAF) T·28'I, and could b. pr •••• d into 

.ervice in the event a YANKlE TEAM plane v.nt down. The lAD, howev.r, 

fllt that the Air Aaori.1 SAR for.l. would b. inad'quatl, .nd GO 

29 Kay, Cenerll Koore, 2AD Caoaander, •• ked PACAF for .uthority to 

.-ploy U.s. aircraft and crave. No reply had been received wheD the 
ili 

tirlt reconnail.AQCe plaDe va' .hot down. 

;: 
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The en.ulna s.u operation vaa • bitter coordlutecl .ftort 

~rlci. which hal Iinco beon bouaht by Contlneatal Air Servlc •• ) 

aircraft. Ca.aandar Lynn v •• locatad ~y hil b .. per, in .,it. of an 

arror in the Inltial fix of 20 milal, and VI. picked up early on the 
83/ 

aemlna of 8 Jun •. 

!vln thoUJh thil SAl v •• IUCCI •• lul, it 1,lln pointed out 

the 11.lt.tlon. of tho 8-34 h.llcoptor. which WI' Ind otlll I. uaed 

exten.1valy by Air A.erica. C~ftd.r Lynn had vork.d ht..alf ooto 

• wooded ridgl at about 4800' Illv.tion. At that altitude the hover 

powlr of the H-34 11 limited and Hr. !at •• , thl Air '-erici pilot. 

found ht. •• lf in danler of leetling into the tre.l. R.leul Iffort 

vera furthlr hampered bacau •• the clbla VI. about 15' too ahort 1n 
84) 

the 120' hlah for •• t . 
• 

The nled for bitter coordination and c~ic.tiDn b1lh-

li,ht.d during the attempted r"cul of Klu.aann, r •• ult.d in & ... tine 

.t Udorn on lS Jun.. Colonol Tyr.ll. ch. AlRA In Vi.ntlan •• partly 

attributed tho .ucc ••• of tho 8 Juno .ffort to the coatrol of Air 

~ric. ra.cUl forc •• by •• Inal. I.oney. Wh.n bl. offlc. aad tba 

Special Air Wlrf.r. por.ODDaI a •• u.ad ro.ponalbllity for coortinatioa 

and control tho op.ratlon vant vary O8OOthly. Colonal Tyroll va. 

_hatic that ana .1Il.I ...... ey operaUna tbr""lb an OD-.c_-c:_ndor 

ahould b. d •• 1 ... c04 for cODtrol. Mr. lee Moor., repraa.atlaa Air 

't * 
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Shortly thar •• ft.r, th ••• mo •• ur •• vor. count .... nned by'CINCPAC, vho 

further ordered that all U.S. forcl. be withdrawn froa the SAl .ffort. 

Thla laft the continued r •• eul effort ent1rely up to Air Aaerlca and 
111 

the Rur. 

Air America continued thl ••• rch until noon on 8 Jun. without 

any ~romi.lnR indicationl. Lt. Kluamann had in fact b •• n captured by 

thl Pathet tao .ftlr the tirlt helicopter had b •• n driven off, 10m. 
80/ 

three houre aftar hi. bailout. 

Even though the relcue attempt had almo.t b.en IUCCI.lful, 

the emergency had thrown everyone into confu810n. Important dlcialona 

had to be made quickly and it vas uncertain 88 to who had authority to 

make them. Communications were poor. One of the Air America pilote 

commented that he never knew what type of aircraft had gone down and 

he .a.~ed that he we. looking for an RLAF T-28. The Air America 
W 

helicopters were not equipped with UHF or radio homing equlpment~-

As III l"£lIull of lhc il(.;lion on 6 JUlle, the "nu;:onnaiaaancil 

flights on 7 June were escorted by F-8B',. The fighters very quickly 

got an opportunity to carry out thair mi •• ion, C~d.r D. W. Lynn 

wa. hit on hi ••• cond strafi", pa •• ovar .un poaition. and v.a forced 

to eject. Thi' cau.ad a conaldlrabll &mOunt of conltlrnation linel 

tho p.thet Lao v.r. then provided vith tanlibla evidenc. that tho 
12/ 

l1.S. role in Lao. w •• not .. r.17 oa. of p.aaiva raeaaaai •• anel. 
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SECRET NOFORN 
On 6 Juno 1964, two USN 

near the 'lainl d •• Jarr ••• vben 

If-8A'o wofo rocoDDlt.rl .. 

tho veath'r forced tbe. to 

louto 7 

flJ lovor 

in thl vIII.y than noraal. The aircraft of Lt. CharI •• llu..ann v •• 

hit by around fire and h. ajactad. Hi. wineman l ... dlatalJ r.portod 

hi. location on gUlrd frequlncy and the ....... v •• ral.yed to the 

SAlce throulh tho PI ..... Gel Itation n .. r Oa Nana. Tha SAlCC noquonad 

that Air. ~.rlc.n diapatch helicopter. to Lt. Klu ... no'. r •• cue. HaIO-

while. an Air ~ric. C-ll3 and Caribou intercepted the .. yd.,. dumped 

their clrgol" and flew to the Icenl. The) .potted Lt. llu ... nn on 

the .round and luided the two "-34'. to the area. AI the firlt hlli-

copter p~.ition.d it •• lf> tnt.n •• around fir. erupted, • crew ...o.r 

W 
VI. vounded,.nd both helicoptera vere forced to withdraw. At thie 

point 1n tia, the rule. of .na ..... nt did not plratt RESCAP aircraft 
11J 

to be Icr .. bled lutoaatical1y. In fact. the politi~.l .ituati~n 

in Lao. v ••• 0 .. n.ltlv. that ,\ab ••• aclor Unser had luna.ted that • 

• lnc. the YANKE! TEAM fllahto had oarvad the purpooo of lndicatinK 
J1J 

U.S. re.olve to the com.uni.t' t thay bl curtailld. Howevlr. thl 

on-'cene-comaander in thl Caribou rique. tId fighter lupport and after 

.ome diacua.ion T-28'. ~rl plr-ftted to acr .. ble fro. Vilntiane. By 

the tiao they arrivad, tho w .. ther procludad tixina thl pooitlon of 

tha an.., torco. and th.lr at tort. VIr. lnattactiva. 

In the ...at .... CIICP4CAl approved the uaa of USAl alrcraft 

tr_ Takhl1. The JaY)' dID dllpatcbed ._ tiaht .... to tb. ar ... 
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aircraft, and thr •• Caribou, ,_VI th ••• conlldarabl. potlntlal. thay 

wIre not .taffed or equipped to provide round-the-clock, .11 weather 

SAR capability. Mor. ap.cifically the Air Am.ri'a cooaunicatiooa 

net n •• dad uPlradinl if affectivI coordination w •• to b. Itt.inad. 

Durtng the next few montha, interim ma •• ure. vIr. worked out 

using a 2AD plan .a • b •• i •• Air America w •• tu p~avld. coverl,. in 

the PDJ ar .. durina all YANKEE TEAM mi •• ionl. Th. newly .Itablilhtd 

D.puty CODDAod.r, 2AD, Thailand, wa ... da re.pon.ibl. for .11 USAF 

operations in Laoa, includins ••• r~h and re.cue. Rowever, h. v •• to 

act only at the requeat of and within the conltraintl impolad by the 

American Ambassador in Vientiane. The DIp Cmdr, 2AD, Thailand. exer-

ciled hi' control through hi. ASOC at Udarn, whi~h coordinated very 

closely with the American Embassy's ~r operations center at Vientiane. 

In addition to the coverage that Air American provided from 

itl bases in the northern part of Laos, the USAF moved the two HH-43B'. 

into Nakhon Pnanom to give coverage within a 100 .il •• r.diu.. The 

Karine. begen prepolitioning H-34'. at Khe Sanh in South Vietnam to 

providt additional coveragt in the Laotian Panhandle. An HV-16 flOCl 

Karat or D. Nana wa. to orbit durina all hi,h ri.k .i •• 1on. to act al 
1lI 

an airborne caa.unicationa relay aDd coatrol .• hip for SAR. 

Durin, tho ... r,.ocy. Air A8trica pilot. had flown .uppott 

ca.pany, thai. op.ration. could po •• ibly have led Co aD .abarr ••• int 

[ 
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Incld.nt for tho V.S. Gov ....... nt. In A ...... t. the Aa .... ndor withdr ... 

• uthorlty for tho u •• of AI! Aaorl,. pilot. 10 R!ICAP of tar a •• nel­

tlv. Iltu.tloo d.v.loped InvolvlDi tva thai pllotl who balled out ovar 
18/ 

Lao •• Su~.aqu.otly. thl flaht.r .upport VI. to ba furo1.bed by 

Thal-ba.ed WATER PUKP(RLAF lire raft (VSAF Spacial Warfar. Dat.c~ot 

which tr.lold .Dd .upported RLAF .ctlvltl.I.) .Dd Navy A-1H·. on 

rotation. Althouch the len.ral .1tuatlon r ... taed aanaltiv., by 

Nov_b.r USAF 1-100 '. aDd 1-105 'I VOrl flylDi USCAI' _f .. lon. -.! 
III 

uklDi Itrlk .. 10 LaOI. All of th ••• forc.1 could be .cr.-bl.d 

by tho SARCC .t r.n Son Nhut In coordination vlth Vdorn .nd VI.otl.ne. 

The U.S. Aab ••• &dor 1n Lao. continued to retain ulttaAt. authority in 

the pro •• cutlon of the a1 •• 10n. SAl operationl in North Vlatnaa vera 

Qot at that t~ authorl.ad or needed; however. HACV directed tbe 2AD 
90( 

to prepare I plan for luch canting_nele •• 

Althou,h the USAF ra.eul capability incr •••• d in 1964 and 

thrQughout 1965, Air America VI. the backbone of the huaanltarlan 

op.ration durlQ1 the tirlt J •• r. Betvaen JUDe 1964 aDd Junl 1965, 

Air ~.rlc. aade 21 lucc ••• lul recoverie. of ~rlc.Q pilot •• 1ft 

thet .... p.riod. flv. r •• cue. wer ... d. by VSAF hellcopt.r.; four 

1ao Marcb and on. in April. Three pilote WIIre reported c:.pt"rad. 

thr •• wer. bal1avod to be dead. and tho .t.tue of thr •• pilot. v .. 

lI.ted •• UIIknown. Altbo ... h Air Aaoric. Md • ..,.t of tbe r ........ rl ••• 

thay _rltad In c1 .... c_j ...... U"" with U.'. UICAP aid .OIItH1 ai_co. 

W·, P 

W 

d 



S!~E i tlOFORN 
B. ESCALATlnN or TK! WAR 

Incr •••• d operation. in Lao. and atrik •• a.linet Nortb Vietnaa 

placid new d ... nd. on SAR fore •• in tho .prinK of 1965. Althoulh Air 

Alleric. re,cul operation. in NVN war. not apecifically authoriled. on 

I.vlral occI.ionl Atr America pilote ero.led the border to .... piek­
'JlI 

up.. It WI' agr •• d. however. that .inee Air AAerlca could not 

make I full time commitment of SAR forcel, and there were political 

rl.~. involved in ulin. Air America aircraft to cro •• the bordlr. USAF 

aircraft should be introduced and Itagld forward to pOlitionl from 
93/ 

which they could reach Into NVN'~he State Department, in an effort 

to keep official and vi.1bl. American activity in Lao. at • minimum, 

IUBaelted that Air America continue to furnish the major SAR effort 
211 

in Lao •. However, the additional helicopter., STOL aircraft. and 

communications equipment necessary for the company to do thil were 

not forthcoming, a~d the Air Force was required to •• sume major 

coverage in Laos ,lao. 

proved 1n July 1965 with the arrival, from Egltn AFB. of the two 

TAe CP-3C helicopter.. Th ••• vera Itationed at Nakhon Phana.. Th. 
W 

HH-43 1
• vere .oved to Udorn and iDcr •••• d to four in nuaber. 

Fro. Udorn thlY were It_led forward to Lt.& .ite. in Nortbera Lao. 

to live lia1ted covera.e in the central part of NVN. rue!' cell, 
H) 

_r. preJ'Olititm.ed at tha Lt .. lit •• for their eupport". 
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SECRET NOFORN 
In AUlult 1965. thl 602Dd Air C .... Ddo "uadroa bea .. rotatina 

itl A-1E a1rcraft fro. lila Boa to Udorn to providl lISCOlT. In 

February 1966. thl 602nd Air Ca.oaado Squadron aoved all of itl op"rl-
W 

tlonl to Udorn, vlth SAR R!SCORT al onl of 1tl prt.ary ailliona. 

With thil USAF buildup. d1rtct SAR lupport froo Air Aalrica 

in Lao. wal needed Ie... Air Aaerici continued to provide SAR for 

the: RJ.AF, thair own opar_tiona, and on an on-clll but. tor U.S. 11r-

craft. At prlltnt Air Aalricln continull to furnilh thl USAF SAR 

forces with staging lit.I, weathlr information, and inc.lIt,lncI, all 
1.8/ 

of which ar. indispen.abl. to lucc ••• tul opar.tion •• 

The USAF SAR equipment and itl dllpolltlon in the lu.alr and 

fall of 1965, was 8tlll an interim proposition. Th. 10D.lr rana. and 

greater speed of the CH-3C were 11gnificant tmprov ... nt., but thlir 

saall number, and their lack of survivability In combat, Ii.ited thlir 

effectivenela. One of thl two helicopter ••• ,ignld va. ulual1y out of 

commllsion. Conlequently, they could not b. employed al a pair. Thil 
W 

lingle mode of operation i. avoided if at all pO.libl •• Tha.e two 

ahorteo_ina' vere both tra,ically brought out durinl • re.cve .i.llou. 

6-7 Novemblr 1965. 

On S Nov .. b .. , Oak Load, .. '-lOS, dioa"..rad OVI' IIVII. 

Thart V.I lo.e pOllibilit, that tha pilot had lurvi.ld, liDel hi. 

pll"" v.1 lalt ..... head ina into a cloud. aDd ... 1lCtroe1c ... rcb 

val lft1t latad 10, two 0\-11 aircrlft Oft the follovina d.,. Altbo\lcb tbe 
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pilot. had plottod • couroo around known ,un poo1t100a, on. of tho 

A-IE'. va •• hot down by outocatic .. opona fir.. A CH-JC vo ••• nt to 

the locotion whoro it va. boli.vod that tho A-IE vant down. Ao it 

arrived in the ar •• , the helicopter VI. hit by ,round fir. and the 

crow bailed out. Sinco 11ttlo arDund fir. woo aetuelly roported by 

the RESCORT, ••• eond helicopter would probably have had • lood 

chance of recoverina the crew. The ReC at Udorn I(r .. bled the two 

HH-41'. at Lima Site 36. but tho 2AD Command Po.t ovorrulod thi. 
100/ 

order and directed a recall of .11 SAR force •. 

The USN, hovever. had launched a helicopter to attempt. 

recovery of the CH-3C crew. The A-IE' •• which had not withdrawn 

in apite of the order, were directed to maet thi. helicopter at thl 

coaet and escort it to the Icen.. On the way to the rendlzvoul the 

wingman reported ground fire, pulled into the clouda, and no further 

contact v •• ever .. d, with him. Thl r ... lntna A-IE and the hllt-

coptlr ••• rehed the area until the helicopter had to refuel, Even 

thOulh it v •• dark by that t1.e the helicopter returned and .. de 

vo1ce contact with one of the crew ... ber.. Fortunately, the crew 

membar. SSat NauSlo, had a eisar.tt. lilhtor vhieh ho uoed to o1anol 

the helicopter. A .ucce •• ful pick-up va ... de but Captain Warren Lilly 
.l.Q!/ 

and hll other er ... Mab.re could not b. located. 

Tho Dat .. m1na tha IIovy helicopt.r .. t out to try to r.eovor 

tho r_1nina crev _re. !oroutt a MIG alort .... roco1"ed aad tho 

helicopter d •• eaaded to .ot he~ .!mad l.,oro. It .... hit b, 

am) s 
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.utaaatic .... pou fin, the fu.l 11 ....... r. ruptured, and 1t Md. en 

, 
... ra.ncy landina in North Vi.t.... Th. two •• cort a1rcraft wer. al.o 

hit .nd on. of th .. had to .. u a ... r up land1na at Da 1Iana. Th • 

•• cond USAF CH-JC wa. on it. way to tho bailout .it. when it r ... ived 

word about thl Navy h.licopt.r in di.tr.... It divorted and batw •• n 

the CH-3C and another Navy helicopter all of the crew --.bar ... ra 

rlcov.red. Natther had aDOUlh fUll, hovevlr, to proceed to the othar 
102/ 

cralh Icen ••. 

A f!r.t liaht •• arch va. conduct.d on 8 Novoab.r for tho 

unrecovered crew me.bar.. Th. A-1!', picked up • b •• per lilnal butt 

•• aora .1~r.ft Inclred th. ar •• , h.avy ground fire v .. encountered 

and I.veral plane. IUltatned battle dam&SI. At thi. point the .1 •• 10n 
illl 

VI. au.pended. 

Thi. ai,llon not only illultrat •• thl .hortca-inaa aeationed 

above but al.o lndiclte. how critical judgment and coordination become 

in a aaarch and ro.cu. offort. Tho original doci.ion to conduct a 

aearch for Oak Lead v •• b ••• d on the Ilia pallibility that, bee.u •• 

of tho cloud d.ck and thl lenoral confu.ion in Oak f1i,ht at tbe tt.., 

tho pilot could hav~ .. d. a .ucc ••• ful bailout without baina • ..n. 

Th. po.!tion ori.iu11y ,ivon for tha fir.t A-I! pilot'. bailout turned 

out to bo wron" thu. capoundina the confuaion that ahted. At 0 ... 

point thl A-I! 'I and thl .. "" hllicopt.r we .. DOt acUna iii coordinat1011 

with thl clntral controillal .~thority. Wban di ... t.r tollowa d1 ... tar, 

a. what point .hoald thl 111.01011 ba lupended? Diff ......... of o,1lliOll 

: $ 
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and par.pective ar. bound to exi.t on the caoplicated probl ... po.ed 

by .uch al •• 10nl and where a nuaber of liv •• are at Itak8. ror .... pl •• 

Iri.adi.r Ceneral Hur~hy. De~ Codr. 2AD/13A7 (Thailand). falt that tha 

daciaion to withhold the HH-43'. va. preaatura, linee it v •• the l •• t 
1041 

USAF effort that could have lucc •• dad. Thl outca.. of the litu.tioD, 

if other dectalona had b'.n aad' f 1. only apeculatlvl. It can be COD-

cluded, however, when coaplex coordination no. to be effacted a.oac 
different element. of the SA1 forc •• the requirement for t~ly and 

accurate information amanl the I.veral levels of control i. pAramount. 

General Hur~hy. in his report on the mi •• ion to Lt General Hoorl, 2AD 

Commander, went on to recommend thlt 'The SAR mi •• ion in thil Ir •• of 

rosponaibllity (Lao.-NVN) be run cOlllplotely by a o1ncle a.ency," and 

requested chat 'the SAR mi •• ion for thil ar,_ b. returned to me and 
105/ 

without the restrictions rec.ntly impU8ed.' 

One other helicopter va. lo.t over North Vietna.. Thie va. 

an unmodified HH-438 which va •• hot down on 20 Sept .. ber 1965. In 

thi. in.tance en F-105 va. down and two HH-~3 and the R!SCORT var • 

• crambled from Nakhon Phano.. Tha He-54 control aircraft had pi.ked 

up the pilot'. beaper and tha A-1E'. believed they hod the po.itioD\ 

pinpointed. No initial .round fira va. experianced but troop 8OV ... nt 

va. notic.d in adj.cent .r.... ODe of the A-I!'. va. hit aDd auat.ined 

.ioor daaa.e. Tha' pilot' a red nolte va,a .pot ted &ad aD BB-43 cluceaded 

for the pickup. Ju.t u .,ieual contact vu Mde .arouad Ure erupted 
~ 

frOll aU arOUDd the .urvivor' e podUoa and the D-43 orubad, 
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Thl r_ial ... hlUcoptlr jltU.OIIed it ...... 111ory f ... l taftlr. 

Ind l..ediltlly procleded to tbe crllh litl. AI it c ... to I hovlr, 

SO f •• t over the vncu ••• u autc.at it: vaapOD clXltin.ued; the h_V)" 

firl from thl Iround. No lurvivorl ¥lrl Ipotted aad liDCI thl beli-

coptlr VII tIki ... SlDy hitl, it clt.bld out of thl Ir .. aad rltumed 

to ""khon PhonOll. Tb~.illion VII lu • .,.ndld II it VI. cOIICIlKlld that 

In .. y forci' would .. kl )h. Irl. iaplnltrlbll for ... rcb aad rllCUI 

Iffortl thl following dly, The RCC, Clptlin Curtil, Ind hil crev Vlrl 
1011 

li.tld II ai •• ina in Iction. 

C. Thl SAl Tllk Porel (SARTF) 

The Sikorlky BH-3! helicopter, the mora powerful ca.bat 

lIod1.f1ld vlraion of the carlo CH-3C I con.tituted I br •• kthroUJh for 

SAl in South .. lt AliI. Thl moat lignificlnt ltaiti ... flctorl of 

other r •• eue helicopter. of ranaa and lurvlvabl11ty vera overcoae 

by thl HB-3!. Thl HH-J! clrrill two jlttilonabll 2oa-alllon extlrnal 

fuel tank. of thl tYPI Uled by thl P-IOO. thill aivi thl BB-3! an 

operatina radiu. of IpproxiSitely 250 mil .. , dl.,.ndi ... on loitlr tiao 

ODd othlr o.,.rational factorl. Thl BB-3! allo provided additional 

fUll caplcity in thl fora of an intlrnal fiborlla •• teDk Which could 

be d-....t but DOt purled (a r .. idual danalr r_illad with tba t ..... ). 

rUll can bo puaped frOll thl au.,..l taftka to thl .. If-auli ... intlrnal 

taftlr.. 

Tho BB-:l! hal 1000 poIIIIda of hllf-illCb Uelll1 .. ar.r plaUIII 

diltribueed aroaad ehl cockplt aDd tba vital .,.rt. of tbe Ilrcrlft, 
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which Irootly iDcr ..... it •• urviv.bility. Tho crev ... b.r. ve.r fl.k 

lutt., '1 veIl II lurvlval VI,tl aDd par.c~ut... Addltloaal1y. thl 

pilot. uau.lty don titaDiua ch.lt protector. vbln they 10 in for I 

pickup. To d.t. tho HK-1E'. h.v. t.k.n .. ny hit. ODd •• v.r.1 crev 

..-blrl have been wounded, but none havi b •• n .hot down. Thi' record 

h •• boon .id.d in • I.r ...... ur., by tho RESeORT SoDdy (A-I!) pilot. 

kaapina tho Jolly Guane out of i~.l1ble eituatione. 

Speed and altitude are ,110 crucial for lurvlvability. The 

12:>0 horsepower ena1na, an lncrl ••• of 200, horl.power over the CH-3C I 

give. the KH-1E • ceiling of 12,000 f •• t, .nd • top Ip.od of 142 knot •. 

Howevlr, at altitud •• of .i,hc or nine thou.and f.lt the .peed f.ll. 
!Q!I 

off to 100 knot. or b.low. 

Other .dv&n~.d feature. of the H11-3E include a .hatter-proof 

.crylic 81a •• canopy, .n Inaine ice and FOD Ihilld, and the 600-Vound 

capacity, 240 foot c.ble with for •• t penetrator. Th. aircraft can 

traneport 25 fully equipped troop. or 15 litter c..... (S •• Appandh: 
1091 

3. ) 

Other al ... nta in the S.erch and Re.cue T •• t Porci have bien 

i~roved. Until Jun. 1965, HU-16, oporot1aa firlt froa lorat aad 

lat.r troa Udorn, functiODOd .. airborne cODtrol a1roroft &D4 OQORUDi­

.ation' reloy. In Juna, thr .. Be-54'. OD rototional TIlT froa tho 79 

AIlS ot C .... ODd tho 36 AIlS at TachiUva vero .nt to Udorn to ... -

tho .. dutio,. Tho BU-16'. verI tranofarred to Da Jana &D4 tbe. l1a1ted 
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to .i •• ioD. in tho Culf of Tonkin. Thl He-5.· •• v1th tbeir h1&hor 

col11 ........ rl hottlr .uited for op.r.U ... ov.r tho _ta1Doua 

t.rr.in of Loo.. Th.ir ~r' .p.ciou. int.rior t.prOYed the cr .. • • 

ccafort duri ... tho lon, hour. in pr.cautionary orbit. 
.lW 

The BC-~4C v •• DOt, howevlr, properly equipped to perfor. 

Murphy, thl 2AD D.puty Ca..and.r. fllt th.t it va. tho .... k •• t link 

in the r.'cul oper.tion b.c.u.e it l.cked .d.quat. b.ck-up ca..uni-

cation. equip .. nt, and, like the 00-16, had no .p.cial control "cquip-

•• nt that would Inable the cr.w to ••• u.e .ffactivi direction of the 

.i •• ion. The pilot had to try to ke.p tr.ck of tho po.itiona of tho 

helicopter., the biulO tla •• of the RESCAP, and .any other d.taill 

froa the cockpit. A conloll .rr.n .... nt v •• propo •• d but nlVlr 1n-
1111 

.t.lled . 

In nec .. ber 1965, two HC-130H'. arrivld II rlplac...utl for 

thl HC-54· •. vhich VlrI phl •• d out by April 1966. Th ••• aircr.ft and 
!W 

cravi vlrl 1110 provided by tho 79th ARS .nd thl 36th ARS. Thl 

BC-130B hi. prov.n to be .. rl r.li.bl •• nd h .. ·• auaber of DOW d.vic •• 

uki ... it • bott.r SA! aircraft. Th. Cook Aado1 Trackar (Al/)-17). 

loeated in the .... lb OIl top of the fue.l .... 10 an atr_l)' accurato 

dirlction find.r which •• i.on favorable tr....t •• ioD coaditiona, can 

fiz tho loe.UOG of • pilot by trlalplaUOIl. The d ... ~t of thl 

traekar va. funded by ~ for .pac ••• hiel. "CO¥lry work. The 

fold1ll& "- 011 tbe PO" of tbe aircraft equip' it to plek lIP .t.U ..... ry 

-
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obJ.ct. and p.r.onn.l OD tho Iround with tho Fulton '7It... Llt.r 

.ad.l. vlll b. equlpp.d to perfo ... Ir-to-.lr rlfualiDa with btll-

~opf.r.. But. ltke the HC-§4C. the Me-130H h .. DO .peeia1 equi,..nt 

to control involved re.cu. ai •• iou. luch II thol. DOV b.iDl coaducted 

in South ••• t A.t.. Conlol •• have alia b.ln propo.ad for thi. aircraft, 

but 11ttl. Iction haa. 10 far. b •• n takln on th ••• propo •• l.. ~ an 

Intlria lolution. thl C .... Dd.r of the 3rd ARRG hal ,""Ian"d an officar 

controll.r to lach HC-130H flllht. Thl • ...unlcatIOD. lialt.tlono of 

the aircraft, however, precluda hi. do ina more than oct •• ionally 
ill I 

1 •• I.tlna the pilot. Properly equipped, the aircraft could pOllibly 

rapilce the around re'cue coordinating center. now located at Udorn and 
1141 

The A-IE Ilrcrlf~ provide RESCORT/RESCAP for the SARTF. Thllr 

slow crul11na Ipeed, ahort tumina radiuI, axtended rana' and loiter 

tt.., vlriety of arma.ent and coma/nav equipment make th~ invaluable 

for SAR work. In efflct, they provide the ' ... reh' in ••• rch and 

r •• cue and then provide cover vbi1. the he1icopter-mak •• the recovery. 

The •• aircraft are .110 lou.ht for many other role., and the 

SAl priority for four aircraft par .i •• ion v .. difficult to •• tabli.h. 

" ___ rout r'quelt. vert -.de b.for. 11&ht aircraft vert prov1d.d for 
ill! 

tho SAl al.rt pOltur... S1nc. Auiu.t 1965. tbe SAl lISCORT/lISCAP 

.1 •• 101l. ha". b .... flCllftl It7 the. 602Dd Air c=-nado lquadrO'll fra.. 

Ud01'1l. 
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Other .trik •• ircr.ft .r. lncorpor.ted into tbo .... ioa •• 

n.c •••• ry tor HIG CAP or ,round .trik... Curr.ntly. IAMQOIWBIPLASB 

.irtr.ft provide an immedi.t. r,"ourc. for RESCAP. Wh.n j.t .ircr.tt 

are .. ployed. lC-llS'. are pol1tloned to in.url t~t • ·conataDt cover 

iI ulnto1ned. 

D. Th. Hililon 

The tactic. DOW uled for ACR in Lao. and NVN have developed 

around the b •• te ••• rch and rl.eu. talk force of two HH-3E bellcoptlr' l 

four A-IE •• cort aircraft. and an BC-130H releue control aircraft. 

Thl •• aircraft are on alert 1n on. of I.varal po.tur •• durlna all 

atrik •• outlide SVN. The entire talk force 1, controlled by the on-

Udorn .t tho int .... di.t. levll, .nd ultimately by tho JSARCC .t 3d 

ARRG Headquartera. 

To explain the .. nner in which the •• component I are coordi­

nat.d .nd -.ploy.d t.ctlc.lly, tho •• qulnc. of .v.nt. durlna ..... ion 

vlll be outlined .nd illu.tr.ted by t.ctual .... 1011 narratlve.. Th. 

at •• lona are utraordlury for 01le r ... oo. or uotber. Ther. are DO 

"typical' .i .. 10111. lOch bo"ina UIIlqua tlltur ••• nd probl_. Tbo 

.. t.rl.l .hould tapart • ,eGer.1 UDd.r.tandina of ..arch and r •• cUl 

in Lao. and IMI. 14111_t and tacUc. vlll coaU_ to'" rof1Dod 

and d ... 10p0d. Thll d.ocrlpUoa can DDly pr ... t tbo_thode __ l_d • 

• 5 
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A nonaal al.rt poatur. conaiata of tvo SH-3! helicopt.ra 

(Jolly Cr •• na) and four A-l!'a (Sandi.a) pr.poaltloned oa .rouad .l.rt 
at N&kh0l'll P~noe to covlr thl .outhern port ion. of Lao, aU NV'N. (s •• 
cov.ra,. "p, POI. 13.) Dna Jolly Gr.an and two Saddi.a ara rotat.d 
.ach d.y. Additional cov ..... of the ar.a 10 provided by two Jolly 
Creen. and two KH-4lF'. (Padro.), which alternate fro. Da MaUl to on. 
of leveral 11tl. near the NVN border. lhe Sanh, Doni HA, and Quane 
Trf ara the .1te, currently u •• d but the daLly tr •• order will depend 
upon the a.curtey and v •• thar condition. exilting at .ach 11te. Prior 
to tho arrlval of the KH-3E'a in July 1966, Marine 8-34' •• harod tho 
alertl from Oa Hang with the P@dro •. 

The northarn portion of lao. and NVN are covered by two Jolly 
Green. prepoaltloned at one of thl forward operatins ,it •• in Lao •. 
Asain, the lellction of the 11te will depend on •• curity condition., 
weather, and other operating factorl, The Jolly Green. remain on 
alert overnl.ht if .ecurity conditionl and political con.traint. permit. 
Althou.h condition. chaoc., usually only on •• ite il lultabl. lor 
tv.nty-four hour operation.. In ,.bruery. Ltm. Site 36. one ol the 
prt.ary forward .it •• ,va. ovarrun by tba PL/YN (A full'raport of tbla 
.ction t. e~t.ID.d 10 (TS) ProJ.ct CHICO &.port Li .. Sita 36.). It 
hal .inc. bo.n racaptured but r ... ina inaacura. At ~ tt.., political 
conoidaration. provanted the or ..... fr .. r ... i1tiftl at aD1 of the oit .. 
a.entaht. Thi. t. DO 10Q1er the CIa... MoW. to u .. 1t1 .. 11 th. oplrl­
tioa, tha cr ...... raly r_a tlleir ,.._1 iu/.pia 0IId tile aircraft 
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.. rki..... Tho latter i. lwI411y paintod on I dotecb&blo paul. Sinco 

tho Laotian .ito., which Iro .. intlinod by Air Aaorici. Irl only STOL 

.tripI, the four •• cort Sandte. for th ••• Jolly Greea. uauall, r ... ln 

on Ilort ot Udorn. Bowovlr. in Junl of 1966, tho intoneity and pono-

tration depth. of thl Itrlkaa in tb. North incr •••• d aDd. to reduci 

r.action tt.e. two Jolly Gr •• ne and four SaDdi •• orbit in northern 

Loo. duri ... tho TOT'.. TWo othlr Jolly Grlon. r ... in on blck-up .round 

olort in Lao. and thl Slndi .. on back-up olort It Udorn. A Crovn BC-130 

orbit. on tho Thai-Lootian bordor fraa .. r1y ~rnin. until lito If tor­

noon. Both of tho .. po.tur .. are frllsod daUy by tho JSAllCC. in 

coordination with DOCO at JAY, 

An ... r.lney 1, dlclarld whan the di.tr •••• d pilot or hi. 

wingman Ivltchel to the UHF guard frequlncy and call. '~yd.y". If 

the pilot lucc ••• fully ajecta, hi. vina-an rlportl the locatiOD and 

r ... lnl in thl vicinity to provida RESCAP and to guide the r.aeul 

force to the prlei •• location. The lnltial rlport of polition 11 In 

Irror, to aa.e dISf ••• 1n • very lar •• plre.nta,. of the ai.,ton •. 

Thi. i. dUi chi. fly to .rrorl inb&ront in tho Dopp1.r Dlvi .. tl00al 

.y.t... Therefore, it beca.e. ~.t iaportant that an aircraft remaIn 

in thl Ir," until thl Sandi •• Irrlvi. If tho fi.htor. dlplrt with 

blnao fUll baforo thl Sandio. Irrivi Ind thl dOVDOd pilot 1. in an 

unflvorlblo po.ition for rodio tran.a1111on, I .. reb .ffortl will ba 

.uch aorl diffIcult. 
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