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In Southeast Asia a pilot downed in hostile territory hae
only one hope of eacaping daath or capture and that 1s by air I‘OCUI.
To date there is no escape and evasion of the World War II variety
vith its underground comtact groupa. Agenta do exiet in NVN and thae
hostile portions of Lacs, but the risk of compromise is too great for

1172/

use in eacape and evasion schemas. Special ESE teams have bean

introduced in some areas, but a valus Judgment of their effectivenasa

118/
will have to be made at a future time. To date, no ons has
‘walked out.' The terrain is too formidable and the ares too hastile.

Very few have esacaped from prison. Lt. Klusmann, with the aid of

diesident Fathet Lao, escaped in Septamber 1964, t In July 1966, a

small group made the first escape from a prison in NVN. Luckily, one

of the escapees vas spotted from the air in a forest in NVN, and was
120/

picked up by the Jolly Creens.

BEvaeion is, at best, only temporary. The longer a man ie on
the ground the leas chance ﬁc has of baing rescued. The pilot must
remsain in the gensral area of his landing, work himself iato a good
poiition for pickup, remain hidden from the enemy, and establigh

communications with the SAR forcs.

The '"Mayday" signal ;111 be picked up hy the Crown aircraft
or one of tha GCI stations at Udorn, Nakhon Phanom or Ds Rang and
relayed to the RCC at Udorn and tha JSARCC at Tan Son Nhut. Infre-
quently, an IFF Mayday squavk will be picked up by a GCI statica or
by the HU-16 Crown sircrsft which, unlike the HC-130F, {s equipped 1

with an IFT interrogatoer.
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1f the pilot, in che judgaent of those on the scens, ejected
successfully (i.e, 1if & good chute 1is seen or a beacon signal i»
immediataly heard) the SAR mission is launched by the contrblltn' RCC.
From that point on the JSARCC monitors the missicn, kesps the Commander
7AF informed, and acts in an overall suparvisory capacity. Tha TACC
(Udorn) ineures that jet fighter RESCAP is available. The SAR then
takes precedence over all other air wiesicns, and etrike sircraft in-
tercepting the Mayday signal divert to form & REECAP. The Crowm air-
craft closely monitors this phase to snsure that only sufficient air-
craft are diverted into the ares for combat patrol. The number re-
quired depands upon the nature of the ground sanviromment, as assecsed
by the sircraft on the scene at the time, and the 11hllihood-of MIG

encounters.

When the mission is launched,two Sandies proceed directly to
the reported location, assums duties as 0SC, and attempt to establish
visual and electronic contact with the crew on tha ground. The other
two Sandies form the RESCORT for the two halicopters, which procesd
towvard the target at an altitude of eight or nine thousand fest, cut
of the range of .50 cal machina guna. Each pilot carries a flak map,
wvhiczh is frequantly updated at tha Udorn TUODC, so that the laast
hasardous route can be taken into the target aras. The Jolly Greens
remain high and outsida ths target area unt{l the Bandias pouitiylly
locate the dovnad aircrew and determine cthat the balicopter can survive
the environment. If the wiseion is in WVN, final eldrmo must be
obtained from TAP/ISARCC befors the SAXTY crosses the border.
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It the wingman is unable to direct tha SARTF to the distressed
piliot the Sandy aircraft conduct an alectronic search trying to home on
the URT-21 bszacon which automactically starts trunuuittin. when the
pilot's chute cpens, and to establish voice radio contact via the sur-
vival RT-10 radio. The '"beeper’ and the RT-10-beth tracsmit on the
sams frequency and, occasicnally, s problem can arise if tha pilot for-
gets to turn the beepar off or cannot get to it to do so. The signal
strength is such that it can override the voice transmission and compli-
cate the pickup. If a beepar is heard but no radio voice or visual
contact is made, the Sandies will not bring the Jolly Green into the
area until they have further investigated the situaticn., The enemy has
captured enough beepers, strobe lights, and other asignal devices to sat
up inviting flak traps for the SARTF. It is not too unusual for the
Sandies to receive a beeper signal from a nearby village, Voice contact
then becomes extremely important., Such contact can be established, yet
some doubt may remain as to the identity of the person on the ground.

In this case the personal authenticator can be used to verify the iden-

tit?. The Crown or RCC must radic the pilot's unit or the JSARCC,

whare the pilot has left on file personal information such as his wife's

malden name. the make of his car, his favorite spert, and also what

kind of visual signal he will give to ths rescue aircraft. This means

of identification is rarely used but can be 1nd1|p-n1510 in avoiding a

trap. If voice contact camnat ba establishad via the RT-10 radio, the

pilot has baen instructed tc send the firet {aitial of his last name

in morse code by turning the basper on and off. This providas at least
50
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a parctial solution to the problem of detecting a bseper but making no
other contact. It doas not furnish a total solution, however. The
pilot may be injured or in a atate of shock and unable te function
effectively. Some visual mearch will still be called for and this

engenders a certain risk of baing caught {n a flak trap.

In circumstances wvhera the evidencs of survival is dubious,
but posslble, suspenaion of tha mission will alvays be a matter of
critical judgment. In the absence of ovarriding considerations known
only at higher levela, the on-eite commander has ths best feel for,
end knowledge of , the situation. 'The judgment is left to him. There
ie an intense interest at all levels of command in recovering a downed
pilot. This has in some cases caused the SAR forces to overextend

themselves in dangerous situatiuvns,

The downed pilot has pen—gun flares, smoke grenades, a signal
mirror, colored panels, a strobe light and, if all else fails bensath
the thick jungle canopy, .38 tracer assunition to make his axact loca-
tion known. Once the Sandies have located and identified the man,
they give him instructionse to assist in the pickup including the deter-
nination whethar it 1-'|nf¢ for the helicopter to approach., They might
make a lov pase or a firing pass to drav fire from poseible enemy posi-
tiona., If hostils fire resulte, they nsutralisme it with their ordnance
or by calling in snd controlling jet airerafct in the RESCAP. Whice
phosphorous bombs ere -ffbc:ivn'in cresating a smoks scresn to seal off
tha ares and are often used.

31
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When it is determinsd that the area is safe ;mu.h .for the
helicopter to survive, tha Sandy OSC advises the pick-up helicopter
of the terrain and optimum approaches for avoiding ground fire.
While waiting for the helicopter, the Sandies orbit in the gensrsl
area of the downed pilot but not diractly overhead (in order to protect
his concealment). The high helicopter continues to orbit and assumes
the role of 05C as the pick-up helicoptar descends. The halicopter's
external tanks are genarally droppad before the approach becsuse of
their explosive potential and the necessity to lightan tﬁc helicopter
to the point where it can take-off from a low hover in event it loses

vne of fts twy Lurbine engines.

Such an emergency occurred on 2‘5 May 66, The anemy held its
fire until the helicopter came to a hover and then cut loosa. An engine
was knocked out when the helicopter was 50 feet over the target. Al-
though a crash landing seemed imminent, the application of full power
on the good engine enabled the Jolly Green to balloon over a ridge and

121/

recover with minimum fuel at a friendly airfield.

In approaching the target the belicopter will usually maks a
fast identification pass with a Sandy at sach wing, then a tear drop
turn, or a closs dovoward spiral, into a hover. The tactics dapend on
the terrain, location of hostile forces and parsonsl praference. Becauss
of thea dense foreasts, it is often necessary to position the helicopter
precisely over the survivor. Tha parsmadic, flight mechanic, and the
survivor himself give the RCC correctiocms, .

o 52
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When the halicapter is positioned, the forast penatrator is
lowared to the survivor. If he is injured or in a state of ahock,
wvhich 1s often the case, the paramedic is lowered to assist him. The

penetrator i{s designed so that both men can be retrievaed simultanscusly.

The ganaral assumption is that if a route proved to be safe
on approach, it will also ba safs tor daparture. This, howavar, 1s
nat always trus. On 19 Fabruary 1966, an F-105 pilot was downed in
the haavily defended Mu Gia Pass area. The Sandies and the Jolly Greem,
wicth the parsmedic and flight mechanic firing M-16's from the doorway,
had to fight their way in and out of the pasa. The RCC had to lift off
122/ .

wvhile che survivor was suspended 100 faet below the aircraft.

If & sacond survivor is involved in the operation, the low
Jolly Creen will usually make the pick-up. However, 1if it is low on
fusl because of the high power requirements in the hover, tha high
helicopter descends for the recovery. The high helicopter also pro-
vides an immediate racovery capability if the low halicopter is shot

down,

Enrouts to the recovery base the aurvivor is given necessary

first aid.

Pravious USAF combat SAP operations were conducted in tha
Xorean Mar. According to Msjor Baylor Haynes the nature of that war
and the equipmsent then availabla dictated the tactics significantly

differant (rom those used today in Scutheast Asia. Decause the threat
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to the SARTF was primarily from the air and not cthe ground, lﬁu
approaches wvere made to the target. Since the majority of aircrafc
lost wvare & result of air battle, the SAR forces were not usually re-
quired to sxtract survivors from such heavily defended areas. The
tactics describad here are the results of necessary irmovations to

meet the needw for effective SAR in Southaast Asia,

One axample, which illustrates some of the tactice described
above and which also brings out how involved a miseion might becoms,
occurred on 22 and 23 April 1966, A Marins F-4P went down in Laos atr
1618N and 10638E. The Jolly Greens at Nakhon Phanom were alerted and
alrborne ar 0520 hours. w

The approaching Sandy aircraft made radio contact with both
crew membars. [t appearad that the radar observer had a broken leg
and the pilot was being pursued by the snemy., Tha Sandies easily
spotted the pilot's position when he released his smoks grenade and,
since the aras sesmead to he ralatively sacure, Jally Grean 55 wam callad

in and made a successful pickup.

The RO's position was more difficult to pinpoint since no
visual observation of him was nade. Jolly Green 55 hoveared over the
forest at the approximats position, The pilot, Captain Hatthews,
lowered the paramedic te look for the RO and aid in ||¥t1n|‘hll obto
the penetrator. Whan the PJ, Airman George Bunt, vas nsar the ground

tha sneamy openad fire. Airman Bunt could haar bullets hitting all
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around him and hitting the helicopter. The firing wae so closa that
Lt. Rice, the co-pilot, thought that Captain Husy, the rescusd pilot
vho was in tha rear, wvas returning the fire. latsr he diascovered that
" none of the weapons on the aircraft had baen fired. SSge Loughry,

the fliaht mechanic operating the holet, was badly wounded in tha
shoulder. The pilot attempted to reel in Airman Hunt from the cockpit
controls but could not do so. Becauss the flight mschamic, who nor-
mally provides the 'ayas’ for the pilot vhen tha helicopier is in &
hover, was incapacitated, the pilot was unable to kesp tha aircraft
positioned. Although this PJ was on the ground, he decided to circle

to reposition the alrcrafe,

Crown called in Bango Alfa, (USAF F-4C) to neutralixe the
gun positions before anot'er plckup atrempt was made. When it was
discovered that the hoist on Jolly Graen 55 was malfunctioning, Crown
directed it to proceed to the Khe Sanh (SVN) Special Forces camp with
the wounded while Jolly Green 52 and che Sandy aircraft continued the

search.

Tha SAR;F failed to spot the survivors before Jolly Green 52
vas at bingo fusl and had to recover at Dopg Ha. It returned with Marine
Husy gun ships and a Navy SH-3A (version of cthe USAY CH-3C). Jolly Green
53 flew in from Makhon Phanom and joined the Navy halicopter in high
orbit. The gun ships, whosa usa {s more charactaristic of ACR in South
Vietnan,descandead to nesutralise the enemy positions and to fix the sur-
vivors. They in turn received heavy fire and the resulting damage forced

tham to leave the area.
.55
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At 1050 hours, the Sandies spotted a signal mirror and thought
they sav ons man i{n a tan flying suit and anothar in fatigues. The RO
had cravled about 200 yarde from his chuts to a clearing for sasier
pickup. The Sandies made seversl strafing passea and laid down s white
phosphorous smoka screen bafore Jolly Green 52 moved in for the pleckup.
Tha paramedic diracted tha pilot ovar the RO who was ablu te get on the
tree penetrator by himself, and wes fccovnrcd. The parsmedic applied
an inflatable eplint to tha RO's broken leg and gave him morphine whils
the helicopter evacuated him to Dong Ha. The rescue problam was by no

means complete since Airman Hunt was still on the ground.

An intense search continued for four hours, with another heli-
copter supplementing the effort. Since nmo visual or elsctronic signal
wvas tecsived from Airman Hunt, the forces returned to bass at 1630 hours

to continua the search at first light the naxt day.

When Airman Hunt got to the ground, he found himself in the
midsc of the enemy. Bullets were pock marking traes sround him. As
he ran for cover, a trea crashad against his leg and broke a bottle of
inssct rapellant, which ran into one of his RT-10 radios and ruined it.
Hunt rean & short distancs and dived undar a bank coversd by logs. BHa
temainad hidden for about two hours while troops ssarched the ares.

At one point, Hunt watched a pair of tennis shoes approach and kick the

logs above his.
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At mid-afternoon, it begsn to rain. Hunt took advantage of the
nolse to move a quarter of a mile to the east, tha only direction from
wvhich he had not heaard firing. Aircraft bombed near his position so he
moved further sast, where he hid during the night. Airman Hunt tried to
contact the rescue force with his radios but, after discarding the ons

ruined by insect rapellent, he found that his sacond had a broken sntenna.

Ac firet light, he displayed the rad signal panel, from his
survival vest, in a clearing he had located during the night by light
of asrial flares. The Sandies spotted his signal at approximataly D300
hours and the Jolly Greens arrivad shortly tharsafter. The helicopter
crevs suspected a trap and ware approaching very cautiously until thay
identified Hunt through field glassas. Airman Hunt was retrieved in
routine fashion which was a sharp anti-cli{max to the dey and night ha

spent svading the enemy.

In conjunction with other components of tha total SAR force,
the HH-3IE, with {ts extended range, permits a Ehooroticnl coverage of
most of NVN: however, survivability and chances of success north of
the Red River and in Route Package VI are so questionably that few
rescuss are attempted. An example of a vary deep rescue occurrad on
10 Hay 1966 vhen Captsin Martin Kahrt ejected from his F-105 along tha

Red River between Hanoli and Red China.

Exerpts from the miseion narrative of the Jolly Greem pilot,
Captain Robart D. Furman, give vivid details of the rescus, including

8 rare epcounter with MIGC'sr

SECRET NOFORN
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Jolly Green 56 and 51 wara maintaining strip aiert at L-39 and
kaaping listening watch on HF. Approximstely 1500H local, we haard that
an aircraft had been shot down in the vicinity of the Rad River in Morth
Vietnam, We then quickly plotted a course of the crash ares locatad 21
56N 104 35E a fev miles from the Re' Rivar and over 120 miles northeast
of our take-off point. Compress (Call sign for Udorm RCC) alerted us
and directed us to procesd to the area at approximately 1503L. We were
sirborna at 1310L and proceeded north on our planned course. Our firet
heading was 015% for approximataly 65 miles and then to a heading of 043°
until reaching the area located approxinately 35-40 miles from Communist
China.

Our couree naturally was dog-legged to avoid hazardous areas
and SAM sites. Our altitude most of the way up vas betwsen 8 and 10M.
The BM was not enough to clear the high mountains and ridgea of North
Viatnam. The cloud base was #M over the entire course and required IFR
flight for many miles through unfamiliar and mountainous terrain. We
actempted to stay clear of most villages and crossed roads at right
angles.

We arrived in the target area approximately 1615L and contactaed
the Sandy aircraft already in the area. They had located tha pilet and
had radioc contact with him. We could also hear him on our ground fre-
quency. Sandy aircraft said that there was no reported ground firae in
the area. We flev over the area at a high altitude and svitched to guard
channel to talk to the downed pilot, He stated that he was injured and
vas unsure if he could get into the sling. We advised him that we would
use tha forast penetrator and told him how to use it. I he had not baen
able to get into the seat by himself, we were prepared to lowar the para-
»edic into the area to assiet the injured pilot. Sandy aircraft dropped
a vhite phosphorous bomb to pinpoint the ares, determine winds, and to
effectively seal off an entrance to tha area. Once we had visual contact
with the survivor, we proceeded to the pickup point which wae in a densely
tangled jungle type foliage and terrain in a4 vary stasp canyon. There wae
a very small clearing wvithin the canyon to which we asked the surviver to
proceed. The survivor had startsd & large fire in the area by saccident
when his flare landed in tha brush. The fire caused tharmals and updrafts
vhich in turn caused availabls engine power to drop off. Auxilisry fusl
tanks were jattisoned prior to our entrance into the confinas of the canyon.

ln order to position the helicopter for a hoist recovery, we had
to hover sideways intc the stesp canyon. This mansuver, of couree, caused
the helicopter to he bealow the rims of the canyom and halpless from enipers
shooting down st us. We had asked tha pilot to climb to a better pickup
ares higher up the canyon walls, but hs was injured and unable to walk up
the atesp canyon sides. Our halicoptar mechanic salong with tha rest of the
crow could heaar sporedic sutomatic small sras fire but wa could sot deter-
ains the location. As far as wa kanow, we did not receive amy hite from
thesa waspons. As ve approschad the surviver, wa lowarsd the trea pematrator
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to its full length of cable (240 feet). The survivor sttempted to
reach the penstrator but could mot. Since we had all the hoist cable
out, ve then had to lower the helicopter into the canyon in order for
the hoist to reach the ground. We then had to plan our way out over
the canyon walls with an addicional man aboard the aircraft alraady at
topping power.

Upon recovery of the pilot, we proceeded out of the area on
a hesding of 220°. Our paramedic administared firet aid to the sur-
vivor as s0on as ve wers clear of the area. He vas badly bruised and
had a severe sprain or broken arm.

Approximately 35 miles out we vere jumped by a flight of MIG
type eircraft. Sandy 11 and 21 saw the aircraft also and advised the
two Jolly Green's to hit the deck. Since we veare quite high, I flew
into the clouds inetead of taking to the ground. It was apparent that
the hostile aircraft were interested in the Jolly Greens since they
turned avay from Sandies 31 and 41 and flew {n the opposits direction
back to our position. The F-4's maintaining MIC cap cama to oEE“ escue
and gave chase to the MIG's and we were not further harasead.

The deep recovery missicns, such as the one on 10 May 1966,
require quick reaction time. On 30 May 1966, another deep recovery
attempt vas made when an F-105 was shot down across the Red River, 30
miles from the Chinese border. The SARTF was launched and contacted
the lurvivor via his survival radio five minutes before its arrival in
the area. The pilot said that he was under his chute {n the forest
and was swaiting pickup. The chute was easily spotted but the pilot

- 125/
could not be located and was apparently captured.
E. Summary

Brigadier General John Murphy has written a conciss appraisal
of SAR {o Laos and NVN:

Tha avolution of tha Rascus Taam, 1.a., ll-llIA;ll Tactical

Fighters/MC~130, and its operational procedures has beem & uni-

qua development in this Southesst Asis conflict. My personsl
admniration and respect both for the helicopter crews and the
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supporting aircrafc knows no limit. Having lived on an intimate
basis for tha past year with thess crews, my sstimate of their
prof.nllgg,llc- and dedication to duty is of the vary highast

order.
The following summary of combat saves sttests to the effective-
nass of the SAR force and alsc indicates the great improvemant made as
the SARTF evolved. The summary 1s not broken down by country, since re-

covary work is squslly hazardous in both countries.

Combat S!vul in Laos apd NVN
128/
1 July - 3 smbar 1965

HH-43 ) 7
CH-3C 8

129/
1 January - 26 July 1966
KH=-43 28
HH-3E 33

This record has not been attained without losses. In sdditien
to tha loas of the sever helicopter crev mambars in the 1nc1dcn¥l wan-
tioned above, the 602d ACS has lost 12 aircraft in dlrect support of JAR
missions aince August 1965. et
The hostility of the environment nnﬁ the distances involved
continue to inhibit rescus efforts north of the Red River and in Routs
Package VI. In cases vhere aircraft ars shot down in heavily defended 1
areas (and are often alone) the BAR forces have also been limited in

their efforts.
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V. RESCUE 1IN THE GULF OF TONKIN
A. The Search & Rescue Task Force (SARTF)
The Miesion
The SAR Task Force in the Gulf of Tonkin consists of the HU-16
amphibian, USN helicoptars from on-station destroysrs and various RESCAP
aircrafr. Tha Navy keaps a CAP ovar the Gulf of Tenkin during all

strikes, which can be diverted for the SARTF.

From the baginning of the buildup of the USAF SAR capability (n
the summer of 1964, HU-16 aircraft have been stationad at Ds Nang AB,
with personnel and aircraft originally coming from the 33rd ARS at Naha
AB, Okinawa. In the spring of 1965, the HC-54D replaced the HU-16 ae a
" rescue control aircraft for Laos and the DRV, and the HU-16's were trans-
ferred from Udorn to Da Nang. From the summer of 1965 until the eummer
of 1966 the dutiea of providing TDY personnel and aircraft for coverage
in the Gulf of Tonkin were shared by the 33rd ARS, Naha AB, Okinawa, and
the 3let ARS. These lqﬁldronl, in turn, drew upon rescue squadrons 1in
the CONUS to provide pilots on a TDY basis. Rescue duties were assumed
by the newly organizad 37th ARRS vhen it became fully opcrati&n&l in

Saptember 1966,

1f a pilot is hit over Korth Vietnam, his chances of surviving
ars grestly increased 1f he can coax his aircraft over tha Culf of Tonkin.
Although recoveriss are often made undsr hostfla fire from tha shors and
deceptive tactics are sometimes necesssry. Two major rescue problems are
virtually eliminated - locating the dowmned pl}ot and then ideatifyiog him.
61



SECRET

Problems of reaction time and assessment af the hostility of the ares

ars also greatly reduced.

As in all search and rescue, reaction time is extremely important.
The alert postura of the Crown aircraft is fragged by the JSARCC after the
strike plans for the following day ars snalyzed. Ome to thresa Crown air-
craft orbit about 20 miles off the coast, just outside the effeccive range
of Fan Song (5A-2) radar, at the latitudes whars th; strikes are to take
place. When a pilot goas down the Crown usually descends to 1500 feet to
avoid possible attack by a SAM and proceeds to the location given by the

vingman. The Crown is normally at the scens within ten mioutas.

The coastal waters of North Vietnam generally swarm with fishing
sampans and junks. The North Vietnamese heve apparently organized thas
crews into a home guard and given them small arms to carry om tﬁcir boats.
These small craft ususlly converge on a downed pilot; howaver, pilots have been
instructed to avold being picked up by junks and fishing veassls, both

132/

above and below the 17th Parallel, As a standard procedurs, the
RESCAP fires a varning.lhot scroes tha bow as it spproaches within small
arms range of the man in the water. If this fails to discourage the
crew, the fighters then strike the boat. Many pilots must eject quite
close to shore and are endangared by ground fire and snemy boats vhiéh
are launched to recover them. As in land rescuss, rescus io the Gulf of
Tonkin i1s often & race barwesn the rescua force and the lﬁ..y. The te-
action time of the recovery aireraft and the affectivenses of the combat
air patrol has baem such that, out of 28 kmown successful bailowts ia the
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Gulf of Tomkin batween January and July 1966, only two pilots have been
captured or killed. et

Two USN destroyers are llllgnad to the Gulf of Tonkin with aircrew
recovery as their primary miesion. - The ships can launch helicopters to
®ake a vatsr or laod pickup in NVN, wichin their range and survivability
limitations. The HU-16 is usually the first rescus aircraft to arrive on
the acens. Howavar, if rthe Navy halicopters can arrive vithin a resscnable
time and the downed aircrev 1is in vo immediate dangsr, the helicopter
vill make the pickup rather than the HU-16. Open ses landings in the
HU-16 involve a certain amount of risk, evan though the conditions in
the Gulf of Tonkin are usually favorable, Since the HU-16 is the more
versatile of the rescue vehicles, the posture is degraded less 1f the

HU-16 remaine airborne and on alert.

If 1t ia decided the helicopters should make the pickup, the
Crown might find it necessary to carry out diversionary tactics until
their arrivai. For axample, the Crown light drop smoke st a random
point and have RESCAP circle it in ordar to conceal ths trys location
of the pilot from shore batteriss and small craft. If the Crosm lands
to make a pickup and there is no othet Crown cu station, an HU-16¢ is

immediately scrambled from Da Nang.

Coordination of the rescus is sffected through tha Rescua
Coordinating Center (Dat 1 of tha 3rd ARRG) at Da Rang and the JBARCC
at Tan Son Whut. In the majority of cases, howswer, tha RCC of tha

HU-16 can coordinate directly with Navy helicopters and the combat air
(3] '
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patrol. According to Captain Arauj, s controller at the RCC, coordina-
tion and cooperation beatween the USAF and USN SAR forces in tha proae-

cution of mimsiona in rhe Gulf of Tonkin has besn excellent.

On many missions, the HU-16's have encountered ground fire, but,
to date, only one sircraft has been destroyed. Om 14 March 1966, two
USAF F-4C pilots ejected and landed about two miles from shors. Crown
Bravo, piloted by Captain Westenbarger, landed to makse the TACOVELY. As
the aircrafc taxied toward the dﬁuned crev, it was hit by a mortar shell.
The explosion killed the radic operator instantly and the aircraft began
to sink. Four of the crev members got out. They and tha P-4C crev were
rescued by helicopters from the Yorktown and the England. The parareacus-~

134/

3an was not recoverad and i# presumed to have gone down with the plane,

The mission of 1 July 1966 illuscraces Tecovery procedures used
in the Gulf of Tonkin, The Rescus Crev Commander, Major Jesse Anderson,
receivad a Mayday call from the wingman of a damaged F-4C. The crew
made 1t out over the water but not very far. One pllot landed a mile
and a half off shore, while the other landed within a half-mile of the
coast., Tha RCC homed on the radic signal of the orbiting vinﬁ/n and

raquastad available helicopters and RESCAP sent to the area.

-
~

When tha HU-16 arrived, there wers small boats converging on the
duwned crevmsn who werse under constant ensmy small arws and mortar firs
from the beach. The RESCAP, consisting of two A-6's, four A~-4's, and

two A-l's, made firing passes at the small craft and suppressed the
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hostile gunfire. During the action, Major Anderson reported that he
sav st least one small craft completely destroyed. After taking into
account the vind direction and the siss and direction of tha ewvells,
the RCC landed and taxied & hundred yards to the pilot closest to
shore. Becauss of the hostile fire the pilot had not marked his posi-
tion with smoka: tharafora, tha HU-16 unc,dlrnctcd by tha arbiting
vingman. The pararescusman sntared the water to ¢id the survivor and
they wers both retrieved. (Pararescuemen are trained as scuba divars,
a8 wvell as parachutists and medical corpeman.) The RCC taxied a mile
out to eea and again ordered the pararescueman into the water for an
eanler pickup of the second survivor. After baing on the water approxi-
mately five minutes,the RCC took off, awvay from the bsacli, vith both
survivors. The orbiting aircraft reported mortar hits tracking directly
across the wake of the sircraft. 128/

B. Summary

Qonbat recoveries in the Gulf of Tonkin by USAF HU-16 sircraft:

137/
1 July - 3] Dacenber 1965

14
138/
1 Jgn - 26 July 1966
12
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VI. RESCUE IN SOUTH VIETHAM - LOCAL BASE RECOVERY
A. Search & Rescus Task Force (SARTF)

The SAR Taek Force for ACR in South Vietnam usually consiste
of two HH-4JF helicopters, with U.S. Army UH-1B helicopter gun shipe
and tactical fighters in direct support. The B model of the HH-43 1s
used for combat ACR only in emargencies or when tha anvironment is not
judged to bs hostile. Its primary mission is LBR, Othar aircraft,

such as the 0-1, aight be incorporated as search aireraft.

B. The Mission - Aircrew Recovery - Battlafield Medical Evacuation
As of July 1965, there ware only two detachments of USAF
helicopters in South Vietnam, one at Da Nang and one at Bien Hoa.
Most of the ACR outside of the areas covered by these two bases wvas
undertaken by U.S. Army helicopters, vhich ware stationed in most parts
of the country. L/ With the activation of the new USAF halicopter

detachments, during the latter half of 1965 and the first six monthe

of 1966, complats coverage was attained in South Viatnaa.

Battlefield medical evacuation is not a mission assigned USAF
SAR forcas; however, the circumstances in South Vietnam have dictated
their eaployment on many occasions. The lack of hoist equipment on
Army halicoptsrs, adequate to extract survivors from high and dense
forests, has necessitated tha use of tha HE-43 with ita 217 foot hoist
cable. The majority of the combat saves by USAY halicoptars in Eauth
Vistnam fall into this cstagory. For example, of the 66 combat savaes
nade by Detachment 6 at Bien Woa during the psriod 1 April to 1 July
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1966, 63 were battlafield madical evacuacions, In the near future,

the Army plans to reequip its helicopters with a longer cable, and the

medical svacuation raquirements for ACR-LBR helicopters will be reduced,

The problems encountered in ACR in South Vietnas and NVN-Laos
differ in many respects. U.S, Arey and ARVN |rouna units are cperating
in many parts of South Vistngm, There is no danger of a MIG actack.

Tha Allisd Forces have over a thousand helicoptars and fixed-wing air-

craft flying over the country. Even in the remote arsas, a downed pilot

1s never more than 50 kilometers from a Special Porces camp. The Viet
141/

Cong are not squipped with radar-controlled air-Hurat veapons. Majar

Kessler, Commander of Det 6, has indicated that he has naver encountared

4 problem in locating and identifying a surviver, t

Recoveries are, however, often made under hostile fire and the
proximity of friendly ground forces does not guarantee that a downed
pilot will be rescued by them. During the seige of the Plei Me Special
Forces Camp, in October 1965, Captain Melvin Flliott bailed out of his
crippled A-lE and epent the next 34 hours svading the Viet Cong. Rascue
patrols sant from the camp ran into stiff opposition and were unable to

tecover him. Om 23 October, he was rescued by an MH-43 a half-mile from

143/
the camp,

Locating and idantifying the survivor cen occaaionally causas
difficulty. On 14 Juna 1966, a VMAF A-1H went down naar the cosst south-

esst of Baigon. A ssarch was conducted for the plase and the pilot. The

L}
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aircraft could not be found and 1t was theorired that the pilot crashe
landed on the beach and the incoming tide covered the plana., A search
Qns conducted the next day following an ailrcraft report of aighting a
man in an orange flying suit. A VNAF and & USAF FAC were dispatched in
8 U=10 observarion plans to make the peareh, Ths Viet Ceng shot this
aireraft down and thers wvers no survivors. At that point the migeion
was suspanded. g 0n one occasion a downed pilot's etrobe light signal
was mistaken for ground fire and the RESCAP strafed and dropped napalm
on his position. Fortunately, the bombs fell long. Subsequently, a
Ly
colored lens was provided for the strobe light,
C. ACR-South Viatnam
Because SAR tactics in South Vietnam are in many ways like
those used in Laos and KVN, a number of details in this account will
be omitted. A mission is scrambled by the control tower or the JSARCC
and the helicopters procesd in pairs toward the targat via a route
coordinated to avoid artillery fire. Armsd escort is arranged through
the Corps DASC or directly with Army units and the rescus helicopters
rendezvous with the gun ships anroute, If radioc or visual contact 1s
made with the target, the low halicopter proceeds into the area, pro-
tected by gun ships on sach side. During tha pickup, ‘'he gun ships
orbit the target and neutralize any hostile fire. The high halicoptar
orbits at about 3500 feet, out of the range of small arme firc. Hi-413
pilots seldom wear parachutes due to space limitations imposed by the

cockpit and armor-plating.

m I
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During battlefield medical evacuations, the paTarescuaman
descends on the hoist cable to help load the casualties on the Stokes
litter. When the low helicopter has loaded two stratcher patients
aboard, 1t leaves the area and ths high helicopter descends for another
load. The helicopters work as a shuttle until all casualties have been

evacuataed.

One mission well 1llustrating rescus work in SVN occurred on
11 April 1966. The U.S. Army had sustained casualties 33 tailes south-
east of Bien Moa and thres HH-4)F's from Detachment & wers scrambled
to evacuafc them, The SARTP coneisted of the HH-43's, two Husy gun
ships, three P-100's and two O-1F light aircrafer, In addition, a C-47
flareship was orbiting in case tﬂ:,opcrntion continued into the night.
The Army placed artillery firs on hostile positions nearby. The Pedros
were vactored im by smoke from the ground party and lowered the Stokas
licters through a hole in the jungle cancpy. The halicopters then began
shuttling the wounded. At one point, friendly artillery fire was land-
ing #0 close that the low Padro had to momentarily leave the area. In
spite of the close fire support: from artillery and aircraft, Viat Cong
bagan closing in. On the fifth sortie, Captain Bachman's helicoptar
vas hit as it wvas hovering and the throttle jammed full open. Captain
Bachman wae able to lift-off and made an emsrgency landing at a friendly
field. His pararescussan, A-1C Williem PMireenbarger, who had been
lowered to assist in th-‘ svacuntion, was killed vhen tha Viat Cong overran .
the area. Be hss besn awarded tha Air Porce Cross (Poshumous). Detachment

6 was credited with nine savas during the mission.
;]
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The HH-4)B/F aleo provides the major airfields in South Vietnam

D. LBR

with Local Base Rescue coverage. Thai-based Amarican aircrafc at Udorm,

Ubon, Takhli, and Korat were among the first in the theatsr to ba pro-

vided with HH-4) LBR helicopters. The LBR units functiom much like

those in CONUS and are under the operational control of the local Basa

Commander. The LBR units also perform miscellaneous humanitarian aissions,

such as medical evacuation of friendly Thai narionale anc traneport of
148/

American doctors in civic action programs, \A noteworthy rescue

occurred in June 1966 when the LBR unit at Takhli 'in conplete darkness

149/

removed a USAF airman from the shear face of 4 mountain.'

E. Summary
150/

Saves in South Vietnam

1 Jan - 30 Jun 1965

Combat 2
Non-Combat 0

i Jul - 31 Dec 1965

Combat 62
Non-Combat 17
LJlap - 26 Jul 1966
Combat 1m

Non-Combat 10
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VII. COMMAND, CONTROL, AND COORDINATION
A. Cowmand and Control in the Theacer

CINCPACAF has the overall command responeibility for SAR in

the PACOM area. PACAFR 55-90, 2 October 1963, delegated the rasponsi-
131/
bility for the Southeast Asian sub-theater to the Comslandar, 13AF,
The Commander of tha 13AF, in turn, made the Commander, 2AD, rasponsibla
for the Rangoon,Bangkok, and Saigon Plight Information Regiona (FIR),
Oparational contral of the ARES Forces sssignad to the 3rd ARRG has baan given
152/

the CmdrJAF,through delegated suthority from CINCPACAF. In order to
exercise hia operational contret sffactivaly, Commander, 7AF, divided
SAR opersational control among thraee agencies:

1. JSARCC (3ARRG). Responsible for rescus oparations in RVN,
Cambodia, and waters in the Bangkok and Saigon FIR's and charged with
central coordination of all SAR activity. The RCC at Da Nang was asta-

153/

blishad as an extension of the JSARCC to act in a liaison capacity only.

2. Deputy Commander, 7AF/1JAF (Thailand). Responsible for
rescue operations in NVN, Thailand, and Laos (upon requast and authori-
tation of the U.S. Ambassador). Control was to bs exercised through

134/

the RCC/TACC at Udorn.

3. Commander, 631st CSG, Don Muang AB, Thailaud. Responsible

133/

for rescue operations in the Rangoon FIR.

CINCPACAY, however, by PACAFR 55-90, 20 March 1966, retainsd

opsrational control of all BAR forces in the PACOM ares. The operational

control devolves from CINCPAC through the Commander, PARC, to the Commander ,

| Si:CREI'm |
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3rd ARRG. The Commander, 7AF, is delegated as SAR Coordimator for

Southeast Asis.

B. Control and Coordination in the Theater
1. NVN and Lacs
The political contaxt for tha necessity of coordinating
all military activities in Laos, including SAR, with the U.S. Ambsssador
haa been previously mentioned. Althougl.'n the political-military sicuation
in Laos remains sensitive and restrictions are stil]l iwposed, effective
SAR operations can be accomplished within the present conatraints., There
157/
are few coordination difficultias in that raspect . The RCC at Udorn-

has a direct line to the ALlr Attache's office in Vientiane, and any minor

problems can be resolved immediately.

The physaical location of the RCC is adjacent to the TACC
and the Current Status room. During a mission, firm coordination is
established between the RCC (which controls the SARTF) and the TACC
(vhich supports the mission with additional RESCAP and tanker aircraft,
if needed). The latest intnllignuéc information on troop concentrations
and reported anti-aircraft weapons 1is immediately available to pass on
Lo the SARTF. The RCC/TACC controllers maincain closs concact with the

commander of the HH-3E detachment, during & miesion, for advice on tactice.

The Deputy Commandar, 7AF/13IAF, Thailand, under the divieion
of rssponsibility sentfonad above wmaintained operational control over

missions in NVK and Laoca and coordinasted closely with the JRARCC/IAF. “on

12
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wost missions, coordinacion anong the control elemencs and the SARTPF

alemants vas effected smoothly.

2. Ine Gylf of Tonkin
SAR 1n the Gulf of Tonkin is a joint USAF/USN endesvor.
The comparative simplicity of the missions engendars smooth coordina-
tiom directly batween Crown aircraft and the USN SAR forces. Some
probleme exist, however, in coordinating the oversll poerurs. Por
exasmpla, tha JSARCC frage the SAR forces for tha Gulf of Tonkin, based
on USN primary targets. If, for climatic or opsrational rl.aonl; the
aircrafcr atrike the sacondary target or cancal, the lack of direct

158/

liaison delays repositioning of the SAR forca.

In April 1966, -CINCPAC designated CINCPACAF (in coordi-
nation with CINCPACFLT and COMUSMACY) to establish a joint Southeast
Asis Saarch and Rascue Center. d 7th Ailr Force requested a tri-
service planning council with the resultant assignment of a naval
Liaison officer to the JSARCC. 190

3. RW

SAR in South Vietnam is a coordinated effort among the
USAF, U.8. Arwy, U.S. Marinas, and VNAY, Coordination ia sffected
through the JSARCC, Corps DASC's, the TACC at Tan Son Nhut, and various
othar U.8. military control agencies. r-v’coordlnation difficulcies are
experisnced. While tha VRAF is responsidle for its own SAR, their capa~
bilities are extremely limited and the USAF has had to l‘l;Il the respon-

sibilicy in thil_lrca.

7
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VIII. CONCLUSION
A. Survivabiliey
According to Major saylor Haynes, the HH-3IE is the best air-

craft for combat rescue although it does have its lhortconinis. Range
Is less of a problem; from its prasent operating bases, the HA-3E can
cover most of NVN and an air-to-air refusling capability will remove
range limictations. The probleam ls ona of survivability and reaction
time. Many airmen have been unrecoverable becauss the suvironment, by

161/

the time the helicopter arrived, was too hostile.

The problem has two parts. The first are the hasards the
pilot encounters subsequent to bailout and prior to arrival of tha
reacue force. The second involves getting the rescue force to the
écene rapidly and having it survive during the pickup phase. A solid
solution to the latter is esp;cimlly urgent because of the number of
personnel coomitted to rascue efforts. Presently, there are at least
tuelve people in the general target area, plus additional aircraft
crevs required in the RESCAP. Perhaps new concepts will golve both

parte of the problem.

Filots have had to abandon aircraft since their invention.
To date, thess airmen have falien, hopsfully, in & controllsd descent.
A davice which would slow, or allow tha pilot to better control his
descent, could be very useful. 1n slowing the descemt, it might be
possible to make an air recovery befors the pilot reaches the ground,
if specially-equipped aircraft wera orbiting nearby. ‘l'h'rmh the means
14
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of controlled descent the pilot could select the mors favorable apot
for survival and recovery. 1

The Fulton system itself is a great innovation in recovery
operations and might have some application in Southeast Asia, particu-
larly in aea rescua. Colonel Allison Brooks, the Commander of ARRS,
personally demonstrated the feasibility of thie system in Mgy 1966,
For land rescus. however, the tice raquired to drop the kit to the
downed pilct, the vulnerability of the balloon and the lov-flying pick-
up aircraft and above all, the denae jungle growth, impose savare
limitations. 18

The characteriatics of an ailrcraft providing a solution for
the second part of the problem would include spaed, armament, multi-

engines and a low silhouettas.

ARRS prasently has under study several different VTOL air-
craft which show soma pfoniu of the above characteristic., The nrin-
cipal problem is to nagate the cyclonic propeller wash of thess air-

164/

craft vhen they are in hover,

Armament such as an H.-6O machine gunor & sini-gua for the
HE-3E ia under current study, More sophisticeted armament and fira
control systems have also beer suggested. Ome 'poulbh system would
utilize ramote controlled machine guns mounted under tha haliecsptar,
which could be fired from & number of positions, including the cockpit,
Since there 1s difficulty in scquiring hostile gun positions uader thich

73
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foliage, an acoustic sensing device or flash detsctor, tied in with tha

163/

machine guns, could produce & formidable seek-and-fire aystem,

One major reason for the outstanding success of harardous
rescue missions in Southeast Asia in the slov, tough, versatile A-l
aircraft. The USAF has about 30 of these planes, the USN about a
100. Hesvy demande are made on thess aircrafr to parform many roles
in the typs of war being waged in Southeast Aeis. It is doubtful that
the SAR mission can establish a higher ptiority for these remaining
Planes over other missions. Perhaps an armed VTOL atreraft could pro-
vide its own RESCAP., But, for the immediate future, thare is nothing
to replace the A-1. As these aircrafr are depleted, eo the effective-
ness of the SAR force will be reduced. There presently exists an urgent
need to establish requirements for a follow-on aircraft. 18/

B. Night Recovary

Although the SAR forces maintain a night alert in Southeast
Awias, only recoveries under extremely favorable circumstances are
attempted. A number of recoveries have bssn made with the aid of flaras,
but the rescus force is dangarously exposed. Ths navigation problems,
alone, maka it difficult for both tha helicoptsr and the ascort aircraft
to work at night. Tha gensral sssumption has been that the pilot and
the rescua force have a better chance at firat 1ight of day. Presencly,
sevaral infra-rad, low-1ight leval TV and light iatensification systems
ara undar study. 18/ One, or sevaral of thess ehould in some measurs,
improve night capsbilities. A more precisa locating devics would improve

16
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both day and night effectivensss. A small experimental radio system has
baen developad which in effact makes tha pllot a TACAN station. The
168/
signal gives the rescus craft the rangs and asiwmuth of tha pflet.
C. VWorldwide Tactical Cavoraéa

Tha current ARRS Project 'Long Rope' pragrame ten additional

HH-3E helicopters into Southeast Asia, twe to bs located ar Udorn and
169/

eight at Da Nang. In July 1966, two of thess wers positioned at
Da Nang to supplement the HH-43 coverage of Southern Laoce and NVN, By
June 1967, the HH-3E {4 forecast to replace the HU-16's operating out
of Da Nang. With davelopment of an air-to-air refueling capability
(FC-130P and the HH-)F)} the helicopters will be able to provide adequate
coversge for the Gulf of Tonkin. Based on the current USAF flying time
per month, the current deployment tactics of the HU-16 and EH-3E, and
to allow for some night coverags, 24 helicopterd are raquired to raplaca

170/
the amphibians. Eventually, the ARRS would like to station 32 HH-]F

171/

helicoptere in Southsast Asia.

RFafualing tests, conducted with a Marine tanker aircraft and
the HH-3E, proved this concept can be successfylly implemsnted. Wo tur-
bulance or control problams were smperienced. Halisopter refusling
appearad safer and sasier than fighter refualing. i/ A tanker-control
ship could give almost unlimited rangs to'hnlicnptlra. This capability
should be reslived in Southeast Asis by essrly 1947. A ssa-to-air
rafueling eystem aleo appsars to have prosise and would provide additional
flexibilicy,

7.
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Although refualing tests have proved succeseful, a quaestion
arises concerning the replacemant of the HU-16 (a simple, highly success-
ful mode of operation) with a more complicated system, part of which has
vat to be proven in combat. Thoorcflcnlly. the new ly;tc- wvill permitc
the SARTF to penetrate NVN from the sast to make land pickups. (Howaver,
tha density of coastal anti-aircraft dafenses will limit these missions.)
[t will alsc permit improved night coverage since the HU-16 has no night
landing capability. Refueling capabilities will not greatly enhance tha
current SAR opsrations from Thailand and Laos: assuming that savaral
Lima Sites can be kapt open and secure, range is not the most relevant
limitation. Furthermore, the sltitude and spead at which helicopters
must be refueled make the operstion hazardous over mountainous and/or

hostile tarrain.

The real answar lies in a long view of search and rescue
In terms of the Gulf of Tonkin operstion, perhape the HU-16 is ae good
an ansver as lnj. However, in tarms of developiag & SAR task forcae
which can be responsive in varied geographical areas and combat situs-
tions, the new developments are very important. Thess technical inno-
vations are closely tied to future concepts of search and rescua. The
expsriencas 15 Southeast Asia have proved several important points:
First, that even when fighting s relatively unsophisticated snemy with
the most sophisticated jet afrcraft, losses can be expected. It follows
that effective SAR is, and vill continue to be, indiepensable to tactical

operations. Second, peacetime SAR and wartims GAR cannot be on the same

7



SECRET

basis. The svolution of techniquas end squipasnt during the present
conflict clearly indicate this, notwithscanding the governing policy
of AFR 55-7, Wartime Saarch and Rescue Procedures, which states:
"Wartime SAR procedures ars esssentially an extension of pescetime
procedures.” 1/ Pollowing the Korean War, the combat sircrev re-
covery requirement was deleted from the ARS miseion and combat cravse
wers denied s planned and trained rescus recovery force to mest tacti-
cal requirements. llll

For the foregolng reasuns, many of the officlr- in leader-
ship positions, in the ARRS envisage the creation of a Combat Recovery
Group which, in Colonel Beall's words,'will be a task force that goes
vheraver the action ia and have the capability for rapid expansion to
suit that action.’ -In peacerime, the group would develop new equip-
ment and techniques and deploy on exercises with tactical forces. 1In
vartime it would be a nucleous which could rapidly deploy nhy place in

176/

the world and work under the operational control of the theater comsmander,

The 3rd Aerospace Rescue Recovery Group is, perhaps, the beginning of

such apn organization.

The Joint Personnsl Recovery Center (JPRC), recently activated
in MACY MACSOG, ie designed to effect combat personnsl recovery opara-
tions after the normal SAR effort ceases. This organization is a valuablas
sdjunct to the overt BAR effort and is considered to be the type of organi-

sation referred to in the above paragraphs.
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APPENDIX ]
STAT Y
1l Aug - 31 Dec 1964
Total Saves s
1 Jan - 30 Jun 1965
Combat Saves
[n-Country k]
Out-Country 26
Non-Combar Saves
In-Country 0]
Uut-Country [
1l Jul - 3] Dec 1965
Combat Saves
In-Country 61
Out~Country 32
Non-Combatr Saves
In—Country 18
Qut-Country 1
Total Saves 1965
Combat 121
Non~Combat 27
1l Jap - 26 Jul 1966
In-Country
Missions 188
Madavac 110
SAR 78
Sorties 697 (including LBR)
Saves 187 {all by WH-4) aircraft)
Combat 177
Non-Combat 10
20

i————
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1 Jan - 26 Jul 1966 (Comt'd)

ersere—

Out~Coyntry

Missions 172
Madavac 21
SAR 145
Miac. 6
Sorties 571
Saves 109
Combat 85
HU-16 12
HH-43 28
HHE-3 L 3]
Non-Combat 14
HU-16 0
HR-43 12
HHE-3 2

Total Saves, 1 Jan - 26 Jul 1966
Combat 3194
Non-Combat 65

Downad VS Recovered Adrcrew, 3 Max - 10 Jun 1966

The period 3 Mar - 30 Jun 1966 was selected to give an indication
of the number of aircrew members recoverad aftar being shot down ovar
Laos, NVN/Gulf of Tonkin. Thess figures do not indicate the effactive-
ness of SAR, since they include those aircrew members KIA or otherwise
unrecovarable. Ko foreign military aircrews ars included.

NVN/Gulf of Tonkin

Dovmad Racovered by
USAT UBN
NVN Culf of NVR Gulf of
Tonkin Tonkin
USAF T4 8 k] - 6
USN/USMC 64 k) 3 - 18
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Downed VS Racovered Afrcrew, 3 Mgr - 30 Jup 1966 (Cont'd)
Lacas

Downed Racovered by
usAr uBC
USAF 42 14 2
USN/USHMC 7 6 -

Statistice on downed aircrew and USN Tecovary ara from PACAF Tactical
Evaluation Center Alrcraft Loss Summary Shaats., Statistics on USAF
recover are from Susmary of Air Operatioms in Southasst Asia, 3 Mar -
30 Jun 1966.
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AITRRIX 2
1CAL 1 3 Y
UNIT LOCATION
PARC Hickam AFB, Hawail Degd & Orgd & Asgd to ARS
8 Oct 61
Det 3 Tan Son Nhut AB, ®VN Dagd & Orgd 1 Apr 62

(Disc 1 Jul 65)

Det 4 Bien Hoa AB, BRVN Dagd & Orgd 20 Oct 64
(Disc 1 Jul o3)
Det 5 Da Nang Aprt, RVN Degd & Orgd 20 Oct 64
(Disc 1 Jul 63)
Det Prov Bisen Hoa AB, RVN Degd & Orgd 1 Sep 64
First Disc 20 Oct 64 (Disc Revoked)
" " Takhli AB, Thai PCS 10 Nov 64 1AW Hq PACAF MO
18, 10 Mov &4, (Disc 1 Jul 65)
Det Prov Da Nang Aprt, RVN Dagd & Orgd 1 Sep 64
Second Disc 20 Oct 64 (Disc Revoked)
' " Nakhon Phanom Aprt, Thai PCS 10 Nov 64 LAW Hq PACAT MO
18, 10 Nov 64.(Disc 1 Jul 65)
Det Prov Nakhon Phanom Aprt, Thai Degd & Orgd 1 Sep 64
Third (Disc 16 Nov 64)
" " Ubon Afld, That Dega & Orgd 14 Apr 65
{Disc 1 Jul 635)
Det Prov Korat RS1, That Degd & Orgd 1 Sap 64
Fourth (Disc 1 Jul 65)
Det Prov Udorn Afld, Thai Degd & Orgd I Hay 635
Fifth (Disc 1 Jul o5)
3 ARRGP Tan 83cm Nhut AB, RVN Orgd & Asgd to PARC 8 Jan 66
Dat 1 Da Mang Afld, RVN Degd & Orgd 8 Jan 66
Dat 2 Udorn Afld, Thai Dagd & Orgd 8 Jan 6
37 aAnms Da Meng Af14, RVN

3]

Orgd & dsgd to 1ARRGY
8 Jan &



Det

1

J8 ARRS

Det

Det

Det

Det

Det

Dat

Det

Det

Dat

Det

Det

Det

10

11

12

Prov.
First

INIT

Det Prov Firat

Det Prov Second

Det Prov Third

Det

Det Prov Fifth

Prov Fourth
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LOCATION
Udorn Afld, Thai
Tan Son Nhut AB, RVN
Nakhon Phanom Aprr, Thal
Phan Rang AB, RVN
Takhli AB, Thai
Ubon Afld, Thai
Korat RSI, Thai
Udorn Afld, Thai
Bien Hos AB, RVN
Da Nang Afld, RVN
Cam Ranh Bay AB, RVN
Plaiku Afid, RVM
Binh Tuy AB, RVN
Tuy Hoa AB, RWVN
Nha Tr;na Aprt, RVN

Cam Ranh Bay

TDY UNITS

Bien Hos, Aug 64

Da Nang, Aug 64

Rakhon Phanom, Jun 64
Ubon, Apr &5

Korat, Aug 64

Udoru, May 63

ALTION

Dagd & Orgd 8 Jan &6
Redegd & Asgd JARRGP
8 Jan &6

PCS 15 Jan 66 1AW Hq PACAY
MO 9, 30 Dec 65

Degd & Orgd 18 Jan 66
Degd & Orgd 1 Gece &5
Degd & Orgd 1 Oct 65
Degd & Orgd 18 Jan 66
Daed & Orgd B Apr 66

(Disc 15 Jan 66)

Det 1, CARC, Glasgow AFB, Mont.
Det &, WARC, Paine AFD, Wash.
Det 5, WARCC, MeChord AFB, MNash.
Dac 2, CARC, Minot AFR, N.D.

33 ARC, Mgha, Okinsws
Dat 3, CARC, Grand Torks, N.D.

Det 10,EARC Mawwell AT, Als.
Det 3, RARC Griffithe AFB, N.Y.
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1 ARC Deployment - July 1966
37 AMRS Da Nang AB 6 HU-16
Det 1 Vdorn AR C-130
38 ARRS
Det 1 Phan Rang AB 2 HH-433
2 Takhli AB 3 HH-433
3 Ubon AB 2 HH-433
4 Korat AB 2 HH-43)
5 Udorn AB 2 BR-433
8 HE-32
6 Bien Hoa AB 3 HH-43F
7 Da Nang AB & HH-437
2 HH-3K
8 Cam Ranh AB 2 HHE-433
9 Pletku A2 2 HH-43F
10 Binh Thuy AB 2 HH-43F
11 Tuy Hoa currently not cparational
12 Nha Trang 1 HHE-43B
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HH-3E . . . . . .,
HR-438 . ., ., . .,
HU-16 .

A-1E . oL L L L

HC-130H . . . , . .

UNCLASSIFIED
ArRDD 3

LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS

HE-3JE baing refueled by KC-120 . . . .

Foreat penetrator .

L L T L T T

Crewman with forest penatrator . . . ., , . .,

Pararescuemsn with pilot on forast penetrator .
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GLOSSARY

ACR - Alrcrew recovaery

AIRA - Afr attache

ARRG - Asrospace Rescue and Recovery Group
ARRS - Asrospace Reacue and Recovery Squadron
ARS - Air Rescue Service; Air Rescus Squadron
ARVN - Army of the Republic of (South) Vistnam

ASOC - Air Support COperations Center

CAP - Combat air patrol

CINCPAC - Corwander ipn Chief, Pacific Area
CINCPACAF - Commander in Chief, Pacific Air Forces
CINCPACFLT - Commander {n Chief, Pacific Flast
COMUSMACY - Military Advisory Chief, South Vietnam

CONUS - Concinental U.S.

DASC - Direct air support center
DOCO - Director of Combat Operations
FAC - Forward air controller

FIR - Flight information regions

JCE = Joint chiafs of staff

JSARCC - Joiat Services Air Rescus Coordinating Center

LBR - Local base rsecus
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MAC - Military Airlift Command

MACY -~ Sea COMUSMACY
NVN - North Vietnam
05C - On-the-scane commander

PACAF - Headquarters, Pacific Alr Forces
PARC ~ Pacific Alr Rescua Canter
PDJ - Plaine des Jarres (Plain of Jars, Lacs)

PJ ~ Paramedic

RCC - Rescue crew commander

RESCAP - Aflr rescue combat patrol
RESCORT - Air rescue escort aircraft
RLAF - Royal Laotian Air Force

RO - Radar operator

RTAF - Royal Thai Air Force

RVN - Republic of (South) Vietnam

SAR - Search and rascue

SARCC - Search and Rescue Coordinating Center
SARTF - Search and Reecus Task Porce

SEA - Scutheast Asia

SVN - South Viatnam

TACC ~ Tactical Air Control Ceater

TUOC - Tactical unit operstions center
" 98
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USIS - U.S. Information Servica

VNAF - (South) Vietnamese Air Force



—
(W]
-

—
s
~~

|

—
wun
-~

—
o
~—

—
~
~

i

—_
]
~

—
~D
—

]
f=J
S

!

[aF]
o

2

UNCLASSIFIND

USAF SEARCH & RESCUE IN SOUTHFAST ASIA

(Reterences as noted pro-ided tn cne LIpy to AFCHO and in DOPEC file.)

(S}

(S)

(c)

(%)

(<)

(5)

(s)
{s)
(8)

(8}

FOOTNOTES
MATS SO G-27, 25 Mar 62, Do, .,
Interview, Mu3, A, W. Saunders by Mr . K. Sams, 1 Jul 64,
Mission Narrative. Det 3 Man A7, R Apr b3,
SAR Monthly and Weekly Activity Reports, 1963-19%64,
Migsion Narrative, Det J Msn "4, 14 lan 64,
Interview, See Foctpote ?, ahbove.
Mission Narrartive, Det 3, Msn #16, 26 Mar 64,

Thid.

Interview, See Footnote 2, above.
l1hid.

Ler, Cmdr 2AD (2CCR) to MAUV-J-!, Subj:'"Ground Suppart of
SAR Endeavor,’' 24 Apr 6%, Doc., 2.

Ltr, Ma; Saunders to 2AD (20DC), Sub::'™Mission #11, 8 Mar 64"
12 Mar 64,

Ibid.

Ler, C€mdr 2AD to MACV-102, 24 apr 695, Doc. 2,

Ibid.

b1

[+9

Ibid.

Misslon Martative, Det 2 Msn 43, 9 Mar 63; Cmdr's Monthly Lrr,
Maf Trexler to Col Derck, Cmdr PARC, 31 Mar 63.

Misslon Narravive, Det 3 Men #38, 14 Dec 63,
Mission MNarrative, Det 3 Man F6, LB Jan b4,
History, 2AD, Jul-Dec 64, Vol III, p 33,

History, 2AD, Jul-Dec 64, Vel Ili, p 37,
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Ibid,

s

History, 2AD, lul-Dec 64, Vol 11, p 38.

Ler, Maj Saunders to 2AD (20DC), Subi: "Request for
Asaistance,” 3 Aug 63,

Ltr, Ma] Tretler to 2AD (20DC), 22 Mar b3; Ler, LtCol Fowler,
Dep Dir AOC, to 2AD (20DC), Subj: "Comments on LtCol Cibson's
End of Tour Report,’ 16 Aug 63,

Interview, See Footnote 2, above.

Ibid.

Cmdr’s Monthly Lcr, Maj Trexler to Col Derck, Cmdr PARC,
3] Mar 631,

Ltr, LiCol Fuwler to 20DC, 16 Aug 63,
Interview, See Footnote 2, above,
2AP SAR Requirements for RVN, prpd by Maj Saunders, Aug 63,

Ler, Cmdr 2AD (2CCR) to 13AF, PACAF, Sub}): Requlrements f{or
Profesnional Rescue Forces in RVN, 7 Nov 63.

Mag, PACAF to CSAF, PFDOP 3006, 2902052 lan 64,
History, 2AD, Jan-Jun 64, Chap Ome, p 108,
Interview, See Footnote 2, above.

Ibid.

Report, Project CHECO, Part IV ' Command Structure Relation-
ships,' Oct 1961-Dec 1963.

Incterview, See Footnote 2, above,
Mag, PACAF to 13AF, PFODC 1-732, 3001122 Apr 64,
Report, Project CH!.CO, “"Oparations in Thailand 1964-65," p 109.

Ler, Historian ARRS to 3ARRG, 29 Jun 66; (C) Atch 3, "Chrono-
logicsl Buildup in SEA," Dog. 3.

1bid.
Ibid,

End of Tour Report, Capt Prince, Cadr Dat Prov Pourth,
18 Jan 65,
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History, 38ARS, Oct-Dec 65, p 4; (S§) Msg, Det 3 to Det
Prov Firat, et atl, S0145, 72601107 Dac 64 .

MATS S0 G-131, 16 Sep 64, Doc, 4.

Ltr, Col Derck, Cmdc PARC, to LtCol Krafka, Cmdr Det 3,
3N Dec K4,

Interview, Capt Nadler (RCC) and Capt Murden (Pilot), Det 6,
IBARRS, 15 Jun 66

MATS SO G-39, 12 Apr 65.
Cmdr's Monthly Ltr, LtCol Krafka to Col Derck, & Mar 65,
History, JBARS, Jul-Sep 65, p 2.

Ltr, PARC (PRCPL) to 7AF, Subi: ‘SAR 1n SEA,” 12 Jul 66,
Atch 13: Maintenance Summary, Doc. 5.

End of Tour Report, Capt Prince; (§) Ler, Col Derck to LtCol
Krafka, 20 Nov 64; Interview with Capt Nadler, RCC, Det 6,
IBARRS, 1S Jun 66,

Msg, Net 3 to ARS, 50129, 040620Z Nov 64 (S) Msg, Det 3
to ARS, 50134, 040925Z :ov 64; (S) Ltr, PARC to 7AF,
12 Jul 66, Atch 13.

Ler, Recommendation for Disct. Unit Cit. for JBARRS,
21 Secp 65, Doc. 6. .

Ibid.

——

o

Ibid.

Ibid.

Cmdr's Monthly Ltr, Col Beall, Cmdr 3ARRG to Col Brooks, Cmdr,
ARRS, 5 Mar 66,

History, 2AD, Jul-Dec 65, Vol II, pl.

Hiastory, 38ARS, Jul-Sep 65, p 3.

Msg, 2AD to PACAF, DOPR 03177, Aug 65,

Cmdr's Monthly Ltr, Col Beall to Cmdr, ARRS, 9 Fab 66,
Intervievw with Maj Haynes, Cmdr Det 5, JBA;RS. 30 Jun 66,
History, 38ARS, Oct-Dec 65, p 4.

Command History, MACV 1964, p 87..
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History, JBARS, Oct-Dec 65; History, 3JARRG, Jan-Mar 66;
History, JARRG, Apr-Jum 66,

History, 3ARRG, Jan-Mar 66, p 2.
Ltr, Col Derck to LtCol Krafka, 10 Dec 64,
MAC S0 C-163, 1 Dec 65,

ARRS Projected Rqmts Study II, May 66; Interview with Col
Beall, Cmdr JARRS, 28 Jul 66.

Interview with LtCol Vette, Cmdr 37ARRS, 12 Jul 66.

Report, Project CHFC(,. "Yankee Team, May 64-Jun 65,' Mar 66,
p 1.

Report, Prolect CHECO, "USAF Operations From Thailand, 1964-
65," p 104,

Debriefing of Lt Klusmann by CINCPACFLT, pp 13-14: (S$) SARCC
Log, Man #25, 6 Jun 64; (U) Report, Ailr America SAR, by Mr.
Moher, 10 Jun 64,

Report, Project CHECO, "Yankee Team, May 64-Jun 65, péh.

Report, Preject CHECO, “Escalation of the War, Jul-Dec 64,
p 151,

Log, SARCC, 6 Jun 64; (S) Meg, CTG 77.4 to USAIRA Vientiane,
1107522 Jun 64; (S) Msg, CINCPAC to 2AD, 0610202 Jun 64.

Debriefing, CINCPACFLT, p 14.

Msg, AMFMB Vientiane to CINCPAC, 071530Z Jun 64; Air America
SAR Report by Mr, Cook, 10 Jun 64,

log, SARCC, Man #26, 7 Jun 64.

Msg, CTGC 77.4 to USAIRA, Vientiane, 1107522 Jun 64,

Report, Air America SAR, by Mr, Estus, 10 Jun 64.

Report of Staff Vieit, LtCol Whisner (20DC) to 2CCR, 22 Jun 64,

Meg, 2AD to Det 1, I5TacGp, 20DC 1221, Sep 64: (TS) Report,
Project CHECO, "Operations from Thailaad," p 109,

Ses Footnote 75, sbove; pp 109-110,

(TS) Mag, AMPMBR Viantiana to SecState, Dapt 316, 1B12142 Aug 64

(TS)

See Footnote 78, above; p 16}.
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{TS) Mag, MACV ro 2AD, MaC)} 114937, 1405297 Jun 64,
(TS) See Footnote 75, above; p 110,

(S8} Msg, IITF ASOC to 2AD ASOC 11298, 2112552 Jun 65.
(TS) Msg, MACV (o ZAD, MACJ 312 21430, 2310402 Jun &5.
{TS) Mag, SecState to AMEMB Vientiane, 92/0520072 Aug 65,
(TS) Msg, PACAF to 2AD, DOP 30348, 2903402 Jun 65,

(TS) Msg, AMFMB Vientiane to 2AD, 2510572 Jun 65,

(S8) Interview with Ma Williams, Opns Off, 602ACS, 30 Jun 66;
(5) 2AD OPORD 431-66, 15 Jan 66,

Interview with Mr. Rock, Air America FIC Dir, 1 Juyl 66,
(5) Msg, 2Al to Dep Umdr 2AD (That}, ZDOPR 02642, Jul 65,
€S} Ler, Dep Cmdr, ZAD/13AF (Thal) to Cmdr 2AD, Subj: "SAR

Hission, 6 Nov 653, yndtd, Doc, 75 (8) History, 3BARS,

Oct-Dec A5,

Ibid.
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{S8) History, 3BARS, Oct-Dec 1965, p 6a.

Ibid.

Interview with Lt Gdilmlrtin, RCC, Det 5, 3BARRS, 28 Jun 66.
Ibid.

(5) Ltr, ARRS (ARCOIH) to JARRG, Subj:'Historical Data on ARRS
Units in SEA,"” 29 Jun 66, Atch 2, Doc. 3.
L

(S} Lltr, Dep Cadr, 2AD (2DCTDM) to 2AD, Subj: '"Rescue Airborne
Command Post,’ undtd.
Monthly Operations Summary, IAD, Apr 66,

Tnterview with Maj Frwin,
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Interview with Cal Beall.

(S) Telecon, 2AD to DXC2AD/LJAF Thailand, VC 113, Feb 66; (S)
Lte, Cmdr 3JARRC to 2AD (D0), 27 Feb 66.

(S) Msg, AIRA Vientiane to Dep Cmdr 2aD/13AF, 03330, Sep 65,
Interview with Lt Lullmarcin.

[nterview with Ma, Young, 7AF (DIP), 16 Jun 66.

(TS) Msg, MACV ro JCS, 250000, Jun 65,

(S) Debriefing, CINCPACFLT, p 449,
The Vietnam Cuardian, 30 .Jul 66, p 8.

(5) History, JARRG, Apr-Jun 66, p 13,

(5} Mission Narrative, Capt Kamhoot, RCC, Msn 2-3-13, 19 Feb 66,

(S) Misafon Narratives: Capt Matthews (RCC Jolly Green 55), Msnp
2-3-46-22 Apr 66; Lt Kimsey (RCC Jolly Green 52}, Man 3-2-46-
22 Apr 6b6: Capt Furman (RCC Joliy Green 53), Msn 2-3-46-22 Apr
66; Lt Kimsey (RCC Jolly Green 51), Men 2-3-46-23 Apr 66,
PACAF F&F Report #44, 2 May 64, PACAF (DIOE).

{(5) Misslion Narrattve, Capt Furman, RCC, Msn Der 2-3-53-10 May 66.

(S) Miasalun Natidtive, Ma)] Stearman, RCC, -Msn Det2-3-64-30 May &b,

(S) Fnd of Tour Repurt, BrigGen Murphy, Asst DC 7AF/13AF,
Thailand, 15 Jun b66,

Interview with Lt Guilmartin.
(5) History, 3BARS, Jul-Sep 65, Dct-Dec 65.
(S) JSARCC Statiscical Summary, 1966 {unpublished).

Telecon, Maj Haynes to LtCol Karschner, Chief JSARCC,
29 Tul Ak,

(TS) Report, Project CHECO, "USAF Reconnaissance in SEA," Oct 66,
(TS) Msg, COMSEVENFLT to CINCPACFLT, 2702582 Feb 65.

($) History, 3ARRG, Jan-Mar 66 & Det 1, JARRG, Jan-Jun 66.

(S) Mission Narrative, Men Det 1-3-16-14 Mar 66,

() Miseion Narrative, Msn Det 1-3-39-1 Jul 66.

1bid.
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History, 38ARS, Jul-Sap 65, Oct-Dec 65,

Statistical Summary, JSARCC, 1966 (unpublished).
History, 38ARRS, Jul-Sep 65, pJ.

History, Det 6, J8ARRS, Apr-Jul 66.

Interviev with Maj. Young,

Interview with Maj Kessler, 15 Jun 66,

Miswpion Narrative, Msn 3R-1055-23 Oct 65, Capt, Potter.
Log, JSARCC, l4-15 Jun 66,

End of Tour Report, Capt Wilson, DCO-I, 21 Jun 65,

Msg, PARC to Det 4, et al, DOARH 50174, 1902072 Dec 65,

Mission Narrative, Msn Det 6-38-80-1] Apr 66; (S) History,
JARRG, Apr-lun 66, p 28.

History, 3ARRG, Apr-Jun 66.
Meg, Det 2, IBARRS to Hq USAF, 160720Z Jun 66,
Statistical Summary, JSARCC, 1965-66 (unpublished).
PACAFR 55-90, 2 oct 63.
!

Memo, prpd by LtCol Peterson for LtCen Mcore, DOPR-S5, 1B May ﬁk.

Manual, 7AF 55-1, SEA SARTF Procedures, Nov 65,

PACAFR 55-90, 10 Mar 66.

Interview with BrigCen Murphy.

Interview with Capt Arauj.

Comdr ‘s Monthly Ltr, Col Beall to Col Brooks, 5 Apr 66,
Interview with LtCol Karschner.

Interviev with Maj nynll.

Interviev with BrigGen Murphy.
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Interview with Coi Beall,
A%RS Projected Tequlrements Study 11, May 66.

Ler, LtCol Rudelph, ARRS (PCS/Plans), to Col Beall, 29 Dec 65;
Interview with Col Beall.

Interview with LiCoel Ryan, 3JARRG Opns Off, 28 Jul 66,
Ltr, Cmdr ARRS te Col Beall, 13 Apr 66,

Interview with Maj Haynes.

ARRS Programming Plan 571 A, May 66,

Interview with Col Ryan.

ARRS Srudy I, May 66, p V-5,

Ltr, Cal Rudolph to Col Beall, 29 Daec 65.

Interview with Col Beall.

Ltr, Col Beall to ARRS, 'International Letter,’ unded; (C)
AFR 55-7, 13 Aug 65.

ARPS Study II, May 66, p II-5,

Ltr, Col Beall to ARRS, undtd.
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