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The RESCORT and/or RESCAP then took necessary actions to suppress the hostile 
octlvlly. When lhe low helicopter was able to safely hover over thesur­
vivor. the flight mechanic or designated hoist operator provided directional 
information to the pilot to position the aircraft for the recovery. In the 
event the survivor was seriously injured or disabled. a PJ was lowered to 
assist in the recovery. 

After the survivor had been recovered. the helicopters were escorted 
to a safe area by the RESCORT airer ' .• The PJ or medical technician aboard 
the Jolly Green .dminhtered necessary did to the survivor while the flight 
mechanic checked the helicopter for damage. Based on tbe condition of the 
survivor and the helicopter. the pilot informed the AM( in King as to his 
intentions and requirements. NOI~lly. the helicopter returned to its point 
of departure; however. fuel status. weather. or the condition of the survivor 
could be cause for deviation. 

RESCORT Aircraft. The functions of the RESCORT aircraft were threefold: 
first, locate and identify the survivor(s). second, detect .nd suppress 
enemy activities which might interfere with the recovery effort. and finally. 
provide protection for the helicopters enroute to, during. and froM the pickup 
attempt. Normally, four A-l Sandy aircraft (two flights of two) were used 
to support a pair of Jolly Greens. The two flights were referred to as Sandy 
Low and Sandy High and were scraMbled individually as.fllghts or silUl­
taneously with the 1le11copteM, One pilot of the Sandy Law el_nt acted 
as the OSC and. unless Specifically clNred to dO so by the NI:, the Jolly 
Green would not Itte~t I pickup without a Sandy OSC In pllC., 
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The Sdndy High element was responsible for escorting the recovery 
helicopters to and from the recovery site. Sandy High lead was responsible 
for navigating and controll ing the furmation up to the arrival at the Initial 
Point (IP) during ingress. Upon drrivdl at the holding point, the Sandy 
High pilot directed the Jollys into an orbit at a given altitude, providing 
a fix either in relation to navigational aids or by reference to a geographical 
area. Tile following functions were then acco"1>l1shed by Sandy High as soon 
as practicable: 

(1) Obtained altitude and temperature at the recovery Site from the OSC for use by the Jolly Greens. . 

(2) Insured, through the AMC in King that, if needed, Combat Air Patrol aircraft were on the sc,ne for protectIon against enemy aircraft. 
(3) Briefed Jollys on the recovery area, including ene~ positions, E&E areas, and appl1cahle tactics. 

When a pickup attempt was to be made, Sandy Hi,h moved the Sandy/ 
Jolly formation as close to thE! recovery site as possible without c"",,ro" 

mising the safety of the Jollys. When directed by Sandy low, Sandy High 
descended for an on-scene briefing while Sandy High wing and the Jollys 
held in orbit and monitorod the briefing, visually relating it to the .re •• 
After the briefing, San~ High returned to the orbit point and gave the Jollys 
a coqll ete briefi ng on the survivor's location" the area defenses, and the 
procedures to be used during the pickup atte"1>t. Upon the execution order, 
Sandy High flight went into a protective fo~tion and San~ High was 
responsible for plaCing the Jollys over the IP at the time, altitude, and 
airs peed reque·s ted by Sa ndy Low. 
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When scrambled, the Sandy Low element went directly to the SAR area. 

Enroute, Sandy Low queried King and other agencies for current and complete 

info~t;on on the survivor, we~ther and terrain at the scene. cI11519ns of 

other aircraft in the area, and what progress had already been made. After 

becoming OSC, Sandy Low's primary responsibility was to direct and coordinate 

the entire rescue operation. 

The fir<! major ta<k for the OSC was to locate the survivor. When In 

the survivor's general area, Sandy Low conducted an electronic search. He 

attempted to contact the survivor on beeper or voice to further reduce the 

searcll area through Uirection Finder (OF) steers or through diN!ctions 

received from the survivor. Once in the immediate vicinity, Sandy could 

furtllcr pin-point the location hy: 

I. visually locating the downed aircraft, or the survivor's paraChute. 

2. having the survivor advise him When he was overhead. 

3. h?villg tl .. survivor use signaling devices. 

Radio contact with the survivor also enabled Sandy Low to learn the sur­

vivor's condition and to gain infonnation on enemy defenses In the area. 

After locating the survivor, Sandy Low was faced with probably the 

most difficult decision in combat operations. He had to detenwlne when and 

If it would be safe enough to c~lt the Jolly Green to the pickup attempt. 

He had help from the FAe and the AHC, but the decision was ultl .. tely his. 

The degree of hostile opposttlon was the primary factor Indetennfnfng the 

duratiOn of the SAR attempt, and could extel\l It 1l"0III" a few hours to several days, 
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L ven if the enemy hod not fi red on Sandy Low duri ng the 1 Dca t i on of 
the survivor. the 50ndy pi.lot nOr'll1dlly had to assu'" that thpre would bo 
opposition to the rOHue attempt. In determining the extent, the OSC first 
made high-speed passes over the area while his wingman and the FAC looked 
for groundfi re. I f heavy res is tance .. as met, the OSC 1 eft the area .. hile 
strikes .. ere put in on the enemy pOSitions. On the other hand if little 
resistance .. as encountered, Sandy La .... as r~quired to fly through the area 
101< and Slow. "trolling" for enemy fire. Based on .. h.t he determined the 
situation to be at that time, the OSC either decided to continue to strike 
the area or to attempt the pickup. 

An experienced Sandy Low pilot. Captain Randy Jayne, in discussfng 

the proper time for the OSC to order the beginning of the pickup attempt, 
said: 

W 

W11~'~; ~IO/'( 're deai.di~I:} it's time to Fi~J.:. the ifUY u.p, 
yO/..4 have to be vel'"'!t caNfl.tl--yolJ. have to be 8td'e you hal'e BUppJ1i'88e(~' tilL fire as muah as yvU aan. If Ule 
enc"'b" is not go~ng to shoot at YOll. arlJ is goi~IB to 
wit [or the Iidi<Jopter, it c>onrpZieateB the problem. But, yak put this probte~ together with the [act that 
"""",time you aN goi"g to l'WI akt o[ vour "'''' iJ8Bets-­both A-IB and yoW' [ut-mouing ol'dnance BUppal't. Thsn Vak are faoed wi th a tOUgh de"'-Bion as to when to atte"'f't a piakup. $omctime. ~'(litinq is goinfl to klU't you. If you've HZZed a certain ~r of the enemy and .UtmCfld a certain numbor of guns, then wit without putting in a 
aontinuoUB stream of o~, the bad li"'ye MOil bring 
in some ""'N 8 tuff. In fOUI' hakl'B it may b. <.lOre' than 
it i. """'. It '. a hard dociBion to make and ~ that nubody can make but the li"'Y that 'B down there as OSC. 
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Unce he hud decided to beg,n a pickup attempt, the OSC would: 

I. launch support aircraft in sufficient time to participate in the 

pi ckup attempt. i 
2. continue air rikes to keep pressure on the enemy. 
3. bracket the su ivor's position with visual marks for the Jolly. 

One mark was placed on a straight line from the IP through the suryivor's 
location and a second mark was placed 200-300 meters past the suryivor. 

4. br1ef Sandy High and the support flight leaders On their role in 
the pickup attempt. 

5. brief the surviYor on the pickup attempt and what would be expected 
of him. 

6. plan to use at least the Sandy ordnance as preyentiye suppression 
from the IP through the pickup and egress eyen if opposition had not been 
pr.,.nt. On any opposed SAR or when oppOSition was expected, the use Of a 
smoke screen and/or riot control agents was considered. 

When possible during an opposed rescue attempt, the following tactics were 
used: the fast-moYers were flown in a racetrack pattern on the IIIOSt appro-
priot •• ide of the run-in heoding (terrain, .. other, and ene~ gun positions 
being taken into consideration). the support slow-moyers flew an orbit On 
the other side of the run-in heading and the Sandy High flight plus Sandy 
Low wing formed a daisy chain around Jolly low. When the c~nd of execute 
was given by Sandy low, the strike aircraft concentrated their fire On the 
known and actiYe enemy positions while the support slow-moyers dispensed 
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their special ordnance. as directed and then entered a fire suppression pattern 
on their side. At the sa ... till1l', tho low .lolly .... l.d ov.r the IP by Sandy 
Hlgh where lontrol waS passod to S.ndy low. 

As Jo lly Low approached the sun i vor, ground fi re was ca 11 ed oot from 
his 12 O'clock position. At the proper time, Sandy low directed the survivor 
to pop his smoke and vectored Jolly to a hover over tIM! survivor. During this 
process, the survivor, the Jolly crew, or Sandy High could assist in directing 
the Jolly over the survivor. Sandy low remained out of the sandy daisy chain 
so that 1M! could supervise the operation while the other three Sandy< laid 
down suppressive ordnance during the ingress, pickup, and egress. Once the 
survivor was onboard, Jolly tooK the briefed egress heading and was escorted 
out of the area. 

When the SAR forces were clear, remaining ordnance could be used on 
still active en~ positions. Finally, King .ould inventory the forces to 
determine that each partiCipant was oot of the area and could be expected 
to return safely to his base. 

Forward Air Controllers. The FAC had always been a valuable menber 
of the SAR team. Frequently he was already in position, or I short 
distance away, and knew the area better than the Sandy pilots. In cases 
where the FAC WIS on the scene prior to the Sandys. he begin the SAR opera­
tion in gener.lly the .. _ MInner as WlS described for Sandy Low. During 
the early stages of a SAR ~lsslon. the FAt: 
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1 .• "isted in pinpointing the survivor's location. 

2. provided the OSC with first-hand knowledge of the SAR area. 

3. dssisted in locating enemy guns and troops. 

4. control led air strikes to suppress enemy opposition. 

5. assisted in the selection tlf ingress/egress routes and the best 

local E&E areaS. 

6. acted as a communications link with th! survivor. 

When the OSC began locating the survivor or trolling for ene~ guns, 

the FAC held high to observe ene~ reaction. When guns were pinpointed, 

the FAC could be assigned specific targets or areas for air strikes. During 

the pickup attetlPt the FAe was placed overhead to spot groundfire and to act 

as a radio relay if needed. 

Support A-Is. Some A-Is were used in the strike/smoke/riot control 

agent configuration in support of the SAR effort. The. strike configured 

aircraft ~r. used for the suppression of hostile guns or .ctivity which 

presented a threat to the survivor or the Jolly Green. The s80ke/riot 

control aircraft were normally held· on the ground until a pickup attMpt "as 

forecast by Sandy Low. They .... re scra..,led by Sandy low In amph tl ... to 

reach the scene for a briefing prior to the order to execute. 

During strongly opposed rescue operations, the SIKlk.· A-ls IIItre usld 

to bui I d a will of s80ke bet_ tile lnetI\Y and the swrvlvor. Great clre had 

to be exercised to place the sllDke so tlloat It _ld not drift over tIM 

survivor's location, thereby haqperlng the pickup attelpt. The accuracy of 
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the A-l enabled the riot control agents to be placed very near to, or even 
on the survivor if the ,ituation .o'Tonted. All the support aircraft could 
be used in d fire suppression role during the dctual pickup attempt if so 
briefed by Sandy Low. 

Pedroso Although not a component of the normal SARTf, the HH-43 Pedros 
were available for aircrew recovery m1s~ions. When 14unched on a recovery 
mission, the Pedro proceeded to the scene via a nonhostile routing at a 
safe altitude and held in a safe location until the permissiveness of the 
re$cue area could be assessed. Based on intelligence and FAC information. 
the aircraft commander of the Pedro determined whether the area was per­
missive enough to allow a rescue attempt. Certain limitations were imposed 
on the use of the Pedro helicopters for aircrew recovery operations: 

1. R@covery from areas detenmined to be hostile would be attempted only after additional resources were available on the scene. 
2. Rescue operations more than 10 mil.s off-shore were considered to be extended overwater missions and required Inother aircraft for navigation­communications assistance and rescue coordination in the event the Pedro was forced to ditch. 

3. Night recovery .issions in RVN beyond 10 miles frotn the launch base or into known high threat areas would not be attempted without JRCC approval. 

C~tlD ANO CONTROL 

Ouring actual or proposed SARoperations, control of participating forces 
was exercised by the C~nder, 7AF through the 7AF JRCC in 'accordance with 
agreements made with commanders for forces providing SAR support. Whenever 
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possible. SAR operational control of forces in the search arels was vested 

in the JRCC/RCC. AI«:. or 05(. as appropriate. Operational control of the 

forces .nroute to and fr~ the search areas was vested in the parent organi­

zations. 

In transferring control of any element of the SAR force. explicit terms 

were used so that there could be no doubt concerning control authority 

and mission supervisory re$2~nsibility. Transfer of control could be made 

based on any of a number of reasons, including geographical considerations, 

and predominance of forces belonging to a certain service. When an agency 

other than the JRCC/RCC was controlling a SAR mission, procedures insured 

that timely, accurate progress reports were forwarded to the JRCC. It 

was stressed that c~nders who committed forces to the SAR operations 

would not withdraw those forces without notifying the controlling agency 

and receiving acknowledgement. 

Airborne Mission Commander. The AM( was delegated the IMmediate 

operational control over the airborne SAR forces engaged in a rescue 

mission. Located Iboard an HC-130P King aircraft which was extensively 

equipped with electronic search and communications gear. he was the airborne 

communications and control extension of the JRCC. The kings.ere positioned 

at orbit points which could be moved as the misSion dictated to maintain 

coanunications with the strike lircraft, the 05C, and the JRCC/RCC. The 

AMC monitored and controlled the SAR effort by: 
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1. establishing the location Of the objective. 

2. appointing an ose as soon as practical. 

3. obtaining forces and equipment required for the rescue/recovery 
operation. 

4. providing navigational and intelligence aid to the SARfF. 
5. monitoring the weather-. 

6. providing a long-rang€ communlcatlons capability. 

7. controlling and maintainin. mission and communications discipline. 
S. obtaining and committing secondary SAR forces as required for misSion 

pru~ecution. 

Communications. More than for any other combat operation, effective 
use of available communications was required during a SAR miSSion to insure 
success. Each set of frequencies was used for a specific purpose and the 
OSC attempted to enforce strict radiO discipline at all times. During a 
SAR, the various radios were used as follows: 

1. UHF: Since most of the fast movers were equipped with UHF only, it wa, the pri~ry radio for conmunication between the FAe, King, and the strike aircraft. The strike lir­craft cOQmitted to a SAR made initial contact with King on a standard SAR UHF 'requency. When It •• s decided to employ the s'rlke aircraft, King sent them to • dis-creet FAC frequency for control. 

2. GUARD: Except for emergencies, Guard channel was used exclusively b'y the survivor, Sandy Low, and the Jolly Greens. Other me.bers of·the SAR force did not use it without first clearing through Sandy Low. Prior to the pickup .tte.pt SancU' Low took .11 Sandys .nd Jollys over to Guard lor its use IS the pd .. ry channel. The entire force MOnitored Gulrd during the pickup .tt.lpt. 
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3. VHF: VHF was the primary inter-SAR force radio, especially for King. Although Sandy Low normally had his VHF turned d~, he could be reached through his wii1gmant. It was spec1f1cally used for the general SAR force briefing prior to the pickup. 

4. AM: FM was primarily used for interflight coordina­tion. The normal SAR FH frequency was used by king, the Jollys, and the Sandy High element. Sandy Low element and the support flights each had their own discreet AM frequency. 

(Author's note: Except for the passage taken from an Intervlpw with 
Captain Jayne, the proce~."g discussion on Tactics and Co_nd and Control 
was extracted from 7AF Hanual 64-1, dated 15 January 1971. Although con-
siderably condensed. it was intended that the foregoing would acquaint the 
reader with the bas i c respons i bi11ti es of each element in the SARTF and the 
callsi9ns used during the reporting period. The purpose served should be 
that the following presentation on actual SAR missions and pending changes 
to basic concepts will be mor. easily understood.) 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

During 1971 and the first quarter of 1972, the JARRGp was credited 
with 184 combat saves, bringing its total for the war to 2,348. During 
the same 15 months, 127 non-combat saves were aCCOMplished, which brought 

W that total for the war to 1,133. (See Figure 3 for corilat and non-
combat saves.) 

The accounts of the SAR operations in SEA all .. ke exciting reading, 
but those discussed In this report were chosen because they were either 
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3ARRGp RESCUES· 

~!.B. Apr-Jun 71 Jul-Sep 71 Oct-Dec 71 Jan-liar 72 

Cori>at Saves 60 26 19 47 32 

Non-Cont>at Sives 15 26 45 23 18 

Total 75 52 64 70 50 

Total Saves (1 Jan 71-31 liar 72) 311 

Tota 1 Saves (Since 1 Dec 64) 3,480 

·Nu .... rs presented continued to be·updated and offer only. close ipproxllMtlon. 

Sourc.: lARRGp Histories 
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more difficult than the others, were unusual for some reason, or resulted 

in proposed changes in concepts and tactics. 

Ashcan 01 

On the morning of 10 December 1971, Ashcan 01, an F-105G out of Karat 

RTAFB, was downed by a SAM in the MIl Gia Pass. The pilot, Major Robert E. 

Belli, had received launch indications and had started evasive action when 

his aircraft waS hit. The aircraft went immediately out of control and Major 

Belli called for the backseater to get out while he (Major Belli) went for 

his ejection handle •. Major Belli recAlled thH the negative "G" forces 

made it almost impossible to reach the handles, but "I do remetlber finally 

grabbing them. And that '5 all 1 do rCllember until 1 woke up on tile ground. 

Major Belli's impact with the trees was so great that his parachute 

was torn in half and he was completely separated from the shroud lines. 

When he awoke, approximately 15 minutes after his ejection, he discovered 

that he had a badly broken arm and a dislocated knee. The injuries 

inmobl1ized him and, in his own words, "I knew that 1 was going to stly 

right there until either they rescued me or somethl,ng else happened." 
lli 

Word was received at NKP on Ashcln Ol's plight at 1027, and the Jolly 

Greens were scrambled with Jolly Green 52 to act as low aircraft. When the 

Jolly Greens arrived at the scene, it was learned that neither the OV-10 

Nail FAe nor the Sandy had been able to locate the survivor due to poor 

weather. In the i_diate area of the survivor, the weather was cot1!pletely 
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overcdst with bases of the clouds extending to the ground. Winds were 

from the northeast, gusting to over 30 knots. 
§JJ 

Jolly Green 52 locdted d hole in the clouds about three miles south­

west of the survivor and descended below the overcast. Each attempt to head 

north toward the survivor was met with a wall of clouds and on many occa­

sions, while looking for a clear route, the helicopter waS forced to climb up 

through the clouds. Attempts from the north were barred by 6,OOO-foot 

mountains, while the ridge that the survivor was on precluded attempts from 

the west. 
~ 

At one time, a SAM passed within 200 feet of Jolly Green 52 and on 

four other occasions, the Jolly received hits from automatic groundfire 

after drifting over Mu Gia Pass. Another flight of Jolly Gree~s arrived 

in the area and became the target for several SAM firings. As the after­

noon progressed, weather conditions worsened in the arel and it was decided 

at 1730 to call off the SAR effort for the day. Sandy gave Ashcan 01 bed­

down instructions and insured him that the SARTF would be back· first thing· 

the next morning. With the weather and the approaching darkness, the 

survivor allowed that there ~s not much that could be done about it and 
W 

he settled down for th, night awaiting first lfght. 

The Sandys and the Jollys held I _ting at NKP that night to discuss 

the best III!thod of operation for the nelt day's effort. It was deterwilM!d 

at that tilll! that there just was no better way to do it except wait for the 

weather to illlprove. Later that night, however, Major Kenneth Ernest, the , 
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pilot of Jolly Green 52 scheduled for the Jolly Green Low position the follow­

Ing morning, called a meeting of his crew to brief a tactic that had never 
70/ 

been tried before. Major Ernest told the author:--

We jus t decided to go itl in the weather--in a hovel' 
Mght on the trees. t:ve"Ytme!JaB briefed OPt just hOlJ 
1 wanted oW' position passed. We knew at times that 
ther" wouLd just be one person IJho would hav<J tight Of 
d tree, and eve"Ybody eLse ",ouLd be IFF. and I """,ld Just 
fly on that em. 1"'l'S"". If some""e .ighud ."""'thi"9 
on one side of thtt airpZane 01' in the .r6CU' he tJould Bay 

"clear" in that aJ'ea. That "",uLd mean he had ."""'thi"9 
in sight 'hen he 1JO,,!d stll1't giving """",. TAtft five feet" 
and I'd h~ve "'lI eyed out front hoping I rould oateh 
c'omethin!]. And then IJ8 l.!OU!d leap to it and lJait for 
something e l.8e to clear in Front and then Leap to that 
tree. 

The SARTF arrived back on the scene at 0545, 11 December, and awaited 

first light. Major Ernest's crew in Jolly Green 30 (Jolly Low) secured a 

doppler fix from over the survivor's poslt10n to a1d 1n returnlng to hlm 

and, since the weather was about the same as tfle day before, Jolly ·Green 

30 descended through a hole in the clouds and began searchlng. Beglnnlng 

his run-In to Ashc.n 01 from about two miles southWest, ~Jor Ernest was 

IFR and required assistance in 10catlng the survlvor. The asslstance was 

provided by a Sandy and a Pave Hall. The Sandy orblted behlnd the Jolly 

Green and prov1ded head1ngs for the JOlly through d1rect1on f1nder 

cuts with the survlvor. The Pave Ilall orblted 90 degrees off the Jolly's 

track and monitored the angle between OF cuts on the survlvor and on the 

"" 111, 
?11 
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In this manner, Jolly Green 30 slowly made its way fl'Olll tree to tree 

toward Ashcan 01 Alpha. Along the way, the parachute of Ashcan 01 Bravo 

(the backseater) was discovered. A flight surgeon aboard Jolly Green 30 

determined that the man (who had by then been hanging in his parachute 

harness for over 20 hours, suspended in a tree, with the wind causing 

him to swing against the tree trunk) was not alive. An unenviable decision 

had to be made at that time by Major Ernest. To retrieve the body would require 

lowering a PJ on Jolly Green 30's only penetrator. With the gusting winds 

making the helicopter difficult to control, this meant risking the life of 

the PJ and losing the penetrator. Without the penetrator the mission would 

have to be aborted, and with Ashcan 01 Alpha calling out that he was just 

a short distance away, Major Ernest elected to continue to the survivor. 

In discussing the decision he made, Major Ernest recalled· thinking: 

• 'hat hapceM if 1 /.owe" the PJ dJ>I,m theN-­
we only ha.UL' one po:etrutol' • •• what happens if I 
get him OP the pener~tol' 8tuck down there in the 
trees? We wolAld nape to ab01't the wnote missi"on 
bfioau.se we lJOuldn't haVe a penst.rato;r to piak l.tp 
Alpha. That'a one thing--aLso r-i8king the Ufe of 
the PJ going afte" a daad rom. that's the second 
thing. AZso--he",,'. a live rom. LIlt's get him. 
Let's gst him "ight naI. 

!.Y 

The coordination between the Jolly, the Plve Hail, and the Sandy 

resuoed as Jolly Green 30 con~ued to inch its way toward Alpha until 

a hover was established over Major Belli. ApproxiMately one hour had 

been spent ir, oa:lstly IFR weather for Jolly Green 30 to IIOve the two 

.iles or so to Ashean 01 Alpha. Major Belli described the pickup f~ 

his vantage point on the ground: 
!1J 
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I" ",1/11 .JII'/ 1.,'1/.:'.; /.it)'e still gusty, .cnJ': <.!'OI4k.l 

, I;;,' (-/,'1/ J ',.,1, I' ,'::ght over' the t"l ,)/ ti,. Ir"!, 

·"II,)!',"- A/I;/w.1J I h<1 fina~l!f got over' If!..:, an; tho ,I 
l,'t-, j ;[ I I..),HlI, j a I~r to acme J.ot.1,;. I L1L..J th.'m I 

gUf:!O;;(;"j un'! hal bl!til''' 8i~t!e 1 !.kUt~I't in Ml40h of a 
L'onJitiyn to ~jl'lp my8~Lf. Aatually, they sent Uk> 
down, whieh wow ppobab<y lua~y b~cause I think it 
took Doth o[them to get me on the penetrator. It 
/JaB kind of f4nn~, b""a>tse I ooul.d sea the ~nBtmt"" 
"ith the PJ8 eoming d=, and I couLd 8ee the bottom 
of the heLioopt81', but the top of it ""'" in tIN 
aZouc"js. I thought that ehappel' piLot 1!I<8t be having 
one heLLuva tough ti"", trying to, haver th ..... , with 
trlt..' gW~~:J WitldB, 'and ;lim J'ust about I. .,. An~. 
they pot me on the penstmtor and puHed me aboard. 

Major Ernest, who won the Aviation/Space Writers'Association Helicopter 

Heroism Award for his part in the AShcan 01 Alpha rescue, gave IaIch of the 

credit to Major Belli. The importance of the actions taken by the survivor 

was emphasized when I';ajor Ernest said, "I didn't IIIIke the pickup. The guy 

on the ground helped so damn muCh. His vectors--stuff like that, trying 

to get me to hilll--little helpful hints on what the area looked like, what 

to look for." 
~ 

The rescue of Ashcan 01 Alpha marked the first tine an IFR recovery 

had been made. Several observations and suggestions resulted from the 

operation. SORe of these were: 
!J.J 

1. An LHRS ni ght pickup was considered but prevented by the weather 

in the area the night of the 10th. 

2. The modifIed doppler on the LNRS aIrcraft provld to be very accu­

rate and it WIS rec_nded that all HIt-53 helicopters be so equipped. 
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1. Thp P,wP I~a;l FACs uc;ed on thp nlission pro\l@d that the aircraft 

could be a very important part of the rescue force. 

4. Usil1g the same Jolly Green crews for the continuation of the 

mission the next day worked very well. It was recomnended that this be 

made a standard procedure. 

Falcon 74 

Due to fuel starvation, the crew of Falcon 74·.an F.40 from Udorn 

RTAFB--was forced to eject on 18 December 1911. Both Alpha and Bravo 

landed safely near the NVN-Laotian border, found cover, and awai~ 

rescue. Soon after, an Air Amerca pilot located their position and passed 

it on to the arriving SARTF. The Sandys reported both chutes in sight, but 

with approaching darkness and poor weather conditions, it was decided to 

await first light before attempting a rescue. The survhors were given 

instructions to maintain radio contact through the night and wait for the 

SARTF to return the following morning. 
~ 

The Sandys were on the scene early on the morning of 19 December 

and informed the crew that the Jolly Green was c~ing in to .ake the pick· 

up. Since Alphl hid reported people nelr him, Jolly Green 62 was positioned 

to pick him up first. While maneuvering to pick Alpha up, the helicopter 

received several rDIInds of lutONtlc .fire in its right engine which Ilmost 

re.ulted in loss of the lireraft. Jolly Green 62 was &ble to leave the area 

and was escorted by two A-Is to an alternate airfield. The retMining Sandy 

began calling in airstrikes to neutrllize the area while IWliting replaCeMent 
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Jollys. Ordndnce dropped included a riot control aqent placed near the 

survivor,' po"uons In an attefl~t to dIScourage the enemy. 
ill 

Anoth('r fl iyht of .Jollys was scrantlled from NKP with Jolly Green 55 

as Jully low. ~y the time the Jollys arrived in the SAR area, the situation 

had become critical. The enemy had radar coverage of the area and MIGs 

had already forced the withdrawal of the rescue force several tiles. The 

weather was deteriorating and the survivors were reporting people moving 

around them. Everything considered, It appeared that If a rescue was not 

effected immediately, the survivors would be killed or captured. 
W 

A Pave Nail OV-IO found a small hole In the undertast and the OSC 

decided to make a pickup attempt. As Jolly Green 55 spiraled down through 

the hole, the AM( (In King 22) advised the crew to put on gas .asks as pro­

tection against the riot control agent that had been dropped near the sur­

visors. The gas masks hampered communication and presented a real hazard. 

As the Jolly Green pilot, Captain Harold 0 •. Jones, headed for Falcon 74 

Alpna, he had dHficulty communicating w1ththe survivors, other aircraft, 

and his own crew. As Captain Jones told It: 
!Jj 

HOVCl";'n9 was very diffic"lt as col'l'eotiona and 
observations giuen b~ ~ crew ~l'e distorted and 
"ninteUigible .nth the gas IItlBks on. Once over 
74 Alpha, it took five minutes to Looate ni~ 
through ths thiok jungle oanopy. • • .. At one 
reint during eM /wu'l' "'1/ tai! rotOl' got dang.r­
ou8L~ cLose to a t"",. I WB unable to W1d"'Btand 
the PJ on the aft"""", tetling "'" not to ..,VI 
back. Hs finally ripped tluo IItlBk off and lU.d 
his heL ... t microphcms to IJ<Zl'Pl me. H. imrwdiat.l.jJ 
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,',:,[,'1',' '",''' t::" <I':'.?<.-.. ts of the LV~:l] L)(? r,''''re 
." "1"1,' I,,' .. ,',,1 ):,1' ",ltDl' wallll. 

Falcon 74 Alpha was picked up and Jolly Green 55 siarted for Bravo, 
801 

who reported:--

Un t~Je ,,·~i.I';~i pass the .Jolly had me sighted and J 
popped a: fl(]J'('J I..Jhidl lie did not see, 80 I popped 
another one .. :.mi~: he "<l%J. He flew in about 10 
to 1~ fcet off to 1fI'J right. •.• At ",t"(rBt ] 
n ~n)"tNJ tn 1'IV)1h' l~~.',·Jpronpa th the J 01-1 Y bu t th" cicvn­
wash [1'0" the r'otOf'O was 60 strong that he bZew dOf.Jn 
a ao"pZe Qf 100 fcot tree., so I 8tayeJ out of the 
way in case any "k)P{? tI'ees Ie It. 

While Jolly Groen 55 was lowering the penetrator for Falcon 74 Brlvo, 

Captain Jones noted that they were well into their reserve fuel and he 

requested Sandy to have a, tanker ready to air refuel as soon as Bravo's 

pickup wa. completed. Bravo was soon aboard tho helicopter and as it 
. 

departed, Captain Jones observed that the area where 74 Alpha had been 

was c~letely obscured by clouds. Also, the hole through which Jolly 

Green 55 had descended was closed so an IFR climb was made through the 

weather. The survivors were returned to Udorn in excellent condition. 

The following observations were made concerning the Falcon 74 
821 

operation:-

!!J 

1. The usefulness of riot control agents during a contested SAR opera-

tion was again proven. Captain lester O'BriOft, Falron 7' Bravo, ~ported 

that during a rescue attetllPt earlier tn the day, the gas had been stirred 

up causing him to cough violently, HoweYer, between hts own attacks of 

coughing he could hear others around hi. suffering the saae effects. 
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2. As was already known, the gas masks used by the helicopter crews' 

hdmperr~tI cOHI1un1cat ions. 

J. The downwash caused by the HH-53 constitutes a real hazard to the 

survivor on the ground and precautions should be continually emphasized. 

Nail 31 

When the crew of Nail 31, an OV-1D from NKP. bailed out over the Ho 

Chi Minh Trail on 18 March 1972, they landed in one of the most hostile 

environ.ents yet faced by rescue forces. The crew was both skillful and 

fortunate in avoiding capture or death during the period immediately follow­

ing their bailout. The pilot, Lieutenant David G. Bresk.an. had traveled 

about 600 meters from his parachute and was sitting by I tree when he 
. ~ 

detected an enemy soldier with an automatic weapon cDGing toward him. 

: :~J!),<: out my ;/w: ao r.e approaC!hed (1'/...1 But "1'1")1 

.'dli hoping he waul.,' vee,. away from my pOdition. 
IIt_ ~f'pt oomin9 tClUaI'1.,i me; 1 remai'i~,l motionless. He­
lool:ed in "'!I diNeticn a nwrber of ti""" but appCI1'6ntZ~ 
,Jicin't 8ee me. ile !..\lB within 10 feet of my position lJhen 
1 "hoe 1.ed around ar.d fiNd fOUl' time.. ••• I 
CoJ.lA. ti,0iA.8 l1l f'l'k)uf;nl Ul)e r tu kin and took hill MK .. 4 ('. Th.,re 

WaD a Lot of gl'OllndfiNJ at this tilflll and "'!I .hot. 
apparently didn't att~Qt attention. 

The SAR force had meanwhile arrived, and the groundfire that Lieutenant 

Breskman heard was most likely that which was directed at Sandy 01 who was 

trolling the area looking for en~ positions. On one of his passes Sandy 

01 was hit and downed by AAA. The pilot bliled out ind Wi' i..edlate)y 

picked up by In Air ~rici helicopter. Before he WIS shot down. Sandy 01 

had pinpointed the location of Captain Steven L. Boretsky. the welpons 
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systems officer of Nail 31. However, a problem was to develop in that 

Captain Boretsky was having trouble with his radio and. since he was forted 

to keep moving away from gun positions, his exact location would not again 

be known until the next day. With SAR operations cancelled for the day due 

to h.avy groundfir., the night was spent in trying to neutr.1i.e the ene~ 

positions Which, with his location unknown, placed Captain Boretsky in a 

hazardous situation. 

For 24 hours, airstrikes were used to soften ~p the area sufficiently 

to enable a rescue attempt to take place the following day. Special ordnance 

contributed significantly toward protecting the survivors through the night. 

The support provided for the Nail 31 SAR operation was indicated by Captain 

Randy Jayne, OSC during the first afternoon: 
~ 

I.'ll~·l.? .: L)Qj' O.C;c·, 1 J.::t not only all the availllhLe 
ol'c:'nz l;",-' in the arf<Q, 1 aZso got the sPQoial 
ONn{l'flCe that itau' ~.-efl reque8ted earlier in the day. 
/la.! we not put that oNnance in-or 'm talking hue 
pr'!"'''; ly of area denial type weapons--if we hadn't 
put that ordnana. in, if it hadn't b./,n availab~, tiwBe 
"""1 UOL4ld not JIQPf? "Iado it throw.g}, the 'fil1nt. Th.y 
"',?IV ,.ight in the m-i ddLe of an 8"""'11 sto1'<lge aNa, 
bivoua~ area, an eztremely larg~ ccn~ent~tion of 
ell.cl1i'j troope anJ MA. 

A~ th@ tim@ for another rescue attempt approached, a wall of smoke 

was laid by A-1 "Smoke" aircraft from flKP. Enemy resistance had been 

subdued by the strike aircraft, some of which carried laser-guided 

bOlllbs and. when the ordor to @xecute .. 1S given, the Jolly met with' little 

groundfire enroute to the survivors. There was s~ confusion as to where 
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Captain Boretsky was, but both crewmembers were found and safely evacuated. 

The accuracy and the amount of firepower delivered against the ene~ during 

the Nail 31 operation caused Colonel Cecil N. Muirhead, Jr., CONMander, 

3ARRGp, to specu late tha t, .. toward the end of thi s operation, the enel11)' 

probably wished we would just finish and leave him alone." 
W 

The SAR conference at which Colonel Muirhead made his renarks was 

held at NKP on 26 March 1972. Those in attendance included the crew of Nail 

31 and most of the participants in the SAR operation. The purpose of the 

conference was to determine what lessons could be learned from the Nail 31 

experience. The minutes of the conference included the following: 
~ 

1. It was suggested that in extremely high-threat areas, the 

Nail FACs maintain longer OSC prior to allowing the Sandys in the area for 

in-close trolling. The Sandys should insure that they are briefed thoroughly 

by the on-scene FAC and by King. 

2. It was emphasized that the cycling and scheduling of Pave Nail 

assets represented a critical problem due to aircraft availability and 

maintenance. It was suggested that Joker coordinate closely with the 56S~ 

to insure the best utilization of the assets. 

3. It was noted that first light planning apparently created a con­

siderable fast-nover overload on tanker resources. This resulted froM 

holding certain night flights over until first light without expending them. 

like other assets, tankers were limited, and strfke flfghts should expend as-

soon as possible to avoid excessive refuelfngs and exhaustion of tanker resources) 

I 
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Spectre 22 

The end of the reporting p.!riod was m.lrked by the spectacular rescue 

of all 15 crewmembers of a Spectre AC-130 gunship. At 2200, 30 Harch 

1972, Spectre 2l was hit by AAA while attacking trucks in the Steel Tiger 

area of Laos. The right wing burst 

O. Fulk, gave the order to evacuate 

into flames and the pilot, 

from the aircraft. 
W 

Captain Waylon 

While two crewoembers bailed out at that time, the others elected to 

remain with the aircraft temporarily. After a lapse of opproximotely 

10-15 minutes, it beca~ apparent that they could no longer stay with the 

burning aircraft. Captain Fulk, by this time clear of the Steel Tiger 

area, again gave the order to bailout. When the remaining 13 cre.member. 

left Spectre 22, they were some 50 miles 
88/ 

who had bailed out earlier.-

The SAR forces were alerted for a first light effort and through the 

remainder of the night, other Spectre gunships and FAes located the sur-

vivors and related their positions in tenms of LORAH fixes. 
~ 

The following morning the largest rescue operation of its type began. 

The two survivors that had bailed out ftrst--in Steel Tiger-_re picked 

up by iii r America Ind flown to Paks., Laos ~ere they were later recovered 

by a Jolly Green. The SARTF arrived at dawn and within two hours the Jollys 

had picked up the remaining 13 crewweMbers and the operation was conplete. 
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Prior to the Spectre 22 operation, there had been concern that the 

existing procedures would not be adequate for effecting a rescue of a large 

number of survivors in a hostile area. To improve the situation, all SEA 

unIts were requested to submit comments or proposed changes for inclusion 

in a 56S0W draft of changes to SAR procedures for large-crew aircraft. The 

final draft was to be forwarded to the 3ARRGp, and the changed procedures 

were to be briefed to all multi-crew tactical units flying in SEA. 
W 

Ouriny the Spectre 22 SAR, the importance of a newly acquired asset-­

the Spectre gunship--was confirmed. The equipment aboard the three AC-130s 

that circled the survivors that night made it possible to pinpoint the 

pOSitions of the crewoembers on the ground. These pOSitions, In turn, were 

passed to the Jolly Greens, thus greatly reducing the time required to locate 

the men the following morning. 

While the survivors' exact positions were being detenalned, surprisingly 

little difficulty was encountered In communication. This had been another 

matter of_concern for prospective multi-crew rescue 4peratlons. The diffi­

culties in locating 13 men in a relatively small area of jungle were COMpOunded 

by the many aircraft at the scene, and presented a situation in which It 

could hardly be expected that effective radio ComMUnication could take place. 

It was a credit to the SAR force and to the crew.embers of Spectre 22 that 

radio discipline was Maintained· to a degree that allowed the pickups to be 

rapidly accomplished. Sharing the credit were the Spectres aQd other 

aircraft that spent the night overhead, both locating the survivors' 
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positions and keeping their spirits up until the rescues took place. It 

appeared certt''; rl that the experience gtdned during the Spectre ZZ uperatiun 

would prove valuable in modifying procedures in anticipation of subsequent 

multi-crew rescue operations. 

LOSSES 

During the reporting period the 3ARRGp lost three HH-53 Jolly Greens 

to enemy action. Eight personnel of the JARRGp were killed in action (~IA) 

and one was listed as missing in action (MIA). 

3ARRG2 COMBAT LOSSES 

Date ~ T~~elT. t1 Number" KI·VMIA 

21 Jul 71 40ARRSq HH-53/68-8285 0 

25 Nov 71 37ARRSq HH-53/68-10366 3 KIA/l MIA 

27 Mar 72 40ARRSq HH-53/68-10365 5 KIA/O 

Source: 3ARRGp Safety Office, 12 April 1972. 
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CHAPTER Y 

THE fUTURE 

As this report went to press, the enemy invasion of SYN that had begun 

In late March had not lessened in intensity. The SAR forces wre engaged 

in what were probably the most difficult operations of the war. It ~ins 

for a later report to detail the augmentation of the SAR forces and to docu­

ment the 3ARRGp's performance during that period. 

RESCOf:T 

By early 1972, it was already apparent that the level of enemy activity, 

conbined with the ottrition of RESCORT a1rcraft and the redeploywent of tacti­

cal fighters, called for basic revisions to the tactics employed in SAR 

operations. 

It had already become policy to delay committing Sandys to areas of AAA 

until it could be assured that there was an objective. Even then, more 

time was bein9 spent in trying to neutralIze the area prior to using the 

A~ls to tral1 and pinpoint the survivor. In discuSSin9 the threat as it 

existed in March 1972, Captain Jayne presented his views on the n~ capa-

bilittes available to the SARTF: 
lli 

It in no tongsl' an opeNtio" IJh.,.. ttJo A-le .. Of' 

fOW' A-Ie and two JoH~ Green, go Okt and mal<e a 
pi~kup, in a tot of oa880, . Th6 _pt of tlw 
SA R fotW being limited to thOH two aircraft 
i. I.onti boIhiruJ ... , "'8 ..... ,.., ab Ie to do 00>lW 

i"""""ting MN, partially b""""8B e~ ~ople 

7l 
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i,.;,j ,;/'",", /(jY\.'8~g"t !'VI,j partially du.e to cnJ"CUm­
,'t,ml.'·:c. ,",'(? j'okf/,i t-h,'Zt the '16'10) ~-lO capabiLity-­
Oil' hwe Nail--gal'(' 1.48 some NMt:ll'kable abilities 
[1/(1[ we ,lid not h(Wt, beforoe. We rOW1~' that with 
titL' :'ombin'ltiml 0." the Pave Nail and the laser­
yuidd boni; caf'<U>i.lity, that IJe aN muoh. bet~r 
at·lc Lu ,J!'(1£ w1'tiJ lC:_l'ge eneffl!! AAA than we IJeN in 
the, i<Wt.. ',.If..' fOIA.~lj" that with w;~:;.' JcliVf!!11J 
ca.l-aLUitYJ l.!onLi'leC: LJith the laB,]!' ag,:i" :;~) J.l1~,q;oilli 
the suroivor, iJe car. protect him and drop ord>1anoe 
ar'ula1<i him el>etl in IF.'i oonditi0118. Unfol'tlAnatelYJ in 
the last five years lJe'v, lost a lot of sUl'IIivors-­
c"rtuwd--becau8e of lJeather not aUowing tho piokup. 
Wo '!)~~ NOOl.4cJ thNG ..J.ircNNB thilt y~a.r alr.at4 Okt 01 
~nther. in each case, initially BO bad that the A-l could 
not ge t unde r the doudB--be t!Jeen the clouds and the 
trees. One of theBe people [Ashcan 01] was picked up 
Ol-tt oI that kind of weather by a helioopter, a V61'Y 
unusual situation and one that existed only b</<>aUB. of the 
Pew" Nail's equiprwnt and the Jolly Creen'6 equipment. 

W11at we t~ to do now, the SAR cO~;L'el t )1.<l.8 changed to 
take adva"tage of this--wllen we are scrumbled on a SAR 
maBion.. we II,-"'[-t: to Jlave an on ... scene F AC who knotJB the 
QT'eLl. We ~.~c hirrl tel give us a briefing on the ~a and 
fCl Pl,t .lb-!.;""",} i~ <.Ji!iZo wo're working. We aLao try to 
a,}roamblt? or Jivel'~ a Pave Nail to the avea i"fDediatet~. 
T!J~ Firat thi-ng iJe u:mt to do is get the man's position 
JOlJO, to the laBt foot. We do a visual 8e<V'Ch and a 
communications search and hopefully, at some point, we 
~re able to pinpoint the man's position exactly. 80 
t.hp (MdaY' op"'l'ator in th" Pa!,)Q Nail) .:tan BOO the flUlf 
Otl his 8cope--ma.t'k hCs paradJute. a tree, .ometh:lng 
to give us an exaot location. Beoau.ce if we can do thi., 
problems of weather coming in, or nightfall, don't 
lUnit us. .We ""n still protect th£ man with o~. 
We can worK cl08e to hi .. --elv.e, meaning around 1,000 
I'f%lt~l'B--and dMp "l'dnana~ .,nthcut fsazo of- in.Jwriltg th4 
Burvivol'. Now, we've done this four or fiw tims. and 
in no (~ase have tJe cwnIe close to lmdangflring the BWMVOl' 
by dropping ordnance. 

Befo .... rOl1lllitting I .. Jolly Green to a pickup in a hostile enyil'onNflt, 

it "as still required that a Sandy troll the lrea Ind, IS asc, ~.terlline 
.... lIhether it was perlllsslve enough to allow a reasonable chance for success. 
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No aircraft WdS deemed ol suitable substitute for the Sandy during this 

critical phase of a SAR operation. For that reason--and to protect the 

r~ining A-ls--it was suggested at the 26 March 1972 SAR Conference at 

NKP that in extremely high-threat areas, the Nails and Pave Nails maintain 
'!]j 

longer OSC prior to allowing Sandys in the area for in-close trolling.-

It was planned by PACAF to reduce the number of A-Is to 10 UE" ~y FY 

1973. Additionslly, sttrit;on threstened to lower the number of A-Is to a 

level insufficient to effectively support SAR operations. The 1505 Opera-

tions Officer said in March, 1972: 
'lli 

TI" Ide chi'-J that J think is eocng to make the diffeI'en~e 
:';1 i/ we can .Jcl)t~m.e to turn over more of tM aeaI'ch 
['hase to tile ;J:::ila ani King bird and .}",dicnou.s Zy !.Ute 
0 •• ; Sandj for,;!('; we may ther'. be abZe to continue. I 
tJj[nJ-: it is a LJ':;~.1 :mrcatiatic [oPee p08.tl41'e that th€y 
hi.Wt:l' YLVCli Ud if! (.lwt t1!~y e::z:pect 148 to "klincain an 
adequate Sandy al.J·t pOBtlll'C ..,.;th inB"fficient ail'Crafe. 
When IJe had 21 air"raft, it depLeted our l'es~""'s just 
tloying to keep ail'ora/t over the Burvivor for 12-14 nounl. 
As iJe go lower and lUJ.Jel' tJe are !leaching the point wheN 
z..le LJltz have to get another typo? airrn-aft 01' more A-lB. 

As /ar as I am aont.'erned~ t}je onZ~ aippZanc that can 
repla"" the A-I, fop the roLe it has to do, is a net.) A-l. 
The jets don't havE the toite1' aapabiLity no1' can they 
t.>ith.tand the grour4fil'e that "" ha~e to take .men LIe 

are tl'OHine the area priOI' to bringing in th, JoUy,. 
We hew • • 't.l"Pr'lOr plati~ a.rou~ ,,'Ie pil(j(; arlLi i r.e fmfJine 
"'hian enabtes us to t.>ith.tand "",.t any s""U al'lllS hits 
and stUL get the ail'~raf~ baok to the fietd. The A-J7, 
the F -4, the A-7--aH of theBe ail'Craft artI ve"ll 1JI<lnel'abLe 
to euen the s""tLest of ,,,,,n Q1'frIS fiN if tluJy take a 
hit in the engine section. At.o, the pitots of th.,. 
ail"aralt hav. llttle protection. Only tJt. A-7 can ~t 
sL"", elWkgh to get dot.m and do ths job that,"", have to 
do to g<lt the """"ivol' ~t. 

"The number of authorized A-Is was 20 UE as FY 1973 began. 
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Unless the whole concept of rescue operations changed drastically. 

which was not foreseeable in the near future. the only prospect of an 

aircraft qualified to assume the Sandy role seemed to lie i~ the develop-

ment of a new one. 

Nighttime Rescue Capability 

Although night alert had been pulled for some time with the lNRS-

equipped HH-S3s •• cOmOdt rescue at night had yet to be made as the reporting 

period ended. Although features of the system had assisted in the weather 

recovery of Ashean 01. its limitations made it unlikely that a nighttime 

rescue "nder any but the most ideal conditions could be expected. Primary 

obstacles to be overcome before the potential of the system could be realized 
94( 

were in the following areas:--

1. Terrain Radar Avoidance: The system could only be employed in 
flat to rolling terrain because it was not capable of warning the pilot 
when he was near cliffs. 

2. Locating the Survivor: Further research was required to develop 
• satisfactory method of locating the survivor in weather and In heavy 
jungle. The equipment in use required that the survivor be in the clear 
before he could be located. 

3. Gas Masks: A redesigned gas mask was needed for use in rescues 
where riot control agents had been used. The mask being used did not allow 
the use of special night 90991e5 virtually essential during night rescue 
operations. 

Gunships 

An additional night SAR capabll1ty .came to light as a result of the 

56 SOW sAR Conference on 16 Decenber 1971. Already a proven asset In SAR 
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operations, the gunships, especially the AC-130 Spectres, were becoming 

increasingly important in protecting the survivor at night. The Spectre 

possessed d potent fire control system tied into a sophisticated navigation( 

detection capability which included LORAN, IR, and LLTV. It was painted 

out at the conference that when the Spectre could maintain a pinpoint 

location on the survivor, it could deliver strafe ordnance very close to 

his position, discouraging enemy movement in the area. 
'lli 

The major limitation on the use of gunships in the future would be the 

degree of AAA threat. While night gunship coverage was considered extremely 

valuable, recent SAR. had been in areas where the AAA(MIG(SAM threat pre-

vented their operation. In the future, however, it was planned that the 
. 96/ 

gunships would be utilized whenever the situation permitted.--

Task Force Alpha 

Task Force Alpha (TFA), located at NKP, was responsible for monitoring 

the sensors placed along the Ho Chi Minh Trail. Additionally, the TfA 

controllers were regularly provided with strike aircraft with which to 

attack selected segments of the trail, based on intelligence gathered through 

the sensors. 
'ill 

When SAR operations were conducted lIang the trail, TFA Information 

was passed to the SAR force through Intelligence liaison personnel who 

operated in .the SAR ComMnd Post duri ng rescue efforts • Greater use 

of this capability was antiCipated for the future through closer coordina­

tion between the SAR coordinator and the TfA controller. In this .anner, 
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selective strikes on preplanned targets near the survivor could be made to 
~ 

protect him, especially at night. 

COITIlland and Control 

The intricate command and control system in use at the height of the 

war was perhaps not well suited for the level of activity in SEA during 

the latter part of 1971 and early 1972. Suggestions were offered at that 

time to reduce the complexities inherent in a system that requires the 

relaying of requests and info~tion through so many individuals and agencies . 
. ' 

When a Sandy OSC made a request to King, it was relayed to the appro-

priate PCC. The PCC forwarded the request to the JRCC which in turn pls.od 

it on to the 7AFCCC. The 7AFCCC then set about satisfying the OSC's request 

by contacting the appropriate wing to get (for example) ordnance loaded and 

to the SAR scene. 
\\ 

According to an experienced OSC, there were often ma\or delays at the 

it was decided whether the RCC, at the JRCC, and at the 7AFCCC level, where 

OSC's request was valid and what the priority should be. One suggestion 

to reduce the time spent was to use the Airborne Battlefield C~nd and 

Control Center (ASCCC), bypassing King and the RCC when requests were to 

be made for special ordnance or forces. In support of his sugg.!stion, the 

OSC said: 
'}Jj 

P,a(n·..::oally~ WW' ;tJ" fout'ld that. th" ~opl,,, in th~ AEece 
know the frags, k""", the airp!.an8s, and knoIJ tlul OJ":'"",,,,,, 

Ti,ey ~""tl"Ol the !Jal" eve"!! day and are b.tUl' abt. to 
get th" stuff on tlul 8"""", if tluly aN altc.Jed to do 80, 
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The issue beca,,,, moot when the enemy invaded SVN, resulting in an increase 
In U.S. airpower in SEA and the resumption of air attacks against the 
North. 

When air activity in SEA is again reduced to the level prior to the 
invasion, the ques.tion will most likely be fa,sed once frllre. A greater 

enemy threat with reduced SAR and SAR support forces would demand greater 
flexibility in getting special ordnance to the SAR scene as rapidly as 
possible. In the future, assets may not be available for prolonged SARs. 

SU/tIARY 

Soon atter thIS reporting period ended, the U.S. was flying combat 
opetations ali.:ost exclusively from Thailand. Additionally, during 1971 \; 

and early 1972, almost all strike activity was conducted in Cambodia and 
Laos. However, with the NVN offensive in the spring of 1972, the war 
increased in intenSity with the Air Force striking in the North again. 
The future of the USAF in SEA was uncertain, but as long as Americans con-
tlnued to tly combat, they could count on the people in 
them. As Dr. Harold Brown, fOrm!!r Secretary of the Air 

Itr~f'n the hictOT'~r 0,"" th{s war is fi'r:aZZ, 

rescue to support 
100( 

Force said: 

"ro, t ten, I feel that the 8tO"!f of Air iescue 
may well be'",me one of the outstanding hunt'" 
dramas in the entiI'C history of the Ail' Porce. 
Air' R"S'::i< did "'at begin~ of cou.ree J with the 
war in 'lit:P1am. But the ertent of the O~l"Q­
tioll, tne JJrlgel's involved, and the dediootio,; 
ShOLm Ot1 QI"! eW P.1day basis--mott.th aft€l' month-­
makes theBe 1'€3aue oper'atiorw something t4niql,(e 
in our rrriZitary hi8tO~. . . • These men a.re aU 
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h "l'f'O. ilct tI,.,.'.'"" rlleO 1'lormal Amt<n'l"ans [r'O/'rf 
,/,.' _'~l;-,' I'~".. "~"Y '~Qf'1t" fl'ur'"! rl,,_ (:iti~H 
,JI. 1 ~h,' /..11'"1::. th, '.' ~Jhare thp .l~ I,OP(>S an'!' 
._)./': tf.J./ • ,,·,'f'tll~~: .JIl . •.• 

/,- ... i,;Z:" t!,o... 11·'f'('{~FlI.:'e l·t·';CU.~ -:m.'j .,' couery 
: l.'Or Ie je.~t l'Pe Cht'1'/, irr"70Y'taZitiJ. FOI' they have 
li-Pcd IA.r to t~jt:-if' motto ao if it Wt>J'f: U ;:fulf!mr! 
! II' i~lc: "':'hat othfPB rna~ lioe." 
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7i\F 
7AFCCC 

AAA 
AS 
AUCCC 
AFC~ 
MC 
ARRGp 
AHRS 
ARRSq 
ARRWg 

Blue Chip 
CROC 

Det 
lJMl 
OF 

EC~ 
E&l 
ELF 

FAe 

FM 
Fr 

GOT 

HF 

IfR 
lR 
IP 

Jack 
Joker 
JRCC 
JSS 

UNCLASSIFIED 

GLLSSARY 

Seventh Air Force 
Seventh Air force C0II111and and Control Center 

Antiaircraft Artillery 
Air Base 
Airborne 8attlefleld Command and Control 
Automatic Flight Control System 
Airborne I'ission Conmander 
Aerosnace Rescue and P.ecovery Sroup 
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Service 
Aerospace Rescue and Pecovery Souadron 
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Iling 

Callsign--7AF Command and Control Center 

Con~.t Require" eperatlonal CapabIlity 
Detachment 
Demilitarized lone 
Direction Finder 

Electronic Countermeasure 
Escane and Ev,Slon 
Electronic Location Finder 

forward hir Controller 

Frequency Ilodulated (Radio) 
Fiscal Year 

Gulf of Tonkin 

High Frequency (Radio) 

Instrument flight Rules 
Infrared 
Initial Point 

C.1151gn for Doeratlng Location Bravo 
Call51gn for the Joint Rescue Coordination Center 
JOint Rescue CoordInation Center 
Jungle Survival School 
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KIA 
King 

LBR 
LLLTV 
UIRS 

MAC 
MIA 

NKP 
IIVN 

OL 
OL-A 
OL-B 
OSC 
OT&£ 

PACAF 
Pedro 
PJ 

Queen 

flCC 
RCS 

P.ESCAP 
RESCORT 
RHAW 
ROC 
RTAFB 
RTNB 
RVN 

SAl-~ 
Sandy 
SAR 
SARCO 
SARTF 
SOO 
SEA 

SEAOR 
50S 
SOW 

UNCLASSIFIED 

Killed in Action 
HC-130P Callsign 

Local Uase Rescue 
Low Level Light Television 
llmitp.d Night Recovery SY'5te," 

Military Airlift COO1IIand 
Missing )n Action 

Nakhon Phanom (Royal Thai Air Force Base) 
North vtetncJlTl 

Operating Location 
Operating Location Alpha 
Operating Location Bravo 
On Scene Commander 
OperGtiona1 Te'5i and Evaluation 

Pacific Air Forces 
HH-43 Ca 11 s 19n 
Para Jumper (now Pararescue Recovery 

C.115i9" fur Operating Location Alpha 

Rescue Coordination Center 
Radar Cross Section 

Rescue Combat Air Patrol 
Rescue (scort 
Radar Horning and Warning 
Required Operational Capability 
Royal Thai Air Force Base 
Royal Thai Naval Base 
Republic of Vietnam 

Surface-to-Alr i~is$l1e 
A-I Calls19n for SAR Operations 
Search and Rescue 
Search and Rescue Coordinator 
Search and Rescue Task Force 
Senior Duty Officer 
Southeast Asia 

Specialist) 

Southeast Asia Operattonal Requtrement 
Spectal Operattons Squadron 
Special Operations Wing 
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TAC 
TFA 

ur 
UHF 

VFn 
VIIF 
V I,M 

UNCLASSIFIED 

Tactical Air Command 
Task Force Alpha 

Unit Equipped 
Ultra Iliqll Frequency (Radio) 

Visual Fligllt Hules 
Very High Frequency (Radio) 
(South) Vietnamese Air Force 
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