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SCHEDULE 

ARRIVAL OF THE OF FI CIAL PARTY 

Commodore TRAN VAN CHON, RVN 
Chief of Naval Operations, Republic of Vietnam Nauy 

Vice Admiral W. F . BRINGLE, USN 
Commander Naval Air Force, Pac ific 

Rear Admiral J. W. WILLIAMS JR., USN 
Commandant Eleventh Naval Distric t 

Rear Admiral E. M. ROSENBERG, USN 
Commander Amphibious Group Three 

Lieutenant Commander J. D. SHEWCHUK, USN 
Commanding Officer, USS JEROME COUNTY (LST-848J 

Lieutenant T. C. DAVIS, JR. , USN 
Commanding Officer, USS BULLOCH COUNTY (LST·S09J 

Lieutenant Commander PHAN PHI PHUNG, RVN 
Commanding Officer, QUI NHON (HQ·S04J 

Lieutenant Commander LE THUAN PHONG, RVN 
Commanding Officer, NHA TRANG (HQ-50SJ 

INVOCATION 
Captain J. ,1. DANIELSEN, CHC , USN 

OPENING REMARKS 
Rear Admiral WILLIAMS 



OF EVENTS 

REMARKS 
Lieutenant Commander SHEWCHUK 

REMARKS 

Lieutenant DA VlS 

HAULING DOWN OF COLORS OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

UNITED STATES NATIONAL ANTHEM 

SECURING OF THE UNITED STATES NAVY WATCH 

READING AND SIGNING OF THE CERTIFICATE OF DELIVERY 

Rear Admiral WILLIAMS and Commodore CHON 

SETTING OF THE VIETNAMESE NAVY WATCH 

HOISTING OF THE COLORS OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM 

REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM NATIONAL ANTHEM 

READING OF THE MESSAGE FROM THE 

CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS 

Vice Admiral BRINGLE 

REMARKS 

Commodore CHON 

BENEDICTION 

Chaplain DANIELSEN 



USS JEROME COUNTY (LST.848) 

Length 329 feet 
Beam 50 feet 

Di s pl acemenl4080 tons 
Maximum Draft 14 feel- 4 inc hes 

Armament· S 40mm Guns 

SHIP'S MEDALS AND RIBBONS 

Meritorious Unit Commendation 

Vietnam Campaign Medal 

Asialic-Pacific Area Campaign ~1edal 

American Campaign \1edal 

Vietnam Service Medal 

National Defense Service Medal 

World War II Victory Medal 

Navy Occ upation Service Medal 

-



HISTORY OF USS JEROME COUNTY (L ST-848) 

USS JEROME COUNTY (LST-848) was built by the American Bridge 
Company, Ambridge, Pennsylvania in December 1944 and was placed in 
comm ission 20 Janu ary 1945_ Upon commiss ioning USS JEROME COUNTY 
sailed for the Western Pacific and assignment as a troop and eargo trans­
port. 

For her World War II serv ice JEROME COUNTY earned the Asiatic 
Pacific Area Campaign Medal, the Victory Medal, American Campaign 
~Ieda l and for her s upport of the occupation forces in J apan, the Navy Oc­
cupational Medal. 

Since recommiss ioning in 1959 JEROME COUNTY, homeported in San 
Diego, has operated with other San Diego based LST's in the southern 
Cal ifornia area, ~1id-Pac Hawaiian waters, and in the Western Pacific as 
a unit of the Seventh F leet. 

During 1965 and 1966 JEROME COUNTY made two deployments to 
Vietnam_ Wherever the action was and vital s uppli es needed, JERm'lE 
COUNTY would be ready to answer the call ; Da Nang, Chu Lai, Cam Ranh 
Bay, and Saigon. ~Iuch of the time s he shuttl ed s upplies from Da Nang 
to Chu Lai and back, but s he would often go as far as Subic Bay, Philip­
pines for vital material for the war zone. F inally in October of 1966 s he 
returned to San Diego for a well earned rest and maintenance period. 

In ~ovember 1967 JEROME COUNTY again departed for the Western 
Pac ific for an eight month deployment. During the five months spent in 
Vietnam in direct s upport of U. S. forces her main assignments included 
MDRAI" (Mekong Delta Riverine Assault Force) resupply LST and opera­
tions in the Northern I Corps in and around Da Nang and the Perfume and 
Cua Viet rivers just south of the DMZ. Surviving her s hare of the enemy 
fire s he returned to San Diego in June 1968. 

For her Vietnam service JERO\lE COUNTY earned the Meritorious 
Unit Commendation, Vie tn am Service Medal, Vietnam Campaign Medal and 
National Defense Service Medal. 

Additionally crew members were awarded the Combat Action Ribbon 
for hav ing slistained enemy fire in Vietnamese waters in 1968. 

Sin ce returning to San Diego in June 1968 JEROME COUNTY ha s 
been employed in rout in e local training operations and logi stic s upport. 

JEROME COUNTY is named in honor of a county in the state of 
Idaho, the only county in the United States bear ing that name. 



LIEUTENANT COMMANDER J. D. SHEWCHUK, USN 

Lieutenant Commander J. D. SHEWCHUK, a native of Downers Grove, 
Illinois, began hi s naval service in August 1960 after obtaining his com­
mission through the Naval Reserve Officer Training Corps program at Iowa 
State University. His first duty station was USS EVERETT F. LARSON 
(00-830) as Electronics Material Officer and CIC Officer. While serving 
aboard LARSON, he completed CIC and Air Intercept Control Schools. 
His next assignment was CIC Officer and Operations Officer on USS 
ROBERT H. MC CARD (00-822). In September 1964 LCDR SHEWCHUK 
attended the U. S. Naval Amphibious School; training included Counter­
insurgency, Self-protection and Survival, which prepared him for duty on 
the Joint Staff of the U. S. Military Assistance Command, Vietnam. LCDR 
SHEWC HUK served in Vietnam from October 1964 to October 1965 working 
with the Vietnamese General Staff as an advisor and Liaison Officer in 
ConmlUnications-Electron ics. For his serv ice in Vie tnam LCDR SHEW­
CHUK was awarded the Navy Commendation Medal for meritorious ser­
vice. From Vietnam, LCDR SHEWCHUK went to the Pennsylvania State 
University NROTC Unit where he was senior class instructor in Naval 
Engineering and Leadership/ Navy Management. LCDR SHEWCHUK as­
snmed command of the USS JEROME COUNTY (LS1'-848) on 31 July 
1968. 

I' 



LIEUTENANT COMMANDER LE THUAN PHONG. RVN 

Lieutenant Commander Le Thuan Phong was born in Ha Nam, North 
Vietnam, on February 21, 1934, and graduated with Class Six of the Viet­
namese Naval Academy. 

In 1960, he was acting Commanding Officer of River Assault Group Twenty-Four; in 1963, was Commanding Officer of motor patrol gunboat, 
HQ-605; in 1964, was Commanding Oflicer of the large infantry landing 
ship, LSlL-327; and in 1966, was Commanding Officer of the escort patrol ship, PCE-04. Also, he was se lected to undergo General Line training in 
the United States in June, 1966, returning to Vietnam in late 1967. 

In August of 1969, he became Chief of the Training Department of the 
Naval Training Center, Saigon. 

In early April, 1970, the Lieutenant Commander is to accept the turn­over of the tank landing ship, USS Jerome County (LST-848), in the United 
States . The sh ip is to become the Nha Trang (HQ-505). 

Lieutenant Commander Phong has been awarded 14 medals during his naval career, and he has been named Knight of the National Order, the 
• highest award available for a senior officer of the Al-med Forces of the 

Republic of Vietnam. 
Lieutenant Commander Phong is married and has four chi ldren. 



USS BULLOCH COUNTY (LST-509) 

Length 329 feel 
Beam 50 feel 

Displacement 4080 tens 
Maximum Draft 14 feet - 4 inches 

Armame nt - 8 40mm Guns 

SHIP'S MEDALS AND RIBBONS 

Mel'itorious Unit Commendation 

Vielnam Service Medal 

Navy Occupation Medal 

European Campaign Medal 

:Vliddle Eastern Campa ign Medal 

National Defense Medal 

Vie tnam Campaign Medal 

American Campaign Med al 

African Campaign Medal 

World War II Victory Medal 



HISTORY OF USS BULLOCH COUNTY (LST-509) 
The tank landing ship, USS Bulloch COWlty (LST-509), was constructed 

by the Jefferson Boat and Machinery Co mpany, Jeffersonville, Ind. The 
s hip was launched in Dece mber, 1943, then ferried down the Ohio and 
~Hssissippi rivers to New Orleans where it was comm iss ioned on January 
20, 1944. 

Bulloch County has a hi story of memorable service in 1'I1'I1i. The s hip 
landed at Utah Beach on D-Day + 1 (June 7, 1944) during the Normandy 
Invasion. From this initial landing until June, 1945, the ship made 252 
transits of the English Channel and one trip to Norway transporting per­
sonnel and equipment includ ing evacuating wowlded and prisoners of war. 
Also, while serving in the European Theater, the Bulloch County experi­
enced no material or personnel casualties . 

After servi ce in the Atlantic following WWU, the s hip was decommis­
sioned on March 21, 1947, then recommissioned during the Korean Connict 
on October 20, 1950, and decommissioned December 1, 1955. The ship 
served entire ly in the Atlantic area. 

Bulloch County was again recommiss ioned on August 31, 1966. The 
ship \\'as then sent to the Pacific area where it arri ved at its new home­
port, San Diego, on December 29, of the same year. 

In January, 1967, the s hip left. for the Western Pacific, not to return 
to the United States until July 15, 1969. During this period Bulloch 
County made many cruises to Vietnam from its horncport at Guam. 

During the s hip' s Vietnam ass ignments (beginning with its first 
arrival at Vung Tau Bay on March 15, 1967), it shuttled general cargo, 
ammunition, vehicles and men between Cau Viet, Da Nang, and C hu Lai. 
Bulloch County also took part in "Operation Oregon" moving Marines 
from Chu Lai to Da Nang, and "Nlarket Time" operations patrolling again 
against the smuggl ing of enemy suppl ies along the coast. 

Since returning to San Diego in 1969 the Bulloch County has been 
emp loyed in routine local training operations and logistical support. 

Bulloch County has jus t completed overhaul in preparation for turn­
over to the Republi c of Vi etnam Navy. The s hip will become the Qui Nhon 
(HQ-504). 

The Bulloch County has earned the following awards: Meritorious 
Unit Commendation, National De fense Medal, Vietnam Service and Viet­
nam Campaign Medals, Navy Occupational Medal, American, European, 
African and Middle Eastern Campaign Medals and the World War II Victory 
Medal. 



LIEUTENANT THOMAS CAHILL DAVIS, JR., USN 

Lieutenant Thomas C . Oovis. Jr., Commanding Officer, is H 1959 graduate of 
Dartmouth College . lie received his ~tast.cr of Sc ience degree in Geo logy from the 
University of Alaska in 1961. Upon completion of Officer Candidate School he 
wns commissioned as ensign in Augu.<lt. 1962. 

Licutennnt Dovis' first [lssignment was os communicl:liions officer on USS 
F'runk Knox (DI)-742), He next served as astronomy cour se heod and as on in­
slructor in ai r-ocean envi ronment at the U. S. Naval Academy. In September, 1965 
he attended the U. S. Nava l Destroyer School und graduated w ith distinction. li e 
s erved as operations officer on USS Hanson (00-832) for 17 months and in Septem­
ber 1967 he joined the pre-commissioning crcw of USS Parsons (D0-33) as pros­
pective ope rations officer and assumed these duties upon the sh ip's commission­
ing in Novembor, 1967. 

On 14 June 1969. L ieutenant Davis relieved Lieute nant T. A. Oerf, USN as 
Command ing Officer, USS Stone County (LST-l L41). li e commanded the Stone 
County froUl 14 June 1969 to 1 August 1969. 

On 1 August 1969 Lie utemmt Davis pa rti c ipated in an exchange of command 
ce remony , a unique evolution . Lieutenant Davis relieved Lieutenant Henry J. 
McGoldrick, USN as Commanding Officer USS Bulloch County (LST-509). Lie u­
tenant McGoldrick relieved Lie utenant Davis us Commandi ng Officer USS Stone 
County (LST-1141). 

Lieutenant Davis is qua l ified for command of destroyers. li e is the son of 
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas C . Davis o f Short Hill s , New Jersey and is married to the 
former Marilyn Monia of Beverly I-lill s , California. 

lie is author ized to wear the following awards: National Defense Medal, 
Vietnamese Serv ice Medal, Vietnamese Campaign Meda], Navy Commendation 
Medal. Combat Action Ribbon, Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, and Meritorious 
Unit Commendation and Antarcti c Expeditionary Medal. 

-



LIEUTENANT COMMANDER PHAN PHI PHUNG, RVN 

Lieutenant Commander Phan Phi Phung was born in Vinh, :-Iorth Viet­
nam, on Apri l 18, 1933. He entered the Vietnamese Navy in 1954 and 
graduated in Class Five of the Vietnamese Naval Academy in June, 1955. 

The Lieutenant Commander has seen service jn several units and has 

he ld various important positions: Chief of the Planning Bureau, Com­
manding Officer of River Assault Group Twenty-One, Commanding Orricer 
of the large infantry landing ship, LS1L-328, Chief of the Political Educ­

ation Bureau, Chief of the Psy-War Bureau, Commanding Officer of escort 
patrol ship, PCE-ll, and Commanding Officer of the tank landing ship, 
Oa Nang (HQ-50D. 

In 1963, he underwent training in Basic Oceanographic Hydrography. 

In April, 1970, he is to accept the turnover of the tank landing ship, 
USS Bulloch County (LST-509), in the United States. The ship is to be­
come the Qui Nhon <HQ-504)' 

Lieutenant Commander Phung has 16 medals to his credit for hi s 
naval service. He is married and has one chi ld. 
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