
I:~ \7::5 nOI ~ psychoioGiSI nor dld he 
h~,'~ " G"IUP 01 lette:s behind his nnme 
~J!1l!i)'ir.J him to be 0 bUidancc counce· 
lor. H~ \".:l.~ A\;alion Ordnance Second 
~'SJ I,;;ehc~l Scbfernockcr, USN, bul 
he hod IO:lrned a lot since he was grad. 
UJlo.:i from ~ HOl"lon High School 
~nd enlerod Ihe NO" y Iwo years ago, 

Ht Ilke;! Ihe Navy but had plans for 
, his life when he ~ot oul or Ihe "canoe 
• club" ill IWO mort y~3rs , SuI he will nol 
be bclting oul or the "canoe club: ' ~like 
died )Ionday in Viea>3m when his heli· 
coplcr \\'35 shot dO~il. 

~Iike had 3 younser brother, who like 
so man)' hiGh school boys, is jusl not 
carried away "ith aUending, school. He 
prefers Gelting a job so he can h.ve 
more money. 

In January Mike ca"e his brolhtr 
rome ad,iso, It is ad"ise thaI all Ihe 
"Ro!lni .. " in Ihe country would do well 
10 heod, It is nol from a parent. teacher, 
minisler or youth worker, but from a 
GUY \"ho learned about life looking down 
t.~e barrel of a macl:be gur. mounit'd in 
the door of a helicopter, 

In hopes Ihal his lelter mighl help oLh, 
er boys, Mike's parents. Mr, and I.lrs, 
Jack Scbfernocker, 1810 Edna. ma~e 
Ihis p.ri of his leller "vailable for publi, 
calion, 

"I might have already said sOmeloi"g 
about il belore, but be sure and lell Ron· 
nie to slick wilh school. II he thinks Ih.1 
he is jlul1ing up wilh a 101 of crap Irom 
the te.chers he is 180 off. 

"1 ,ucss you realize now or prob~b:y 
did IJ<olure. bul when 1 left on lhe plane 
for San Diego 10 bool camp Ihal was the 
lasl time U\31 I "ill be aClually Ih'ing al 
ho;;.e, Yes, I may visit. bul I won'l be 
Ih'ing there, I \\ill be ou: in the world on 
my own, I am now, in a sort of a way, 
bul l'ncle Sam is lakin;; rare of me, 
Once I Gol oul of this c.<:ve club I am up 
ag.insl ~ world thaI is mighly, mighly 
big wilh 3 101 of pitfa!!s and problems 
that turn up e\'cry time you lurn around . 
11 kind of >care; me in a \\,ay, because 
ril;hl now I h."enl made up my mind, I 
am going to have to du some fasl Ihink, 
ing, 

"Ronnir, lhc "Cf" k asl VOl! can have 
in loday's world is a hi~h School educ., 

lion, I alii Onding oul now IhIll all these 
girls QI1t1 the cars arcn't whllt thcy are 
maoe up 10 ll:, Vou can'l eat a iSt. and 
what do ,ou do with a girl oncef.U:ft out 
of mO:1cy tr.d can'l hold dqwn a job, ·ll's 
IiIOfe like \Vital's the girl going 10 do. 

In today', world your are going 10 
haye 10 live \\ith one person. Vou are 
gcinlJ 10 ltave problems which will not be 
callsed by anyone bul yourself. No one. *" evcn ~Ium and Dad are going to be 
helping you once you gel oul 01 school 
becausc ,OU know as well as I do that 
ever S;nce we were young, Mom and 
Dad lta"~ been leaching us lhe ways 
Utal Ihey know best. They have been 
GOod enough 10 leach us Ihefaols of Ufe 
Ih.1 Olher people neVer see. 

"You have seen for yourself whal a ue: 
tic hard work will do in the purchasing 
or the car. Io-rom now on your arc going 
10 ba"e 10 see thaI Mom and Dad are 
going 10 h.\'e to s~d by their cuns and 
whal Uley say is the law. 

"E\'eryOOlly gro".,. up. Vou can'l help 
il. Alooe "i·.h fIl""ing up CMles r"'P'ln· 
sibilily, This is nol only 10 you",elf bul 
10 every person Ulal YQII are in louch 
wilh and a lot th.1 you fleVer se~. Rm· 
nie. soll"day you're going 10 w.u:e up 
and sec Thai wital e\'eryone has s;lid will 
have r.J:>4~ scnse, I have done whal I 
can. no. 'l1Ie rest is up 10 you .. , 
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"Mom. I CIl/l sec tlC;7 that IIlIhi1 litOc 
slalemenl to Ronlile I~:l he b not the 
only one with tl prob:Ci'il, Itfffi that 1 too 
3m in litis state, In II "3y. flU I c:ltl say 
is nOIY Ihat I have re:llized It ,I believe 
U,al I am tioing 10 be burning a liUle ;, . more nUcUiight oil.. l ' I .,' 

"Please tell Ronnie lhat I ",;U make a 
barGain and a bet with him, I camo! say 
whal the slakes wiU be except happiness 
"nd being weU otfand the olller things 
Ihal go wilh 3 life thaI is lived to its ful· 
lest. Bul, I bet you Rohnic thaI my life 
will be more fruilful and ihl I will be 
more set for life wiUtin Ule next seven 
years than you will. 1 woult! really like 
to know you/!answer and 1 want you 10 
know that 1 am dead serious, 

"I c'ln'l think of,;I)lucl\ -/llore, to say. 
but Ihal I miss you ~ll and 'I . will be 
seeing you all in 5 and I~ monU1S:: 

'Ibcre il is. To the "Ronnies" in this 
,'OUnlry wh" w~nl to quit school befon' 
Ihey are prepared, Some advise and a 
challenge from a sailor who did all he 
could, He diP.d so you would have th,. 
freodom 10 decide If you will be a suc· 
cess or failure-'1he resl is up to 
you .... •• 
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