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1. A special report is hereby submitted to cover combat action by the 1st Battalion, 14th Infantry which occurred approximately 25 kilometers south of Da Nang during the period 3-28 February 1968. 

2. The reasons for this special report are as follows: 

a. Tb provide a comprehensive summary for historical purposes of the battalion's activities during a continuous and prolonged period of combat against a determined NVA enemy. 

b. Tb provide a forum for examination of lessons learned by this battalion during a period of intense combat activity. 

3. It is hoped that this account of activities and comments by the battalion commander will be of interest and possible benefit to the readers. 
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REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 

CONFIDE ..... TIA .. 

J February - 28 February 1968 

ENGAGENENTS AROUND HARD CORE 

(GOLDEN DRAGONS) 

I. Combet Assuult (P. 2) . 

II. Initwl Contact (P. 3) 

III. Engc.gcments to effect Encirclement (P. 6) 

IV. Rocket/¥JOrtur Attuck ag~inst Hardcore (P. 8) 

V. The Attack to the Elst (P. 9) 

VI. ~!op up-Operations <:Jf the Area North and West of Hardcore (P. 15) 

VII. The Push to the South (P. 19) 

VIII. RcllI'l.rks nbout Control of Comoot Power (P. 35) 

IX. ROm:lrks about Close Air Strikes (P. 42) 

X. Rerorks about usc of U.S. Arnw Helicopters and other Light Aircrt).ft in 

a Non-Permissive Environment (P. 46) 

XI. ROm:lrks about usc of CS (P. 51) 

XII. Remnrks c.bout ~!inibase Goncepts (P. 54) 

XIII. Gonclusion (P. 56) 

Illustrations: Figure Ita fI ... Orientation 
Figure "b" ... Initial Contact (4. 5 February) 
Figure "e" ••• Encirclement 
Figure "d" ... Attack to the East 
Figure lie t1 ••• Mop-up Operations 
Figure "f" ... The Push to the South (18-22 Febroory) 
Figure "g" ... The Push to the South (23-24 February) 
Figure "h tI ••• Gun-Target Line/Flight Fath 
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COl,IEAT ASSAULT 

Elements of the 2d NVA Division were employed in the 1968 TET offensive in 

the Da Nang - Hoi An area. In,order to block and otherwise isolate these 

elements from their traditional base camp area in the hirftlands east of 

An Hoa, the 1st a~ttalion, 14th Infantry alonf, with other 3d Brigade, 4th 

Infantry Division elements was ordered by the Americal Division (the brigade 

was under the ope~tional control of the Americal Division durinc this 

action) to organize an area of operations (AO) to include the critical 

hifh ~round south of Da Nang, east of An Hoa, and west of Hoi An. The 

Golden Draeon battalion commander, during a reconnaissance on 3 February 

with the brigade commander, Colonel George E. Wear, and the 2d Battalion, 

9th Artillery commander, Lieutenant Colonel Gerald B Bobzien, selected 

the site of the combat assault to be the topographiCD.l crest (BMl48 -

AT978501) of the most prominent ridee in the area of operations in order 

to secure terrain for the battalion firebase. On this reconnaissance 

it was verified that that the ceneral area was "hot", due to observc.tions 

both from on the ['round c.nd from the air. Four gunships and eleven lift 

aircrD.ft (UHl) provided the Army aircraft assets for the cor.hat i'.ss::.u1t. 

An artillery preparation was fired from the firebase to the southeast 

(1st Battalion, 35th Infantry) and from l~(nrine artillery to the north and 

northwest. Due to poor ~reather conditions the effects of the prepn.r,~,tion 

could not be observed with clarity. However, the first lift landed 

almost without incident, althourh fire was received from the vicinity of 

the landin[ zone. As the succeeding lifts arrived, the fire became more 

intense. Antiaircraft fire, both 30 cal and 12.62, W[.s directed against 
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CONflOENTIAL 
the incoming lift and gunships from at least four confirmed lOcD,tions. 

One "Blue Ghost" gunship from the 7/17th Air Cavalry was hit by 12.62 mm 

ground/air fire; it crash landed and was abandoned by the crew, who were 

picked up by one of the other gunships I Alpha Company, the lead rifle 

.,.. company on the heliborne combat assault, was fOllowed by Delta Company. 

Immediately behind Delta was the 4.2 inch mortar platoon which was airlifted 

into the landing zone by CH-47 (Chinook) helicopters. Tho enemy fire on the 
LZ increased in intensity in spite of return fire by A and D Companies and 

thc gunships; two casualties were incurred by Alpha Company and two more by 

the heavy /IlOrtar platoon while off-loading. A fire started around the 

landing gear of the Chinook but fo!'turiately a crCW!iVJ.n Wns able to extingUish 
it allowing the aircraft to lift off from the LZ. 

By the closing hours of the first day, two rifle companies (A and D), the 

4.2 inch mortar platoon and a battr,lion control clement led by the 8-3 
~ were firmly entrenched on the L2, now named ''Hardcore.'' A listening post 

was established by the second platoon of Delta Company, 400 meters west 

of Hardcore. At approJd.mately 0400 hours on the /IlOrning of 4 February an 

undetermined size NVA force was surprised by the listening pest and a short 
fire fight ensued. A rolief force sent from the second platoon swept the 

contact area, finding two confirmed NVA killed, two RPG mnchineguns and 

a B40 rocket launcher. Tho four man listening post incurred two wounded 

in the encounter. 
(Figure "a" depicts significant terrain features around Hardcore) 

II 
INITIAL CONTACT 

The remaining major elements of the battalion closed Hardcore on 4 February. 

-----------------,-- --,------



CONFIDENTIAL A Company pushed to tho southwest, B Company to tho north, and D Company to the northeast from 12 Hardcore. Besides the usual se~rch nnd destroy mission, D Company was to secure the area for the extraction of the UHI gunship which hali been shot down during the combat assault on the pr<:lvious day; the gunship was rigged and extracted. No maneuver company had con-tect other than for an occasional sniper round until afternoon. 
About 1300, when pushing west into the snell village of Tho Son (AT985516). B Company hit a determined NVA unit, estimated to be a reinforced platoon or larger size unit. The fight ensued until dark. On four occasions, the B Com~~ co~~nder. C~p~~in Bruco G. Shipley, hammered against the hostile position; each time was with the support of artillery. Arlll)7 gunships raked the area. The battalion requested and roceived an immediate airstrike on the tOlrget. 

The enem.y would wait until lead elements wero within 3 - 5 meters away before firing from their positions, later determined to be an "L" shaped ambush. Although the onelll)7 positions were not fully exploited until the following day, B Company confirmed three enenw killed and captured three (3) AK 47 rifles and eight enemlf packs. It is believed that tho enemlf losses wero in fact much higher. Finally, tho battalion ccmmander orderod Captain Shipley to withdraw from the area of contact in order to reorganize for the night and prepare for tho next day's offensive. 

In order to withdraw, Captain Shipley hed to evacuate one seriously wounded man from the forward area of contact. The assigned Dustoff aircraft, piloted by Warrant Officers NOrman Shanahan and Gregory Shuntz, effected a daring voluntary pick-up of the wounded man, Supported by a ring of 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
outgoing suppressive fire from elements of B Company, the pilot spiraled 
the Huey into the tight perimeter, now blazing with outgoing protoctive fire. 
Flying conditions were complicatod by the oncoming dusk. However, the 
extraction was incredibly effected without hits olf the.Dus'fotr . -. 
aircraft. The battalion commander, who witnessed the rescue from his OP 
at Hardcore and listened to the radio transmissions associated with the 
pick-up, remD.rked that if Hollywood had produced the dram that unfolded in 

about 15 minutes, no one would believe it! 

The battalion commander decided to attack the stubborn position with two 

companies (B and D) at first light the next day, 5 February, The attack 
was from a new direction (from the south) and was preceded by an artillery 
preparation. The execution of the attack was marred by an artillery com-
putation error which caused 2 rounds of 105 mm howitzer to fall within 
the command group and the 1st platoon of D Company. The company commander, 
Captain Charles L. Cosand, was among the nine friendly troops wounded. 
Although he suffered hits in the face and leg, Captain Cosand resolutely 
mairitained command of D Company until the objective was secured before 
temporarily releasing the company to thc executive officer, in order to be 
treated by the battalion surgeon. 

With tho enemw driven off by the ground action of the previous day, the 
artillery firing during tho night and the two company attack, both companies \. 
now swept through the objective easily. In retrospect Captain Shipley 
concluded that because of the configuration of the "L" shaped enemy position" 
without prior knowledge of its exact location, only a direct assault was \ 
possible. He had attempted to outflank it the previous day without success • 
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CONFiDENTIAL 
The results of the first three days of action were 5 NVA killed, 3 weapons 

captured, with 16 wounded suffered by friendly forces. 
(Figure 111)11 depicts tactical maneuver of 4 & 5 February) 

III 

ENGAGEI'JENTS TO EFFECT ENCIRCLEl'lENT 

The following day,. 6 'February 1968, both B and D Comp<l.nics crossed the Song 

Chiem Son (River) b~fore .first light in.pursuit of the remain:ing enerJY from 
the previous .two days t encounters •. These two companies were to ··eweep to 

the north and west, while·A Company was· to move directly west on the· south 

side of the river to complate the ·encirclement ... 

Bravo Company was movitlg along the main trail running northeast - southwest 

: in the vicinity of Thanh !IV (AT972533) when the point platoon called the 

company co~~nder to determine if friendly elements were located to their 

front. They reported that a large group of soldiers were waving to them 

from across the rice paddy. The B Company commander then called Delta 

Compo.ny to determine if Delta had B Company in sight. Upon receiving an 

"affirmative" answer, the point platoon ""'.s told to move across the' paddy,. 

Once in the open, th<3 enell\Y opened fire; the soldiers spotted by the point 
were "dinks," not Delta Company. At this time D Company'was in fact at 

least 1.5 kilometers away to the northeast; it is unknown whether they had 
actually sighted Bravo Company or theNVA. 

D Company was immediately ordered to rolieve the pressure on B Cor.Ipany. 

After a difficult maneuver, D Company came into position. and due to the 

support of gunships, artillery and fire"and maneuver by both companies. the 

situation was favorably resolved by the end of activities on the 4th day of 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
operations in the AO. 

The next day, 7 FebrU;lry, the basic operation continued. A Company, loca.ted 

near La Nam (AT96051S), experienced heavy fire from two directions as it 

began its ~rly morning movement. The enemy struck as the battalion 

co=nd and control (C&C) aircraft W<lS landing at the cOll\Pany loc!'.tion. The 
C&C pilot w:>.s killed; several others were wounded and the aircraft was 

ci"Ulk .... ged. After calling for artillery fire and saturating the target with 

direct fire, the area appeared sufficiently secure to bring in a medicccl 

cvacuation (Dustoff) aircraft for the wounded. This aircraft also was 

doonn.ged by ground to air fire and was forced down at the A Company 

location. Heavy artillery fire and an airstrike were utilized in an 

attempt to reduce the pressure on Company A. The Alpha unit could not 

maneuver all platoons until the two downed aircraft could be rigged and 

evt:.C\k"l. ted. 

Meanwhile, D Comp.-"lny, 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry was ordered by . 

b'rigade to the "operational control" of the Golden Dragons. This freed 

C Company to go to the aid of A Company and also f?cilitated the encirclement 

from the south. C COll\P1l.ny advanced to the area of greatest threat to A 

Company (vicinity coordinates AT956523), allowing the helicopters to be 

evacuated. In the meantime both Band D Companies were completing their 

sweep to the north and west 11Oross the Song Chiem Son (River). ;,s tho 5th dey 
7 February,ended, Band D Companies were in blocking positions (coordinates ' 

AT967542 and AT960542 respectively) across the northern fork of the Song 

Chiem Son (River) and A and C Companies were in position (coordirotes AT950520 
and LT944526 respectively) to move to the northeast to sweep the kill zone 
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CONFIDENTlA'-
formed by the encirclement maneuver. In.prep~ration for the sweep of 

$ Febru~ry, airstrikes and artillery were utilized. A and C Companies 

moved into the objective area encountering sporadic resistance and taking 

light friendly cas~lties. Total results of the encirclement actions (from 

6 Febr~ry through $ Febr~ry) included 32 enenv KIA, :3 enenw weapons CIA 

while US Forces suffered $ KIA, and 25 wounded. 
(Figure "c" depicts tactical I113.neuver of 6, 7 & $ February) 

IV 
ROCKET/MORTAR ATTACK AGAINST HARDCORE 

On the morning of $ February 1968, approxim8.tely 6 mortar rounds and three 

or four 122 rnm rocket rowds were directed against Hardcore. Immediately 

reports from Band D Compc.nies localized the mortar positions, and counter 

mortc.r fire was directed by these compenies, utilizing the batt,o,lion 4.2 

inch mortar platoon. 

Fortulli~tely, the battalion commander at the battalion OP observed the flash 

of f:ire from the rocket position and artillery fire was directed against it. 

Fortunately, a130 the airborne FAC was overhead and assisted Ill3.terially in 

directing supporting 105 mID artillery into the rocket position. An 

immediate airstrike request diverted several flights of fighters which 

accurately struck the rocket position; the effort was of course controlled 

by the airborne FAC. The airstrikes uncovered an antiaircraft firing crew 

I113.nning their weapon, which also was struck. No mortar or rocket rounds 

were fired subsequent to the retaliatory effort by the battalion. It is 

believed that the rocket position W~S destroyed, and that as a minimum 

the morte.r positions were forced out of action. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
The rocket firing position was located outside the Golden Dragon area of 

operations at coordinates AT967572. Close lil'.:lmm with the 3d Battalion, 

7th Mo.rine Regement fe.cilitated clearance for the a:t:tUlery and airstrike. 

v 

THE ATTACK TO THE E4ST 

Instructions from brigade Nquired that the battalion attack to the east on 

9 February into a ne~lly authorized extension of the area of operations, 

approx~tely described by the following coordinates: BT 0055. 0052, 0353, 

0356. This action was in response to recently acquired intelligence me.terial 

indicating that a large size NVA unit had moved into the area. The attack 

was coordinc.ted with a silnilar action by the 1st Battalion, 35th Inhntry, 

located to the east of the Golden Dragon area of operation. Accordingly, 

A and C Companies were ordered to attack to the cast, with appropr~~te 

objectives dosignated in the eastern portion of the AO extension. In order 

to control the activities of the battalion during this phase of operations, 

the battp.lion cOl1lllk".nder moved overland with a small command group and 

estp,blishcd ~, daylight observation post on the northeastern part of the 

ridgeline, vicinity AT9S9509; it afforded excellent observation and redio 

coverage of the area of interest. 

After advancing across the north - south railroad tracks, C Company soon 

encountered elements of the enerrw force, verifying its presence in the area. 

After a stiff fight in the vicinity of Ban Lanh (BT005537), Charlie Company 

effectiv~ly reduced the initial resistance by means of artillery and gunship' 

support, direct weapons fire, and unit maneuver. Unfortunately, two short 
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CONfiDENTIAL. 
rounds of 105 nm howitzer wounded two of C Company's men. 14edevac waS're­
quested for these and other casualties; however,' the aircraft waS sorehol>' ' 

downed enroute and the Battalion C&C aircraft with Doctor David E. Bishop, , . 
the battalion surgeon, on board, tended ,to the evacuation. The company then 
closed on the main enell\'f position, met heavy resistance and proceeded to 
destroy the enell\'f force. • 

A serious problem eXisted in that the 1st platoon's' ammunition supply was 
nearly depleted due to the earlier contact and the 2d platoon was about half 
way through its .. Bupply of annmmition for the same reason. An emergency resupply 
of ammunition was requested; the helicopter attempted to land, but was 

driven off by intense enell\'f fire. Also, initially, priority of artillery 

fires and gunship support was given elsewhere due to the serious situation 

developing concurrently with Bravo Company (which will be discussed later). 

Regardless of these obstacles, Charlie Company tackled the objective, a 
ifeaVily 'trodded'aWa '%riiifug&ian ~aii't·:: iJes'6'!&:£s:' bii''.tts : aoutBEirn"side­
wall"~igld:ff 20"Uei"d'eet\j"o'n c'f/ie'nelrtherri':S:1d:1i 'Wa~thEl :song jKy'ta:m:CIH'f~i') ~ 
Wheilmatdrig"'cionUict 'w"1'ththeeh<.rw. : C C6mp,iny : was' 16i:,,J;t~d ;bti."~he ,,,<hltWiifh si"", 

, ... -," "-". .. ·.~'··-"'.r ~V'· '; ~", , -.. ",' .' -
The second platoon .was used as a diversionary force in that it placed fire ";<" ., ,"';-~'" ",~ '._:_:'::~1/':~ ','1 ' .. 

on the enell\'f's flank while the third platoon maneuvered from the west to 
the:' east' ''toward 'tM6bjec'ti1ie; :Th~ 1st 'pIa t66ri~$: u8'ed'~€Oi!lecui'e;a1::'LZ'C';i 
!or:1!he li.i1irin.tnitiori' resupply : The 'Ccor.ipar\y'CT' arid 131' riiiJlnl6rtai'''elertieni !. " I' . , 

were:1:,,\3ilp,::ilSed as' 'a::reserve'-;"!it. ltNl ftime -the'6blnj!R'riy' cOl!lJJl!tnder'j'Ca'pui'irr" "'! ;"", 

Robert'R;:iVaughh;; coultlnot' idetermirlEi 'tnesiie '6f:t;l'ie: enem,.'~1lo~<e. ,,:'The third 

pla:toonengagedthe enem;f anc:i' ;receivtid 'in-6ertse':.a.titemat'i'O' rwea'pf111e rife;' . 'The 
,. 

", ,- /.1.'.'-,"", 
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~ONBDENT'AL 
CP and reserve reinforced the 3d platoon and. the order \>laS given to adjust 

weapons for automatic fire in order to gain superiority. At tirJes the fight-
ing was as close as 1 - 10 meters. 

The woodline was encircled by a trench six feet deep. The enemy occupied 
the trench system and the several "hootches" beyond it. The attacking troops 
made maximum use of M-79 grenade launchers, lAWS, and hand grenades in gain-
ing possession of the ene~ positions. Once in the trenches an enemy 82 mm 

mortar was captured and 25 known dead within 20 meters of friendly positions 
were counted. All the dead had packs and weapons and were wearing CIlmouflaged 
uniforms, Another 20 or more were seen being carried off but were not accounted 
for as oonfirmed or possible kills. The trenches afforded good cover but 

greatly limited the maneuvering area. Gunships were requested and they pursued 
the enemy 'Who was now attempting to escape to the northeast. The company w~s 

forced to discontinue further pursuit in order to get the much needed resupply 
of ammunition which had fina.lly arrived. 

After the completion of the resupply, a night laager was found 100 meters from 
the objective; gunships c.nd artillery were employed to saturate the entire are.:?. 
About 0300 hours that night, noises were heard coming from the contact area. 
The "dinks" were pounding on gongs and chanting "hey Joe, you nULlber 10, you. 
die! It Shortly afterwards seven morte.r rounds believed to be 82 mm were re-

ceived inside the COmpllny perimeter. h.t the same time a light was seen and 
movement WC'.s heard to the east of the perimeter about 30 meters out. ;, hand 
grenade was thrown and the light went out and the movement ceased. As IJ. result. 

the mortars stopped firing. 

f 
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CONfiDENTIAL Concurrent with C Company's action of 9 February, Alpha ColllP<1ny was heavily 
engaged in assisting both C CoI:lp<!ny of the 1st Battalion, 35th Infantry and 
in reducing the pressure on C Company of the Golden Dragon battalion. 

In the meantime, B Company was ordered to proceed with all avaih~ble speed to 
block possible escape routes for the enerow from Charlie Company's assault. 
After moving only about 1000 meters, B Company engaged a numerically superior 
enemy (NVA) force in vicinity of Boa An Dong (AT985535). A violent small arms 
and hand grenade battle took place in Which the NVA used short range rockets 
(B-40 type) and 82 rom mortars. Counter-mortar fire directed from the battalion 
OF silenced one mortar position and seVerely restricted the action of one other. 
However, B Company took serious casualties; the enemy was entrenched and de-
termined to stay and fight. At the time the I!.ction started, B CoTapany was in 
file and the enerow split the file with recoilless rifle fire, isolating the 
second platoon. The company com~nder gave the order for the remaining three 
platoons to withdraw and form a perimeter. At this time the entire eletwnt 
was receiving heavy recoilless rifle, B-40 machinegun I!.nd mortar fire. 

The company commander instructed the 1st platoon to move up two squads in 
an attempt to relieve the pressure on the 2d platoon's flank. This required , 
them to "low-crawl" over three hundred meters, which they did successfully. 
The 1st platoon relieved the 2d platoon, recovered the wounded and moved 
beck into the perimeter formed by the retlllJ.inder of the company. The 2d platoon's 
dead had to be left in the contact area. 

At about 1430 hours, Delta was committed to the relief of B Company and finally 
after a bloody battle both companies linked up and were able to reorganize for 
the night. 

; 
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l~'hile reorga.nizing, eleven of the wounded from Band D Companies had to be 

evacuated from the con~lct area. Due to the seriousness of the wounds, an 

attempt had to be made for evacuation before dark. The landing zone was 

marked with. smoke and covering fire from small arms was given by elements of 

the two companies. Gunships protected the evaCUZltion from the air. As the 

Dustoff landed, enemy 82 mm mortar rQunds fell in the perimeter and heavy 

ener.'\V automatic weapons fire hit in and around the landing zone. The evacuation 

W".s effected but: not Without I.Wlor' casuhlties. One of the gunships protecting 

the Dustoff was shot down. The pilot fought the aircraft all the way to the 

g,'o'mn; It crashed, but mir('.culously the crow was unhurt. They were picked-up 

by a sister gunship. ThA glIDsh:l.p ""'.s ev('.cu-". ted the next day. 

After the casualties were evacuated. an attempt was Ill'lde by Band D Compe.nies 

to withdraw from the inmedi.ate area, B Company met heavy resistance . and could-

not move. It was de>eided by both cOl1lln9.nders to remain in the contact v.rea for 

the night. As darkness closed a final mortar attack fell on D Companyts 

position killing four and wounding s:ixteen more. 

ed to probe the friendly positions. 

After dark the enemy attern~t-
;, 

During the reorganization thct evening, the third platoon of Bravo Company 

was separated from the main body and forced to organize D. pla.toon perimeter. \ 

At approximately 2100 hours, the enemy attempted to slip by the third platoon' 

on a major east - west trail. The enemy had no idea of the third pl('.toon t s 

location and fired recoilless rifles at random. This triggered the firing of 

an enemy 82 mm mortar. The enemy recoilless riflemen, apparently thinking the 

mort(lr belonged to Bravo Company, bid heavy fire directly on the tube. In 

turn, the mortar shelled the recoilless rifle positions. Thus an all night 

. 
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firefi@lt erupted between t~~ encrnw units with the third plltoon enjoying the 

show. At this point in the confusion, nn enenlY platoon (on line) laid down a 

heavy base of fire. In return the enenw recoilless riflemen walked the strike 

of their weapons up and down the other eneqy position. 

There is no way of knowing how many "dinks" were eliminated by each other. 

However the third platoon also took their toll. The enenw moved pest the 

platoon location on two parallel trails, with the third platoon in a trench 

between the trails. The platoon used hand grenades which they threw on the trail 

after holding them for three seconds with pins pulled and hand safety released. 

Again the enenw could not determine the source of the grenades and would fire 

their weapons in fear and desperation into their own ranks as they moved along 

the trails. /;.t first light the next morning, the third platoon joined the 

remainder of the compuny. 

A portion of the ni@lt perimeter was manned by the weapons platoon of D 

Compa!J.Y. They were dug in beside a trail bordered by a heavy bamboo hedgerow. 
" ': '. "," .... : :,"', · .. ···t 

'fheepQHi' . .thtEl"",ei@lt to ten grenades at their positions with little effect; 
( .' .. ': ;,' :" "",:'" "" 

The gren/lid$Bc<:?\lJ.4:not clear the bamboo and they fell hl\rnlessly short of the 
~ . '. " ': i. ..: . 

intendeq' t#aef,.', 
' .. , .. '." .: .. '~ 

, ' 

On the'n~ day, 10 February 1968, an extensive U.S. Air r'orce airstrike, 
',:'- ;':" , 

'." '.' ' ''',',' 

ahH+I3!i'and mortar prcpar:\tion;. to include CS munitions and U.S. ArrfIy gun­
: / .-:. :~':'::- ,:,') ~.,., 
s~ip"fil'esoftened up the objective area. Band D ComlX'mies advanced to seize 
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enemy position further to the east. In the objective area were numerous 

indications that the previous day I s fighting had inflicted heavy casualties on 

the NVA. The total results for A, B, C, and D Companies in the two day oper­

ation were 116 enell\\' killed, 25 individU9.1 we<lpons and one Sl IlmI mortar CIA 

with 13 U.S. soldiers killed and 53 wounded. 

(Figure "d" portrays the tactical concept in "Attack to the East") 

VI 

MOP-UP OPERATIONS OF 'ffiE AREA NORTH AND WEST OF HARDCORE 

On 11 February, B Company, 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry, on a local sweeping 

action, received sniper fire from a hamlet, An Tam 2 (AT95550S), only 1.S km 

from Hardcore. (The company had been under operational control of the Golden 

Dragons since 10 February 1965). In order to attack the enemy from the northeast 

the company commander ~~refully worked his platQons using a combination of 

direct fire, maneuver, and indirect fire support until ho ran·into stiff 

resistance from within the inner confines of the built up area. Due to the 

pressure the for~.rd mozt ele~ent fell back but not all the men were able to 

withdrllw; a wounded man, a dead comrade, and a nachinegun (without bol.t) 

remained. The company iIlmIedintely prepared for another'attack in order to over-

run the position; artillery and mortar fire were used in preparation. As the 

wind direction ~as favorable, the 4.2 inch mortar platoon firod their 3 

1:<enp.ining rounds of CS ammunition in support of the assault. The battalion 
" ", , 

cor.nl1a~(hln4 control aircraft, loaded with CS grenades, orbited overhead with tho 
~ ,', ;.1' I{. ". 

S3 Ai~;L:!.Elutennrit Harold Ebbit, on board. 
/'.: .' ~:j . ~ .. ,j." ,,: ?(::,. 

-,' ~ >' ~ ';., • 

~.. . . . : ' ' 

1'rie' 6drlpartyattack'W<!s successfuJ"in allowing the wounded to be carried from 
~t,')' ."', . '-.. ,I ':,' .__ . 
the b8.ttler~el(h Holteyer., 
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that the eneriw was now located across the river from the attacking unit. 

B Company was forced to withdraw, leaving the body of one soldier and the 

machinogun in the contact area. 

Heammile, an incident in a some'What lighter vein occurred. While orbiting 
above the village, the command and control aircraft ran short of fuel. As 

B Company had not called for CS hand grenades to be dropped, Lieutenant 
Ebbit and his crew of grenadiers were caught with several CS grenades with pins 
loosened, ready to be dropped.· To conserve time the aircraft commander elected 
to fly to the M9.rine Airbase (Industrial Complex~ AT875475) to refuel. Un- i 

fortunately the readied CS grenades rolled from the door of the UHl and. burst . . \ 
underneath the Marine control tower. There were apologies galore from the 

\ 

etlbarrassed crew of the "Charlie-Charlie"; howeVer, U.S. Arnw - U.S. }!arine 
relations reached their nadir, especially for the Golden Dragons! 

When it returned from the refueling tlission the battalion commander dispatched 
the id,rcra:ftf~fhe~~mp~r&"s loca"tion ..!ith th~ ~'tt~ii~n su'rgebri on board. 
The viounded mitnr~<covered.fromthe forward area was in seriouS condition, and" 

the mildicaleVaci.i.tion helicopter had been delayed for some unknown reason. 

The. companr medicl3 worked desperately to keep th~ ll\9.ll a~iv~, as he. was being 
moved to a .se.c.ure helicopter l:j.ft area. They. had almost worked their way to . '. '. '-'" ,,- . -; ~' ,-, " '. "', -"., -, .... -:: ' '', -' !' , -' " '-," , . " "," ~ " " . 

the. evacwtion pad. As the Golden Dragon surgeonarrived~.1l dislll'lyed voice ." ,," " :_, ." ..I '.,,_,. '" '_ .. ',- .' _ _-

announced over the rndio only two words· -- "he's .dead!" }jav:ing barely touched , ,.... : ' ;' , , -'.' ',:.: ' ...' :'{'j "; L '.,_ ': ,'" '; ." '. ,'- ' 
down, the co=nd and control. <1.ircraft returned to the fireb<l.se • . l " ' .' - ',.' -" , ' , ' .. ' : '" 

The follciwirig day; :12 'February,' two 'contpanies attaCkedrr~in a C'd:!.fferent 

df.re6tfdri (£licim' the south) with" Delta Compani,2dBatta:fion',35th'InfM.try~ 
c:Ommandedby Capiaii-i 'Rdbe~t If.Sclierer':cin the West ~ide-cifthe'rivei'i arid 
Bl'airoCo~. '. 4th '·l3attalibn ,31St: !ri:f~nf~ ) olithe-ea~t.· ·ElOth'cOlliPanies· ran 
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',> , 

ihto,mine~ .!lnd bOQ~y'traps';; Deita'cotilP~.idr~~'~rdper!;1'fr.~:~roin;t~ei,~,lc!iriit'y . . , . ." ' ., ,-," ., .. ' : ..... -' ., .. ' . 

'ofCh~~' P~6;)g' (AT94S502)i .Hol.Je\Ter~;th~, ;ri:ttack~~~:r~~~~dthe'~rieh(Y:~s'Ai:6& 
t~~ubpleartdr~~oiiei-edthe d~~I:!,'art~th~~.ch~e,~: . 'It,. was . d:tsco;j:ei'~~d ;i~o:t', 
-' .:: ", i~ "," , " "".:-.. -, ,'- _,'.', ,-' ", ,--, .~. . -', ,"' .. t,,:':" I', _ ' " . the, .position;.iri.additiori tope£ni~eterided.l:iy mmes .. and. pooPy traps, was. 

~lso p~otecte4 ;~~xt!1!ls~v~, b.~er;j.n~, aJ'l~!"~cJi~l~e •..• ··The .r~.~l1lt~ i9f,t!,1is ;f:','",.! ,,\;~ ':.," ~ ", :>."'"'_:','.:;,.' ,.,' . /~_1 '.j )"."; ,:'; ,}.), ./1": ;;: ;,;'. ,:~ _ 1 :'\'" :' .. r.!'., ~" • ' . .:.:t'~·, _, .'''; .', . '_ ;::-'7~ ,'.~"< ~:', '; :.:. :". :,':'"'::-:', "."':' -" .':;,,~. '_'~~~' _. 
twCl. da,y, p.~ti?!l,;w,e;Eb1,4enelllf 1{IA~, 3.:;~.9:pon~.pIA~l1acolI~. qti):d~ll,qallq,.;,? .... ;;~ .}; ; • ,', • -,! .... : ',;' ':, ..... ':'_ ' ;; -':,': /";'~,::~:'(, .,' ,: ',' •. ': , ,-: "" _,.'';';.~ ,"::-. _.~.:.~ .:,:'~ )' ".; { ::.~',::: :vi ':'l~:~ ~·,i;~:· ~~, • ,',' .:.~ ·"i,:.) ''i,'j ::J ':',,' (' 

•. we. und. e. P.· ., , , '''', .< ••..•..• '",. -,'.!, • t' -;: ...... ".-.. ~.;. ":"'"<)-::~ \,., '.~ .,'/ ""~':'~" I, 

On 13Febr~rY,B:Company,' 4th' Ba h~libn,3iBtJ.illfantryWasLrel~eed:. to.~h~ " 
oont1-0:3: of':its' pa~ent orgatihat.ion.~'BY'. thiitinl!l~ the\a61de~r'bragbnare~ of· . . " _:', ,.' ,_' :", . .' ,~,? :,')}, - '.,' , " .', . .;1,: ", ,;"!-,' ';, . ',' ,_,',. " operations was. reduced· in.size"generally.; bye .th:!iV;terHtory covered' in: :the., attack 
to the .. eaist.EXtensi~e .sear.ch and destroy· operations were initiated in order <,.' 

. 

to Clear out the areas offorme~contact intlw flat laztp,S, a~jac:en~ t~,. 
Hardcor~. , Additional;Ly~lllaneuver by rifl,e ~lI1pani~s A, a, .and C wasdesign~d 

".-", " 

to block tra,ditionClt avenues Ofinfilt~~t,.~bnintheare,a. On. the first day 
, , 

<:~.~-hls;~~f'~,e':l(ff~:~t~{ .0~e,~~t:o~~Gf,~~~_~,,¥a{Fc?t~j:,,~~~f~f~?rf~~~h,1-;.~~;rrc~'?J!e:~, . . .' . '. ., , 

a,bo1i~,,5.!5m ,'f.:ll, .1:.oL~!J,~Ji.I:.e,pa~e •. , .~I'J!C>Si'~~OJ!\:~~}·ed~~ed,bl~if.~.)·.~,,\~)W;l}.?~ver ••. -' 6 -:".) .,."'" · .... ·4" ·"i·'.C.j''''I.':,_~'..J, ."'., ...... ,. ', .... '"".-.~::'.~,~ •. -.' .\<..r".':, .. _ •. , " ..• .,;",.>~:-,', ... , ", .I,,~. """', .,~~~L", .... ,., ... .J: ':",,~ .. :' ... '.' 

"?;~h J:tf:~N~~, ,0~u~~Pffft~?~f ;~tnr~~-,~~:;a,~;~t~f11:,fr,~~~he "~f~J~~~1~, 4~~~t;.~0~,r~ection. " .. ,,', " ," -, 

~~~:y1~~'(,i~~~ ,~~~~:T~0~J3~! (~n:, .. ~:~1,~$l\fh8_~)t~~~; :,~ee.,.cren,~~~,:~~~,rt~r~fj; t~~? 
~~(~~.t7d }l.u,~ie~s!!lllyr.· "~lli,t~~?;u1~S c>~t '~l·.el' .. qaYf·.' ~cC>Pt:~'c1;iWefe,~.e~e"-i:k,· ~~ed, ':,~:."::, " .;:;. ":;"'~:_:''''''', .'_-l~_::~"-; .. ,,~~:I,.j: _":.lj .. ,~;,I,t·:, ... ji,""_·"). !",,~:_ .. .':1:;:. ~,,_:~.~ t,,:. '~_"':-~/'~Y..\·::<'''''::'_ ,"" '_"""_~, '~;'I'" ,*;" .. ~f.~~J?~ns'c<\ptur~d~thbri1Y2 U.S.' soldi~;s WIA •. " .'..' .•.. ' ;",~.J""""''''''''4 -:,. _ .'! '.' ,', .. \" :,_ "",_.,,(,,",_. . , !"', 
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A and C Companies moved to counteract the activity. Apparently reacting to 
the maneuver companies, about 40 enenv were observed in the open area along 
a river bank (AT966531) about 2.5 km north of Hardcore. The Assistant 
Division Commander) B~igadier General Charles W. ~der Jr., who was present 
at the battalion OP, assisted in calling mortar and artillery fire on the 
eneIl\V. About 20 rounds of 4.2 inch CS munitions were employed to increase 
the effectiveness of the high ex~losive rounds. Meanwhile, both companies 
made contact about 1.5 km away from the observed location of enemy described 
above. C Con~nY' in the vicinity of CD. Bon (AT949534), was engaged sharply 
while crossing an open area between two forested. village complexes. C Company 
used artillery, gunships and maneuver to continue the advance toward the enell\V 
sighted in the open. While C and A Companies fought to get to the objective 
area, mortar and artillery succeeded in holding the enemy in place until an 
airs trike, previously preplanned for another target in the AO, was diverted 
to the current enernw location. Close air support, increased qy three other 
"diverts" accurately hit the area with high drag bombs, napalm, and CBU. It 
was evident to observers that the enernw had been hard hit. However, due to 
the concurrent contact qy A and C Companies, C Company could not fight their 
Wily to the area of the airstrike until 15 February. ,>::.1,:.., 

".":'~:~., ' . 
. '. ',. ~ , ," i~":.;_' .~.),,),;, I-

A/l'e~+y':ljiP~~~ attack on 15 February was utilized to gain control of the , .'~" ",', ........... '; ,.'. r~ \1"'''', f' ~ 

~bj~Atf~~'~;i:~)~~~t~ii~f':#1e'ar¥·~~!l?;lo,.Sl1dy bod~~s. ~ever~. ~ag, trails and 
.' . " ::: :'. .' '".' - ' . ' :...".. •• ';', ',: :': ',' .. :: "". j" :,'.- ,,:. '. , .',' : ':';'. ""'. othe~\3~i4~n?e1ihjlr t~~ ~~r~t.~~e rll,~f?\jIl~ ,~~~ ~r~~ "'Ii!, ~~. ~~!!rPl1 ~£t;~~ 

are~~ {:R~~IlY~,,~~n§te,n~+r"~~r~~~!ld ~. ~¥per t~e, ttit.pe w~e\JPl~A' 
• ..'" ':.' .' '"':' , ". ,.,., .... \, : ri •• ,." ".:,,' "' •• '., "'<', ,:', :.,. .~ Compariy ~e!!rch~dq,lit· tl+~ ?:t:~( tg~~.e ~t~Y~~, '~~~t-llw,e~y:~~~_l!ef~~9rr~~~~:\::~ : f

" 
. ", \" .... ~.' .. ' ~·"l:~:~1: .::'-!.:,lY,j".: • to ... " "";"" ," '1~' . ,. - "." " ..... 16 Febrciifj'~: '1kl~~1l1#~~~~~4t.i~~ !i:-\"!ti·Qlt,\t~;.r~I" "~., • . ~ { 'm' ,., JI ~",,,!. 1~1\$~:?, >0 
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supported C and B Cornpapies in turn~ These mop-up operations were conducted 

from 11 to 17 February. The total results for the overall period for the 

(,.olden Dragons and atta-::hed units. were 67 KIA, with 3 U.s. KIA and 26 WIA. 

On 17 February, a C130 aircraft enroute to the Industrial Complex (U.S. 

Marine ilase - 8747), received 200-300 rounds of semi-automatic and automatic 

ground to air fire. The aircraft was at an altitude of about 1000. feet over . 
grid coordinates AT956521. A 3d Brigade FAC - Helix 52 pil~tedby HaJor 

, ,', . '. .' :",;,,': ,,' 

Leonard Severtson} was in the area, and upon being informed of'the in'cident 

(which had been observed from the batte-lion OF), proceede~ ~~"~he ~±ne Base",'; 

to inform the pilot of the nature and location of the enenw target~ ·.Major 

Severtson left the CUO crew busily patching holes in the transport fus~iage:: 

:l;he C130 pilot carefully followed instructions in making a safe exit frot.1 the', 
:', 

;'" a:r'eIJ: at a considerably higher altitude. Later, an airstrike was calleel 011 the 

O)1011\Y 10Cc1.tion. 

('fne scOpe and tactical concept of the "Mop-Up; Operations" are graphically 

repres~n't:ed:i~, ,figure "e". 
"" . 

VII ,,' 
" ,c' 

. c" . " . :: .. ,.', ? .. \. 
puring,t1w IIlOP-Up OJ:>It~ti9n~: of'the area north of and otherwise in the vicinity t"", ,I!'" I . ,": ".-" " .... .'. ".' " 

91' Ha,reloore, \p~ pa'h~liO!\ re~p.~issance platoon, "Fox Force", led by First 
'.: '. .,.'. . eO . ",' "'.': ~.. \ .. ,',' ';- '; ~. 

Liimtenallt 'l''lr,liy E, l)e~de~" 'qperated on a "l-rork night.,l):\.eep day" basis on the 
, . ,.... ' . -.' . 

i \" 

long rid,ge l:i;ne'~ci<),.ssCrocod4Et l<lke and direotly south of Hardcore. Fox's 
I '.' ~ ". • •.• ,';~;- , . - , . '. 
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'/ 

CONf~DENTIAL 

On 17 Februar3",' the b:~'Gte.1ion c01ll!ll?nder established Minibase Fox at coordinates 

AT95B4,p9. Two tubes of 4.2 inch mortar, one ground !1X)unted 106 recoilless 

rifl~."and associated ammunition and equipment were airlifted by UHl aircraft. 
"'.: '. 

Mini~Fox was utilized as the forward battalion command-observation 

post for controlling the push to the south. The battalion commander and 

elements of the command group nanned the OP during &11 daylight hours and 

overnight as required by the activity in the area. 

On the following day, 18 Februl3.ry, Charlie Company combat assaulted into a 

',.' 

la."ld1ng zone prot.ectud by A Company and Fox Force from commanding high ground 

in the vicinity of t.he LZ. During the pick-up of the next to last lift, a 

lift helicopter recdvec'_ e_lltol!li1ti~ weapons ground fire from the fla,t area 

across the river to the r.0rth of liardcore, crashed and burned. All four 

c~'ew me'frbe:,'s find four cNilrat troops ~rere killed. Both A and C Cor~panies 

puohed further t;:;~he f·onth after a B-52 strike in the saddle c.t the southern 

b~rq;er ,of the, battalion area of 0.l'ez:~tions •. Due to th~;A~r;se,~IlIlgJ,e.yeg~;t.17:tior;, 
. _, ' •.. "., . . '. .' c, '''.. .,., ',,'.. ~,'" . ,.' , .'" .... .\.." ... '" • ' .• ' '. _ .r ...• ; ... ' .... 

gz:?~cl ,~~vem.ent ,Wc1.ss1oy: ,ar~<i :1:~~liou~,~"Duril1g ,~heac1;i~i,1;YO~ ,tS"Febru"'ry~ 

~I~Vf,,~~i ~~~ued, ,By o.~:,t~~l~~,~;:d '7·:i/J.~~~:d~, :;.',,'.' ': ' ' .••. ' '"-
The l:ld:1;:i:,al:i;oli move to' 'thesotitl1 o'ri"l9 )Febhiri;ri:Coi'!sJ:ited'b'f'1;~": 

c6rupanies, A'rihtl ~c; 'a&lTtll<dng' on' tarC1.l1'el' axes;') BOtti 'do'mjil.rii~IiJ'nade s10w progJ:'ess 

;hi '{hel~tlU;~1 'terraE Elh.dthill:i.fegetatibi'!;' DElompanY lwa's'zle;lleved: Of firk-'""· 

ba~esr~cu;·i.'ty 'bjB'C6mpa;',Y·'::'h'ol'der't6:seciire the "east flank of the battalion, 
, , 

anc.f101,j'c:l\ .and cl'3"r' th<l a'~ea in the vicinity of Scorpion Lake. No enelr(Y 
;;~; ': ' .. ~ ":"'", ::':t ::' ~_ .. '. ," ,; "j',.\ 'I .:' • ",: ,. :' ,;.'. .v j ;:~.) .,:. ~ .,' ( ... \~~.,. .. ';) ;':.: '~':,.:' t ' :",' :$, U ,\ • t:. "'! .:; ,~, :// 

9~11t~y~ ~,~!p~?d~c.e4. bY' ,it and SCon;p<l~~e~,~n ;.~~~ ,11~~~, '.",e.' y,:" " ',',',' ,," ' 
..... '," , .,. , " 

.. '." ,', .i .. i 1; 
• 

. " ,. ':' ,.;, ,. C;:ONf'DE~l·IA'" t'1. ' 

. , .... : 

1", 

, , 

", . " , . ; ; './:. i." l >; ..:' 

\ 

" -------""-,--------r--' ,-----------,-"-----,"----, .... ,,-
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_._l __ 

tONFiDENTIAL 
In the meantime however, while securing the east flank of the battalion, 

D Company routed an enell\Y force with small arms fire, 4.2 inch mortar support 
and a diverted nirstrike. The company suffered one man killed in the action 
while killing 4 enCll\Y soldiers. 

On t1ie 20th of Febroory, the push continued on two parallel axes, with A 
and C Companies abreast, C Company on the right. Early in the morning, 

Company A received sniper fire from a heavily wooded hill (AT960438) to the 
south of their CP location. Just prior to this incident, the battalion 

commander, from the OP on Minibase Fox, observed through the BC scope what 
he believed to be an element of A Company. In reality, the personnel observed 
~t~ well dressed enell\Y (NVA) ••• part of the force that was later in contact ~ -., ' : - ':,.-.,,, .' 

withj;'to~ny. Artillery fire was accurately adjusted jointly by the A ,. ''<' 

Company ·~b a~~ ··t!J.e battalion LNO (from Minibase Fox). An immediate airstrike ,,'" '-,.::". ~,!,\-

. .' - :, "." '"j 
also., wa!l ,rE!qu~stEid .ancl. it effectively covered the target area. A Company :' ~; I ',: ~ .•• ... ;;. ,-< .... ": " :1', r ., : 
swePt:1;he $.reann¢ f01.ind ~.e!1C1l\Y KIA by the artillery nnd Iliretrikes. 
A;' ,~:,:':,"''-: ,> ..... ';::;-,:,,<: ,'T'<~,;':';;':{:,,;»' " ".,f ,':";i::.' ." . 
~~lt?: c.o~pap~ a~~~~~cl~? t~~~911tWti~t'p~'~p ~~ tr~@ t-~ Th~~2~~~~f. 
Sc~rl'tO~ ta¥e, 'rlJe tPtrd Flc.~?O~ o~ Jl C~ll~j:l9.i W<!~ ~~~1llj\pj;in~ ~~~7p!e~ t9,', 
th~ ~;!.~r :gr~un<f ~outtlClf:S'Co~i40!14-kE! 'WhE!!l~t!!f.!fi:9\lptet'e~ 'I!!l' \jJldE!~et~<:td \, : '.:'," - '.; -., ,>\ '. ";' .:---i _," .. : {,:,,:; ,<~-;~: n, :;~"_"'-: -::'",,: '<:-"':,~ .~~~\.' .:~ ,';' ", '/.: ,:':- ~~ :,:::-:;> ,,", .", ; $i~e' iiin¢ll\Y f6ree<f~,en1;i:'!>Ji6hfid\;a).6ng~ .. ~·s~e~p.' ;r~cig$,: ,0 A '~~it(~~f~ t4¥lrt-;'.',:f, ": .... :, .. , ~ -,:,: ... :,,::-:'~.;:<.'(.J .:, . .')',':."-:,>",:,; :;2, .;;,<,' '!'f:",,·;'.· ,.~~t.":':(:<_;'),~:,f.·:~t.: .. ;.:~\ "1-.' ensuec!' ~~t ~be eP.~ll\i'~oll,ld Il9t:he 4i\11ocigii'd~: ·'tJ1eti:!~d p~~orr~ ~n'/)'Il' expos!>d ._.''''~ "1. ,:.1 ~._~' _:; .. :. )"" ".:, . ',_ ~,,' ,;' . ." "_~'. __ ::, .. ~ '. ;; :.,: I;.', ,;~' · .. ~'f .. ; .• · ~~'~~., .:" j~ . 

poSi~!oF~e~!4~4,~~~1'~f' ~'~~tfr.~i(fJl,~ + ~ ,m~~frQ,9 , ~+~~~ f~~;'::: ~e 
.!?tirJ. 'i4ii~\~~1;';;J1~' ~\t ":",;:::t,.i-r. \'::'t:l:t";;,;r.$.;;:;':il;~l\ ;?1'ioiC·;'\' fill',! S':., !I~~!r"'eO';~it'!F ",~."" ,lIiUS~'i».UlitI~1il 'JPI'ffm ' ""~,, iIO!t' ,~*,IJ),_~r'i'l'.·'It'{-."".~,~~1let ,!l.~~rn , .. ' ,::,., ;""'~. ,;';' '-,,:.', ~ . ." ,~. . .. th!> wounded could be extracted. D COmPany th!>n maneuv!>red north around th!> 

lake for mor!> advantageous terrain, in an attempt to dislOdge the enell\Y on 
, 
\ 

the following day. C Company had no contact in their southward mov!>ment. 
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~E?ROOUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 

CONa~iD~NT1AL 
During the afternoon of 20 February. the Assistant Division Comnander 

of the Americal Division. Brigadier General Ryder. visited Minibase Fox and 

o1:>served the action. An incident in which General Ryder took particular in­

terest was the finding of an occupied "hootch" - cave complex (AT981438) 
';.' 

9li'~'}larrOW ledge on the southwestern face of Hill 845. The complex was 
. 'j '. '., 

d~~¢pV~f1.jd by Helix 53 (USAF Major Wilbur Skaar) while flying a FAG visual ..... '. "';, 

reco~ai8san~e mission along the near perpendicular face of the mountain. 
" '.,' 

~!ajor '1jkaar later arrived on the ground at Minibase Fox. and assisted in 
• ," • .,..' ',r 

. 4ir<3~titig j;h~' enSuing action. It was decided to attack the complex 1:>y firing 
" .,', "', ... 

~'destru;;tion mission with 8 inch howitzers from the Marine 
i" ",'Yli": '. d, " 

Industrial 

Qqnip±k*;:·~Qjllfj;1.l km to the west. ;' <., , ~f ~ ... :; ': 
The mission was adjusted by the i.irborne 

F!~C now; on' stQ.t,ion (Helix 52 - Major Severtson) ably assisted frOll! Minibase 
" ,,' '. , 

d.,nera:;L !o/der. Najor Skaar - the ground FAC, and the Golden Dragon 
, .' '. /: 

~~til;L~ryW9/Ga~t,~in Jack Jones. After the destruction mission, which 
" .. ,' ",', ...• ' >,.' .",'" ", . ",' 
. . ','~ , . " ( .... : 
fllrtherexposeq We:"gomplex 1:>y clearing some of the vegetl1tion from the area, 

. . ~ ' .. >'" '" ':':.'.'" : .... ':;''' ... { • 

two U,S: 'Armw gunsnips'were directed on the target by the Airborne FAC. 
, . " ;..,', .... 

As's, i~si!lt'·of the &t"j:.~ck. the complex burned the remainder of the afternoon, .. ; .:., ' ... .' .-.- /- .... .~ <~' ,: } " ( .' :~:' : 
throu~QBtth"lhighh.l)..n4 untH nq;djmor!).ing the next day. It was judged to be 

":,'" :"" .:<':', ',;:",;,';.:' .;.,,:,.'::',:!'~",~ '::(:::' :, ':":,1 • 

anin)port!mt~1f cP.!id/lpEi~~t-:i.C!I:L· ·:\.nfl't<J.:t+lit;!.p~~'~iEl ,Pl'tnion is based '''''.', .';:';",':"" ... ~,': ... >'1. ,'.-:.-,.< ":' ...... ~',,~.;' ':i>'·:!":':J.:'·;~. ~ .. " .. >" 1". ":'" . 

partly 0)1 ~m.:prI$}icmaviil;t;lB,p'+e tp j;!l(il !:>/!.~t!,l;j.ol} cpr.]lllil.!'!4~r ~l:1f.O~IlJlria,<1~~ ~f 
"~'>.,< .. ,::":.:, <:':' ...... ',."<,': .. ,',: .-: ': :" .' .. ~:::.: '.~.' :':,.:' .:~;"; .. ~," ,.": . .",;",, '.::.; 

that·;rela):,eq. :faVorably' 'to tile 1>:lrn:e and lo<:atlop orth~' fr~end+Y a.:t;.ta*. , '. ( < ::', '<' '.:: ".', ,':':. /': Y,;. \ \'>::' ;' .. { r::~ ;.'> ~~, .. ' .~; '.> ',.~,"~ ~~ ", ~.' :.' ,', : ,I .'~ .. ": .. ,<: '::; .' r ~.'::',~' .: :,:';.: ) 1.' .'~ ... :\ 
I... '. , ' : . ~ ".' :', " . i . .. ~. " ' , ,.' \ I. 

Tli~,f.'oUQw~g day, i!:' February, A chmpB.!iY se~rched ~ut the ~re~, 01' previo~B 
',,~.! .,:;',' ':',' " .. :. ·.r· .' ,,' . ;. ... :~ . ,:': ' :", . ::' .: . :: ./~ ' .. ':.~,' , ;::",i:,'" :.~., :, ...... ,; '.' 

~?Il~l1,'ctfJ·~~g~1f.u.~l~ f:qIl~j;Fl~~~~4: '¥I\~!l'l'·1~9?:}o/:le~il~ t~ R( Wl1:j.~ J::~r7 
-: ': ... ,'," <;, '.: !.~: ,> ,h,:~).:<}:::, Il ':~'. ' )'" ":": '.', ~ J'" ~;;;:i ~:~ ':.:.~,:;/ .~.:.>~:.;,:'.{:.. '.;" i'i;,:-, :.,' :, ~. '\:i:'.,~," .", : <,' < .... ~ ~' .... , ~ :' :', . 
£tt7te~ W;!,tP~;:~~H~~':Hr~B~ ~~r.~e,G~ ~~~ Ht tjl.t~ ~~;~~f~ ~t:~' IfH~7°~~r 
Att~r ,de~~~o~~~~tr~~e~ fL,~m~?'n$~1~d~t?tf~i;.~oY~hL )~:.~~:~I\¥-~ye1~;~aj; " 

. ",'; ... ; 
;":;' . ';-.: 

• :~., . I,. 
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these constructions were 
CONfnJENTIAL .... part of an llllportant enelt\Y base ce.lnP area lying further 

to the east of the area of contact (vicinity AT9644'23)~ This conclusion is 

based on FAC sightings and a terrain analysis. Unfortunately, the opportunity 

to check the area with ground troops did not present itself. C Compcny 

continued to r~ve to the south, finding a complex of well used trails in the 
area. Delta searched the area of the previous day'!;! contact without finding 

the enenw. 

On 22 February, both Alpha and Charlie Compal1ies ran into sporadic enenw 
resistance in their movement to the south. Unfortunately, Alpha had a 

soldier killed early in the day. Efforts to evacuate the man (a Dustoff was 
called before he died) proved fruitless. W),11e attempting to lower a jungle 
penetrator into the area, the Dustoff was hit by ground fire. The rounds 

damaged the URI engine~ which forced the ajrcraft down about 1.5 km from 

the area of contact. DE-Ita Company immediately dispatched a piatoon to 

protect the downed bird. lInt.i 1 th~ arriVAL of gr')lIl1.d troops, the ldr Force 

FA.C orbited the area, 2.nd was L~ter joiiled .. by tunships. The ·erew.'Ior.l.s then'evac­
uated unharmed by a Dustoff slick aircraf';. By 11,.30 hours, the aircraft had 
been rigged and evacuated withoutinciden!.. In the meantime, after sweGping, 
Alpha carried th", body out of the area of contact. It was considerably later 
in the day before it was possible to evacuate the body by CC aircraft with 

gunship escort. \ 

Charlie Company met with incrensing resitltance until, at about 1500 hours, ", 
it encountered a hornet's nest of I.lctivit.y to the north of Hill 341 (AT954416);., 
The resistance consisted of at least two 'Well placed machineguns and a variety 
of other semi-autolJl3.tic and autolJl3.tic weapons positions. The enem;y also 
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employed mortar fire against Charlie. After maneuvering, Charlie used gunships 
which assisted in relieving the pressure. The company was able to withdraw to 
a position frem which artilleI'Y and air could be employed. At the time of 

the initiAl encounter, C Compahy reported one fI'iendly KIA and three wounded. 
As the situation developed to the adVantage of the friendly elements, the KIA 
suddenly became alive and returned by the most direct route to the friendly 
lim::s. 

He was PFC William Demott, the point Dl9.n for the 2d platoon, who after killing 
pne enemy soldier and wounding another, pursued the wounded NVA soldier along 
~"rilali.n trail the:t. led to Hill 341. The tI'ail disappeared !loround a large rock ~," . '''. ,:!;; , 

tor~ti~~'~,,, When PFC Demott arrived at this location the NVA soldier and tka , <:. ". j'", 
other' ,i!C!~~" opened up with a machinegun. 

".' • ~{ ,':; .... f ',. . 

PFC Demott and the second man in 

thecoJ,wnr; :PFC Richard Sanmers, absorbed most of the burst. PFC DellDtt, . ,;':':\.",\' 

th:i..Okini'tl1l1t Samllers was wounded more seriously than he, laid dawn a covering , . " ," \ , ~"" . ~,-<: .' .. :',::, 
base of fire. Tqif!!1,;I.lawed PFC SOlmllers to withdraw to a safe place to receive . , ~. '. , '" , " ' 

me~d.9f1iri~~e~tt~4/.' ~llIOt~i ~h~~;CjrPj;lP~4, ~o the ground; bath the company and ':~;, ': .. ",' ..... :,.1 ".",! ... :<: t ... ·',':' ",.;,·,.:~:~{."'1/'>:~,{ .. , .... , .. ", -":. 
tht;l tlV~~s~~e~ p~~~ R~\ie~~,! ,~oip~~~ ~~a.t. ~e.~~! 1l~:W~p~ficer fired 
at hinll"4th a f:'i~1iot at, point ,R~ farge; the, P~t!'t mer!;#, gtll~e.q tli~f"fe,! 
hea~:' ' ¥i: ~na1;t~i.!pi; t.~ ;e!iqve~ t~~ ~~dy~, P.~p~in. V!l~gh!l!\n~ tWQ '. ~Ol,lIDte~r' ' , . ':.';> >t,";;" ".-.-:., ,'-~,,-".',:- " ,,::,,:: ;,"':::', ,"""':,' ':. ~"""~"'-:"~ "'."~,' :!~', < ','-'.", ' .. ' 
bagar. ,W?17~irlg ~h~ir~~wt~ h~1I po~;!.H~p., ~9tl¥~. ~~mr4 ~i;l~~:j.er;ro~~p'qm his , ,:,: ' .• r" 'I.':.·":'·'~~ 'i t:,,\-:; <.;:"'~:;;.c. ~;r'.,' ,lj' ·~'·"i., 'I:· '>:,,: :", "~'~ .'>·.l~:·' " ~' .. ":',:-",".' ' concl3a~e~ pO$iti~!lan(;t' hui-Irq, s:, genage ar~h~:'f~~~ue,~ar'j;~'~ "C<ljJ~~i!l Vaughn ".' ..... ' . '.. ~" ' ,,:, : '~; •. ,',!. ,. • 

~~',rr;o.~/~~ t,~,;:~~~'!~¥~}:t r~m~~f~\i~;,~y~~d,:tt::q~~'o/, ~i'o~~~t~t" 
h~~ !!~~~~l~n~ ~~~.~~He~ Q~!'~,~o~t:~~~4~~ ~Ht~t?ffi.~:~~~r~ ~~ J~~ 
suppolledly ~~!!-~~, At- t.his ~~j; Po/:lQt,~~l3apeqt.R h~!lf~e~~n~ ~fupj;~~q, h+~ ,>.~, ,'"",' ":'.: ,,",':<" <,~" :"',' .,\",':'," ',:,;;",:&, >; ,~,",':. ,- ·:,~,"r·!">,,>\,,),:., "~:,~.~': ,,';} }'~i':',.~::·~.~: < .. \ rema:lrifhg"aliiiilmd,tioli'at;the"'en~pos:ttfdl'lf:kh1ingth~;'NvA~bfhcer~::"He 
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a streak of lighting he raced through the column and continued to' run until 
he was stopped by the company medic located with the rear platoon. Demott 

was still alive although he was covered with blood, sweat and dirt. For 

Captain Vaughn he was the "prettiest sight we had seen in a long, long time.' •• 
~{e didn't know whether to laugh or cry," 

In the meantime, the report of Demott's death was joyfully correctedl 

Charlie's assault carried fI'Om north to south; the objective was a heavily 
}l9oded hill (Hill 341 - AT9544l6) in the middle of the primary valley pass /~' 

~epding south from Hardcore in the direction of LZ Ryder. Delta Company :.,' -' ,," '~- ... 

, ~~p~ tpe previous day's area of contact with negative results. The results , " .. ,. 
, " , 

Of ',t11e, f,ctiq.n, qf 21 and 22 February were 6 enemy KIA. and 1 weapon CL\ 
• '. '. :,.':.;, • ;.:'.':'" " "i ,::'.', :_ ;.'; c,;':" .~~" .,;. :., .. : .. '. "1 ~ .:, '.,') , 

whileU,$~ ;I,os~ei;, were 1 $IA, and a VWi, . ..... , '~' .. ~~.:., ..',,," , ".' '. ' .-,.; ", .. ' ,." .:' \', I '. 

The action, 0l'i ~ Feprlj!1.ry began, slowly ~ The plan j)!Ill,ecj for ~ 1'lt1w, c:li:r>efj",icm 

of (ltta6~a,~~~!< :t~~, ~rje~JirEl::<H4~ 341) p~two cFP~~es.j ~ ap~ F. Preceded ".". '_.' "," "'_',.,," '\ ~ '(:;;:";'-,: ::~ .. '.;:'-;,':,:':;:.~ .. ':':'(;'\",r':: "f' ! .... -:I''-~·~'.'' bya..n !?tte~siv!'. aft~~l;l'f' PfeP'7~~~i?n1, ])e~\;!l. CP!;l~?1 ~s rP, cpnt~n~, 5~,a,ryhinl5 ", ':':' .. ' ;. -, ' ,; " ',' '~. :-': .,!; , ....... : ',':.' ':: ': ': ". J" ':: : ,':" .::. -. ::. "' .. ,. '/;'" ", >,~ "', '. 'f" " '''; '~,~:,:. out. 1;n~a~r:;a p(jtween~ba~e. Foxaild the A/c, Q:,~o}:l~e!1t:!-ye •. Alpha ~niJ . """: \~",':' _:,,).-;1 .. "':"';';, i. ,:'''/''_'':",;',~' ,_~,,,: '._'<:' ;,"'",-.~, . _: 'J: ,._. ',', ,;;: Cj1ll,rJ.i~~~pll:rt~~ ~et+~~re~ tg th~, ~91lth :l>j¥~h~'l~~tatiI$e~; frp~:~a~,~ ill?, . ,'" >' ',: '. "',",, ,:'--'.:.; ",,; ! <:' ,: '1,"-' ';' .... :' < ~,< ':'" ~,.:._ ~< :,._' ":\;,"',:"::.\ ,'.,:\ ... ::.:,.I.".~ I.~:."_ "''-'' ~ '.~_ ' • west, Wit)l Charliepn the right... Ail1(rent, ~1llQ9thly Q-s .. thljl ~ompilnies¢jl£e~eq th:wO~~~~"~f:the'~b~~Qj;~i~:", ':)':' ~''':'i'' ;::§" ';: :. :'::'" 
~ : ,; ~ •. \\ . . . . i:, ' ::. -;. : ,': ' ~, . ' •. ~, " ' , \ .;1 • .: ',": i .: ~:: 

At t;.~i$ s/l.ll1,e t;!m8 (ll-bOllt l:?90 hOt1pf1) 1 'ap fl.;'rw i:>bser,t~9h ~itplane (Cll~;," 
'~Bill~k 1~~~:~7h'.~~~ ~n~~~'?~ th~ ~tde" 91' the 'mo~tain~ !M:fl4~! '1:7 Il;q ,.--;.t'(:: _:;'i. '" 5~ ,,:~~:.'r".' ;';',,_ .' ~:,.i_"" "'. >:~:: ~ ,:>:::. ;i''':' __ :\ . ~ : !~.'" • \:,' . ';':' :: :.',. . ... ~".' /.~, _. ,'-<'. _,' '-=: . :;: -," ~ ;:; ,.",,> ,< ,.', -', ' .. ' :;, ~"_': ',:' ,.': 9I1lilt PllSl}tv.;4g ,~qr ~l1~ .. qp+q~ I?r~$~zj¥ tj;&;L~9ti, C$>!lVJlll~~~f. . ~~4 ,f?r Jl1, : P~tt.fl· r', . :' .. ; ': ~' " .' " , ,~,: 'I .,: "_" .' ;, • : .,' _.... _.', .:, ',' "", ';', ,r." '.:' ",/:',." 
Company Coi:nna:nde~, F:o,.rt,l#,:te,~Y .a~is1l/l,l t't~'! ,~~t t~ ,.,~PPr,o~ tEl ~o il~tion 

I"'''_'''''~'' .' f.r. ~".~ .. ' :,:-. ~-. 
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was furnished b,y the battalion cotR&:~;:'t&: r1f~ll~~~~ FAC and the 

artillery be.ttalion commander who happened to be visiting the area in an OH23 

aircraft. The aircraft and crew were sighted and within minutes they were 

protected by gunships. The 2d platoon of Delta Company started for the position. 

Later both crew members were extracted (at the fresh air end of a nylon rope) 

by the Golden Dragon 53, V~jor James T. campbell, and taken aboard the utility 

aircraft and deposited some 3 km away at the Delta Company CPo At that point 

they were transloaded inside the Huey and transported to the brigade CP 

at 1Z Baldy. Nobody was injured other than being shaken up a bit. Later in 

the day the 01 aircraft was recovered by Chinook aircraft. 

Shortly afterwards, Charlie and Alpha Companies received sniper and sporadic 

mortar fire. Both elements maneuvered against the ene~ and worked their way 

to the vicinity of the topographical crest of the hill. A pre-planned air-

strike was placed on the hill maBS (AT957406) about l'b to the south of the 

objective. At that tj.me, the attacking companies encountered determined 

resistance from prepared bunker positions. When the companies were within 

t~renty meters of the trenches and bunkers, the "dinks" blew one long, loud 

blast on a whiStle. Immediately, semi-autotllll.tic and autotllll.tic rifle fire 

from the ground positions and from snipers suspended in the trees along the 

:woodline struck at the advancing elements of Alpha and Charlie. A second 

;,11j.6tle signal i_'1'<lOed@d an 82 mm mortar attack on the rearmost elements 

of .the attacking companies. Fire and maneuver failed to dislOdge the 
'!~ :"t 

hostile. forces. Both elements tried repeatedly to overrun the position; 

Charli~ Company appeared to have hit the defensive site head on. At this 
, ; i,," 

point, C Company had suffered 3 soldiers KIA and several wounded. As it 
... 

apBe~t<')cl, j:.ha'!;,. needless cas1Jlll ties were being taken, both elements withdrew 
~ .. .; " " " . 

~ ,. 
. , 

,',', 

/ • 

----------·--.------r--· 

W 

CONFIDENTIAL 

---~. .---------~-------,--~-~-.-



REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHiVES l DECLP,SSIFIED "'Cf~ 
AI.'1::'0f.1l_N LY.'D~U. '~-.. -- . I [;'y j;J __ l1P.R.I, D21~ 

R<>;i,-""e"",:"',"::'N' TIAl ~~j"'l:.rii l1io'~:...1i . 
tactically, with the pernussion of the battalion commander. While this was 

being done, an mwdia te airstrike hit the oppesi te side of the hill and the 
sha~p valley position beyond it. 4.2 inch mortar fire was directed at suspected 
mortar positions throughout the valley with little positive effect. Gunships 

and airstrikes were interspersed with each other as the two elements withdrew. 

Wounded and dead were evacUCIted by Dustoff and CC aircraft, under cover of the 
airstrikes and gunship attacks. As the withdrawing elements lengthened the 
distance between the objective and themselves, attack aircraft were called 

in on the near side of the hill. The ;,irborne FAC observed the eneIilY fleeing 
from the objective along the ridge line trail to the next hill to the south. 
The Fi.e, USAF I-!D.jor v,ilbur Skaar, used his H-16 rifle in an attempt to 

he,l,j them i'1 place until the next set of fighters appeared, a scant 05 
min'x':,es la"eer. Even though the light was failing (it was now 1815-1845 hours), 
tl,O r,101'e, airstrikes hammered <:It the objective and the enenw, now exposed 

in an open area. In the meantir,le, the two r.aneuver companies had laagered 

for the night, re08iv8d r-estlppliec, 2.nd were in the process of reorga~;L~;in~ _.,., . '. 

fer the next day's oper8..tion" 

\ / , -":' 
F,3,l':!.::'Cl' ~~len it, w"s obviol'c;,that'~ major '?"ltl~ ~s :i.r.Jn4nent;' Del~~ Compllny 

; ',' .~ , .,~ I .:.-- ( c, '';>. 
1""0 ordc=:,ed t,~ a3~~mbl~ atid moV'e to a l~cati9i! oni the'p~m;Lnenj:. P:u'J. " '" ':,-,::. :._,_," ':, '\_ ":. ,._~'. ;~: .... ,>, ).. :1;, .<,~"~':""'~'~' :' ~'. _"'-'" "~<' .< .. 
man"" J,t952h2f" t6;,ltpe'nortll, oft-he 6J?j~p·U.ve as 'a 'blqcking/reapt:i.qll forGe 
WL~;~:l Cl,uld '3Up,oOi1,by firc the ,,~t,iVi~y Q~ t.ne9~jeC~i~~l1ni;fi~n8.·:' " . : ',-;" ".' ", ',- ',' " .' ,:' '. '>-, ':' "" ' ," " ., ". : 
~~re !'V.i;'le for1;hl9)1~:~~ day' ~ patt:).e ~9 tncll.lde ~~~~tfikli)s, arHHery Pf~P;rraj:.ions~ , ' . , " . - - . '.' lllDl';<"~' ,~:i;,e ani eC\1e:r,e of l11'l,ne)lVllr ',., i:lig)11ig)1tS.wl;lrlO the cOl'\til:\genb;ir ~se>' :: " : / '::," ',,"'~";_<L>~,:~' :;~r:., i',' ,', :,.,' ':, '-.,-~:'~":<_·':-,- .. i;·':' ';,':::'!\', ~.;':"::". ',?'-:< ~ -f:~-' ·F;~"··:·:'->· o~ ,;ilndlldnjir:tn'e tiCS '-Of omc'kil t6lel3~~ri' the eff~?j:.>of mortar fire 'and' 

, . ~ ,-,;':': ,.' .. ,.:"- , '. : ' .). ". ~ c": 
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REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 

CON~··~:):::~rnAl 
Most of the afternoon action was observed by Major General S. W. Koster, the 

Commanding General of the Americal Division, who visited the battalion 
cOl!llll!lnder, 1st Buttalion, 14th Infantry, on Minibase Fox. 

Saturday the 24th of February d. .. wned full of promse. Visibility was 
excellent in the target area at 0800. However, at oa30, the weather rapidly 
became unfavorable and the hope for airstrikes had dimnished. The F/.C 

reported that the trail (north - south) between Hill 341 and the saddle 
further south had much traffic during the night. The weather brightened dur­
ing the period 0930 to 1130, but air support was still unavailable. Even 
though the Airborne FAC retained on station hoping for a break, the weather 
progressively worsened until visibility was % through BENT. The battalion 
commander made the decision to attack Hill 341 using the following preparation: 
30 rounds 4.2 CS, followed by continuous 105 rnm HE and WP until lift was 
forced by the advancing troops. At the same time, 105 mm HE was fired 
from LZ Ryder on the hill in the mountain pass to the south; this continued 
throughout the day. The scheme of maneuver was cool'dim.ted with gun-target 
(GT) line"l> from Minibase Fox, LZ Hardcore, LZ Polar Bear (USI1C Industrial 
Complex) and LZ Ryder. Had the fighter bombers been used, their heading of 
140 degrees to the target would have been coordinated with the scheme of 
~euver. Special equipment to include gas masks, M79 CS gas grenades and 
emergency resupply of ammunition was delivered to the troops. Alpha and Charlie 
Companies moved into their attack position approximately 500 meters southeast 
of Hill 341. Delta Company moved into its supporting position about 600 meters 
to the north of the objective. Alpha and Charlie advanced from southeast to 
northwest under cover of supporting fire into the wood1ine of the objective. 
Fires were lifted on the objective and shifted to a possible escape route 
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just south of Hill 341. At the same time the 4.2 inch mortar platoon began 

firing at suspected ene~ llOrtar positions. The companies advanced into 

the area of previous contact. For a short, suspenseful time it appeared that 

the enemy was in retreat. However, such was not the case. Again,!'. loud 

whistle sounded; this time, both companies concentrated their return fire into 

the tree branches. Seven NVA snipers fell dead from the trees ••• both A and 

C Companies began their close in maneuver. The INA defenders seemed to sense 

that the tide of battle was running against them; two short blasts on the 

whistle reverberated in the junele c.ir as 82 111m mortar rounds fell to the front, 

center and rear of the advancing troops. During this close in I~euver, 

Lieutenant John C. )i"k.'"lrtin, iL Company's 1st platoon leader distin{;uished hira-

self under intense fire by personally rescuing two of his wounded soldiers 

who were lying helpless in the bullet swept area; in so doing he was severely 

wounded in the shoulder. Bleeding profusely, he regrouped and rallied his 

troops for a renewed assault and pressed forward toward Hill 341. He personally 

elir..'inated an enenw sniper in his path. It was during this assault tM.t 

Lieutenant Hartin fell mortally wounded in the chest. 

Besides Lieutenant Mo".rtin who was killed by sllell arms, A Company suffered 9 

other c<.sunlties from mortar fire. At this time, the battalion co=nder 

called for an orderly withdrawal so that covering artillery fire could be 

employed. Throughout the e.ction, First Lieutenant Willy E. Lehninger's heavy 

mortar platoon fired against suspected ene~ mortar positions, apparently with 

negative results. 

Delta Company remained in position to cover the withdrawal. The companies 

withdrew, bringing their wounded and dead with them. When the hill was 

vacated, artillery from LZ Hardcore was brought in on the ene~. Due to 
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C(,;ik~,'i~ENTIAI. 
weather conditions, 105 mm ammunition resupply was hampered and strict 

conservation had to be imposed which limited the pressure that could be placed 

on the enernw. However, the companies were able to withdraw to night laager 

ros it ions , specifical~ selected to prevent enemy mortar ambushes. As the 

companies closed their locations, Delta COmpany1s FO adjusted 155 mn artillery 
from the Marine Industrial Complex against Hill 341. Due to the thick fog, 

the adjustment was essential~ by sound and accuracy was therefore doubtful. 

Plans were laid for fires throughout the night; however these plans would 
be ct,rtailed by the ammunition resupp~ problem. The results of the contMt on 
23 and 24 Februa17 were 8 NVA killed, 1 NVA captured, 4 U.S. killed in action 
and 19 wounded. 

Consider~~ions by the battalion commander on future courses of action included 

the fvl:!.o1,rin.g fact-s: that attacks had been conducted from three different 

direction.s 011 the h:Ul, that rnI!.neuver room for oore than two companies was 

limited by the nar:rowness of the pass (bounded on the east of the objective 

by steep slopes and on the west by a sharp ravine), that six air strikes and 
mazs1ve artill"rJ' bombardments had been expended in the target area on the 

prev:t-:lus d-3.] with no diminution of enenw resistance, that the mass of the 
at-::.().c~{ had been increased from one. company to two nnneuver companies, that 

es ha.d been used jn an. eff.ort to soften the resistance, that the terrain 
fmr:)?'C"ld an attd.~k c.o"n hDI f~'om the south (a direction unfavorable without 

'. 

\ 

a C011L)fd:. assault and dOt:btful of Iluccess by combat assault because of threaten-:-

ing !X'·~"'1tlA..l er,,,,;ny positions to the east and south), and that on three 

sep&rate occasions, unacceptable friendly cas~lties had been taken without 
penetrating the basic defensive complex. Therefore the recommendation to 

br~~~de ~QS that the following day be devoted pr~rily to strikes against 
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the objectivo area by artillery and air, that the etage be eet for both 552 

and A6 etrikcs (and the targets thereof) and that prees~~be:~ertea 

from favorable terrain to the south and/or west. 

On Sunday, 25 Febru.,ry, Alpha and Charlie Companies prepared a common LZ to 

evacuate their dead and wounded. With this accomplished, an attempt at an 

artillery ambush was made on Hill 34l. (The came sequence of events was 

followed as on the two previous days - preparation by airstrikes and artillery.) 

Delta Company moved the 1st ple.toon to within small arms range; at about the 

time the ground attack had occurred previously, the platoon opened fire in 

the hope that the enemy would expose himself and his positions. An artillery 

TOT fell on the objective after approximr.,tely 5-7 minutes as planned. In 

the meantime, Alpha and Charlie Companies ho.d departed their LZ and penetrated 

the jungle. They moved into ambush positions for the night. The results of 

this tactic could not be determined as time did not allow for complete exploi-

tat ion of the objective. In essence, the day was spent in short movement 

with consideration given to reorganization or Whatever the company cor~nders 

felt necessary. 

At a1:>out noon time, Helix 52, Who had been on a visual reconnaissance mission 

ov~r the b"ttlEj arell P9P }hEj O?+~~!lpra~n~{ ~f~~4r.?E! ~~r~lt()(~?~~~er 
.' - .' - , .' .'."'. ~ 

that he had j\.iflt l1i~cQverc:lq. tlla~h~ ll~ci \i:!;lro oil., pre!lfllU'e, ail~ tl!~j; I'l~ waq 
'. " .. :" '::'" .-;- '." -', . ',' '" ':: :'-:,,: '_:""", ... :,-: ' .' _,''- .',(~.~'t:~ ".;' ' .. : r ,_::_. " .. :' 

going to orbit LZ liardcpre ~t:l.l he CQPld cI/lt$~e wnether t,hf; dU:fi~qlty was 
:. <'''-'1 : •. >~, ", ~",", "'~, ;'. :"-.-,.:>o~,.-.. ;-.-:, •. ,:'-~, -'''''''-.:, .;'.; "':\':;'::;,'-",,. 

in the instr}ll1leptor ;tn. t\1e. 0+ Bire;! Dogendn!1, ~A~ tile .fj,i-!1paS!1
j

,13Q6P}pany 
~ ,,' :,' :,~: ~,~:: '.: "':',' "~Y' \_";',::_: '1'.':;>"; '.\ ~;,,/:,,'.':,;l ~>-t\.::,'" ::~':": .:.;,:' ,,,,I,.~l :<.:~.::":.':-:. . 

conman4et ~~ ,~~9nneq .. Q:!'j;\1~;}f.9~P~~:!l:~q ,w~tt~s~~q.JQ lllQ~H~flf. ~h~ ~:j.~Jl1lt~on. 
',"- " , .. -" : -,," " ..... . "-," :< "'- ": .". '" .' ..... ',.- ;', {:" ".:::.' , .... :.-- ;"~:' ... " :,~: :,:" 

Major severtson 9r)litep \mt-q !l~ ~e++ey~q ~e!,}:j.tf;i~)llty W<l.lt witht.he instru~ 

ment and then headed for LZ Ba.ldy~~,~ h~a~~~r:~~~:!:~~~:~fi~~¥rf~P9'f.?~l~ ,,_" ~~ .... ,-. .... ~'.:.~,:;.:, : ~)\'{;' ''''~\.~~;': .rr~~ ::.>',.,;r !:.. : ; .. ;~ . t::_', ", .. :\! ' ... :' (. :, .. :, .":'. t,; ,'~;;:;~ .. :;<';:'~.:~"> ; ." '.' ':. :.~ ,~'<.' .' -'-; i:?~" ~ . 
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'CON~~Dl::NTIAl.. 
The tattalion co=nder continued to watch the aircraft with binoculars and 

noticed a sharp swing back toward Hardcore frou about 5 Ion out. Upon asking 

52 if he were in trouble, iViajor Severtson replied matter of factly "well, I've 

.iust lost an engine" c!s if he had at least one to spare! He then informed the 
b!ltt,~lion cOlillll/l.nder that he would land in the valley northeast of Hardcore, 

and if possible would the Golden Dragons please pick h:iJn up? In the rneant:iL1.e, 
the S3 Air, S2, and Bravo 6 came into action, arranged for a security eler.l6nt 
to protect the bird, loaded the element (from Bravo 20, or "Bomber") into an 

available Huey, and arrived at the downed aircraft,' Major Severtson was picked 
up, brought to Hardcore, and later transported by UHl to Baldy. later the 01 

was lifted out by Chinook aircraft. After traversing about 4-5 Ion to the north-
east, .50 caliber ground fire hit the 01 as it was Swinging underneath the 

CH47, causine it to drop. Upon impact with the (;round, a slightly dareged 
USAF Bird Dog aircraft becarJe a tot III loss." At last inspection, troops believed 

to be North Vietnamese were in and around the Vicinity of the crash.,' 

Monday 26 February was spent in maneuvering to support either effort that 

faced the Golden Dragons, to rennin and continue the offensive against Hill 
341 and surrounding territory (hopefully with the aid of B52 and A6 strikes) 
or to move to the Bong Son area. Mop-up actions on the plains area continued 
in the vicinity of Hardcore. Bravo Company had r.ade contact with 5 or 6 

enemy wearing khaki uniforms in vicinity of t.T977501. and Alpha and Charlie 
Companies moved to COllUll!1nding terrain approxim9.tely 1.5 Ion to the north of 
Delta. Company D remained in place on the critical terrain overlooking the 

", 
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objective hill and the suspected base area to their immediate east. Results \ 
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of the day's action were 4 enernw killed ~ 4.2 inch mortar fire called for 

and adjusted by Bravo Company~ 

Visits by both Protestar.t and Ce.tholic Chaplains to Alpha and Charlie Companies 

and by the brigade command~r to Charlie were accomplished. The brigade cornme.nder 

inforTued the Golden Dra&on commander that an extension of ten days in the 

present area of opere;~ions had been approved; illllllediate instructions were 

given to Alpha and. Charlie Comj:8ny commanders ·;l.nd to the staff to prepare tor 

continuation of the attack. However, at approximately 2000 hours, word was 

received tha~ the extension was cancelled and that the battalion would be 

relieved by the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry on the following morning, the 

27th of February. Icmediate plans were initiated for PZ~s, LZ's and command 

and control functions. Alpha Company was to move first to secure the LZ for 

t.he incoming units, followed by Charlie, and then by Delta, but only (in 

Delta's case) after relief in place by a company of the incoming battalion. 

Lieutenant Colonel Cully, the battalion commander of the 4th Battalion, 31st 

Infantry and his artillery liaison officer planned to join the Golden Dragon 

battalion con~nder on Minibase Fox in order to coordinate the movement and 

to arrange for change of responsibility for the AO. The Golden Dragon artillery 

LNO arranged for covering fires from 12 Polar Bear during the relief. 4.2 

:inch mortar fires from Minibase Fox would also be employed. The evening of the 

26th and early morning of the 27th of February were filled with last minute 

preparc.ti:ms at LZ Hardcore for the move of 27 February. 

In closing out LZ Hardcore, it was discovered that 40 rounds of 105 allIIllunition 

had been left for destruction. After a thorough police and When all had 

departed the firebase, a detachment conSisting of the battalion cor~nder, 

S3, the engineer platoon leader, demolition sergeant, and a radiQ operator 
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set the demolition charges at two separate locations, boarded the UHl - CC 
aircraft, and orbited the fireb2,se at about 3000 feet to observe the destruction 
of the ammunition. After 7 minutes, one of the charges exploded. After 15 
minutes, the other had not exploded (the fuze was designed for 7-10 minutes 
duration) and the rear detachment reluctant4":departed the area. The incident 
was reported to brigade and to the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry. The 53 was 
instructed to inspect the area on the follOwing day to detemine whether or not 
this charge exploded during the night (it had), as well as to monitor the ex-
traction of Delta Company. In the meantime, Delta Company passed to the 
operational control of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry; all other Golden 
Dragon units were lifted to Dragon Rear at L2 Baldy. Hinibase Fox \>JaS te,ken 
over by the incoming battalion as an OP. Control of the area of operations .ms 
relinquished by the commanding officer of the 1st !b.ttalion, 14th Infantry to 
the con~nding officer of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry at llinibase Fox 
at 1730 hours. 

On 28 Februr..ry, all elements of the Golden Dragons, except the rear detachment 
led by the executive officer, had departed 12 Baldy and arrived at L2 English 
to be transported to their new firebase in 1.0 Pershing, 12 Geronimo. The 
rear detachment would close the new area on 29 February. 

The inclusive confirmed totals for Golden Dragon action from 3 February 
through 28 February were 243 ene~ killed, 1 ene~ captured, and 43 weapons 
(to include one 82 IJIIIl mortar) captured or destroyed. The battalion suffered 
40 killed and 153 wounded during the same period. 
(Two phases of the "Push to the South" are gre.ph~cally l'cprGsGnted in fig1lres 
"fit and "gil). 
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