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1. !lATTLEOF ~luM ( 'l!T COUNTEROFFENSIvE 

2. l2!'!2f£: 301121 January' 1968-121200 February 1968 

3. LCCATION:, KONTUloJ City, SVN 

4. Q..OMMAND HEA.DQUARt@S: Headquarters, 1st BattaUon,22d Inran~ry , ' , 

5. TASKFORCE COMMANDER: 'J:,TC WilliamP. Junk Jr.,,063358 ' --- • ,",. ,I,": 
• • . 

'i 

6. TASK ORGANIZATION:, ." 
'I'M A ' ,5'/1, .. 22 Inr (-) 

A/1-22 I~t H,' , 
1/C/1-69 Armor ,,' ' 

'I'M RUTHLESSO/l-12 Inr 
0/7-17 Air Cav(-)" " 
2/C/1-69 Armor 

BN CONTROL 
Recon Plt , 
1/A/1-22 Inf " 
C/4-42 Arty (DS) 
C/5-16 Arty (DS) 
2 t'tln 40 linn AA 
3/B/4thEngr 

, 7. BACKGROUND: 

, 'B!1-12 lnt 
" ' 

'I'MD 
D/1-22 In! 
3/c/i-69 Armor 

..... 

. ';'. 

: 'I'M C " 
C/l-22 In! ' 
C/~-l Cav' 

TM ARMCR' 
C/1-69 Armor (-) 

, 3/B/l-22:tnt 
llD/7-17 Air Cav 

. ,,'," 

a. The initial attack on KOOTUMI At 292300 January i968. th~ KONTUM Provinoe Capital was attacked by' an estimated ba.ttalion "iz8 VO force. The attack, a part of the enemy oOUntry-Wide TET ot.ferisive,~asits objeotive 
Inolosure 4 

E-X-T-R-A-C-T O-Q-P-Y O-N-L-Y 

GC; ~u r=::-/ c> € -t:./ ,-/ r"J ..<. 
i 

-------~-~----,----,------



:PRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 

CaA./,~-; De/f./ r//) ~ 
the overthrow of the provincial governme~t,destruction of local government forces, and seizure of .. the city of. KONTUM. The enemy plan of attaok was, first, to infiltrate the city of KONTUM during the hours of darkness dressed in Regional Force uniforms'and oocupy preseleoted defensive positions and public buildings south, southeast and west of the province chief's house. Secondly, the cOll'aIland element, oonsisting of the VC proVinoe ohief, his personal physioian, the VC political otticer and two bodyguards, was to position itself east of the Provinoe Headquarters •. Concurrently,' a.Ve companywas.to oooupy an empty field to the west of the provinoe ohief's house to engage the Regional Force oompany deployed in foxholes and bunkElrs proteoting the Pr.ovinoial Headquarters area. The above was aqoomplished by 300230. January and the assault on the Provinoial HSl\dquarters oonunenoed. LTC Doan, the provinoe chief, had been alerted ea~~er to trouble when a small oontact betW8en VC forces and elements of an ARVN signal platoon ocourred during the enemy movement to position. He immediately recognized that the indiviudals dressed in Regional Foroe uniforms east of his residenoe were the enemy and ordered them taken under fire. As a result, the VC oonunand gr'Ollp was annihilated an4 the attack on the RF company protecting the province chief's house failed. By morning, the provinoe chief's residence, Provinoe Headquarters (adjacent ,to the province ohief's house), and the US advisors' collllllU!lioations shack in the same area wsre under friendly oontrol. ·:The remaining offioes and buildings were occupied byVC elements who commenced firing at targets of opportunity. 

b, 4th Infantry Division initial reaction. At 301121 January 1968, ACofS G3 alerted LTC William .P. Junk, Jr,theCommanding ,Offioer, 1st . Battalion, 22<1 Infantry that his battalion could possibly be deployed to tre KONTUM area. LTC Junk organized a reoonnaissanoe/liaison.pa.rtyoonsisting . of the 83, S2, Reoonnaissanoe'platoon leader,. Artillery Liaison Offioer, and the COll'aIlanding Officer of Company B, and departed by helioopter for KON'l'UMWhere he made direot. on the groundooordination with COL Cahill, Senior Advisor, 24th Speoial Taotioal Zone, LTC Whalen, Sector Advisor, KONTUM Sector, and LTC Dean, KONTUM Provinoe Chisf'. Following the visit, the CO, 1st Battalion, 22d Infantry returned to C8JD,pEnari, assembled his start and'isstiedinstruotione for deployment of the battalion to KONTUM. . 
S. OPERATIONAL PLANNING AND DEPWYMENT: 

a. Predeployment. The initial planning for deployment of the battalion, or elements thereof, to the KONTUM area was hampered by the follo~factors: 
(1) The battalion had recently returned to Base Camp fOJ:\a five day stand down and was engaged in refitting, preparation for training, and individual personnel aotions. 

(2) Two' oompanies, two ssparate platoons, and the battalion TAC .CP were . deployed north of PLEIKU as a blooking force for thePLEIKU area., 
• 

(3)· 'The miSSiOll of th~'b~ttltlion and the extent thebattaliojl would be deployed were not olearly defined in the warning order. (G3 NOTE: . The situation in KONTUM had not developed sufficiently to permit the issuance of definitive.orders;) . 
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1. Province HQ Bldg <>" 

lAo Advisory Commo Shack 
·2. Province Chief's House·· 
:3. Guest Ho.use 
4. RD Staff Bldg 
5. MAC-CORDS Advisory Admin Bldg 
6. Post Office 
7. Education Service 

.. _--_ ....•.•... _ .. _--_._-

"," .. 

t • i 

8. Information Service 
. 9. Treasury 
10. Ag and Husbandry Co-op 
11. New Guest House 

CEl 

12. Signal Platoon 
13. Police Station and Compound 
14. Admin, Log and Supply Co 
15. Garage and Official Employee's House 
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(4) There was a lack 'of complete intellige~ce on the ex:Lsting and 
potential threat to KONTUM. ' ,", .,', ',' " ,',' " " 

(5) , Command relationship and control ofothertriendlY$lem~nt8'in the 
area were not tully clarUed. These problems were eventually'i'8so1ved'W" 
direct coordination with USe.nd VIETNA.MFl)E Headquartere lrith& KONTUM area,' 
liaison visits to'Division Headquarters, and queries 'for information f;rom , 
division by the battalion starf. ' ;" .' " ' "" '" 

b •. Deployment. At 301121 January 19M, the battalion was alerted to 
prepare one company for dep1oymenttoKON'l'UM, under the 'operational cont~ol, 
of the 7th Squadron, 17th Air Cavalry. At:,301425' January 1968, CompanY B" 
made, a combat assault'from'Base Camptothe.vlcinityotARB191'and,iriitiated' 
searoha.nd'destroy operations in that area. 'At 301658 January 196$ thl'battalion 
was directed to deploy acompanj size torce to secure"t;hs, bridge acros,sthe " 
DAK BLA River at AR769876. The directive further stated that theCOIIDlia.nding 
oti'icer 1st Battalion, 22d Infantry would 'assumecommahdof'all 4th :,:ni'anwy 
Division forces in the KONTUMarea, once two of his c9mpe.il~~"hIldbeendeployed. 
Company A was selected for'the bridge security mission iI,nci "comp.~etild, its 
combat assault at the bridge site at ;301910 hours. folloWed by' ;the Battalion 
TAC CP, the Reconnaissance Platoon,and the heavy'mortar'p+a:~on minus. The 
bridgsacross the DAK,BLARiver (AR7~87) was secured 1inmedi,ately and',!1-t ' 
,302400 hours the TAO OP was operational and' in communication with all 4th 
Infantry Division elements'inthe'arel' as well as with DiviSion Headquarters. 
The chain ot command tor the, operation was established earlier in the daya~ 
a meeting, between LTC J)llIk and COL 'Cahill. It was' agreed that COL Cahill 
was to Qe overall coordinator or military operations ill the area and ,LTC' 
Junk working inclose coordination with LTC Whalen and LTC Doan was to be 
the ground force commander.: The sensitivity of the civilian populace io the 
conduct of military operations' Incities aitdtl1e political impact that could 
result were tl10ken into consideration~ Consequ1Jntly,the <lpproval ot the 
province, chief was 8olicited,and'receivedprior to"theunderta.king' of' anr,' 
operation. " ' " ' 

9. OPERATIONS. :" 

a. GENERAL., Combat op8l'at:J,ons in the, defenseotKONTUM andt9.e surrounding 
area covered a 14 day period: (,30 Jan: -,12 Feb 68). The operation was' . ' 
unusual in that the environment 'required the conductot Unconventional, : convent­
ional ,and special oombatoparations. For example, ini tial"operationsW1 thin 
the city required the appliciiitiono! special meihods and techniques t04~feat 
the enemy.' Following the clearing of the city', operations moved to the': ' 
suburban areas, where units were forced to assume unconventional or count­
erguerrilla postures. When he re,alized that the"areas'1Diuiediatel:r:adjacent 
to the city had become, untena.ble,~ the Elnemy moved into ,the hill,s nOl1;hof" 
KONTUM and occupiedprevious!ly prepared defensive positions, thusestab;J.is¥ng 
a situatjonsultable tor conven1lionaloperations; , The positionsWV'emutually 
supporting bunkers with overhsad cover'," !oxholes,andirench ,srstems.," ,AVIlllU!iis 
of approach into the area were covered by mortars, 'automa.t;l.p' weJipol\s,; and ," 
B-40 roc\(ets. For reasons yet i.indetermtned,theehemyelect~to de~end ' 
these areas at all costs. 'To neutralize the posinoris, the battalionwa,s 
torced toconduot a series o£ coordinated ground' attacks Iltilizirigall),Vailable 

, .' ".,' ' . " ' '. 
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inoludingtanks in a direct fire support role. 
( ( ; 

firepower, 

b. EXECU'l,'ION,T~eo~urse of'even~~ al~owedtheoperationto< be'di~ded 
into thr'ile phases:,' ,1'h4l1e I ~ The deplpynu~nt, of a l'saotion force tq'.Pl'8Vlmt. ; 
the prp:v1ncial &~.er!llllen:t;. .. :t:rOIJ,l oap1tul~t~01l,:,toen8lllY control. Ph4Se,;II -. : 
The in,itiationotoUensive operation~ "to dlll!!troy en8lllY foroes within· to. city 
of KONTUM, and Phase III - Exploitation and Pursllit •. , .. , . 

(1.) Phase I ,30-.31 ,Jan. ! sllcond Jne!1lting on. the morning P1' .3.l..,January 
196a.between the Conmianding .Officer, .. 1st ,B(l.t1;alioll 2~ .;rntantry(l.!;1d. i;.he.S!'Inior 
AdVisor ·;:4 STZ, -.ol.ear l.ydel.ineate<i ths taskat.~d.' The enEl\llYwas d~e,ct;l.ng 
hi.s eUort against the Provincial Hell!iq1Ull'ters ct;llllplex and the MACV.Compounr}", 
T.heee were the onl,va,reas wit.hin the city.st11L oompletely in:t:riendl,y hands·: 
I'.nd their fall wou:t,d ·~ve,.!lomplE!ted .. the s¢.zurs,ot KONTUM.A.C9;ntact:,~e .. 
by C?inPany Bat .310,7;2 Januar.y 1968, res:Ultipg~.~ NVA!£!A, oneAj{~47.: .. '. 
and o1:leJlVA Pack with :prote9tive mask C~ ind~\¥lt the pr,ellenceQf. m'A,!:orc8S 
on the.olltskirts of'. t,he city, conf~g.andct;llllpounding the seriousneSlf of'. . . 
the threat .to j{ONTt,lM.,lRstructionswFeinl!Jlediatel.Y, illlJlued for the dep:j.oyment. 
of a reaption fOrce Qf.sufficient size to prevent .the takeover otthe city. 
Toa()oomplish this, Com~~.B lstBattaJ4on, .. ~d.)nfSAtry itnd Troop"D," " 
7th SquadrQn,l7th Cl1va.ll'y. were .combat'asu.ultedfl'Oln north of' t.he. oity :tQ .... 
the KONTUM:~irtield a.nd. comp&r:lY D ~, a,;FJJ:f.t~f';'~.a blockingpo"itirm:!lor.th 

. of l'LElKU to the. bridge 5i te b.ing"e~)ll'e,d ,py:.C9lllPany A.-•. , The,~~ m(JV!l!Jw~:e. ~'!" 
acc~lj,shed py 1.341 h<;>urs.. CQncurr~tl.y; ~t~ '\;he,selll9ves,' the Rec.~8tJ,tl.C!l 
PlatOon' and aplatoQn o~ Company A .. were Orq,~ed, .to !!love' n<wt.b Qt, the P.6.K .. " 
BLA bridge and develop the .. situation inj;jle eouthw'O'(:It.erll .. part, of the city. 
The b~.t ta1ion 'i'las now:· in: a, POS! tion to react. to the en~y:tl:u;'eat. ... ,. i 

. _ .' . I " -,;' " "', • .' "," ':., ~. " . .-\7" : -''<', ':" , 
.(2) ~hase.II 1",4·~ep'.; ,DUringthis,.phas8:.actiollwae,initiat~ tQ deetroy 
VC.and NYA f.orcesw1thl.n·thecity •. Al~ AR~i,and,~/~ forces.:i,n. th!l;area ". 
were cOliunitted, PrQVir:1ing .se.c;urity for Qutl~ng;,baJnlets, ti'1e~rfi!,:j.4.,·,the ..... . 
Provincial Headquarters, andARVN Military Headquarters installations., ... With. 
this situation in mind, the Commanding Officer, 1st Battalion, 22d Infantry 
ma4e a detailed estimated. ofr the situation and concluded that additional . 
forces were required. A request was dispatched to Division and after some 
discussion, .permission was. granted"t.Q!.br4tg"CbJ!IPB.IlYC, the. Qnly :unQOIlDIIitt~ 
cqmpany of ,\<he batt.a~on~ into· :the .are •• " cont:l,nUedcontact,a,nd additional!,,," 
illtelligen~e , oonc~ng: the. :l'lleJ!ly strengt,h:!,n·! th!b$%'e& ,rev:ealed·tn.tiothe. /. .. ,' 
enEl\llY threat wa,,~e~t~ .. :thanprll.V;o~s,l;y ~!'t:l,mateci.and adQj, t:j.Qn\1.l. ;tro9PS., " 
were <iispatched .llytheeru,totthe .:t~ d~Yi·O.~ iPl\alle,;I;I, ,thebat'!;aUQn. .' .' 
task organi!clation .re:t:lectOdaiX .. i'ifie c~1~11 "one tl\llk· ct;llllpapyi o~e.··105mm 
howitzer .bat.tel,'y, .one l5.5ll1111hol\litzerbat:t;!lry :and. +:ecqnnaiellanOe pl/i.toon. ' .. :' 
ThiEl. p.llJ\~<~laeted.atot\1.l.. of .. fC?ur daYII ~4·"f?,,,·charMt6l'ized, :by,bqu.9o'!tQ.,hQuss 
stree't,·fi.ght;lng :wIi:l,ch~lSbeY0n4· .• , dQu~tt.he blo04i(!st. and IIIOstiViolom of;th. 
entlreoper~tion. The enemy. had.establisl\~·.:I\h_e+yes .in baliep1snts;"'lo~$' . 
of l?uil~ings, roof t911S·and t~els.'l:l'Ie ,arells -9,fpnemy oQ~c.en~ationlwere .. ' 
d:i,Vid.eii intq'e,eareh areas /U)dth,e basi.c Pr:\.nc,ip~ .. q.e: combatoperations.·i~ : 
built-up areas ,w,on-e. applied •. : Ob,jecti ves, ,,;Phase. ~nes,./U)d bound~;r..s, iW8l!,S, 
uSed fo~ ... eontrol. Th,e·. prQPlQlru; nOl'l\lally ,apsooiated with cQmbat. il; i'cit1es were 
COlnp01lll9.sCl 'by .t)(le tact the~itY.was .s.till.part~~iy, oC,Cllpied 1;Iy Qiyilia;nil • 

. It was :iiecesSllrjl: ,to. issUe spe()ia~.ins~qt;l;qpF1,:J:.9:t;'QOPS on such"lDat,ter.s ! ".. 
'as rUlee "01' engagement, search a;nd seizure, destruotion of munioi~ and private '. ' , , 

" '., 
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property, handling of re1'u8ees and enemy suspects. Discipline was o~ the utlnget 
iJIIportance and positive control had to be exercised at every level: 6'£ conmiand. 
With the exception of the limited instruction received in basictr~ng, the 
troops were not' trained tor combat ine:litiesand were accuiitom,ed :to fighting 

. the enemy,'inthe jungls.' Nevertheless' they rapidly adjusted, to 'the new &'(;)''1:, 
enviroll1li~tand performed 81lPerbly. At. thif close 91' Phase II,26 VC and ~98 ' _.,,::;,~:­
NVA' had been killed ·(Be)..' -". . .,'. . . . .. '. .. . {,'~ 'f' 

,': . (3) Phase IU5~i2Feb.,BY4Febru~i~actiVitieSindic~t.~,~~t the' ~~~ 
enemy had been defeated in his attempt toseimetheProVincialQapttal and . 
was withdrawing in all directions •. Since he .had 'su1'!ered, he~"ry'losses and 
was" badly in needot supplies, 'it was suspected that the enemy wbUld withdraw 
to pre-selected detensive areas and hamlets within close proximity of the ci~y. 
In 'order ,not, to lose contact, the COIIIIIIanding Of ticer, 1st Battalion,22d 
Intantry, with approval andgu1dance £rom the ,Division Commandsr, initiated 
search operations outside the city to locate and destroy the withdrawing 
enemy forces. The concept was .similiar to the. method used during .the city 
fighting. Suspected areas or 'enemy withdrawal were designated and given to 
the maneuver elements as areaS Of operation. Alinost without exception, contact 
was made, enemy bodies were round, and weapons, rood supplies, and documents 
were captured in each AO. At Q~1331 February 1968, at JJJ.767917, COIIlPI!:llY C 
made contact with a OOIllPany'siZe torce supported by automatic weapons and 
mortars. The con1::act'lasted:'until 1930 hours. It was reported that the enemy 
withdrew north to Hill 684 (ARS01935). An a88essment of this major contact; . 
integrated with visual reconl\a1ssance reports, infared readingS and,.ll8ent reports 
confirmed that an enemy foroe' of significant size was located on Hill' 684 and 
its associated terrain features. Having. poBitiv~J..y tixed tl'le!lJlellly,LTC 
Junk directed the staff to draw up plane for a coordinated attack at first· 
light on 6 February to seize Hill 684. Ths concept ot the ope,ra:li:l.on Called 
for Compan1es A and B to attack abreast with Company A seizing ,HLll 684 and 
on order continue the attack to seize the high ground at ARS029~., .. ,. Company 
B was to seize the high ground at AR8l593S and then continue theattacl< to 
seize Hill 721, AR8194.Company C was given the mission of lIIupport, and in1tiall, 
occupied a position at AR7979l7. At 06075 hours, following an artillery 
preparation and a1rstrike, Companies A and B crossed the line of departure. 
Company B moved toward its objective unopposed, but Company A was stopped short 
ot Hill 684 by 'intense automatic weapons and mortar fire. Company B was 
directed to discontinue its previously assigned mission and to assist Company 
A in the seizure of Hill 684. A second attempt made by both Companies again 
was stopped. Company A, sustained heavy casualties during the second assault, 
and the company commander was.lIOunded. At this stage ot the tight, these 
facts became abundantly clear. 

(a) The enemy postion was well fortified. 

(b) The enemy defense was supported by autolllatic wsapone, mortars and 
B-40 rockets., 

(0) The enemy had elected· for utiknownreasons to detend the hill at all 
cost. 

(d) A frontal attack would be costly. 

5 

C O.«('/F/.D t;:/(.I r /,<.j L... 

I 

", 

---'~---'----'--



EPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 

;> :: GO /1,.//;;;" / D4::-:4/7"/ /l L-
In view of the above, the COJllIl1B1lding Officer, 1st Battallon 22dWat~.· ..•... develop1ld a scheme of maneuver which envisioned COlIlpanies .. ft ,and)3·continuing,·. the attack to the north and Company D, supported by tanks, .cQnduc;ting an ........ ' envelopment to the west to sei~e the high gro1lli4.to theenemyrelll'. at ~ao2942, makirig Hill 684. untenable for the enemy. Plans were also made :to s/l1/.z.eHill· 721 (AR812942), Hill 701 (ARS096), Hill 828 (AR519976) and ;t!le;ridge .. I:l,t1e .,. running southeast from Hill 828. On the morning of 7 February, artilLery and aircraft uti],izin,g CBU, CS, and .. papalm were employed and ,\Jill 684-.:!'I&i!! seized. During the fivl' days whioh followed, a series of succese~l. coordi.nated attacks were conducted against the other, ob,jectives •. ThroUgllO\1tthis, all .. BllPport. . . weaJlons were .employed to the. maximum extent possible (see AnnexA, Fir.e Support). 10. RESULTS. 
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11. ANNEXES. 

A. Fire Support 
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C. Psychologi,call·tarfB,re/Ci vil Affairs 
.. 
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Annex A . (Fire 'Supporl) to ~fter - Action Report, Battleof)toNTUM' 
1. ArtU1er;r 

a. Phase I (:3.0-:31 Jan M) 
• 1'. 

(1) 8lmm Mortars. 

(.a) . lnitiall;r four. mortars brought in at bridge on the nigilt of 30 , . Jan 68 in support of the compan;r securing the'firebaee. ..' 
(b) .. On .31 Jan 68 \wo were deployed at th~ province chief ',S house in support of the Recon element and RVN forces. Weapons. were set up in the immediate ground!! and .. used as follows: . 
(1) Against slipers in city' ... 69 rounds '(HE) were expended on houses in the city and were credited with nine enemy KIA... 
(c) The mortars 1qllatedatthe bridge' Were necessary for cloee·in lIupport of the tire' base' and protection ot the bridge •. Ths' fires throughout the operation were solely H&I' s and defensive. .. '. ' 
(2) 4.2" Mortars. 

• : I" • 

(a) Arrived a~ fire base about 20r0 hourll 'on 30 Jan 68 andcPl'epared their pOSitions all tllat night.. (One4::Z"l.IIOrtarI'einforced the 8lmm mor~rs) •. 
• 

'.' • ,., • ". 
• 4 '. ',' 

• • 

'(b) .. 31 Jan.·68:'Littie.firi~ d~iXl$th~day, but.in~ce~s .ot5.o,. rounds.wtllle expended that. night aga.inst· a target reported by C~y D •. ' LateI' report indicated that approximately 87 KIA were discovered on 1 Feb68 in . the target area. . ".'. '. 
(:3) . l05!1)1ll and air support: (Not employed durinli;this'phase) . ' . 
(4) .. Gunships: Udd on, landing zones to effectively prepare the 'area at . AR806913. . ' 

. ' . 
. .' . 

b. Phase II (1 Feb."; 4 F.eb 68) 
,; . 

(1) 8lmm Mortars. 

(a) On:3 Feb the two lI10rtars at the province chief's house were returned to the fire base. 'At thill time there. were six mol'tars at that location. r ." . , (b) On:3 Feb two mortars'were lIent ~o,the airstrip. . ., . .. .' .. ~ "., . . " t. 1. Supported elements securing airstrip, specifically C¢inpariyC, ,. which was operating in the ar~ northeast ot KONTIJl.rwhich later Pecallle .the site of the mini·f1re"balie.. " ", " . ..' . , 
g. This configuration continued until ~. Feb .68 (i.e, six at bridge and two at airstrip.) . . . '.. . . .. . ". , . ;. ,. .. ' ; .. 

. . 
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(2) 4.2" Mortars. 

(a) Two mortars were brought into the airstrip on 1 Feb 68 and used 
as follows: 

1. For the support of all elements in KONTUM City area • .... 

~. To support operations'to the north of the city which would 
increase as the battle continued. 

~. To support Companiee C and D during contact on 2 Feb 68 in area of 
grid AA7790. About 200 lIE fix:ed and a goodcasualtr report resulted. 

(b) 1-2 Feb 68. Mortar at 'fire base by bridge fired 8&1's and illumination 
for city fighting during 2-5 Feb •. 

(3) 105mm Howitzer. 

(a) Battery C, 4th Battalion, 4211 Art.illery arrived by air at the 
fiN base by the bridge on 31 Jan 68 to provide directsl1Pport. 

(b) Artillery was used'extensively and ei'i'ectively in tile cit-yof 
KONTUM against enemy hiding in buildings.' 

(c) Artillery waf) concentrat~onHE: targets' arid targets b\lyond 
mortar range to free mortars for firing illumination and close-in support. 

(d) On 2 Feb 68, firedinsupport,~fCompanies C and D whic;h were 
in a major conflict in area of AR7790 W/900 meter radius. Time of mission' 
1315 to 1715 hours. Estimated results: one 82mm mortar destroyed .and 150 enemy' 
casualties. 267 HE rounds were expended against a VC force occupying dug in 
positions in an open field. 

(e) An extensive 8&1 program was .fired eaoh night. 

(4) Tanks. Employed very effectively in the oity for direct fire into 
buildings. They were invaluable in the areas where t.hllre was a very heavy 
amount of enemy i'ire •. Their ability to attack where dismounted ini'abtry would 
have taken heavy losses was exploited. 

c. Phase III (5~12 Feb. 68) 

(1) 8lmm Mortars. 

(a) 8 Feb 68 - Two tubes'moved from the fire base at bridge to 
the mini fir,~ base. 

(b) 9 Feb 68 - One 'tube from the fire base at bridge went with Company 
C to support its operation. 

(c) Total rounds expended: 500 rounds HE: and 200 ro~s illumination. 

2 
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(2) 4.2" Mortars. . . 
(a) Mortar tUb.e at'rix.'e base 1 fired on5 Feb 68 on sniper positioh close to proviniie' chi.ef'!! house. Ad,iusted by platoonFO l<)cated at province chief's house; Result: sniper llilenced. .... 
(b ) Fired H&I I s 5.8. Feb. 

(c) Moved on 9 Feb to support C/lst Battalion, 12th Infantry operations northeast of KONTUM. 

(d) Two mortars. at a1r~trip were in general support of all elements within range. 

(3) 105mm Howitzer. 

(a) By6 Feb the infantry had driven the enemy into the hilll; outsicle the city, requiring more extensive use of the artillery at this greater range. . 

(b) Artillery was employed (105 and 155) on confirmed rocket pOSitions and mortar positions and as blocking fire. A battery firing one round. every three minutes was found to be ;very effective. . . .. 

(c) Artillery was of p~~y importance in the securing of Hills 721 and 684. By employing rolling fires just ahead of the infantry, fire superiority was effectively retained, reducing friendly casualties. 

(d) Time~n-target method \«as used on almost .. eVery objective,. followed by preparatory fires. ~eplahned data was used to allow immediate shifts to blocking fires when preparatory fires were lifted. . ...... ' . "', '. . 

(e) Artillary :!:ire was given precedence, but there was equally effective use of gunships and airstrikes. In order to provide continuous fire support check fires were held to the last minute when gunships or air­strikes ~'e employed. Then the artillery resumed, usually shifting to blocking fires. 

(f) Blocking fires. For most effective l1!le o'fblocking fires. for long periods or indefinite periods of time, firing was concentrated along back sides of ridge lines. One round everyone minute worke4. effectively, but care was taken not bo establish a pattern. Continuous H&Ifirea placed on suspected enemy locations near friendly troops were employed in the .same manner as above, but at longer intervals. . 
(g) Of the total of 8,476 rounds expended, 50% were expended from 061200 Feb to, 091300 Feb 68. 

(4) 155mm HOwitzer; 

(a) On 5 Feb 68, Battery D, 5th Battalion, 16th Artillery joined Battery C, 

4 . 
G 0/1../ ~ / D £-1/'/ / rlL.. , ... 
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:EPRODuceo AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 

C-O/I./F ~Dc/u T//}L 
4th Battalion, 42d Artillery in a reinforcing role. 

" , . . -,". . ", ' (b)Th!J larger projectiles werenecel!lsltry iilorder to·penetra.~e .. th8.. well fort1!ied bunkers encountered in op~at\:ton$~n 'thehillsni)rtheast of. the city. . . '., . ..... . . 

(c) Secondary explosions resulted from the combined artillery t1res i. (105 and 155) J:>rought upon Hill 721.and .also trom firing on.a rocket sitE! in the general location of ARS396.· . '. . ." 
(d) Elenn objectives were· given the .artillery on 9 Feb and pr~a:ratory fires were used very e1't'ectively on each prior to the infantry moving in; .. A combination of White phosphorous' and high explosive was used for increased effectiveness. 

(5) . Tanks ,were utilized very ef1'ecti'1[ely on 11 Feb 68atAR837960 to reinforce the preparatory tires. The .armor was in a good position to act as blocking fires on this ob.~ ecti ve it needed. Tank' searchlights were used at night to deSignate targets for Air Force C-47 gunships (Spooky). ,\ . 

d. The",attack of the final objective (AR~7960) on 11 Feb typifies the integra.tion 'of fires employedthroughou:t thE(operation. .. • ' .. 
, :"'." 

, 

(a) Check-fire givSll,and. 10 minute prep with 105 and 155 began at. 0640 hours. . . .' '. . . ';' . 

(b) Eight airstrikes were' employed. 

(c) 

(d) 

. 

Artillery shifted to' blocking fi~~s(grid AR6)96). , -, . 

.,', . 

, 

(e) InfantrY controlled. 8Il1ployment' Of'gunships agaiil~t:!.~en~ii'i\9denemy locations." '. '.... . ..... . . . . . '. . 

2. Air Support Summary. 

The following missions were .fiOJ'lll bet}'leen 6 1':80 and.12 Feb. 68 in support 01' ground operat;l.onl3. in ~d around K~: '.. . . . . 

a •. Airstrikes 

(1) IMMEDIATE 

(a) 

(b) 

Hill 684 (AROOZ934) 
6 February .. 5 8tl:'1k88 
L'f.eh..r:!l~ry',-: .. .7, !.~r.:!...kS§. 

TOTAL 12 strikes 

H~11 .721' (AR812942), ;' 
7 February - 1 strike 
!t .Fe.b~l!au .~~ .I!.tr,ik!! 

TOTAL 6 strikes 

" , , 
. '. 

" -. ' . 
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(c) Hill 828 (AR817976) 

9 February - 1 strike 
(d) Hill 729 (AR827976) 

10 February - 3 strikes 
11 Februer.y - 3 strikes 
~1.e.br..u.{I,!''y._~2 ... s:ti!'i~e~. TOTAL 8 strikes' 

(2) Prep1ar.ned. Six missions were flown as preplanned targets. Often preplanned targets were changed to take advantage of more recent intelligence data provided by headhunters and gunships. . 
(3) 

(a) 
(b) 

(4) 

(a) 
(b) 
(c) 
(d) 

Total Airstrikes 

Immedia.t.e - 30 strikes 
E.r!'£.\1"~1}'~!i.- .(_sgi.l~~~ TOTAL 36 strikes 

Spooky Mission flown 

7 February - 1 mission 
8 February - 1 mission 
10 February - 2 m::.ssions 11 Februarv - 1n6.83ion - .. 'TOTAL' "-5'''iniids!'ons 
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