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() INTELLIGENCE:

Qe

(1) In late fpril, Headquarters, NVA 3250 Division, with at least two
subordinate regiments, moved into the Tri-border areéa west of ‘BEN HET, 1It.
began conducting operations in early May, the most significant being the- 10
May attack on C and D/3/8 Inf at FSB #25. Intelligence gained from PiWlg,
ralliers and documents during the first thrée weeks in May identified the
325C Division and its subordinate regiments, 101D and 95C, with a total
strength of at least 6000. In addition, it was learned that the 325C Division
~robably possessed armaments not previously employed by the NVA in the Lth

NAME AND TYPE OF OPERATION Operation MATHEWS. Offensive Operations,

DATES CF OPFRATION: 242000 May 68 to 121590 June 68,
e

10CATION: Kontum Province, RVN, Maps, Vietnam, scale: 1/250,000, sheets
No 48-4, L8-8, 49-1, 49-5, See Incl 1, Operations Overlay,

v v

CONTROL HEADOUIRTIRS: Headquarters, TF MATIHTHS,
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BG Don R. Hiclman, Commanding General, TF MATHEWS. “

COL Joseph Fix.III, Commanding Officer, 1st Bde, 4th Inf Div, )
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Enemy Situation Prior.to Operation MATHEWS,
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Division i0; i, €, tanks, 100 gy 105mm' artillery, TItwas also determihed
that the enemy's immediate objective was BIN HET. This dituation existed at
the time TASK FORCE MATHEWS began operations on May 24th,

(2) Enemy Composition, Disposition and Strength Prior to Operation

VATHEWS:
UNTT STRENGTH DISPOSITION
325C NvA
HQ and Support 2200 ¥YB 750300
101D Regt 2150 YB 842286
95C Regt 1800 YB 795195
120th Sapper Bn 250 YB 750300
4L0th Artillery Regt
HQ and Support 200 Tri-Border irea

K-33 Bn 300 YB 896179
b, Enemy Aétifity'During-Operation‘MATHEWQ ‘ |

(1) 0n 25 May 2/6/2/1 Cav made contact on Hwy 512 (YB 903274) with '
‘an unidentified_ enemy unit which attacked from the northwest; resulting in -
47 NVA KIL.  On 25 May at PSB 29 (YB 939223), 4 and C/1 /8 Inf were attacked
from-the south, south-southwest and west by elements of the K4 Bn, 95¢
Regt, resulting in 149 NVA KIA, .

‘ , . \

On 27 May reliable intelligence reports indicated the movement of an
unidentified NVA division headquarters element into the vicinity of DAK PEK
Special Forces Camp, This division was believed to be the 2nd NVA Div,
which had ovorrun two Special Forces Camps just north of the 4th Division
A0 during the period w1l ay. Tt was nct known what olemenmts on the
division accompanied the hoadquarters element. TASK FCRCE'MTHEW§ 1nstituted
a sustained air strike offort in the area, in conjunction with reconnaissance
in force by two bhattalions of the 3d Bde, 10lst Abn Div, Subsequent TECOon~-
naissance and other intelligenco indicated that the enemy force ‘had apparent.
1y withdrawn temporarily into Iaocs, o :

Iy

A
S
A\

On 30 May on'Hill 990 (YB 817248) D/3/12 Inf was attacked fromthe \

north, northwest and west by a large enemy force; believed to consist of
olamtnts of the K~1 Bn, 101D Regt, resulting in 43 NVA KIA (BC)s It wes
believed that the enemy's camualties were at lesst three times' as hligh'ag -
the body count, but he'was able to remove most of them before they could

be counted, 'On 3 June, at YB 798274, 1st Battalion, 35th Infantry was
attacked fram the north, west and south by an estimated enmmy battalion, ,
Sweep of the ares around the perimeter found 4 NVA KIA (BC) and mony wrts -

of bodics and drag marks, Subsequent search of a ‘bunker complex which T

included a medical facility at YB 7827 rdvesled 18 additional NVA bodies
in shallow graves. This attack was the last offensive action by the 3350C

' 2
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Div; following it the enemy began a gradual withdrawal teward the border, -
THe 101D Regt is believed to have withdrawn northwest of Hwy 512 into Iaos,
while the 95C Regt moved southwest of Hwy 512 into Cambodia, On 4 June

on Hwy 14N (ZA 209950) a convoy was ambushed by elements of the 4th Bn,
2hth Regt, The convoy was relieved by elements of 2/1 Cav, resulting in

39 NVA KIa, Identification of the Lth Bn, 24th Regt in the ambush ares by
captured documents confirmed the movement of this unit into the area north
of KONTUM City nonr Hwy 1/N. Tho 24th Regt continued to constitute a slg—
nificont threat to friendly lines of communication in A0 MATHEWS betwecn
KONTUM City and TAN CANH, - : ‘

- On 10 June DiK PEK Special Forcos Camp and B and D/1/22 Inf received ‘
_Antense athacks by fire, in which the enmey employed 60 and 82mm mortar -
fire, 75mm RR firo, and 122mn rockotw, Tn addition; B/1/22 Inf at YB 9106477

rocelved a ground agsault with small arms, grenades, and flamethrowers, b

The attacking force was probably a reinforced company. The size .of the

unit making the attack, as well as the weapons amployed in the ground atfinck

and attacks by fire, indicate that me.jor elements of the 2d4:NVA Division "

have probably returned to tle DIX PR areg to renew offensive, e

(2) Fnemy Compost ion, Disposition and Strength Encountercd During
- Operation MATHEWS: ‘ ' .

UNIT : STRENGTH DISPOSTTTON
325C NVA Div = S
101D Regt 1430 B 8124
95C Regt 1425 ' YB 8322
120th Sapner 125 : Both of the above locations
Bn
2d NVA Div |
U/I Regt - 2000 7 B 9167
2/th Regt . : ‘ S g
Lth Bn 350 Zi 2095

5th Bn 375 - ZA 1899

4Oth irty Regt '
K-33 Bn - 300 : ¥YB 9216

¢. Characteristics of the Aren of Oﬁerat-ions:
. (1) Weether: ilmost every day of Operation MATHEWS saw heavy raine
fall; normally a light drizzle occurred in the morning, giving away to
numerous afterncon rainshowers, Scattered low clouds, bases of 300 to

500 feet, and scattered-to-broken clouds above 1000 feet were experienced
during early uorning hours, Broken cumulus and sca‘Bte_red cumulonimbus

3
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and cellings of 1000 feet (obscuring some peaks) occurred during late
afternoons and evenings, Several fogry mornings limited visibility to-
3 fogey mornings. ' o '

(2) Terrsin: The western portion of KONTUM Province from “the
border to the eastern ond of AQ MATH 'S 18 characterizod by rugged mountains
.Surrounding o small central basin area. The highest peaks reach ovor 1400
motors while ranges in the wost and Bouth average 1035 moters, Vegotation in
the mountoinous areas consists of very heavy double to triple canopy forest,
The undorgrowth in most areas is vory thick brush mixed with bamboo, Some of
the higher elevations have very light undergrowth. In the mountainous areas,
there are scottered out-croppings of mixed large stones and stone cliffs. There
are natural stone caves in such areas.  Sultable naturzl landing zones do not
ex1lst in the mountainous areas. The central basin area hag modorate relief
tvoraging' from 650 to 660 meters, Vogetation varies from single conopy hoavy
forost with vory thick undorgrowth to scattered low troes with thiclk grass and
mixed brush undergrowth, Lower areas near Streams have heavy brush grass.,
Large stands of bamboo are scattered throughout the basin area, Sultable
naturel lending zones can be found in some areas, Prineipal drainoge is Pro-
vided by the DAX POKO River, which flows South through the area, Many smaller
" tributaries dissect the entire area., Deep ravines are found throughout the
mounteinous ares while rice paddy choked streams meander and criss-cross-through
the basin area, '

(a) Observation and fields of fire: Observation and fields of fire are
extremely limited in the mountainous arecs dus to the very hoavy wegetation.
Some vent.ge points, however, do exist which pormit observed direct and ine
direct fire into the low ereas, Observeation improves in the lower aroas and
aleng the DAE POKO Valley where scattored open areas and lighter vegetation
offer less restrictod fiolds of firc,

(b) Cover: Good covor is avellable throughout the mountainous area
where many deap ravines, large rocks, heavy forost, and natural caves provide -
protection from both sirstrikes ond artilery fires In theo contral bosin ares,
cover from indircet firo and airstrikes can only be obtained fram bunkers and
tunnels, ‘ i

(c) Concezlnent: Concealment is excollent in tho heavily forcsted
mountoinous areas; air observation of ground activity is impossible excopt
in arcas where heavy bombing has removed the vegetation. Tho ceniral basin
area provides much less concealmont; air observation varies from good in the
lightly forested aross to oxcollent in the opon arcas. S

(d) Obstacles: The majority of tho A0, cxcopt for the basin arca east
and south of BEN HET, is characterized by steep (30%) slopes, rain forests,
and dense vegetation. In the eastern section of the aroa, tho DAK PCKO River
presents 2 formideble barrier to vohicular -and foot traffic, Tho bamboo in

L
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the area cast and south of BEN HET is thick and difficult to traverso,
Conditions greetly restrict foot movemsnt to existing roads and/or trail
networks and for all practical purposes channelizes vehicular movemont to
Highway 512,

(e) Koy Terrain: In addition to friondly firc bases the following
arezs are critical:

L. Bridges vic YB 943238 and ZB 156053.

[ro

« High ground vic 2B 0126 and YB 9969,

o

« Ridgo-high ground vie vB 9222,  ZB 0L16 and ZB 0011.

(f) Avenues of Adpproach: The main avenucs of epproach into the aprca
aro providod by Highwey 1LN, Route 1N, Route 512 from the wost, & nowly
constructed enemy road twoard BEN WET from tho west, end the DAN SIR and
DAX HO'DRAT Valleys from the south. A major trail enters the aroa frem the

west vicinity YB 730368. (Sec Appendix 3).

1+ Hipghway 1LN as far north as TAWH C.NH is an improved, hard~surfaced,
two lane dirt reod trafficable to wheeled and heavy armored vehicles axcept
from mid-~June to late September when the low areas become impassable. North
of TANH CiNH it is unimproved dirt road, impassablo to vehicular traffic.

2. Reute 512 enters tho 40 from the west vicinity ¥B 7527 and continues
to the cast through BEN HET and DiX TO to TANH CiNH where it meots. Highway
ILN vicinity YB 063225, This route has generally the same charactoristics as
14N, but it is impassable from ¥B 750270 to YB 802238 due to heavy bombing,

3« A newly constructod enomy road enters tho A0 from tie wost vic
YB 700219 2nd connocts with Routo 512 vicinity ¥B 803238. Tho road, con-
structed by hand labor, 1s hard-packed dirt and averages four to five meoters in
width, The road follows terrain contours anc has no drainage ditches. Duo to
haavy bembing the rond is impassable from YR 784227 to YB 803238, If ropairs
arc made, this route could provide o high specd armor approach to BEN HET,

L. The river villeys from tho south previde axcellont avenues of approach
for infantry movemcnt. Concoalment frem acrial obsorvation, however, is
lacking in meny areas.

() Effects of Weather on Terrains: Soil conditions vary from meist and
fairly firm in the nigh mountains to saturated and extromely mudly in the

central basin area. Thick vegotation end very slick, stoup slopes presont a
definite impoecdiment to feoot and vehieulor trafiic. Meny weterways, cospecially

5
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the DAK POKO River due to the swelling caused by £he rains and drainage,
bocome unfordeble during this period. L

d. Attacks by Fire on Friendly Positions by Type.

60rm mortar 10
82w mortar L2
75mm RR L
J00m Gun o -
105mm Howitzer by
122mm Rockot 3
120mm mortar 3

e. Mining Incidents.

Vohiclos hit mines 3
Mines discovered -2 .
f. Captured Enemy Weapons,
- Unit o Small Arms Crew Sorved Woapons
1-8 Inf : hl . : © 15
1-22 Inf 3
3~8 Inf o . : | 1
3~12 Inf - 65 . -3 .
2~1 Qav 22 : '
1-35 Inf : 6
1-506 Inf (ibn)-
2-506 Inf g.ﬁ.bn) ' b
3-187 Inf (Abn)
7«17 Mr Cav S ‘ :

Totel Weapons Captured 160

6
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g« Enemy Casualties:

Unit KIL (Body Count, CIA
1~8 Inf 19
| 1-22 Inf 5
3-8 Inf 9 3 (2-Returnoc)
3-12 Inf 72 3 (1~-Returneo)
2-1 Cav 20 1
7-17 Air Cav 5
1-35 Inf 5
1.506 Inf fﬁbn; 0
2-506 Inf (Abn 11
3-187 Inf (Abn) 0
LRPs 6
352 T

8. (C) MISSTON:
a. TF MATHIWS was activated tos

(1) Conduct reconnaissence in force operaticns and locate and destroy
enemy forces in A0 MATHEWS. .

(2) Destroy the 325C NVA Division in accordanco with OPORD 11-68, Hgs
Lth Infantry Division, dtd 2l May 1968, | /

(3) Protect DAX PEK and BEN HET USSF Camps .

(L) Protect DiK T0 Base Camp. o

(5) Securc ILIOG within 40 MATHEWS. | Ry
(6) Be prepared to relieve/reinforce 42D ARVN Rogiment.

b. Le.ttér of Instruction to CG, TF MATHEWS is at Inclosure 3,

9. {C) CONCEPT OF OPERATTONS :

8. Task Force MATHEWS was formed with 2 brigades in response to the
movement cf major units of the 325C NVA Division toward BEN HET USSF Canp
from the west. To destroy the 325¢C Division, lst Brigade, Lth Infantry Division
attacked on D-Day (27 May 68) with simultanoous combat assaults by two bat-
talions to securc objective DIGGS (YB 8731) and objective BAVON (YB 812)).
3d Brigade, 10lst Adirborne Division followed at H + 3 hours with a one bat-
talion combat asseult to sccurs objective CARDTHAL (YB 8218) southwest of

o QG IDENTIA L
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BEN HET. One gsp company began reconnaissance in forece at H42 hours from BEW HET
west northwest toward Hill 705 (¥YB 8526) to find and destroy NVA weapons positions
and assembly areas, Tst Bde continued the offensive on D+ with a battalion-size
combat assault to Secure objective CORBS CRu ik (B 8327),

b, In order to block the TU MROKG Valley approach to DAK "O and T:I' CALH
from the hortH, 42d ARVN Regiment deployed one battalion by air assault northeast
of DAK T0 on D-1 (26 May 68), The 23d ARV Ranger Battalion was derloyed beginning
D-1 (26 May 68) to Secure FSB's along Rte 512 and the high ground north of D.X TO.
Convoy routes were secured by armored cavalry units supported by armed helicopters
and air cavalry, . ‘\\

\

¢. CSF operations at BEW HET and DAK FiK were --coopdinated with Task Force

operations and were integrated into the overall offensive plan,

de One battalion, as Task Force reserve, was'initially prepared to aexploit
contacts in either brigade ares and/or to secure objective FOSTIR (YB 7829) on |
M3, 3d Brigade, 101st Airborne was krepared to reinforce DAK SEANG and/or Dix
PEX ULSF Camps should the enemy threat require,

€. All offensive operations were sunported by B=52 airstrikes and massive.
artillery preparations prior to assaults by infantry. TImmediate tactical air b
support, B-52 strikes, and artillery were enployad throughout, Operation MATVEYS to“\
noutralize enemy weapons and destroy enemy forces by fire and as close support,

f. Inclosure 1, Operations Overlay, .
10.  (C) EZECUTION:
a. General, |

(1) Operation MATH.5'S was initiated by Task Force MATHiWS at 242000 May 68
with ist Brigade, 4th Infantry Division and 3d Brigade, 101st Airborne Division
under the Command of the Assistant Diviaion Commander, 4th Infantry Division.
The area of operations encompassed A0 SPAATZ (DAK T0) and AQ CHARCKE (DAK PRK)
and included By HET, DAK 5.40G, and DAK PZX USSF Camps, 3d Brigade, 101st fir-
borne Division closed using €-130 aircraft on 26 May with 3 battalions,

(2) On 27 May (D-Day) 3d Brigade relieved 1st Brigade_of'rosponsibility for
the 10 east of BEN HiT. 1st Brigade air assaulted with 2 companies, 3d Battalion,
8th Infantry at 1003 hours to secure Objective DIZGS (Hill 900) and with 4 com- _
panies, 3d Battalion, 12th Infantry at 1005 hours to secure Obiective BAVON (1111
990). Both objectives were secured with no enemy contact. The épmmand'and coOn-
trol aircraft, 3d Battalion, 8th Infantry received enemy fire and'made a forced
landing south of Objective DIGES. The command group and crew were ectracted un-
injured and continued control of tha assault. 4t 1200 hrS‘(H+2), a B HaT CSF
¢ompany began a ground assault to secure Hill 705 northwest of BEN HET. 4t 1340

+8

"
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hrs, 1st Battalion, 8&th Infantry under OPCON 3d Brigade, assaulted and secured

Obj CATDIKAL (Hill 889) with 2 companies without incident, Upon securing initial
objectives, 1st Brigade units began-conducting reconnaissance in forece toward the
Cambodian border with a mission to engage and destror enemy forces, From Objective
CARDINAL, 34 Brigade controlled the southwest approach toward BEK HiT by conducting
extensive reconnaissance and sereening operations around Hill 889 and along the

(3) on 28 May 68 (D+1), 1st Brigade continued to attack with a combat assault
by 3 companies, st Battalion, 35th Infantr to secure Objective COBBS CRREIK and -
search possible NVA staging or storage arcas in the draws west of Bl HIT,

(4) Based on the major threat to Dik FiK which developed on D=Day from units'/;

i

of the 2d Nva Div, 3d Brigade deployed on 28 May 68 (D+1) with a Brigade CPs 24

Battalion, 506th Alrborne Infantry, 3d Brigade assumed OPcoOn of A0 CHEROKi, with - j

the mission to Protect DAK PEK znd to destroy 2d wvVA Division forces threatening .
DAK PEK., With the deployment of the remainder of 3d Battalion, 187th Airborne c
Infantry on 29 May, 3d Brigade establishod control of the high ground controlling | .
DAK PEK to the west and north and began a serics of airmobile combat assauits to ,
exploit B-52 airstrikes and engage 2d NVA Division forces, Airstrikes, artillery, {
and positioning of infantry on key terrain resulted in the enemy forces withdraw-.
ing into LAOS. Upon withdrawal of the major- enemy forcés, 2d Battalion, 506th ' -
AirborneuInfantry was deployed back to DiK TO on 2 June, :

(5) After the enemy attack on the 3d Battalion, 12th Infantry mortar base
at Hill 990 on 30 May, A Companv, 3d Battalion, 8th Infantry reinforced Hill 990
and began extensive SWeep operations around the base. st Brigade continued to

Push toward the west with 3 battaliong searching the ridges and draws along ap-
Proaches leading from the west, :

(6) 23d ARVN Ranger Battalion and 2d Battalion, ,42d ARVN (=), under OFCON
L2d ARVN Regiment, assumed respousibility for the area north of Rte 512 and east
of FSB 25 (YB 8829) beginning 28 Mav, 42d ARVN Regiment retained responsibility
for securing FSB 13 (YB 9125), FSB 3 (YB 9523), FSB 30 (YB 9726), and maintaining
one cowmpany on the ridge north of DAK TO.

(7) On 1 June 68, 1st Battalion, 224 Infantry assaulted with three companies
to secure Hill 905 (YR 7921) and block the southwestern escape route from BEN HED,
FSB 29, and FSB 15. The battalion conducted reconnaissance in force northwest to
Hill 947 (¥YB 7724) and operated astride a well used NV, route from Cambodia., MNo
encmy contact was made,

(8) On 3 June 68, 24 Battalion, 506th airborne Infantry, under 1st Brigade
control, secured Hill 1043 (YB 3332) with an air assault and began reconnaissance
operations northwest to Hill 1191 then southwest to FSB 18 (¥YB 8531) and west to

search the DAK 3U Valley aprroach toward BEN HET,  No contact was made with the
enemy.

9
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(9) As the 1st Brigade maneuvered to search the routes and suspscted assembly
areas between BEN HsT and the Cambodian border, it was aprarent that the 325C Di-
Vislon had withdrawn from the battle. grea toirerd the west, Light contacts with

small NvVA covering forces were made and several battalion sized bases were secured
and contaminated with CS chemiecal,

_{10) The 4tn Infantry Division offensive west of POLST KLuilG required that
IF MATHEWS release 1st Battalion, 35th Infantry to 3d Brigade, 4th Infantry Di-
vision on 5 June, ‘ ‘

(11) On 8 June 1st Brigade assumed responsibility for A0 CIROK..ui and deploy-~
ed the 1st Battalion, 224 Infantry to DiK Puk to relieve the 3d Battalion, 187th
Adirborne Infantry, 34 Brigade began deployment out of AQ MyTHIS by airlifting
the advance party with five C~130 sorties. 3d Battalion, 187th Airborne Infantry
departed on 9 June with the brigsde cp followed on 10 June by 2d Battalion, 506th
Airborne Infantry., 1st Brigade resumed responsibility for all of AO SPAATY and
comileted pursvit operations to within 3 Kms of the border,

(12) Based on intelligence that, a battalion of the 325C Division had moved
to vie (¥B 8513), 1st Battalion, 8th Infantry assaulted 2 companies to YR 8213
and 2 companies, 1st Battalion, 506th Alrborne Infantry to FSB 28 on.9 June, All
companies, under control of 1st Battalion,'Bth-Infantry, conducted a detailed .
bomb damage assessment of six B-52 strikes that preceded the combat assault. Al-
though recently used enemy bunkers and positions were located and searched, no
contact was made nor wers bodies or weapons found, :

(13) Zarly morning on 10 June an attack on DiK PiK by NVA forces began with
a battalion sigzed ground assagult Supported by mortars and rockets against the st
Battalion, 224 Infantry FSB'S, The Ist Battalion, 506th Alrborne Infantry remain-
ed under Task Force control as 3d Brigade (~) departed the A0, 3d Battalion, &th
Infantry reinforced 40 CEEROKFE on 10 June and established positions both inslde
and northwest of DAK PK Camp, Over the 48 hour beriod that followed, intanse
indirect fire attacks were received by friendly installations in A0 CHAROIGE, _
B-52 strikes were employed on enemy positions and again the enemy withdrew to LAOS.
Combat assaults followed by reconnaissance and pursuit operations were conducted
throughout A0 CH ROKEE to discover and dsfeat any remaining enemy forces.

(14) The threat of DAK'PEK,lBEN‘HET, and DAK T0°diminished and at 121500

June 68, TF MLTHE'S was deactivated and control of tactical operations in the DiK
TO and DAK P:X areas reverted to 1st Brigade, 4th Infantry Divisiqn. -

b. Following are the significant contacts during Operation MATHIWS:

DATE US_UNIT(S) EN UNIT LOCATION US IOSSES il LOSSES. i
25 May B/2-1 Cav UNIDEHT YB&92270 3KIA 47 NVA KIp -
EST Co (+) BWTA
25 May 4,C/1~8 Inf K=4 Bn YB839222 14KTA 149 NVA KIA
95C Regt 55WIA
© 10
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DATZ _ _ US UNIT(S) N UNIT LOCATION _ US L0SS:3  IN LOS3:S _
30 May D/3-12 Inr K-1 Bn (+).  YBg817247 TKIA 43 NVE KIA
101D Regt 56WIA
L June C/2-1 Cav 4th Bn ZA2089.48 1KIA L1 NVA KIA
2Lth Regt BWIA
10 June B/1-22 Inf UNIDichT YB910677 1KIA 43 NVA KIA
\ EST BN () 22WTA

C. Implementing FRAG Orders pubiished by HQ, TF MATHEWS, are at Inclosure 3.
d. Chronological Summary of operation is at Inclosure be

M. (C)  SUPFORTING FougEs:

de Non-organic and non-attached supporting forces,
(1) 7th US Air Force

(2) 524 Artillery Group

(3)  52d Combat, Aviation Battalion

(4) 299th Zngineer Battalion (C) (~)

(5) Det, 9th Air Commando Squadron

(6) Co B, sith Psyoprs Battalion

b.  Artillery Support

(1) General,

(a) The concept of artillery employment was to provide dirsct artillery
support to each maneuver element and to employ the relatively large amount of
modium and heavy artillery in reinforcing nnd general support roles to weight
maneuver efforts and to provide artillery support for ARVN operations.

(v) Initially, the 6th Battalion, 29th Artillery was in direct support of
the 1st Brigade, 4th Infantry Division. Battery C, 4th Battalion, 42d Artillery
(105mm T), Battery C, 2d Battalion, 9th Artillery (105mm T), Battery A, Sth Bate
talion, 16th Artillery (155m SP), and Batteries 4 and C, 1st Battalion, 92d
Artillery (155mm T) reinforced its fires while Battery D, 5th Battalion, 15th
Artillery and Battery B, 6th Battalion, 14th Artillery were in general.support,
3d Brigade of the 101st Abn Div deployed to 4th Div control with its @1rect U~
port artillery, the 2d Battalion, 39th Artillery (105mm T), which arrived on 24
~nd 25 Hay., Additional artillery (155mm SP) closed on 26 May and Battery C, 5th
Battalion, 22d Artillery (17%mm SP) arrived on 28 May.

! oy ™
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(2) DIVARTY establisheq a Division Artillery Tactical Command Post at DAK

?O Base on 25 liay to coordinate artillery activities in the battle area and to
insure maximgn effectiveness in the allocation of general support artillery fires,

_ (3) Artillery units conducted 24 displacements to support tactical opera-
ticns initially west of D,k TO and then north to DAK FEX.

(4) Extensive use wgs made of radar, Three (3) ANMPO-44 counter-mortar
radars were employed in the DAK TO, DAK PiK and BEN HaT areas, This aggressive
use of O-Li radars resulted in detection of 48 mortar locations and one 122mm
rocket location., One AN/AMPQ-104 counterbattery radar was flown into the AD from
TUY HOA and transported to a forward fire base by CH=54 on 2 June to counter the
threat of enemy artillery detected on 30 May west of DAK T0. The AN/TPS~25 ground
surveillance radar organic to Division Artillery was displaced by air to a forward
fire base in the DiK T area, The TPS-254 radar located seven groups of personnel

identified as enemy ranging in size from 3~21 porsonnel, These targets wero engag-—
ed with artillery,

(5) Meteorological support was furnished continuously throughout the -opera-
tion, : '

(6) Maximum use wWas made of air observation, Division Artillery was augment
ed daily by aircraft from 52d Artillery Group, '

(7) Assigned, a&ttached and operational control units during Opefation
MATHEMS are as follows:
(a) 629 irty (105 1) DS 1st Bde; 4th Div
(b) 2-319 Arty (105 1) DS 3d Bde, 101st Abn
(¢) C/u-h2 irty (105 T). DS 15t Bn, 22d Inf
(d) ©/2-9 Arty (105 1) DS 1st Bn, 35th Inf
(e) if5-16 irty (155 sP) GSR 629 Arty
(f) C/516 arty (155 sp) GSR 6-29 Arty |
(8) D/5-16 arty  (gn sp) GsR 629 Arty .. |
(h) 4/1-92 Arty (155 T) (SR 629 Arty
(1) ©/1~92 arty . (155 7) GSR 6~29 Arty
(3) B/6-14 irty (175 sp) s TP MATHENS
(k) D/6~14 Arty (175 SF) 6s TF MATHENS
rA o . ' 12
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SUBJECT: Combat, Operations After-iction Report,

(8) Summary of ammunition expenditures by caliber,

(a) 105mm 27,037
(b)  155my 12,966
(¢) g 1,560
(d)  175mm 4,076

GRALD TOTAL 75,839
(e) air Support,,

(1) Task Force MATHEWS Tacr controlled tactical fighter-bombers ang long
range heavy bombers for ground ¢lements of the Task Force,

(2) The existing TACP of {st Brigade, 4th Infantry Division was augmented
by three Forward Aip Controllers, three 0-I¢ aircraft, a radio control 1/4 ton
vehicle, and four enlisteq Men.  This composite TACP was the coordinating agency
for USAF asgets in A0 MATH7WS, :

(3) Initial organization of the Alr Request Net was that all 1st Brigade,
4th Division G3 ifmoediate and préplanned Strikes went through normal channels
to Division 3 Aip at Camp ‘nari, 34 Brigade, 101st dirborne request immediate
Strikes from TF Tycr at DAK TO who thep relayed the request to IFFV and was mon-
itored by Div G3 iip by telephone, Sorties assigned to fill these request were
controlled by Forward iip Controllers from st and 24 Brigade, A4th Infantry Divi-
sion because of the performance limitations of the 0-1 aircraft.assigned to 3d
Brigade, 101st Airborne, ALO, 34 Brigade, 101t Alrborne Division provided liai-
son between the brigade ang 39, TF MATH.S,

(4) The Aip Request Net was modifiod on 28 May when 3q Brigade, 101st Alrw-
borne deployed to Pife The mobile TACP of 3d Brigade, 101st wes air—lifted
to DAX PEX ang Processed immediate requests for tactical operations within A0
CH .RCKEY, Preplanned missions continved to g0 directly to Div g3 Air. Tn addi-
tion, radar-guided Combat Sky Spots (CSS) were used to deliver Taec {r Support
during inclement weather and for night missions,

(5) Aa11 breplanned. strikes Wiere backed up with CS5 strikes because weather

changed rapidly during the operation. These backup missions were often flown
instead of cancelling a flight of fighters,

west Monsoon combined to limit F4iC missions to ‘the late morning and early aftep-
noon hocurs on approximately 16 days during the period., A total of 40 preplapngd
FAC missions were diverted to €SS status because-of unfavorable weather conditions

13
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(7) Summary of air support flown is as follosw:
(a) Fighter missions=309 |

(b) Fighter sorties-661

(c) Spooky/Moonshine-8/1

(d) Summary of Damage Assessments-33 bunkers destroyed, 2 foxholes destrqug,
L'active Aif. positions destroyed, 1 recoilless rifle position destroyed, 35 NVA
14 (9 8C), 21 secondary explosions, 2 landing zones constructed,

(8) ARCLIGNT STRIKES: Arclight strikes contributed more ‘significantly to
the success of Operation MATHAMS than to any previous 4th Infantrv Division opera-
tion. ¥mployed in mass for the first time in this area of operations and closely
coordinated with the scheme of maneuver and other supporting fires, they were a
major factor in the attrition of encny forces, Since employment varied betwecen
the DA TO, BRI HET apng DLK PiK areas, they will be described separately,

(2) DiK TO - mii HiT;  The concopt of operation in this area called for the
numerically inferior allied forces to occupy the e¢ritical terrain in the area in
strength,_concontrating the Division Deconnaissance Fackage in the area to find
targets for exploitation of the friendly preponderance of fire power. Once locat-
ed, targets wers attacked by massed fires of all aprropriate types, including
Arclights. This phase of operations employed 39 Arclight strikes, After massive
attrition of the enemy forcas, and the arrival of additional maneuver forces in
the area, simultangous air assaults were to be made in the enemy‘s rear to complete
his destruqtion. These assaults were preceded by @ massive five day Arclight,
tactical air, and artillery proparation in the ares known to be occupied by ma jor
eluments of 325C NVA Division. During this five day period there wers 29 strikes,
culminating in five on D-Day on the immediate objectives of the combat assaults,
These assaults wore mado as scheduled, even though on D-Day events in tho DuK
PEK arca required diversion of significant maneuver forces to that area. Although
large and determined enemy elements were known to have becn present in the objec-
tive area prior to the preparation phase, US Forces were able to complete three
battalion air assaults into cold landing zones on D~Day without loss of a single
US soldier. 1n operations following ths US attack, Arclights continued to be
used in mass to complete the exploitation and to neutralize enemy fires, A total
of 20 targets were attacked during this period, bringing the total for Operation
MATHEMS in this arca to 88, : '

(b) DAK PuK: arclight strikés were employed in the DAK PEK ares to blunt
a major enemy thrust at the isolated CSF camp and to provide reaction time for
reinforcement of the defense. There were two separate-phases of this operation,
23 to 31 May and 11 to 14 June. Task Foree MATHZS peacted to indications from. _
a reliable intelligence source that major enemy forces were threatening the
DiK PEK CSF camp, During the earlier perlod, a total of 11 Arclights were employed,
and despite reliable indications.of the enemy's presence in the area, no attacks,
were made on friendly positions, and the enemy apparently withdrew. From 11 to 14
June, after withdrawal of the bulk.of the US Forces, the enemy again threatened
the cemp . this time in strength. During this period, 20 Arclight targets were

]
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struck, Despite indications of a Rajor enemy effort to overrun the camp, he was
able to make only one grouna attack on friendly positions and ineffective attacks
by fire, In this operation, because of comparative lack of artillery'support

and poor weather conditions for tactical aip support, Arclight, support was
especially significant,

(¢) 1In Summary, it is apparent that the mass employment of drclight strikes
Played & major role in the decisivo dofeat of eloments of two NVi Divisions in
Operation MATHIWS, Although “Xtensive efforts wire made to assess bomb damage,
no single target strike could be proved to have produce ° dramatic results, Taken
in sum, however, the evidence of their effect is conclusive, The enemy made g
major effort, during this Oberation, moving large forces for long distances to mass
them against numerically inferior US forces, he introduced more sophisticated
weabons systems than had been breviously wused ip the Central Highlands, including
artillery, ang probably armor, Despite this major effort the enemy achizsved not
one minor objective, but paid g staggering price in casualties and damage,  Fricnde
1y casualties were comperatively very light considering the results achieved, ' The
large number or Arclights wers massed in a relatively small ares where ths enemy
forees had to assemble to attack their objectives, and they were never able to
Organize a sustained attack, '

de  dArmy 4dviation Support.

(1) Aviation Support for Opsration HATHRYS was Provided by the organic
Lth Avn Battalion and the 524 Combat Lviation Battelion, Missions were assignad
by the Task Force Aviation Officer to support combat operations,

(2) Task Force Mi.THEMS -omploycd an Averago of 2L UH-lhs, 6 UHLCs, 6 CH~47s,
and 1 CH~54 per day, This represents the normal commitment of two (2) Assault
Helicopter Companies and one (1) Assault Support Helicopter company,  These avia-
tion resources conducted an average of two (2) combat assaults, one (1) eXtractlon
and one (1) seoure 1ift daily, ‘

(3)  The following is 1 Summary of operational data and support furnished
to TF MaTHwWS by the combined assets of the 4th avn Battalion apd the 52d Combat
aviation Battalion, ‘ S :

WD/ umelc CHl7  CHesy
(a) Total Hours 2990 599 - 627 66
(b) Total Sories 13499 6101 2003 102
(e) Type Missions:
Ci 6128 6101
Log 5889 2003 102
t&C 1482
) 15

T
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SUBJECT: Combat, Operations After—iction Report :

(d) Cargo (Tons) 2300 | 3y m
(e) PAX 23343 Lo17

2. Ingineer Support

(2)  Comp ny D; 299th Enginesy Battalion, augmented by Headqﬁarters and
Headquarters Company 299th Engineer Battalion, provided general support to
the Task Force, : o '

(3) Company 4 4th Engineer Battalion-provided direct support for the
infantry and artillery battalions of st Brigade, 4th Division performing
LZ clearing missions, cleared fields of fire, and providod technical assistance
for barrisr installation, Also, Company A operated a 1500 gallon-per~hour
water purification point at 1st Brigade base camp, and installed~and eperated
a 600 gallon-per~hour unit and BEN HET Special Forces Camp, Daily minesweeps
or Hwy 512 were also conducted by Conpany i, Heavy epuipment was airlifted
to previde support missions for the TF and a large TOC was built for HR, TF.
MATIGMS at DiLX TO Base, An emergency ASF/POL storage facility was constructed
at DX SEANG Special Forces Camp to support tactical operations in the DAK FEK
area, . :

(4) Company B, 3264th Engineer Battalion provided difect support to the

3d Brigade, 101st Lirborne, Infantry Battalions and DS Arty Babtaljon, ‘Kajor
¢lements of Company B deployed with the brigade to DAK FEK, where the company
constructed fire support bases, as well as berms for three FOL storage areas
and three ammunftion points. In addition, a 1500 gallen-per-hour water puri-
fication unit was installed and operateq at 3d Brigade Base Camp and a 600
gallon-per<hour unit at DAK PEK

(5) Company D and Headquarters Company, 299th Engineer Battalion (Combat)
provided geroral Support to both brigades and to the Task Farce, . Prierty
was glven initially to construction of a base camp for the 3d Brigade, 101st
Airborne, conslsting of a brigade T0C and Artillery T0C, foup helipads using
MBA1 matting, two helicopter revetmentd, establishing drainage control, dozing
out offensive Positions, clearing fields of fire and providing technical -
assistance for the establishment of a tactical wire barrier system. Also,
elements of Company D assisted 4th Engineers to conduct minesweeps on Hwy
512. A& 1500 gallon~per-hour water point was operated at DaK TO Base in support
of the %ask Ferce, :

f. Signal Support

(1) The 124th Signal Battalion previded communieations support for
Operation;MATHEWS, and established communications with the following major
units: -

(a) 4th Inf Div Main

26 .
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(b) 1st Bde, 4th Inf Div: , ‘
(c) 3d Bde, 10lst Abn Div (modified area signal center)
(d) &4th Inf Div DIVIRTY (TiC)

(2) Multichannel VHF systems were activated on 25 lay from 4Lth Infantry
Division Base Camp to the 3d Brigade, 101st Airborne Division at DAK TO T :
alrstrip,. and from Task Force MATHEWS CF at DiK TO Base to 3d Bde, 101st
Airborne Division at Dak To I. :

(3) Upon deployment of H), 3d Bde, 101st 4bn and 2 battalions to D.K PEK,
4 VHF relay and iM relay station were Planned for, This was necessary be-~ :
cause both the DaK T0 Base and DAK PUK Special Forces Camps are virtuelly
inaccessible to VHF and direct FM communications. On 29 May, FM relay was
established with nal PEK, - The multi=charnel systems, however, encountered \
many difficulties which included airlift of equipment, frequency problems, :
equipment problems, and non-line~of-gight~path, ' :

g+ Psyop Support

(1) Psychological operations were conducted in conjunction with tactical
operations to create dissatisfaction and desertion among NVL unite.

(2) 4 total of 108 PSYOPS missions were flawn in support of Task Force
M.LTHENS,  These missions dropped 2,200,000 leaflets and made 140 hours of
aerial loudspeaker broadcast., In addition, a total of 82 hours of live broad=~
cast were made. Target areas were known and suspected enemy locations and
infiltration - exfiltration routes. :

(3) During the operation, three WVi soldiers rallied to US units, These
individuals provided unit identiflications, personalities and locations that
were promptly exploited by PSYOS teams., The CHIEU HOT.. wrote leaflets and
made tapes urging their comrades to rally., :

(4) A1l of the rslliers told tmt their reasons for rallying were B-52
strikes, suffering, and life in the Jungle.

h. Civie 4ction Support

(1) The civic action pfogram already underway in A0 SPiiTY was cone
tinued with efforts aimed at improvement of health, sanitetion aml living
conditions,

(2) Lighteen villages in 40 MiTHIWS were selected for the Civic .ction
“rogr:m. 4 total of 154 visits'were made, in addition to 1450 MEDC&P,visits.
A total of 5293 children participated in the Youth Health Program., Diagnostic
examinations by the surgeons of both brigades were provided to approximately‘
182 people in villages in the 40,

i. Chemical Support
(a) €S Operations:

(1) During, the period Operation MaTHI G chemlcal operations con=-
sisted mainly of contarmination of bunker complex using persistent CS-1,
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Assuming normal wiather conditions for ﬂhia time of jear!-itVis-félt-that
this contamination should last for at least 6 months. It is estimated .

that more than 200 bunkers were contaminated using'this~method-during_thé
operation., S

(2) The E-8 Tactical cS Launcher was used extensively on firebase :
berimeters during the operation, The E=8 wao used on séveral'occasions
to assist in repelling NVA attacks on such' ingtallations, The 4th Divisién:
Chemical Section provided the 3d Brigade; 10lsth Airborne Division with 60
E~8s. These items wore used on defensive perimesters throughout their 40,

(3) 4 bulk cs drop was conducted nérth of CHIROK™: by USAF using C~130 °

)

alreraft and 500-800 found - drums of CS, The purpose of this drop was to con-

teminate the NVA road which enters SVN vicinity of IB'893858.<I

(4) =-158 (XM~15) munitions and the newly developed BFOG (Box Full of
Grenades) were used to pre=~:LZs prior to .combat assaults. In addition, the
1st Battalion, 8th Infentry used the BFOG extensively throughout the operation.

(5) During the period of Operation MATHEWS the following munitions were

issued by the Division Chemical Section to units particapating in the operations:

122 E-2 Tactical CS.Launcher

50 Boxes dfhdﬂﬁPCS (EOdb ppgn&g)

12 5158 ((}int 5) Ta‘ctiéal'lc_ss ciusters .'
12, -(C) RESULTS S

ae Sumhary éf enemy personnél and equipmeﬁt losses.

(i) Peﬁsoﬁnel: | |

(a) HVs KIn - 352 (rC)

(b) WVA CIA = 7

(2) Yieapons:

(a) Small hrmg ~ 141

(b) Crow Yerved - 19

b, ‘Summary of Friendly personnel'losgeg.

-~ f

UBIT . B L. MIA - (MBI) (Nom Battle) TOTAL
HHClst Bde = . 1 . ' 1
1-8 Inf 8 57 3 S 68
3-8 . 23 1 3 . 27
3-12 Inf 13 88 101
1-35 Inr L 18 22
1-22 Inf 4 37 | 41
2~1 Cav 3 9 . 12
7-17 Cav ro T ‘
3

DIVerRTY o .10 2-;' i P DE AT AL 13
DISCOI: - « O’UF/-ﬁé/l 4 -




REPRODUCED AT THE NATICNAL ARCHIVES ' ‘. ’ DECLASSI FI ED
A

uf‘or‘h_&ﬂpqug? |
] ey Ve Di&&hﬂg |

CCLFIDEL TIAHL

UNIT

KIA WIA MTA (NBI) (Non Battle) TOTAL
Div Troops 2 3 1 6
4th Div Recap 37 246 1 T S ———— 597
UNIT KIA  WIi MIA + (NBI) (Mon Battle) = TOTAL
3-101 Abn C
1506 Inf 1 1
2-506 Inf 1 13 Vi 21
3-187 Inf 1 15 3 19
2=319 Arty ' o
326 Engr 1 1
3-101 Recap 2 28 12 . " . | L2
TOTAL 39 27, K 19 333

13, (C) ADMINISTRATIVS MATTERS

a. General.

(1) The concept Qi dogistical suggort of Task Force MATHEWS followed the
Previously estabiished concept ofﬂT:gls ical support of eperation MACARTHUR.

The battaliont logistical bases were co-located with the brigade's trains at
DAK TO., The 1st logistical Command Forward Support Activity (FSA) at DAK TO
continued providing Class I, I1I, IIIA, V, barrier materials, bath, laundry,
and graves registration to the units. Class II &'IV materials, less barrier,
were provided from CAMP ENART through estahlished supply channels. Organic
elements from the Division Support Command (DISCOM) provided medical support,
maintenance support, and a direct exchange for personal clething, -

(2) Resupply ef forward company and battalion fire bases was by UH-1D,
CH-47 and CH-54 helicopters from the battalien logistical bases at DAK TO.
Resupply of the FSA at DAK TO was Primarily by overland convoy from PLEIKU
Sub Area Command utilizing &-me of the Divisions organic vehicles as
augmentation, : ‘

(3) To continue the previous concept of providing supply point distribution
as far forward as possible and also to provide an emergency resupply dgistical
base, a small resupply wpoint consisting of Class I (C—Rations),‘III, and V was
established at DAK PEX. Resupply of this area was CH-47, CR-54, C7A Caribou,
and C~130 air drop. Due to retrictions placed on the use of CH=-47 for resupply
during the latter stagew of the operation,. another emergency resupply logistical
base was established at DAK SEANC, Resupply of this area was by C-130 air drop.

b, Material and Services: The majority of the supplies consumed during

Operation MATHEWS were issued through the FSA at DiK TO. In order to provida
the required logistical support, the previously established supply levels

and objectives at the FSi had +o be increased,
(1) supply summary for Operation MATHEWS.
(a) Class 1 Meals issued:

ARATIONS C_RATIONS SUNDRY

15,826 092 taes 4 COMFEIDENTIAL
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(b) Patients evacuated: 421
(¢) Returned to Duty: 33
. (c) Patients seen but not admitted: 1213

e. Headquarters, Task Force MATHEVS was composed of the follewing per
sonnel and supporting equipementg

(1) Personnel: Officers 21
Enlisted men 38
TOTAL 5

(2) Equipment: ' .o

(a) Tents: 3 GP medium and 6 GP small
(b) Light Sets: 3

(¢) Generators: 3 (5 Ku)
1 (3 KW -~ IC)

(d) Vehicles:
(e) Cots: 70
(£) Air.maﬁtresses 70
(g) Sleeping bags: 70
(h) Chair, folding: 25
(1) Tables, folding: 15

4. (C) SPECIAL EQUIPMENT & TECHNIQUSS.

a. A flash and radar Infermation Ceordination Center was established
by Division Artillery survey personnel which combined the infermation from
visual ebservation posts and radar locations for target data.

b, Selectedmunitions were employed extensively on suitable targets
during the period, Examples are:

(1) On 30 May, Hill 990 (YB 812,) received a ground attack, Firecracker
wag empleyed in and around the perimeter with nine (9) artillery batteries
firing in suppert. A sweep on 31 May revealed 43 NVA KIA, 25 by artillery.
Numerous blood trails and drag marks were also found in the area, ‘

(2} On 1 June, an aerial ebserver sighted fomr 100mm field pieces in
dug-in positions. Fire was adjusted resulting in 2 guns destroyed and a
large secondary explosion. VR oh 2 June revealed 4 NVA bedies still in the-open.
Fire tracks in the area indicated that the weapon and bodies had been recovered
“during the night, ‘ ‘ '
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(3) Firecracker expenditure:

Caliber Firecracker
105 472 rds
155 .. 126 rds

an 5 rds

15. (C) LESSONS LEARNED AND RECOMMANDATTIONS :

a. Operations

Tl Ttem: Control of Armyv Aviation

Discussion: Operation MATHEWS utilized almost an entire CAB (Combat Avia~
tion Battalion) on a dally basis and these assets were employed in an extremefyy
large ares of operations. The Task Force Aviation section had two (2) FM radios
to contrel the Aviation elements during the day. The pajority of aviation re-v . °
Sources were provided by the 52d CAB and the 524 retained command of the aviation
¢lements, This arrangement resulted in unacceptable respons time to requirements
that arose during the day. In addition the TF Aviation soction was unable to
function as a staff planner/coordinater because they were involved in minute—to-
minute control of aircraft assets, '

OBSERVATIOE: At g minimum, a forward CP ef an aviation battalion is
required to control aviation assets and effectively ceordinate with the
supperted brigades, Additionally, this control element should be equipped
with a MRC-119 (% Ton) which would provide UF, VHF, ssb, and FM communi- ,
cations, This would permit the TF Aviation Seotian to functicn in a planw
ning/coordination role and provide irmediately responsive cormand and con~ .
trol of the aviation units supporting the TF, ' '

Item: Massing Arc Lights

Discussion: Arc Lights were employed in mass for the first time in
the Division Areca of Operations and were closely coordinated with the scheme
of maneuver and other fire support means. These strikes rroved to-be a
major factor in the attrition of enemy forces and caused him to abandon _
his mission of overrunning friendly positions at DAK FEK and in the DiK TO-
BiN HET areas Althoygh single Arc Lights had been planned on shemy targets
breviously, the grouping of several Arc Lights in one area and ever short
time spans created a devastating effect on the enemys

Observation: When the enemy gives indications of massing for an attack,
Arc Lights should be massed in order to gain maximum advantage of the srikes,

b, Logistics

QEItem: Negd for Mrmebils Bulldozers

Discussion: Tactical operations in the Centfal_Highlands-reguire

frequent use of key terrain features for Fire Support Bases. The need to

move heavy engineer construction equipment to isolated areas is apparent,

High altitudes coupled with the mowseon season, reduces the 1ift capability .
of the CH-54 and restricts air transport of the D5A and D6B to the forward >

fire bases. The' D6B with adapter kitvia,acceptable, and:weuld allew a payload o

redustion; howsver, the D6B with kit is ne organic to the Division.
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AQ CHEROKEE
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BEN HET
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/ DAK TO
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AQ MATHEWS
MAFS: VIETNAM, NOT TO SCALE

SHIETS: NO 48-k,48~8,49~1,49~5
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lst‘Bde

HHC, lst Bde
3-8 Inf

3=12 Inf

1-35 Inf

A/l Engr

6-29 Arty (DS)
C/h-hz Arty (DS)
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TASK ORGANIZATION:

TASK _FORCE CONTROL

HQ, TF MATHEWS
B/6-L, Arty (GS)
D/6-1k Arty (GS)

3d Bde, 101st

HHC, 3=-10l1st
1-506 Inf
2~506 Inf
3-187 Inf

1-8 Inf (-)
1=22 Inf

C/2-1 Cav (+)
2-~319 Arty (DS)
TACP




