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", REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAl-ARCHIVES 

DEI' ARTllENT OF THE !\IDlY 
HEADGUARTERS 4TH TIlTFANTRY DIVISION 

lIFO San FrA,ncisco 96262 

----------_ .. 

AVDDH-GC-P 1.3 ,June 1968 
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After-Acticn Report 

Commanding General 
4th Infantry Division 
APO San Francisco 96262 

1. (U) NANE /,ND TYPE OF OPERATJQN: Operation NATHEIvS. Offensive Operations. 

2. (U) DATES OF J!.tERj\T ION :(;';;;~~?M~; 68 ":0 ' : 215?OJ~0 
3. (U) IOCATIQli: Kontum Province, RVN. Haps, Vietnam, $cale:1/250,000, sneets No 48-4, 48-8, 49-1, 49-5. See Incl 1, Operations Overlay. 
4. (u) Headquarters, TF HATI'I)11')S. 

5. (U) REPORTING OFF'ICERS: 

a. BG Don R. Hickman, Commanding General, TF MATHEIVS. 

b. COL Joseph Fix III, Commanding Officer, 1st ade, 4th Inf Div. 

c. COL Lawrence L. }lowery, Commanding Officer, 3d Bde, 101st Abn Div. 
6. (U) TASK ORGANty,TION: Incl 2. 

, 
7. (d) llJTELLIGI'NCE: 

a. Enemy Situation Prior to Operation M,~THEWS. 

(1) In late April, Headquarters, NV!. .325C Division, with B,t least two subordinate reg:lments, moved into the Tri-border area west of BEN HET. It began conducting operations in early May, the most significant being the'lO May attaclc on C and D/.3/8 Inf at FSB #25. Intelligence gained from PWI s, ralliers and documents during the first three weeks in May identified the 325C Division and its subordinate reg:lments, lOlD and 95C, with a total strength of at least 6000. In addition, it was learned thattne .325C Division ;n'obabJ,y possessed armaments not previously employed by the NV!, in the 4th 
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Division AO; i.e., tanks, 100 ani 105mm artillery. It1.as also determihed that the enenw's immediate objective was BOO HET. This ldtuatiOtllwcisted at the time TASK FORCE MATHEWS began operations on May 24th. 

(2) Ehenw Composition, Disposition and Strength Prior to Operation HAUIEWS: 

Q[IT STRENGTH DISPOSITION 
325C NVA 

MQ and Support 2200 YB 750300 101D Regt 2150 YB 8422$6 95C Regt 1$00 YB 795195 120th Sapper Bn 
40th Artillery Regt 

250 YB 750300 
HQ and Support 200 Tri-Border kr.ea K-33 Bn 300 YB $96179 

b. Enenw Activity During Operation HATHEWS 

(1) On 25 Hay 2/C/2/1 Cav ~ade co~tact on Hwy 512 (YB903274) with' an unidentified enemy unit which attacked from·· the northwest; resulting in " 47 NVA KIA. on 25 May at FSB 29 (YB 939223), A and C/1/$ Inf w6re'attacked .from'the south, south-southwest and west bY elements of the K-4En, 95~ Regt, resulting in 149 Nvt, KIA. . \ 
i, 

On 27 May reliab~e intelligence reports indicated the movement of ~ unidentified NVA division headquarters element 'into thG vicinity of Dlll~ P'EK Special Forces Camp. This divisioQ was believed to be the 2nd NVA Div, which had ovorrun two Special Forces Camps just north of the 4th Division, m dt'.ring the ;)eriod 9-11 Hay. It was net known What eh'ments on the div:l.sion accolllpan:l.ed the hoadquarters element. TABle FeRCE MlTHEW~ instituted a Sol. stained air s '~ri'{e effort in the area, in conjtmction with reconnaissance in forco by two battalions of the 3d Bde, 101st Abn Div. Subseql).ent recon­naissance and other intelligence indicated that the enemlf force had appare~t-· 1y with:l.rawn temporarily into Laos. . 
On 30 May on'Hill 990 (YB S172I;B)D/3/12 Inf was atta«:ked from the north, north~Test and west by a large enenw force; belieVed to consist of elam13nts of the K-1 En, 101DRegt, resulting in 43 NVA KIA (BO). It l~aS bolieved that th.e enenw's cas:ualties were at ler:st thr.ee .times as bligh\as" tho body count, but he'was able to ramove most of them before tl:~could., be counted •. On 3 June,' at YB 79A274, .1 at Battalion, 35th Infantry was \ attacked from the north, west and south by an estimated enmmy battalion. Sweep of the area. aro1lhd'the perimeter found 4 NVA KLA (BC) and many Il',rts of bodies and drag marks. SUbsequent search of' a bunker complex which inclUded a medical facility :It TIl 7$27 rdvealed 1$ additional NVA bodies in shallow gr'B.ves. This attack was the last offensive action by the 325C 
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DiVj folloWing it the enemy began a gradual withdrawal twward the border. ' The 101D Regt is believed to have withdrawn northwest of HWy 512 into laos, while the 95C Regt moved southwest of Hwy 512 into Cambodia. On 4 June on Hwy 14N (ZA 209950) a convoy was ambushed by elements of the 4th En, 24th Regt. The convoy was relieved'by elements of 2/1 Cav, resulting in 39 NV;', KU. Identificetion of the 4th En, 24th Regt in the ambush area by captured documents confirmed the movement of this unit into tho area north of KONTUM City nec.r Hwy 1M!. '1110 24th Rogt continued to constltuto 11 sig.­n:lficont threat .to friendly lines of communication in 1.0 MATHEWS betwoon KONTUM City and TAN CANH. 

On 10 June Dl,K P,EK Special Forces Camp and Band D/1/22 Inf received , intense atDl1cks by' fire, in which the' enmsy employed 60 and 82mm morter •. fire, 75mm RR firo, ~,nd 122mm rockotw. In addition; B/l/22Inf at YB 910QQ7 roceived a ground assault with small Arms, grenados, and flamethrowers. The ~.ttacking force W8.S probably 'a reinforced company. The size ·ofthe unit milking the athck, as well as the weapons employed in the ground .atji.cJc and attacks by fire, indicate that major elements of the 2dNVA Division have probably returned to,tlnDfX pE!( aroqto renew offensive. 

(2) Enemy Compostion, Disposition and Strength Encotmtered During . Operation MATHEWS: 

.lEill: 

325C NVt, Div 
101D Regt 
95C Regt 
120th SaP?er 

En 

2d NVA Div 
U/I Regt 

~4th Regt 
4th En 
5th En 

40th Arty Regt 
K-33 En 

STRENGTH 

1430 
1425 
125 

2000 

350 
375 

··300 

DISPOSITION 

YB 8124 
YB 8322 
Both of tho above. locations 

YB 9167 

ZA 2095 
ZA 1899 

YB9216 

c. ChtJ.racteristics of the !il:'ea of OporR.,tions: 

(1) Weather: Almost every day of Operation MATHEWS saw hel.'.vy rain­fall; normally a light drizzle'occurred in the morning, giving away to munerous' aftornoon rainshowers. Scattered low clouds, bases of 300 to 500 feet, and .scattered-to-broken clOUds above lOCO feet were experienced during early "lorning hours. !}.roken cumulus and scaftered cumulonimbus 
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and ceiling!! of 1000 feet (obscuring some peaks) occurred during l!l te afternoons end evenings. Several fog,y mornings limited visibility to 3 foggy mornings. 

(2) Terrr;in: The western portion of KONTUM Provinco from the border to the eastern ond of AO MATli liS is characterizod by ruge:ed mountains .. surrounding 2. small central basin area. Tho highost peakS reach over 1400 meters While ranges in the wost nnd south avorage 1035 meters. Vegetatien in tho mountc~neus areas consists of very heavy doub10 ,te triple canopy forest. The undorgrowth in most areas is very thick brush muted with bamboo. Some of the higher elevations have V01:"J light undergrowth. In the mountainous areas, there are scattered out-croppings of mixed largo stones and stone cliffs. There are natural stone ca.ves in such areas. Suitable naturcl landing zones do ~ot exist in the mountainous aroas. Th0 c0ntral basin aND. has moderv.t(l rolief ~.vornging from 650 to 660 meters. Vogotntion varies from si.ngle conopy honvy forost with vary thick undergrowth to scnttored law trees with thick gre.ss and mixed brush undergrowth. lower areas nec\r streams .have heD.VY brush grl".ss. Large stands of bamboo are scattered throughout the basin area. Suiti2.ble ", natural landing zones can be found in some areas. Principal drainage is pro­Vided by the DilK POKO River, which flows south through the area. I'fany smaller tributaries dissect the entire area. Deep ravines are found throughout the motultainous area while rice paddy choked streams meander and criss-cross through the basin area. 

(a) Observation mid fields of fire: ObservQ.tion and fields of fire Ilre extremeJ,y :).illlited in the mountainous arel:\s due to the very heavy vegetation. Some vlll1t~.gEJ points, ·howevor, do e:tist which peI'lllit observed direct and in­diro.ct fire into the low erOt~s. Obsorv<,.tion iDlproves in tho lower aroi2.S and along tho DAIr H)KO Valle;T where scattered open areas 1ll1.:l lighter V'egete.tion offor less restricted fields of fire. 

(b) Covor: Good covor is ~vv.ile.b1() throughout tho mountainous .area l>Jhero mnny de'Jp r~.vines, large rocks, hc'1VY forost, '"nc. natural caves provide protection from both $),irstrilms c.nc1 artillery fire. In the contr1'.l bnsin area, covor from indiroct fir~ and airstrikes cnn only bo obtained from bunkers nnd tunnels. 

(c) ConcecJ.ment: Conce,:tlmont is excellont in the heavily forested mounkinotls c.roC!s; air observo.tion of ground activity is impossible except in aroas 1.here heavy bombing has removed tho vegetation. Tho centro,l basin area proVidos much less concealmont; Ilir observation varies from good in the lightly forested are!i'.S to excellent in tho open areas. 

(d) Obstnclos: Tho majority of tho AO, oxcopt for the basin area east nnd south of BEN HEr, is charactorized by steep (30%) slopes, rain forests, and dense vegetation. In tho eastern section of the area, tho DAK POKO River presonts c formidc.ble barrier to vohicularand foot trcffic. The bamboo in 
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the area Gast and south of BEN HET is thiel, and difficult to traverse. Conditions gro2.tly rostrict foot movement to existing roads and/or trail notworks nnd for all practical purposos channelizes vohicular movemont to Highw9.Y 512. 

(e) Kay TerminI In addition to fri~ndly firo bases tho foUowinf, aror.s are crj.tical: 

~. Bridges vic YB 943238 nnd ZB 156053. 

~. High ground Vic ZB 0126 and YB 9969. 

2.. RidgG-high grGun(l vic YB 9222, ZB 0416 m1( ZB 0011. 

(f) Avonu0s of Approach I The main aV0nucs of' approach into tho aroll D.ro provido(\ by Hif:h'N'~.y IIIN, Rou'GO liJN, Rout-o 512 from the w0St, " nuwly constru.ct8cl. enemy road twoard BEN H!£T from the west., i'.nd tho DAK SIn and DAJI HO'DHAI Valleys from the south. A m2.jor tran Gnters the area frem the west YJ.cinHl' YB 730368. (Seo Appendix 3). 

2:. Highwny 14N IlS far north as TANH C.l~H is an improved, hard-surfaced, two lanG dirt r£1.od trafficable t(; wheeled and henvy armored vehicles ()]~cept from mid-Juno to late Soptembor when tho low nreas bocome impassable. North of TMJH CiJ~H it is unimprovod dirt road, impassable to vehicular traffiC. 

2. Rcute 512 enters tho AO from th() west vicinity YB 7527 and continuos to tho cast through BEN JIBT and D1J\ TO to T!!NH CllJ'1H whore it moots. Highway 14N vicinity YB 063225. This route hElS gonerally the same characteristics as 14N, but it is impnssable from YB 750270 to YB 802238 due to heavy bombing. -
, 

3. 11. newJ;y constru.cted onemy road entors the 11.0 from t;"" wost vic TIl 740219 Itnd connoct.s with Routo 512 vicinity TIl 803238. Tho rand, con­structed by hal1c~ labor, is hard-packed dirt anti avc:rages four to five motel's in l-Ifdth. Tho road follows terrain contours and has no drainage c1itches. Duo to heavy bombing the; roC'.cl is impassable from YB 784227 to YB 803238. If repairs are made, this route could proVide c high spood armor approach to BEN HET. 

iJ. The ri vor v,':lloys from tho south proVido oxcellent aVlJnUElS of approach for infC'.l1try movoment. Concoalrnont from acrid obsarvation, however, is Incki.ll[4 in mnny aroas. 

(f;) Effect.s of WCJathor en T"rr<,.l.n; Soil conditions vary from racist nnd fairly firm in t.ho high mountains to saturated and ol:.tromoly mud(y in tho contX'D.l basin are,:\. Thick vogetntion 0'.\1(\ verY' slick, sto;;p slopos prosont a definite impoccimont to foot I1n(\ vehiculo,r traffic. Many w~.tOr1'D.ys, ospecially 
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tlw DJ\K POKO Ri VGr uuu to th" swelling caus0d by the rains. a'ld drllinagG, 
become unforcl£,blc during this period. 

d. AttacJ~s by Fire on FriendJ;y Positions by Type. 

60nnu mortar 
82nun mortnr 
75nnu HR 
100mm Gun 
105m);) Howitzer 
122rnm Rocket 
120mm mortar 

e. Mining Incidents. 

10 
42 
4 
o 
4 
3 
3 

Vahiclos hit mines 3 
Mines dis covered 2 

f. Cilptured Enemy Weapons. 

Unit Small Arms Crew Served Weapons ----
1-8 Inf 
1-22 Inf 
3-8 Inf 
3-12 Inf 
2-1 Cav 
1-35 Inf 
1-506 Inf (Abn) 
2-506 Ini' (Abn) 
3-187 Ini' (Abn) 
7 -17 Mr Cav 

41 
3 

65 
22 
6 

4 

15 
1 
3 

Tot~,l Weapons Captured 160 
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g. Enemy Casualties: 

Unit 

1-8 Inf 
1-22 Inf 
3-8 Inf 
3-12 In! 
2-1 Cav 
7-17 Air Cav 
1-35 Inf 
1-!>06 Inf (Abn) 
2-506 In! (Abn) 
3-187 Inf (Abn) 
LRPs 

8. (C) MISSIO,~: 

KIll. (Body Count 

149 
5 
9 

72 
90 
5 
5 
o 

II 
o 
6 
~ 

a. TF Mll.1'Hi1.1ilS was acti vatod to: 

! 

13 June 1968 

CIA 

3 (2-Returneo) 
3 (l-llot,urneo) 
1 

r 

(1) Conduct reconnaissance in forcoopor2.ticns and loce.to Mcl dostroy onemy forces in 1.0 MATHEWS. 

(2) Destroy tho 325CNVA Div:l.sion in accordance with OPORD 11-68, HQs 4th Infantry Division, dtd 24 May 1968. 

(3) Protect Dl\K PEl( and BEN HET USSF Camps. 

(4) Protect D,lJ{ TO Base Camp. 

(5) Securo LLOC within flO MATllli'VIS. 

(6) Be prepared to relieve/reinforce' 42D ARVN Rogiment. 

b. Letter of Instruction to CG, TF Mi.TH&WS is at Inclosure 3. 

9. (C) CONCEPT OF OPERi\.'.rIONS; 

a. Task Force Mll.TllEWS was formed With 2 brigades in response to the movement of me.jor units of the 325c NVA Division toward BEN HET USSF Camp from the west. To destroy the 325c Division, 1st Brigade, 4th Infantry Division attacked on n:.Day (27 May 68) with simultaneous combat assaults by two bat­talions to secure objective DIGGS (YJ3 8731) and objecti VEl BAVOi'! (YJ3 8124). 3d Brigade, 10lst Airborne Division followed at H + 3 hours with a ono bat­talion combat asse.ult to sacura objec'~ivo CARDn:il.L (YJ3 8218) BouthwGst of 
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BEN H1~T. One CSF company began reconnaissance in force at H+2 hours from BEN' BET west northwest toward Hill 705 (YE 8526) to find and destroy NVA weapons positi.ons and assembly arcas. 1st Bde continued the offensive on D+1 with a battalion-size combat assault to secure objective COBB,,) CR,:; ,K (1'B 8327). 

e. All offensive operdions Here su;)ported by B-52 airstrikes and massive artillery preparations prior to assaults by infantry. Inunediate tactical air \ • support, B-52 strikes, and artillery were employed throughout Operation MJ\TEIL"dS to"·, noutralize enemy weapons and destroy enemy forces b)r fire and as close support. 

f. Inclosure 1, Operations Overlay; 

10. (C) B::ECUTION: 

a. GenOlral. 

(1) Operation MATH;;!S was initiated. by Task Force l,::il TIM/S at 242060 ~!ay 68 lNith 1 at Brigade, 4th Infantry Division and 3d Brigade, 101 st Airborne Division under tho Connnand of tho i\ssistflnt Division Commander, l,th Infantry Division. 'rho area of operations encompassed AO SI',u,TZ (DAle TO) and AO CH'JlGK13 (DAK pmO nnd included B'il;\ m:~r, DiJ, .'3:,,,,',G, and DA], r:i!;l( USSF Camps. 3d )lrigade, 101 st .t.ir­borne Division closed using C-130 aircraft on 26 May with 3 battalions. 

(2) On 27 May (D-Day) 3d Brigade relieved 1st Jrigade of responsibility for the ,,0 east of BJ'l< lET.. 1 st Brigade air' assaulted with 2 comflllnies, 3d Battalion, 8th Infantry at 1003 hours to secure Objective DIX,s (Hill 900) and with 4 com­panies, 3d Battalion, 12th Infantry at 1005 hours to "ecure Objective Bi.VO;'! (Hill' 990). Both objectives Vlere secureq with no enemy contflct. The cOllUJJf.lnd'und con­trol aircraft, 3d Battalion, Sth Infantry received enemy fire and'.made a forced landing south ,of Objective DIGGS. The command' group and crew were ectracted \)!l­injured and continued control of thG assault. At 1200 hrs (H+2), u B,;;j\f HW CSF company began a ground assault to secure Hill 705 northwest of BE[\) J-lli:T. J~t 1340 
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hrs, 1st Battalion, 8th Infantry 1.ll1der orCON 3d Brigade, assaulted and secured Obj CA'.,:D1:.liAL (Hill 889) with 2 companies without incident. Upon securing initial objectives, 1st Brigade units began conducting reconnaissance 1n force toward the Cambodian border with a mission to engage and destrm' enemy forces. From Objective CJJlDIN!lL, 3d Brigade controlled the southwest approach toward Bm, (-;"T by conducting extensivG reconnaissance and screening operations around Hill 889 and along the approach toward the northeast. 

(3) On 2fl Hay M (J}t1), 1 at Bri[!,IJde continued to att.ack with a comb~t assault by 3 companies, tst 13attalion, 35th Infantr',' to secure Objective COBBS CRK;K .and -search possible N'VA staging or storage areas in the draws Hest of B,eN H;;;T. 
(4) Based on the major threat to DJ,K F'~K which d8veloped on D-Day from units / of the 2d NVA Div, 3<;1 Brigade deployed on 28 May 68 (D+l) with a Brigade CP, 2d , Battalion, 506th Airborne Infantry. 3d Brigade assumed OPCON of AO CHrnOK}£1, with the mission to protect DAK PEK and to destroy 2d lI'VA Division forces threatening DAK F~K. j'!ith the deployment of the remainder of 3d Battalion, 187th Airborne Jnfant.ry on 29 )1ny, 3d ilriglldo ufJt(JblifJhod control of the high ground controlling. DAK PElC to the west and north and began a sedes of airmobile combat assaults to ' exploit B-52 airstrikes and engage 2d NVA Division forces. Airstrikes, artillery, (, and positioning of infantry on key terrain resulted i.n the enemy forces withdraw­ing into LAOS. Upon withdrawal of the major' enemy forces, 2d Battalion, 506th Airborne .Infantry was deplo,;"ed back t.o DLK TO on 2 June. 

(5) After the enemy attack on the 3d Battalion, 12th Infantry mortar base at Hill 990 on 30 May, A Company, 3d Battalion, 8th Infantry reinforced Hill 990 and began extensive sweep operRtions aro1.ll1d the base. 1st Brigade continued to push toward the west. lVith 3 battaUons searchj.ng the ridges and draws along ap:­proaches leading from the west. 

(6) 23d ARVN Ranger Battalion and 2d BattaUon, 42d AHVN (-), under OPCON 42d ;mv:'! Regiment, asslUned responsibiUty for the area north of Hte 512 and C3st of eSB 25 (YB 8829) beginning 28 Ha)'. 42d llRVN Regiment retained responsibility for securing FSB 13 (YB 9125), FSB 3 (YB 9523), FSB 30 (YB 9726), and mnintaining on0 cOl;,pany on the ridge north of D:IK TO. 
(7) On 1 June 68, 1st Battalion, 22d Infantry assaulted with throe companies to secure Hill 905 (YB 7921) and block the southwestern escape route from BEN lr2:T, FSB 29, and FSB 15. The battalion conduct.ed reconnaissance in ferce northl~est t.o Hill 947 (YB 7724) and operated astride a well used !\IV" route from Cambodia. No encl1\Y contact. l1a8 made. 

(8) On 3 June 68, 2d Battalion, 506th Airborne Infantry, under 1st. Brigade control, secured Hill 1043 (YB 3332) with an air assault and began reconnaissance operations northwest to Hill 1191 then south1Vest to FSB 18 (YE 8531) and wEl.st to search the DkK SU Valley apJoach toward BEN m;T. No cont.act was made with the encl1\Y. 
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(9) As the 1st Brigade maneuvered to search the routes and suspected assembly areas between BEN !{,;T and the Cambodian border, it was apparent that the 325C Di­vision had withdravm from the battle area to,'ard the west. Light contc,cts with small NVA covering forces were made and several battalion sized bases were secured and contaminated with CS chemical. 

(10) The 4th Infantry Division offensive west of POLa KL,;m-:; required that TF jVj)\TES"'S rel"ase 1st Battalion, 35th Infantrjr to 3d Brigade, 4th InfantrJ' Di­vision on 5 June. 

(11) On 8 June 1 at Brigade ass1.Ulled responsibility for AO CIU1.0K:;;~ and deploy­ed the 1 at Battalion, 22d Infantry to Dt.K haC to relieve the 3d Battalion, 187th Airborne Infantry. 3d Brigade began deployment out of AO hJl'flJ))is by airlifting the advance party with five C-130 sorties. 3d Battalion, 187th Airborne Inf?ntry deported on 9 June with the brigade CF followed on 10 June by 2d Battalion, 506th Airborne Infantry. 1 st Brigade res1.Ulled responsibility for all of AO SFAA1'Z and comlcleted pursuit oporations to wi thin 3 luns of the border. 
(12) Based on intelligence that a battalion of the 325C Division had moved to vic (YB 8513), 1st Battalion, 8th InfantrY assaulted .2 companies to YB 8213 and 2 companies, 1st Battalion, 506th Airborne Infantry to FSB28 on9 June. All companies, under control of 1st Battalion, 8th Infantry, conducted a detailed bomb damage assessmont of six B-52 strikes that preceded the combat assault. Al­though recently used enemy bunkers and positions were located and searched, no contact Nas made nor 'oJere bodies or weapons found. 

(13) Early morning on .10 June an attack on DAK P:;~K by NVA forces began with a battalion sized ground assault supported· by mortars and roc)(ets against the 1 at Battalion, 22d Infantry FSB'S. The 1st Battalion, 506th Airborne Infantry remain­ed under Task Force control as 3d Brigade (-) departed the AO. 3d Battalion, 8th Infantry reinforced AO ClmnOKlGE on 10 June and established. positions both inside and northwest of DAK P:.:X Camp. Over the 48 hour poriod thnt followed, int'1l1se indirect fire attacks were received by friendly instnllations in AO CH.::ROIGm. B-52 strikes W6re employed on enemy positions and again the enem,v withdrew to U.OS. Combnt nssaults followed by reconnaissance and pursuit operations v/ere conducted throughout AD CW1WKEE to discover and defeat any rell1<1ining enemy forces. 
(14) The threat of DAK Pji;K, BENJlliT, and DAK 1'O·dir.1inished and at 121500 June 68, TF MiiTIlli,:S was deactivated and control of tactical operations in the DltK 1'0 and DAK P,I( areas reverted to 1 st Brigade, 4th Infantry Division. 
b. Following are the significant contacts during OperationMATHI!.'I1S: 

DATE 

25 Hay 

25 May 

us UNIT(SL. ___ .• o_..::E~N UNIT 

B/2-1 Cav 

A,C/I-8 Inf 

UNIDENT 
EST Co (+) 

K-4 Bn 
95C Regt 

.10 

LOCATION US LOSSES ill: LOSSES . -----~ ---.... -, .. -.~ --
YB892270 

YB839.222 

3KIA 
61<>1IA 

14KIA 
55WIA 

47 NVA KIA 

149 NVA KIA 
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30 hay 

4 June 

10 June 

C. 

d. 

11 • (C) 

a. 

(1 ) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

b. 

(1) 

D/3-12 Inf K-1 Bn (+) YB817247 7KIA 43 NVA KIA 101D Regt 56WIA 
C/2-1 Cav 4th Bn 2A208948 1KIA 41 NVA KIA 24th Hegt SWIA 
B/1-22 Inf UNInGNT YB91 0677 1 KIA 43 NVA KIA EST BN (1f) 22WIA 

Implementing FRAG Orders published by HQ, TF MATH)l;liS, are at InClosure :h 
Chronological summary of op"ration is at Inclosure h 
~UPFOIl,TING FO:Wl':?: 

Non-organic and non-attached supporting forces. 
7th US Air Force 

52d Artillery Group 

52d Combat Aviation Battalion 

299th Engineer Battalion (C) (-) 

Det, 9th Air Commando Squadron 

Co B, ,~'th ps~rops Battalion 

Artillery Support 

General. 

(a) The concept of artillery employment was to provide direct artillery support to each mf.neuVer element Rnd to employ the relatively large amount of modium and heavy artillery in reinforcing nnd general support roles to weight maneUV8r efforts and to provide artillery support for A;lVN operations. 
(b) Initially, the 6th Battalion, 29th Artillery was in direct support of the 1st Brigade, 4th Infantry Division. Battery C, 4th Battalion, 42d Artillery (105mm T), Battery C, 2d Battalion, 9th Artillery (105mm T), Battery A, 5th Bat­talion, 16th Artillery (155mm SP), and Batteries A and C, 1st Battalion, 92d Artillery {155mm T) reinforced its fiNS while Battery D, 5th Battalion, 15th Artillery and Battery B, 6th Battalion, 14th Artillery we:re in general support. 3d Brigade of the 101st Abn Div deployed to 4th Div control with its direct sup­port artillery, the 2d Battalion, 39th Artillary (105mm T), which arrived on 24 ::nd 25 Hay. Additional artillery (155mm SP) closed on 26 May and Battery C, 5th i3attalion, 22d Artill0ry (175mm SP) arrived on 28 Hay. 

"ll 
CO Nf' (Di' AJT!I! L 
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(2) DIVARTY established a Division Artillery Tactical Command Post at DAK TO 23ase on 25 lia), to coordinate artillery activities in the battle area and to insure maximum effectiveness in the allocation of general support artillery fires. 
(3) Artillery units conducted 24 displacements to support tactical opera­tions initially west of D"K TO and then north to DAK fEK. 

(4) Extensive use wqe made of radar. Three (3) flN!MP?-4A counter-mortar radars "'"re employoc\ in the DAl( TO, DAK P',K and BEN !{0;T areas. This aggressive use of 0,-41, radars resulted in detection of 48 mortar locations and one 122mm rocket location. One AN/HPQ-10A counterbattery radar was flown into the AO from TUY HOA and transported to a forward fire base by CH-54 on 2 June to counter the throat of enemy artillery detected on 30 11ay west of DAK TO. The AN/TPS-25 ground surveillance radar org/mic to Division Artillery was displaced by air to a forward fire base in the Dhl\ TO area. The TPS-25A radar located seven groups of personn8l l.dcntifiod as enomy ranging in size from 3-21 personnel. These targets wo!'o ong.1g­od with artillery. 

(:5) l:!cteorological' support was furnished continuously throughout tho ·opera-tion. 

(6) Nax:imum use Nas mv.de of air observation. Division Artillery Nas augmont ed daily by aircraft from 52d Artillery Group. 

(7) Assigned, att,~ched and op3rational control units during Operation l't:lTHE"rS are as follows: 

(a) 6-29 !\rty (105 T) DS 1 st Bde, 4th Div 

(b) 2-.31 9 Arty (105 '1') DS 3d Bde, 101st Abn 

( c) C/4-42 Arty (105 T). DS 1 st Bn, 22d Inf 

(d) C/2-9 Arty (105 T) DS 1 at Bn, 35th Inf 

(0) A/5-16 ,.crty (155SP) GSR '6-29 Arty 

(f) C/5-16 Arty (155 SP) GSR 6-29 Arty 

(g) D/5-16 Arty (811 SF) GSR 6-29 Arty. 

(h) A!1-92 Arty (155 T) GSR 6-29 Arty 

(i) C/1-92 Arty. (155 T) GSR 6-29 Arty 

(j) B/6-14 Arty (175 SP) GS TF MATHENS 

(k) D/6-14 Arty (175 SF) GS TF MA TIlE',~S 

12 
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(6) Sununary of ammunition expenditures by caliber. 
(a) 105mm 27,037 
(b) 155nnn 12,966 
(c) 8" 1,560 
(d) 175nnn 1,,076 GRAi;D TOTAL .45,639 
(c) Air ,support. 

(1) Task Force l!ATl{E"IS TACIO controlled tlJctical fighter-bombers and long­
range heAVY bombers for grotmd e10m0nts of tho Tnflk I·'oree. 

(2) The existing TAG? of 1 at Brigade, 4th Infllntry Division ,vllS augmented 
by three Forl'rard Air Controllers, three O-IG aircraft, a rad.io control 1/4 ton 
vehicle, and four enlisted men. This composite TAC}, was the coordinating agency 
for U::;AF as~ets jn AO HATH::.,'iS. 

(3) Initial organization of the Air Request Net ~ms that all 1st Brigade, 
4th Division G3 iimn()dilltc ana proplanned strikes went through normal channels 
to Division G3 Air at Camp:mDri. 3d Brigade, 101st ilirborne request immediate 
strikGs from TF TAm' at Dill( TO who thGn relay<;>d. the re(Iuest to IFFV and was mon­
itored by Div G3 ;,ir by telephone. Sorties assigned to fill these rGquost were 
controlled by Forward Air Controllors from 1st and 2d Brigade, 4th Infantr:" Divi­
sion because of the performance limit8tions of the 0-1 aircraft. assigned to 3d 
BrigadG, 101 st ldrborne. ilLO, 3d Brigade, 101 st Airborne Division provided. liai­
son betweGn the brigade and HQ, '.rF HATH".hS. 

(4) The Air Roquest Net. was modHiod on 2il May lihen 3d Brigade, 101st Air­
borne dc)plo:,ud to 1)/.1: 1',';1(. The mobile TACP of 3d Brigade, 101st W8S air-lifted 
to nAl': PEK and processed immediate requests for tactical operations within AO 
CH.RCKEt!.. Preplanned missions continued to go directly to Div G3 Air. In addi­
tion, radilr-guided Combat Sky Spots (CSS) were used to deliver Tac Air Support 
during inclement weather and for night missions. 

(5) 1'·11 preplanned strikos were bncked up with CSS strikes because weather 
changed rapidly during the operdion. These backup' missions we!.'" often flOl-lll 
instead of cancelling a flight of fighters. 

(6) l.J'eather conditions adversely affected Tactical Air Support during 
Operation HATHEWS. Low cloud ceilings and morning fog associated with the South­
west Honsoon combined to limit FAC missions toth", late morning and early after­
noon hours on approxima.tely 16 days during the period. A tot<1l of 40 preplllnned 
File missions .were diverted to CSS status beCAuse of unfavori'ble 1,roather conditions 
~.n the target area. 

~3 
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(7) Summary of air support flom1 is as follosw: 

(a) Fighter missions-.309 

(b) Fighter sorties-661 

(c) Spooky/Moonshine-8/1 

1.3 June 1968 

(d) SUlIunnry of Damage Asscssments-33 bunkers destro;;red, 2 foxholes destroye,d, 4 activo Mh posit:Lons destroyed, 1 Ncoils rifle position destroyed, 35 NVA IGL (9 BC), 21 secondary explosions, 2 landing zones constructed. 

(8) JlRCLIe>HT STRI;C~S: Arclight strikes contributed moresignificnntly to the success of Operation }IAT1N'{S than to any previous 4th Infantry Division opera­tion. Employed in mass for the first time in this area of operations and closely coordinated with the scheme of maneuver and other supporting fires, they were a m3jor f,"ctor in tho attrition of enolJty forces. Since employnwnt varied between the DAt( TO, Bm HET and DAK 1":;;]\ areas, they will be described separately. 

(a) D;~K TO - K;i~ H:;T; The concept of operation in this area cdled for the num'orically inferior allied forces to occupy the critical tGrrain in the area in strength, concentrating the Division rreconnaissance Package in the area to find targets for e~'Ploitation of the friendly preponderance of fire pOl.er. Once locat­ed, targets l~()ra attacked bJ' massed fires of all ap\:lropria-ce types, including Arclights. This phase of operations employed 39 Arclight strikGs. Uter massive attrition of the enemy forc0s, and the nrrival of additional maneuver forces in the area, simulkne.ous air ass8ul.ts were to be made in the enemy~s- rear to cOl]!plete his destruction. These assaults were preceded by a massive five day Arclight, t~ctical air, and artillery prClparl1tion in the areGknown to be occupied by mr:jor cbmcnts of .325C: NVA Division. During this five day poriod there were 29 strikes, culnunating in five on D-Day on the immediate objectives of the combat assaults. Thoso assaults wore nlf.ldo ~s schedulod, evon though on D-Day events in tho DiCK !':'!;)( IlNa required diversion of significant maneuver forces to that ('Irea. Although largo Ilnd deterLufJl:)d enemy elements wore known to have been present in the objec­tivo area prior to the preparation phase, US Forces were able to complete three battalion air assaults into cold landing zones on D-Day without loss of a singlo US soldier. in operations following the; US attack. Arclights continued to be used in mass to complete the exploitation ~nd to neutralize enemy fires. A total of 20 targets were attacked during this pGriod, bringing the total for Operation 1';Nn~~:''3 in this area to 88. 

(b) DflK P;,;K: ,trclight strikes were employed in the D'AJ( pgK area to blunt a major enemy thrust at the isolated SSF camp and to provide reaction time for reinforcement of the defense. There were two separate· phases of this oporation, 23 to 31 Hay and 11 to 14 June. Task Force HATl-[:}'S reacted to indications from a reliable intelligence source that major enemy forces·were threatening the DhK PEl{ CSF camp. During the earlier period, a total of 11 Arclights Nere employed. and despite reliable indications. of the 0nelllY" s presenceih the area, no attacks, were made on friendly pOsitions, and the enemy apparently withdrew. From 11 to 14 June, after \~ithdrawal of the bulk..of the US Forces,' the enemy again threatened the ce.mJ::. this time in strength. During this period, 20 Arclight targets were 
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struck. Despite indications of a major enemy effort to overrun the camp, he was 
able to make only one ground attack on friendl~' positions and ineffective attac!zs 
by fire. In this opGration, because of comparative lack of artillery support 
and poor weath0r conditiotJ,s for tactical air support, Arclight support was 
especially significant. 

(0) In summary, it is apparent that the mass omployment of Arclight strilc08 
playod a major role in tho docisiv() duroat of elOlnonts of hlo N\fi, Divisions in 
Op~ration }\J.l'rmMS. i.lthough ,~teJ1sivo 8fforts l1ure made to assess bomb dame,ge, 
no single target strike could be proved to have produce:! dramatic results. Taken 
in sum, however, tho evidence of their effect is conclusive. The enemy made a 
major effort during this operation, moving large forcos for long distances to mass 
them against numerically infdrior US forces, he introduced more sophistic<'lted 
weapons systems than had been previously used in the Central Highlands, including 
artillC1ry, and probably' armor. Despite this major effort tho euem\]" achi,wed not 
one minor objective, hut paid a staggering prico in casualties and damage. Friend­
ly casualties ,,,ere compnratively very light considering the results achieved. The 
large number of ilrclights were massed in a rela.tivoly small area where th0 enemy . 
forces had to assemble to attack their objeoctives, and they W8r0 never able. to 
organize a sustained attack. 

d. Army Aviation Support. 

(1) 1\viat5.on support for Opratj.on lv~<THG":S was provided by the organic 
4th Avn Ba.ttalion and the 52d Combat J.viation Batt.,lion. Jviissions '"ere assigned 
by the Task Force Aviation Officer to SlllJPort cembat operations. (2) Task Force W •. THE'·rs 'cmployud an Ilwrago of 24 UH-lhs, 6 mILes, 6 CH-47s, 
and 1 GIl-54 ]ler day. This represents thG normal commitment of two (2) Assault 
Helicoptor Companies and one (1) Assault Support Helicopter company. Those avia­
tion resources conducted an average of two (2) combat assaults, onG (1) extraction 
and ono (1) soeur" lift dn ily. 

(3) The following is 1'1 sWlmlary of operational data and support furnished 
to TF l{;l'rH:;,~'!S by the combined assets of the 4th "vn Battalion ilnd the 52d Combnt 
;.viation 3.~ttalion. 

/ 
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(d) Cargo (Tons) 

(e) PAX 

o. Engineer Support 

2300 

23343 

3747 

4017 

444 

13 June 1968 

(1) Direct support was furnished to the Task Force by Company A, 4th Enginee):' Batta1i.on and Company B, 326th Engineer Battalion who supported lot Bde,'4th Infantry Division and 3d Bde, 101st Abn respectively. 
(2) Cornra ny D, 299th ]<;ngine~r Battalion, augmented by Headquarters and Heildquarters CompalW 299th Engineer Battalion, provided general support to thJ Taek Force. 

(3) Company A 4th Engineer Battalion provided direct support for the ,infantry and artillery battalions of 1st Brigade, 4th Division performing LZ clearing missions, clearod fields of fire, and provided technical assistance for barrior installation. Also, Company A gperated a 1500 gallon-per-hour water purification point at 1st Brigade base camp, and installed-and operated a 600 gallon-par-hour unit and BEN HET Special Forces Camp. Daily minesweeps or. Hwy 512 were also conducted by Conpany A. Heavy epuipment was airlifted to pr.vide support missions for the TF and a largeTOC was built for HQ, TF MATlillWS at DUC TO Base. An emergency ASP/POL storag~ facility was construct\'>d at DAK SMNG Special Forces Camp to support tactical operations in the PAK FEK area. 

(4) Company B~ 326th Engineer Battalion provided direct support to the 
3d Brigade, 101st Airborne, Infantry Batta.llons Sind DB ArtT Bl!btal~pn~Maj!i'r elements of Company B deployed with the brigade to DAK PEK, whe:t:e the company constructed fire support bases, as well as berms for three POL storage areas and three annnunition points. In addition, a 1500 gallon-per-hour water puri­fication unit was installed and operated at 3d Brigade Base Camp and a 600 gallon-par-hour unit at DAIC PEK 

(5) Cox:pa:llJ'I D and Headq1-'<~rters Company, 299th Engineer Battalion (Combat) provided gereral support to both brigades and to the Task Farce •. Priorty was given initiallY to construction of a base camp for the 3d Brigade, 101st Airborne, consistipg of a brigade TOC and Artillery TOG, four helipads using MBAl matting, two helicopter revetment_, establishing drainage control, dozing out offensive positions, clearing fields of fire and providing technical assistance for the establishment of a tactical wire barrier sJstem. Also, elements of Company D assisted 4th Engineers to conduct minesweeps on Hwy 512. A 1500 gallon-per-hour water point Was operated at DAK TO Base in support of the "ask Force. 

f. Signal Support 

(1) The 124th Signal Battalion provided oommuniQations support for Operation; MATHEVJS, and established communications with the following major units: 
(a) 4th Inf Div Hain 

-------------------,._--
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(b) 1st Ede, 4th Inf Div 

(c) 3d Ecte, 101st Abn Div (modified area signal center) 

(d) 4th Inf Div DIVi.RTY (TAC) 

(2) Multichannel VHF systems were activated on .25 l'iay from 4th Infantry Division Base Camp to the 3d B;I'igade, '101 st ldrborne Division at DAK TO I airstrip,. and. from Task Force MATHliJ'iS CP at DAK TO Base to 3d Eda, 101st Airborne Division at Dak To I. 

(3) Upon deploymont of W], 3d Bda, 101 at J\bn and 2 battalions to D.cK ?Sli, a VHF relay and ]i'1<{ relay station were planned for. This was necessary be­cause both the Dl·\K TO BDse and DAK P.~K Special Forces Camps are virtually inaccessible to VHF and direct FM communications. On 29 May, FM relay 1~as established with j),.]( PElI. The multi-channel systems, however, encountered many difficulties Which included airlift of equipment, frequency problems, equipment problems, and non-line-of-sight-path. 

\ 
\ , 

g. Psyop Support 

(1) Psychological opera.tions ware conducted in conjunction with tactical operations to create dissatisfaction and desertion among ~rvj.. unite. 

(2) A total of 108 PSYOPS missions were flClwn in support of Task For oe W.THLY'S. These missions dropped 2,200,000 leaflets and mad<l 140 hollrs of aerial loudspeaker broadcast. In addition, a total of 82 hours of live broad­cast were nade. Target areas were known and suspected enemy locations and infiltration - exfiltratiol1 routes. 

(3) During the operation, three NVA soldiers rallied to US units. These ' individuals provided unit identi!lcations, personalities and locations that were promptly exploited by PSYOI-S teams. The CHIEU HOI;· wrote leaflets and made tapes urging their comrades to rally. 

(4) All of the ralliers told t'Tlt their reasons for rallying were B-52 strikes, suffering, and life in the jungle. 

h. Civic Action Support 

(1) The civic action progre.m alreadY underway in AO .sPi .. , TZ was con­tinued with efforts aimed at improvement of health, sanit"tion .ani liv:i.ns conditions. 

(2) Eighteen villages in 1<0 l-li.TH,livS were selected for the Civic '.ction 'Orogr:m. ;, total of 154 visits 'were made, in addition to 1450 }1EDC,,,p, visits. A total of 5293 children participated in the Youth Health i'rograin. Diagnostic examinations by the surgeons of both brigades were provided to approximately 182 people in villages in the ,to. 
i. Chemical Support 

(a) CS Operations: 

(1) l)uring, the period Operation HlITI£' 'S' chemical operations con-3isted. mainly of contamination of bunker complex using persistent CS-I, 
CC; A) F (14)E ;(/11,4 L 
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, 
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Assuming normal wiather conditions for this time of year· it is felt that this contamination should last for at least 6 months. It. is estimated .. ,/' that more than 200 bunkers were contaminated using this·method·during.the operation. 

(2) The E-8 Tactical CS Launcher was used extensively on firebase : perimeters durin~ the operation. The E-8 waD used on several occasions to assist in repelling NVA ~ttacks on such in~tallations. The 4th Divisi6n. Chemical Section provided the 3d Brigade, 101sth Airborne Division with 60 E-8s. These items were used on defensive perimeters throughout their AO. 
(3) A bulk CS drop was conducted north of CH:!:ROK',',: by USAF using C-130 aircraft and 500-800 found· drums of CS. The purpose of this drop was to con­taminate the NV,~ road which enters SVN vicinity of YB89385S •. 
(4) E.,158 (XM-15) munitions and the newly developed BFCG (Box Full of Grenades) wc>re used to pre:," .. LZs prior to. combat assaults. In addition, the . 1 st Battalion, 8th Infrntry used the BFOG extensively throughout the operation. (5) During the period of Operation Mt.THl!.1\TS the following munitions were iSBu{ld by tho Division Chemical Section to units particapating in Us operation: 
122 ~-8 Tactical OS Launcher 

, 
50 Boxes of JbE?CS (2000 pounds) 

12 E-158 (~)1-15) Tactical CS Clusters 
12. ·(C) RESULTS 

a. Summary of enemy personnel and equipment losses. 
(1) E'srsonnel: 

(a) IW,. KL', - 352 (p,C) 

(b) lWA CIA - 7 

(2) 1:'eapons: 

(a) Small Arms - 141 

(b) Crow ~erved - 19 

b. . Summary of Friendly personnel losses. "., . .. .., 
lliTI , 

'~lHClst Bde 
1-8 Inf 
3-8 
3-12 Inf 
1-35 Inf 
1-22 Inf 
2-1 Cay 
7..,17 Cay 
DIV,dTY 
DISC01~ 

~ 

8 

13 
4 
4 
3 

3 

" i 

t.'.rI~ .. 

1 
57 
23 
88 
1$ 
37 
9 

10 

----_. __ . --~--------. 

" 

@h ,(/l/13I) (Non Battle) 

3 
3 

C ()/JF/.])~ ;U7i r/ L· 
'¥l , 

._----------_ .. -
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, 
~ 

1 
68 
27 

101 
22 
41 
12 

13 
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Div Troops 
4th Di v Recap 

,lIm 

3-101 Abn 
1-506 Inf 
2-506 Inf 
3-187 Inf 
2-319 Arty 
326 Engr 

£! 
2 

37 

KY1 

1 
1 

!:f!! 

J 
246 

Yill!. 

13 
15 

(NSI) (Non Battle) ~ 

1 6 
7 ~1 

.LNSI) (Non Battle2 1.'Q!!\1 

1 1 
7 21 
3 19 

1 1 
12 42 

3-101 Recap 2 28 ~~~~--~~.--~,-------~~--------------~ 
TOTAL 39 274 19 333 
13. (C) ADMINISTl1ATIV" MATTERS 

n. General. 

(1) The CO!lt:~.Q.t:",J.o~.~~~J?t?rt of Task Force MATHEWS followed the previously estaliliSl1'ed concept of lig~s ~ca:r support of operation MACARTHUR.. The battalion~ logistical bases were co~located with the brigade's trains at DA]{ TO. The 1st logistical Corrnnand Forward Support Activity (FSA) at DAK TO continued providing Class I, III, IIIA, V, barrier materials, bath, laundry, and graves registration to the units. Class II &'1V materials, less barrier, were provided from CAMP El~I through established supply ohannel$. Organic elements from the Division Support Command (DISCOM) provided medical support, maintenance support, and a direct exchange for personal clething. 

(2) Resupply sf fo~vardcompany and battalion fire bases was by UH-ID, CH-47 and CH-54 helicopters from the battalicln logistical bases at DAK TO. Resupply of the,FSA at DAK TO was primarily by overland convoy from PLEIKU Sub Area Corrnnand utilizing §"me of the Divisions (ilr ganic vehicles as augmentation. 

(J) To continue the previous concept of providing supply point dist,ribution as far forward as possible and also to provide an emergency resupply ~gistical base, a small resupply point consisting of Class I (C-Rations), III, and V was established at DAK PEK. Resupply of this area was CH-47, CH-54, C7A Caribou, and C-130 air drop. Due to retrictions placed on the use of CH-47 for resupply during the latter stagew of the operation, another emergency resupply logistical base Ivas established at DAK SEANG. Resupply of this area was by C-130 air drop. 
b. Material and Services: The majority-of the supplies consumed during Opcration MATHE:vvS were issued through the FSA at n;.,K TO. In order to provida the required logistical support, the previously established supply levels and objectives at the FSA had to be increased. 

(1) Supply summary for Operation MATHEl'lS. 

(a) Class I: Meals issued: 

I\RATIONS C RATIONS SUNDRY 

81,192 1,395 4t9 cc/uF IDe IV TldL_ 

---------
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(b) Patients evacuated: 424 

(c) Returned to Duty: 33 

(c) Patients seen but not admitted: 1213 

e. Headquarters, Task Force MATHl11'.'S was composed of the follewing p e:p. 
sonnel and supporting equipement: . 

(1) Personnel: Officers 21 
Enlisted men 2,g 

TOTAL 59 

(2) Equipment: 

(a) Tents: 3 GP medium and 6 GP small 

(b) Light Sets: 3 

(c) Generators: 3 (5 KW) 
1 (3 KW - DC) 

(d) Vehicles: '(1/4 T) 
2 (2 1/2 T) 
3 (2 1/2 T VANS) 

(e) Cots: 70 

(r) Atr mattresses 70 

(g) Sleeping bags: 70 

(h) Chair, folding: 25 

(i) Tables, folding: 1 5 

14. (C) SPECIAL EQUIPMENT & TECHNIQUES. 

a. A flash and radar Information CQordination Center was established 
by Division Artillery survey personnel which combined the information from 
visual observation posts and radar locations for target data. 

b. Select.c:dmunitions were employed extensively on suitable targets 
during the period. Examples are: 

(1) On 30 M~, Hill 990 (YB 8124) received aground attack. Firecracker 
was empl.yed in and around the perimeter with nine (9) artillery batteriGs 
firing in supp.rt. A sweep on 31 May revealed 43 NVAKIA, ,25 By artillGry. 
Numenl)us blood trails and drag marks were also found in, the area. 

(2) On 1 June, an aerial observer sighted fonrlOOmm fieldpieces in 
dug-in positions. Fire was adjusted resulting in 2 guns destroyed ,and a· 
large secondary explosion. VR on 2 June revealed 4 NVA bedies still in thGopen. 
'~ire tracks in the area indicated that the weapon and bodies had been recovered 
during the night. ' 

....... -
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(3) Firecracker expenditure: 

Caliber 

1'05 
j 55 
8" 

Firecracker 

472 rds 
126 rds 

5 rds 

15. (r;) LESSONS LEiillNED AND RECOIJ};ANDATIONS: 

a. Operations 

.. " li£m: Control of Arm,y Aviation 

Discussion: Operation MATHEI'IS utilized almost an entire CAB (Combat Avia­td.on Battalion) on a daily basis and these assets were employed in an extNIIl~.r large are.? of operations. The Task Force Aviation section had two (2) FM radios to control the Aviation elements during the day. The ~jority of aviation re-' sources were provided by the 52d CAB and the 52d retained command of the aviation clements. This arrangement resulted in unacceptable reSJXlflSl time to requirements that arose during the day. In addition the TF Avlationsection was unable to function as a staff planner/coordinater because they were involved in minute-to-minute control of aircraft assets. .' 

OBSSRVATION: At a minimum, a forward CP of an aviation battalion is required to control aviation assets and effectively c00rdinate with the supperted brigades. Additionally, this control element should be equipped with a MRC-1l9 a Ton) which would provide UP, VHF, ssb, and EM communi- , cations. This would permit the TF Aviation Seotian to function ina plan­ning/coordination role and provide immediately responsive command and con­trol of the aviation units supporting the TF. 

Item: Massing Arc Lights 

Discussion: Arc Lights were employed in mass for the first time in the Division Area of Operations and were closoly coordinated with the scheme of maneuver and othel' fire support means. These strikes proved' to' be a major factor in the attrition of enemy forces and caused him to abandon his mission of overrunning friendly positions at DAK P.EK and in the DiJe TO­Kill HET area. Althol,lgh single Arc Lights had been planned on enemy targ(J~s previously, the grouping of several Arc Lights ii1 one area and over short time spans created a devastating effect on the enemy •. 

Obso~vat~: When the enemy gives indications of massing tor an attack, A.rc Lights shoul9- be. massed in order. to gain maximum advantage of the. srikes. 

Logistics 

_)Itell!: Need for ~rm~ Bulldozers j 
Discussion: Tactical operations in the Central HighlandsrequirO frequent use of key terrain features for Fire Support Bases. The nsed t() move heavy engineer construction equipnent to isolated areas is apparent. High altitudes coupled with the monsoon season, reduces the lift capability of the CH-54 and restricts air transport of the D5A and D6B to the forward fire bases. The'D6B with adapter kit"da;~~cceptable. and,would. all.ew a payload reduction; however, the D6B with. kit is no~organic to tJ.le .Division. C. C' iJF I?~j)t: 1-., TI rt t.. 
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SHEETS: NO 48-4,48-8,49-1,49-5 
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fat Bde 

HHG, 1st Bde 
.3-8 Inf 
3-12 Inf 
1-.35 In! 
A/4 Engr 
6-29 Arty (DS) 
C/4-42 Arty (DS) 
TAGP 

I" , 

TASK ORGANIZATIQNI 

TASK FCRGE CONTROL 

HQ, l'F MA THEIr,S 
B/6-14 Arty (as) 
D/6··14 Arty (as) 

:2E Bde, 101st 

HHC, .3-10lst 
1-506 In! 
2-506 Inf 
3-187 Inf 
1-8 Int" (-) 
1-22 In! 
G/2-1 Gav (+) 
2-319 Arty (DS) 
TACP 
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