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. 'HISTORY OF THE 1 73D AIRBORNE BRIGADE 

' by Nonh Vietnamese regiments into the On 26 March 2003, The 173d Airborne Bri­
Vletnamese Highlands, and participated In gade added to Its distinguished heritage by 
the fiercely contested 1968 Tet Offensive. conducting a mass parachute assault into 
rn early_1969, Brigade elements conducted Bashur, Northern Iraq. Nine Sky Soldiers 
an amphibfota assault against North Viet:- died during this year long deployment in 
naineseiVlet< ,Cong;{ forces entrenched; in·- support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. One 
the ~ri& Sop: Utto'rat, . Th& Brig;tde then-' Sky Soldier was awarded the Silver Star. 
transitioned. to pta(eon and company size · 
operatio~ for the duration of Its service in 
Vietnam. ·-

During its six year and four month deploy­
The 1 73d Airborne Brfg.ade (Separate) was ment, the Brigade served in all four South 
activated on 26 March 1963 on the Island · Vietnam Corps areas. The longest serving 
of Okinawa Comtnanded by Brigadier unit in continuous combat in the history 
General Ellis W. Wlllbmson~ the Brigade of the U. S. Army, Sky Soldiers earned 14 
was designated as the Pacific Command campaign streamers ;tnd numerous unit 
Rapid Reaction Force, Chinese National- citations. l3 were awarded the Medal of 
ist paratroopers nfckitamed the unit "Sky Honor, 46 the Distinguished Service Cross 
Soldiers• as a result of their numerous and 1,736 the Sliver Star.· Numerous Sky 
parachute Jumps around the Pacific Rim Soldiers received the Bronze Star, and over 
between 1963·and 196.5. The Sky Soldiers 8,000 the Purple Heart. 1,641 paratroop­
were a~ nicknamed, "The Herd." ers lost their lives. The last element of the 

lead elements of the 173d arrived in South 
Vietnam on .5 May 196.5, the first major 
U. S. Army ground combat unit to deploy 
there. From 196.5 untiljune 1967, the Bri­
gade conducted combat oper:utons against 
heavily entrenched enemy forces in War 
Zones C and D and the Iron Triangle. On 
22 F~bruary 1967, Sky Soldiers conducted 
the only combat parachute lS.Sault of the 
VietnJm w:tr JS part of opention junction 
City 

During the summer and fJII of 196 7, the 
Sky Soldi~rs block~d repeJted mcursions 

173d Airborne Brigade returned to Fort 
Campbell, Kentucky on H August 1971, 
and the unit was deactivated on 14 Janu­
ary 1972. 

On 12 june 2000, The Brigade colors were 
again unfurled :1t Caserma Ederle In Vlcen­
za, haly. as the 17Jd Airborne Brig:~de was 
reactivated to serve JS the European Com­
mand Airbome Stntegic Reaction Force. 
During the ne.xt 30 months, Sky Soldiers 
conducted numerous training deployments 
to European fheater countries including 
Bosnia, Kosovo, Hungary. ~Iarocco, Poland 
Jnd the Czech Republic. 

In February 2005, The 173d Airborne Bri­
gade deployed to Mghanistan as part of 
Operation Enduring Freedom VI. One Bat­
talion operated along the Mghan-P:1kistani 
border in the northeast, with the rest of 
the Brigade operating in the south: l7 Sky 
Soldiers died during this one year deploy­
ment. Five Sky Soldiers were awarded the 
SUver Star. 

In May 2007, the e..xpanded 17Jd Air­
borne Brigade Combat Team, consisting 
of six battalions, deployed to Afghanistan 
In support of Operation Enduring Free­
dom VIII. The Sky Soldiers were repeat­
edly tested in battle but prevailed to bring 
security and economic development to the 
regional populace. The Brigade returned to 
Europe In late july 2008. 43 Sky Soldiers 
died during the 15 month deployment. To 
date, one Sky Soldier has received the Dis­
tinguished Service Cross and 19 have been 
aw:uded the Silver Star. 

During November 2009, the BrigJJe Com­
bat f~Jm began its third deployment to 
Afghanistan in support of Oper:ttion En­
during Freedom X, with dem~nt.s .155um­
ing areas of operation in Kunar, Log.u ,1nd 
WJrdJk Provinces. 


