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To the méﬁlory of all sailors who ever sexrved aboard
the Destroyer

U.S.S, Mramlke 18, IDIDY 754!

This Plaque is Dedicated.

And Special Commemoration to the Crew who sailed
with her on that fateful morning, 3 June, 1969 when
the Evans collided with the Australian Aircraft
Carrier HMAS Melbourne (CVS-21) and was cut in half.
The forward section of the Evans sank in 5400 feet
of water within two minutes. Seventy-four lives
were lost. The Frank E. Evans was struck from the
Navy Register in 1969.
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This Plaque Dedicated By The Frank E. Evans Association
Granbury, Texas
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2004 has come and gone and the USS Frank E. Evans Association has had another great year. Two events have
been recorded in the archives to mark our 2004 year: (1) the Dedication of the Long Beach Memorial in July, and
(2) the Thirteenth Lubbock, Texas Reunion in September.

While in Long Beach, California in September, 2003 for our 12 reunion, the Board of Directors learned about the
I'riends of the Navy’s plans for the Long Beach Navy Memorial. Dennis Swann was invited to provide the Board
with additional information. After consideration of the project Memorial Chairman Cal Rankin felt the project
would provide a lasting memorial to honor the US Navy and the “74” from the USS Frank E. Evans accident o 3
June 1969. In addition to the association paying for the larger monument, many of our members and families
purchased bricks inscribed with names and dates of men who served on the destroyer. On 10 July 2004 a sizeable
group of former crew members, parents, sisters, brothers and best friends of the lost 74 were in attendance at the
dedication ceremony. The HMAS Melbourne was represented by Bob Winston. It was an honor for me, as
president, to serve as one of the day’s speakers. Relating the events leading up to the accident and continuing with
our efforts to get names on the wall, I closed with words of appreciation and sincere thanks to all of the Long Beach
community.

The 2004 reunion was the second highlight of the year. The impressive tour of the Texas Tech Vietnam Center gave
attendees a behind the scenes view of the current and most modern archival tools available. The association
couldn’t have chosen a better facility for the safe keeping of our memorabilia. Qur three programs were brought to
us by Dr. James Reckner, Director of the Vietnam Center. Not only is he a tremendous speaker but he author of
several books. On Thursday night we learned about Vietnam today via slides he took Jast summer. On Thursday
and Friday evenings he took information from two of his books. He gave us insights into what it was like to be
satlor in the early 1900’s. and again using slides he gave a presentation of “The Great White Fleet” under Theodore
Roosevelt. The Lubbock reunion may not have been one of the larger reunions but many positive comments were
received.

I'want to give a personal thanks to Bill Richardson for his photography and most of all for his willingness to stand
ready everyday during the reunions to snap the many photos that are used in our Photo Book. The 2003 Long
Beach book was put together by Cal Rankin and Sharon (Rankin) Shirack last year. When they returned home after
the Lubbock reunion in September, 2004 they started working on this album. Cal's illness and passing on 12
November Ieft a big vacuum in our association since he was the association’s Memorial Chairman.

sharon continued to work on the album while keeping up with many details of the family business. The week after
Christmas, wilh the office closed, she started working again on the book, Her helper was husband Doug/ Qur
association is very fortunate to have two great “Second Watch Members” in Bill Richardson and Sharon Shirack.
Without them it would have been impossible to have a nice photo book this year.

As Dwrite this letter for the photo book, we are finalizing delails on the Milwaukee, Wisconsin reunion on June 9
thru 11, 2005. "Those of vou not in attendance last year, YOU were missed! We appreciate very much your notes on
cards, with checks, E-mails and, of course vour telephone calls. When vour fellow shipmates call wanting to know
your new phone numbers or E-mail address we are always pleased to help them. So keep up the good work of
commurtcating with us. SEE YOU IN JUNE!



"Hear our prayer O Lord to thee
for those in peril on the sea.”
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Allen Herbert Armstrong
Seaman Apprentice

James Robert Baker
Seaman Apprentice

Andrew James Botto
Seaman

Thomas B. Box
Flectronics Tech 3rd Class
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Ensign
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Seaman Recruit

Melvin Harris Brown
Boilerman 2nd Class
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Radarman 3rd Class
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Seaman
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Seaman Apprentice
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Seaman Apprentice
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Seaman Apprentice
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Seaman Apprentice :
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Steven Frank Espinosa
Seaman Apprentice

Stephen Don Fagan
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Seaman Apprentice
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Seaman Apprentice
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Stewardsman

Francis Joseph Carcia

Sonar Surface Tech 3rd Class
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Seaman Apprentice

Donald Eugene Gearhart
Seaman
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Seaman
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Scaman Apprentice
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Sonar Surface Tech 3rd Class
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Seaman A pprentice
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Steven Allen Guyer
Radarman 3rd Class
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Edward Phillip Hess
Radarman 2nd Class
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Seaman Apprentice

Dennis Ralph Johnston
Seaman Apprentice

James William Kerr
Boaiswains Mate 1Class

Willie Lee King
Radarman 1st Class

George Joseph Laliberte
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Seaman Apprentice
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Ensign
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Ensign

Gregory Koichi Ogawa
Seaman
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Seaman Apprentice

Michael Anthony Orlikou
Electrician 3rd Class

Linden Russell Orpurt
Ensign

Dwight Scott Pattee
Yoeman Seaman Apprentice

Earl Frederick Preston
Seaman Apprentice

Craig Allen Pennell
Seaman Apprentice

Jerome Pickett
Fireman

Lawrence John Reilly Jr.
Radarman 3rd Class

Victor Thomas Rikall
Radarman 3rd Class

' Gregory Allen Sage

Seaman Recruit

Gary Lorern Sage
Seaman Recruit

Kelly Jo Sage
Seaman Recruit

John Allan Sauvey
Boilerman-Fireman Apprentice

Robert James Searle
Seaman Recruit
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Seaman Secruit
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Sonar Technician 2nd Class

Johun Raymond Spray
Ensign
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Seaman

Thonias Fred Tallon
Radarman 3rd Class

Ronald Arthur Thibodear
Seaman Recruit

John Wayne Thomas
Scaman Recruit

John Thouas Tolar
Seaman

Gary Joseph Vigue
Radarman 3rd Class

Con Wesley Warnock
Seaman Recruit
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