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CASUALTIES ARE NOT YET I(NOl<JN. PI1ELlMINAR'Y HEPOllrSF~(mnle COLLISION 
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. ~;CEF 'NO I CATE THAT \ . . 
THEIlE ARE 197 SUI<V I VOI1S rROMtHE ArTER sEcnb.N 

01' TI·IE EVANS I/HO 'HAVE BEE:N TAKI::N 
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AflOMo ME:LElOURN£::. €VANS WASLI\STi '., . - . 
',.(. . 

IlEPOHTIW 1'0 tJE ·()ABflY INq 27"3 OFF 1C£IlSIINLJ ~1f::N. THMC 
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OASUALT I ES A[lOAil4l "'NAG fIELIJOUHNE., tlELuOUHNE AND USS Eli ANS W,EH&; 

I !'IVOL VEt) I N AN, MiT' ;'SU,IlIH NE PHASE. of': THE SE~TO MArl IT, Me: I!XE::FW ISE', ' 
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f[ELLlqt)[lNf IIAS'DEEN [IDLED A/.JOVE THE WATEflLINE. NER FL.lC,lIl' DEGKI\II\S_ 
UEEN 0 I STORTED AND THE GATAPIJL,T IS UMSERV IC(;;AOLIt. ,SHE I S,:AllLF. 'ttl,' 
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' HAKE A'SI'E:W OF ,BETWEEN l:l(WT AI'J[) 10 KNOTS. TEMPORAllY REPAIRS' . , ' lvH.L 13[';'I1AO TO THE SHIP DEFORI! S[-IE IlItTUBNS -TO AUSTRALIA,'" , 

THf:: NAVAL SOABD i $ AlVA I T I NqFurmlEH REPORTS BEFOrl!:; DEC ID', Nt; I1ELB(iURN~ , , ' 

Im-IEDIATt:: PfWqHAM~E. 'I'I-[I! CHIEF OF NAVAL STAFF'(VJCI! AOMI~AL v.A.r~,) . 
8M ITI-t-IIIAtiSPOKEN lOY TELEPHONE FROM ,C~NBERRA 'TO THE. FLAr, OFF'ICER 
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THE PACt l>.; TilE NAVAL DOAllDr II.L CONS I DI1:11 PI1OP05AI. S REqAllD I Nq THE' ,', , 
NATUBf::'Or- TI·ie'!':NQUIHY AND WILL DECIDE WHAT ACTiON THE tMN '\nLL TA~E!' 
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