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hen Quiara Alegria Hudes set OUt to write EJIi'4 a SoUliers 

Puf.J", her goal >VaS to write a play that would offer audi­

ences a new, perhaps more personal perspective on war. 

Inspired by her young cousin and how his experiences as a soldier 

changed him, she underwent a period of painstaking research. Of all the 

books she encounteced, she was particularly movod by TIm O'Brien's 

.... ') \k.~ wat, O'Brien'. book c=.es a portrait of wartime severi')' and the tolt it 

~ 
1 ~. 1990 novd Th< Things They CATTierJ. A fictional account of men and 

"'I" r \" tak .. on the human. 'f:riL Bu~ perhaps ~o~ imponandy. it also illus-

~~~e
s the human Splnts capac,,), to ,UMY< In rhe face of battle. 

, I: "\ ( ~ime, thete is much talk of heroism and love of country. 

~~ ~_ ~
 But buried by f1ig ...... ~hetoric can be the brutal trUrh of a soldier's 

. /'. \ • t personal experience. In fhi'Things Thty CArrier/, O'Brien ""PloRS thi. 

, #v.....42- -1;::.LO\J... \~\t.. i? pains~n~ and .~otionally.wren~~. It 
becomei impos-

Written by / ~~ 
uble to dwn,ss a soId,er', expe"ences w,rh • Silb toSS-off or shake of 

, L. the head. For ro und .... tand the ""tUte of war 

Alegria H udes from the !,""pective of <hose ~ting it ~ ro 

ceaIty begin iii grasp the meaning of heroISm, 

Quiara all rhetoric aside. 

PmonalizinganexperienceJoads to increased 

empathy, which in turn leads to undentanding. 

This is • basic concept and a building block of 

all rhcatee. But when it comes to • discussion 

of war, somehow rhe experiences become more 

essential, more immediate-perhaps because 

the issues of life and death ate so immediatt. So playwright Hud .. cap­

tURI something inhe",.tIy and essentially theatrical in her approach to 

wtiring EOi.t, n SoVii",.1 Fuf.J". 

. Hudes explores the impact of war on three men but not solely 

in' conrext of the battlefield, She frames the play as a story of fam­

ily-three generations of men. The contrast of the men's experiences 

brings rhem inro sharp focus and allows an audience to access rhe char· 

acters' personal experience .. Of her play, Hud .. has said, "I want rho 

audience to think about their own personal connection to war. Maybe 

it's through an ,mel., a father, a child, maybe .i,'s rheir own military 
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experience. I want this play to starr a discus~ 
sion ,about the personal elemem of war. The 
family and community element." 

What makes this approach so successful is 
that it is universal. It eschews parcisanship in 
favor of thoughtful, emotional exploration. 
Everyone will have opinions abouc che reali­
des and perceptions of war in the real world. 
but as a literary motif. "war" is [00 broad to 
discuss without the entry point of personal 
experience. Hudes said. "When writing ElJiot. 
I had chis scrong feeling abouc people. War 
is very abstract to me. It's about politics and 
headlines. Ie's on che news. Buc I wanced co 
wrice abouc che facc chac chere are real people, 
generations. whose lives are -fundamentally 
alfecced by war. There are invisible people 
who 6ghc wars, people from barrios, ghenos. 
They don'c make headlines. Buc chey are parc 
of the tapestry of our country. Jt " 

When Hudes' ceenaged cousin recurned 
from Iraq, she was scunned by whac she 
saw. "The second I saw his eyes and heard 
his scories I knew something had changed. 
'He 'would never be the same 'litde cousin 
anymore. On the plane ride back home, I 
couldn'c seop chinking abouc him. I imagined 
my aunt's garden. and him sitting in it, and I 
began to write~" she said. What she wrote was 
a gendy elegiac play chac marries me ideas of 
service and family inco a mucual legacy. By 
doing so. she explores a topic that touches so 
many buc abouc which so few can ever find 
a collective voice. Consequently, the play 
speaks for any family who has been couched 
by war or by military service. . 

One ofch. unexpecced delighcs wich Elliot, 
a Soldier's FugtY is its heroic ability co find 
something truly connective while exploring 
an issue that has, panicularly in recem years. 
divided. By focusing on .the intensely person­
al, something universal opens up. No parry 
politics here, JUSt fathers. sons and--darc I 
say it--heroes. 

1 ~2f) 
~~)~l 
~~ r~~ 

~} 

~i st ~J'.04~ \~)fP~ 
'. 

r~ 
1~0C» 

. 'J> I ':\~-' // 

<>\T, ~~M~)~J~~ 


