


LT. COL JOE MOORE 

commander/ leader 
From Spaccan burg, S. C, LT. COL MOORE fl ew 
100 missions ove r North Vietnam a nd holds the 
Si lve r Star , the Distingui shed Flying Cros~ wi th 
t WO Oa k Leaf Cl uste rs, (he Bronze Sta r , rhe Air 
Meda l with ni ne OLCs, Ihe Combat Readiness 
Meda l, a nd the Ai r Force Co mme nda tion M eda l. 

MAJ BOB JACKSON 

left wing 
from Tacom a, Washingwn, MAJ JACKSON flew 
343 miss lom in Somheas( Asia an d holds th e Dis­
ti ng uished Flyi ng Cross, Air Medal ,"vith c leven 
Ol(s, Ai r Fo rce Commendation Medal , and the 
Vietnam Service Medal with tWO Bronze Stars. 

MAJ DOYLE RUFF 

right wing 
From O rlando, Fla. , MAJ RUff Aew 203 combat 
missions in SnU(hcas[ Asia , 19 ove r No rth Vi e t­
nam. H e r eceived the Si lve r 5tH wit h onc Oak 
l eaf C lu srer, Di .Hinguishcd Flyi ng CrOSS, Ai r 
Meda l w ith seveu O LCs, an d th e Pres ide nlial 
U nit Citacion. 

CAPT TOM GIBBS 

slot 
fro m Loveland. Colo .. CAPT GIBBS Rew 100 
missions ove r Nort h Vietnam and holds the Silver 
Sta r. Dist ingu ished Flying Cross , the Air Meda l 
wi[h I SOak l.eaf Clu scers. and the Ai r fo rce 
Commend<Hion Medal. 



MAJ MIKE KERBY 

solo 
From New York Ci,)" MAJ KERBY !~ ew 154 
miss io ns in Souchca~[ Asia as an advi sor to 

VNAF. H e ho lds rhe Disting uished Flying Cross, 
Bronze Srar, Ai r Medal with six Oak l eaf Clus­
lers, the COlllba ( Readiness Medal and th e Ai r 
Force Commendat ion Medal. 

MAJ BILL ELANDER 

materiel officer 
From Adanra, Georgia , MAJ ELANDER flew 
42 missions over North Vielnam and holds the 
Distinguished FI )'ing Cross, rh e Air Medal , rh e 
Combat Read iness Medal, and rhe Ai r Force 
Commeod:ui on Medal. 

CAPT ART IVINS 

narrator 
From Leo, lndiana, CAPT IVINS flew 106 ("00)­

bar mi ssions in Southeast Asia, 62 over North 
Vietnam. t-Ie received rh e Distinguished Flying 
Cross , Bronze Star, Air Meda l w ith 6 Ol(s and 
Combat Readiness l\·l edal. 

CAPT DENNIS WEDDLE 
information 

CAPT CLYDE LABELL 

administration 
From Coon Rapids, Iowa, CA PT WEDDLE is 
responsib le fo r all preshow publicicy an d co­
ordination; w hile CAPT LABELL of San Fran­
cisco, Ca lif., handle~ a U adminisrrari"e an ions. 



GRDUND S U PPDRT CREW 
Whrn .Ilt- IJn; •• '<l Stat<', Ai, Fo,ce rIllln.!.,h",l. I',.,..,n •• hoi, 'peel.leula< o .. i.1 .temonICru· 

IjCl~. t hey mow the rc.t~m_·Clrk. coordinaciun. ,Il "Jlllllt.". "Oil pr~ ",tiun tIring nhilil) nfi"'tssary 
III l"tl'CC(I\C l-omhlH pu\"er. nUl thc.'w cur piloo ilrt" th(" hrsc 10 rocuAmz{' rho ,I" .... ",ling iuh 
pcrrurml."<! by rhe ""'" on the grlllUld. 

Llkr- thL" rilors .. L"heh n{ thc."1C rechniri.lnfli flocl'll hnnllrt'd to ~ a plitt uf thi ~IClt UJ.M lIizoulUlt 
At! \'ulunu."Cn ,,·hn (u"'(1C'tC wilh nMO} uther rur p \inxle , .. ()lnt '. liu"W ('xpcru "pcnd Inng 
d.lls.. nd tumcrinlt.'" night. kf.:·(:l"sog Ilu!' Air t'nn::c'"$ .. how~ tlyw anhnrnt:. A, 11 (nuh. in tbr 
hi ''-lC)' nf ,h 1L":I1I1~ rhrrt· h.l\ nc'lot.', m'Cn D ISh()\.\ CUl1tCU4 ... f dlH: (U I11dlllll'I1.UhlC ,hili .. hi,.,. 

Thul1dL'rhird nirrT1C'n \\,ill tell }'bU Ih.lt the (nUri 'If Ilul\ with rhe llolm au" fiu.: most reward· 
inlt twu }''-°lIT of rheir O1n ..... rs. 10 rh,t WOh)\! uf A rm.lin(('nllm~ upc.'n,j·.ur I(unnln~. mainrf'o 
nann~ npt-.r.uinn with rhi" grollp of c.'pc..'n I~:I r .... ll ph.>IUurt·:. Sd,fom doC,; ,I \Upt'r\ l'iUr hlltl 
him\l,."lf with 1& highly s~(.j;llil'cd lCflnt ,,·hell: C!\'t'ry mnu "'onA CO do fiJi; Jllh nnd knllwli howo" 

rntUlCJ u."Chnjcian) rcquirClJ Are ndi". t1t'Clr"n"o n.I\·I~p .. ()n. If('W 4. hid,. IllrcruJr ("It',.;11;. 
dlln. I'round rRdio L'Ommunic.HIUlLS. pm:luluuur, IrulrUIIlC'nt. Gern.'p",,-·e ~roufhl tc-lulpml'nI. ,uul 
1U(."(h.lni ... .d1 .1c,'ccto.V'ari .. ·", repairnlen; :and ~urom.ui, flight cunlr",). rrnu"'tivr l,.,ltlng. jc.'( "I1Minc, 
",uppl) im,CnHlf) nhln,I.M.~nn:nI. 111.1[l:r1..l frllitilit:,. Ilnd pt.'r"ulhll"·'luif'Unt'nl \(lC'i.1 Ii I , In Admin;· 
\1(,U lon, udmini'lorr.uivL· ,wJ "in r.1ft np"tl1lion 5p('d>11i~J. u\ \It·dl lIS ,111 tnturnCllllln It..'f'hnu:1l1n 

.. 0 illwttulur, ..sod a (1hurolotru[1h,."r ,It'C' m'c(Ic.'tI. 

-- - -----------------" 



THUNDERBIRD MANEUVERS 

... '"'If".-

~:L~:PASS 

A RROWHEAD ROLL 
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WEDGE TO ~ • .• . 
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DIA~ 
GEAR-DOWN VE RSUS 
SOLO AT HI GH SPEED 

S:~~ 
INVE RTE 0 -TO-I NVERTE 0 
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SO LO MAX IMU M 
PE RFORMAN CE TA KEOFF 
AND ROLL WITH IMMELM ANN 

~ 
SOLO 
INVERTED 
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I . - i 

SOLO 
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EIGHT-POINT ROLL 

~"--) 
----; "'" ----. t. -

SOLO PUSH-UP 
FOR LANDI NG 

Jr~ 
HIG HSHDW ~ 
BOMB·B URST WITH SO LO 
VERTICAL ROLLS 

CROSSOVER 



MISSION AND HISTORY 

rhe l oiled ':-'WIt'S Air Furct" '('hllodcrhirth \\:n: ,lllrhollcJ. ill ~'I.I) II)iIj~1 It I "prumull" iletter 
umJ('rslnlhlio~ .Inti npprt:ci.uinn of nir pllwcr und IU tI\i~i'fl with fhe ,,'{ruhC' "JqiUIi Cmt'!U uf nur 

n.uional uhjeuhc'J," A uuit uf tilt: 'rattj011 Air CUIlIf11.lIhJ. rhe (c.un
f

" mi:ulun ;. one nf 11c..'l1c\~ 

~Inu KUIIJ will. 

Mlkfc:ro militurr uirl"rah are hight~ (ornplcx~ In till: h.JIIJ~ of un",killL·!.l 0r<',litor'!l, tlle)" 'rco 
inclh.',(ivl: UI\Uuml'Of'i. Tnd.l}. our nir strength II\U"I1 be c3J'hlhtc uf wurIJ·" hie .11'1,liuuiun in II 
Iluutcr of h(}un c!tpcc:iJJllv in SOuthl-afil .. -\,i.l. Tfll TJ.hUdL'rhirJ{ Ilptfy I,ilut ilklll .1l1~' )(mlll' 
llIohilil), ("onunuulf)', (0 Our It<<ll'fc Cit hc)me tmJ .1ruund thu .. 'urld tiS y"dt. \X ilt-" Ih(') tlL·plu) .. 
1 hI:)' mu\'C ..... U hi.l.thl~· mubilt.·, "carll' ~1f~Ju~ua,"lI1g uo"k .&.:rnup "hkh indud~ I lull ru01pll. ... 
nu-n' ul I-\rfJunu pt:'HOl1l1d. I\('l\.' nun is .s Sl:1e. IC:'",,-I l'l'u(C1.nOflitl ,Iirman dedic.lIed 'u 'hc suc;· 
..:t'n(ul Jt.'(.Clmplhhmcnc o( Ihe It'lIm', Il'\p(ln~ihil 'tin And mi~lOn. 

' i"lu- r~m ,rarll.-Q .H luke." Air hun: U,tI§C. Artwn.I. iu R('!'lUhli\~ F.JlIG 'L huuliccjl·t · nnd Inler 
F-H iI· Th\lnllc1"su,"~,lk"i. fn 19;6. [hI;!> mO\'cd to \lellts ,,\ir L'oru· DJ.\C", ~C\' .. J., .1IIt! Ih"" Sunil 
Anwru.:an !-'·llMJC SUI)!;:r ~ahrl· ... \htr n brid pC'-iud ill the." !tqluhlil. t'-Io~n Thumlt'"rf.:hid in 

l?{i·i. Ih,,"" learn h:lurncd to lht." North Ann:rn:"'11 J;.II)01) uncil (t){JI. In 1"("), till' h~:1m ch.tnRcd 
til tl", Md><lIutl'1I Dougl •• F--lF Ph.n",", II. 

In ItWIt J '-)t:Jr hl\ror), 1Iu.- Thumll-rhtrds ha c ptr(omu'd 10 mort." .hllH lu ,:nullIrie\ ut tilt' 
I'rcc \'('~Hcldl h, .. forl.:' fllurt· rlum HU nllihun "'P"'"'t.lh1r!f. I hc.:)' hll\re ht.'C:n rC-Lf'I\l·t.! hy liw hUllh ul 
rorl~ign .. no l: . .s. ~uH.'rnmt.·nrs~ anJ h'IH' lk."fSon.ll)' ,ort!l:u.'tJ O1ili .. ,--.n~ of pcupll" I. (I1ily Anll.:ri(~I·' 
.. Ambn,. .... uluto. III "hw.1I 




