
DliP ARI'HliNT C6 THE ARM! 
Headq\,ul.rt.erl 101et Airborne DiviBion 

APO San FrallCaco 963lO 

A .... A!lD OF THE AIR !£IlAl. tilTH 'V" DII'VICE 

The following A;'A!lD a annrunced. 

8 J~ 1969 

FF.UX R CHIEF ;,ARlWIT OFFICER (CW2) Troop D let Squadron 1st Cavall')' 
San Francisco 9~383 

The Air l-ledal with "V" Device 
Eff ecti ve mont h: NA 
Date action: 23. April 1969 
Theater: Rep"blic of Vietnam 
P.eason: !'or heroam while participating in aerial flight in tile Republ.:io of Vietnam on 

23 April 1969. Chief "arrant Officer Knight dietinguiehed himee1f whi.le serving 
-'~ as pilot of a Command and CCfltrol helicopter in support of Caupany L (Ranger), 

75th Infantry, southwest of !lte, Republic of Vietuam. A Rant;er t_ had been 
struck by lightning an:! all personnel were tempor&r~ psra!J'zed. ..arrant Officer 
Ynight, piloting his light observation helicopter, 'saw that the onq possible 
,landing zone was too small to' be suitable for tile medical eVa<ll1ation helicopter. 
l';ith con;:lete disregard for hie own safety. he immediete11 lowered hie helicopter 
into tne jungle canopy, breaking tree tops and branches with his rotor blades, 
atte .. pting to cut a lendint'; zone with hie helicopter. He 10l<ered hie aircraft 
into the canopy until he encruntered too IlUch resistance, then raieed up aoove 
the trees, aDd once again lowered hie ellip into the vegetation. He repeated tnis 
action a nwnber of times until 00 had created a hole large enough for tile medical 
evacuation helicopter to lower a basket to tile illjured men. 'warrant Officer 
Knight IS rutstanding f11inB ability and devot ion co duty were in keeping with 
tile highest traditions of the military service and reflect great credit upon h.1.uI­
self, hie unit, and the United States Arnw. 

Authority: By direction of the President of the United Statea under the provisions of 
Executive Order 9242-~. 
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