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IN COMMEMORATION 

During the hottest days of thl! Cold War, the aircrews and ground 
personnel of Civil Air Transport and Air America gave unwavering service to 
the United States of America in the worldwide battle against communist 
oppression. Over the course of four decades, the courage, dedication to duty, 
superior airmanship, and sacrifice of these individuals set standards against 
which all future covert air operations must be measured. From the 
mist-shrouded peaks of Tibet, to the black skies of China, to the steaming 
jungles of Southeast Asia, the legendary men and women of Civil Air 
Transport and Air America always gave full measure of themselves in the 
defense of freedom. They did so despite often outdated equipment, hazardous 
terrain, dangerous weather, enemy fire, and their own government 
bureaucracy. Their actions speak eloquently of their skill, bravery, loyalty, 
and faith in themselves, each other, and the United States of America. 
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