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cD I © 22 Jan 1972

Letter of Commendation

To: Mr, John Ford
Chief Pilot Helicopter
Air America
1. Iwish to convey my personal appreciation and commenc ...on
to two of y‘our helicopter crews for their exceptional aerial gkill
in the rescue of the crew members of an RF-4C, Bullwhip 26 on
20 January 1972,
I 4 ¥
' 2. The efforts of Messrs Lee Andrews, Nicki Fillipi and Ron
Anderson in AA Helicopter XWFPH, and John Fonberg, William
Phillips and Bob Noble in AA Helicopter 8513F, were truly outstand-
ing. In spite of a known 37MM high threat area and small arms fire,
' these crew members disregarded their own personal safety to per-
form a heroic recovery. The quick response to the distress call
and actual recovery in near record time were unquestionably instru- -
- mental in saving the lives of the USAF RF-4C crew members, &

‘3. The professional aerialv skill and performance of an act beyond
~ their call of duty most favorably reflect great credit on the dedication
and high experience of your personnel,

b il

eWITT R, SEARLES, Major General Copy to: Mr. §C. J. Abadie, Jr«
Deputy Commander Base Manager
Air America
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I rCn 29 Arrjl 1975 Air America, Inc. was tasked to effect the evacu-

ation of Saigon, Viebtnam, a difficult and hazardous mission that re-
‘guired a mavimum effcrt for all concerned,

‘ I would like to ronvev at this time my personal thanks along with
- *hose of our various customers and the Board of Direntors of Air Ameri-
- ca, Inc. for an outstardinglv succesaful accomplishment of that mission.

»

_ The performance of cur flight crew memters again reflected what can
"%Ee &ccompllshed bv a dedicated professional grour acting together as
-duals anq as a team,

alize that each and every one of you will te departing this

1n a varv short time, but tefore doing so I want you to know

er of that grour that rour particiration in this humanitarian
, out in the highest traditicns of the American spirit. Again
r an outstandixz jobt well dcne,

Sincerely, " o T

2 . w) ! iy
g < \ P - ~

Paul C| Velte, Jr o8l
Chairman of t.he bo‘%j-d ok .)J.rec'r,orﬂ _

1 |'/

and
Chief Executive O
-
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- Air America and the. Collapse of South Viet “22 A
| by thkam M. Leary _ e s
wL AR, |
) Air America had I'a{len on hard times as Viet= * Vlceﬂdml‘[;p’l Gegrge 'Smete' cemmander ‘!q
nam welcomed the Year of the Rabbit at the of tln-‘&eventh Fleet; d met-‘with Martin «
beginning of 1975, The airline that had been to review: the plan. '“Ba worry, Admiral " .',1
. secretly. owned. by the Central Intelligence Martim haﬂ S’ﬁe g f wilf nitiate = >
G .7 Agency since (950 was a far cry-from fhe  the evacuation. lrﬁgmdv & l-uq;lerstand ".
45 giant air.complex of the late [960s and early the necess?t’?'for' dbiﬁg.‘m"u 'F‘ -2 -'Zf- . “i
Ro -~ _1970s.In|1970vthe airline operated a fleet of Ll '
i 146 aircraft that inclyded Boeing 727s, DC-  Ing m:d«Decéiﬁber I9¥4~ thu’ ‘Nnrﬂ:r Viet:
ST etk bs, C-46s, C-47s, C-1 238, Twin-Beech Volpars, namese” fied a winter- gprfng‘bﬂbn;i‘ve
T, Pilatus Porters, Hello Couriers, and a variety -against Phuoc prbylm:eTha purpose of -
R of helicopters. It employed over 500 pilots; the operition was less to acquire control of
WSt o primarily in Southeast A$ia I Juné 974, territory in the south thanto test the will= 1
$ y - howaver Air America shut down its opéra-. ingness of the Uﬁrted States to respond to
:, By 5 e tons in-Laos, where it had been-serying asa - a blatant violation of the peace agreenent. 1
Dot x:' -~ paramilitary adjunct to the native forces that - There was liftle alarm in the US: Intelligence |
e were fighting the CIA's "Secret War* Three community, 1o the fighting in' Phuoc Long:A |
r months later: the CIA confirmed an earlier National’ Ir?telllgenée Estimate on December :
‘ decision to sell the air complex, setting the _ 23 forecast that Hanoi would aveid the "risks: S
date for its demise as June 30, 1975. Morale  and lesses” of a major offensive and work to'
among Air Aménica employees was at léw'  achieve its goals though a “political-military ‘
3 ebb, as pilots and technical personnel leftin  campaign.” An allsout offensive, the intel-
.- large numbers, anticipating the. company's - ligence-community. believed, would not be *
" closure, Meanwhile, flying continued, priman-"_likely before early in 1976.
- ily helicopter operations for the Internation- 1
al Commission of Contral and Supervision Not for the first time in the%etnam War, the.
A% (ICCS) -the agency created to monitor the intelligence crystal ball proved cloudy, Phuac
% peace agreement of 1973 -and the US:Agen- Binh City fell to the'lNVAon January 7, 19750
= ¢y for International Development (USAID). the first provincial capital to pass into the

£ & . Butthe end was clearly.in sight, both for the

= airline and'for the country:In the summer of
S 1974, the US. House of Represeritatives had
. " Voted 4 sharp reduction in aid to Souith Viet-
. narn.Shortly thereafter, President Richard M.
. " Nixeh had been forced to resign fo the wake
of the Watergate: scandal../An  evacuation;
plan for-South Vietnam Jinttially fabeled TAL-
_; ““ON VISE but |ater changed to FREQUENT

i

e ey FHB “was iy place; with UsS. Ambas:ador

hands of riorthern forces since the cease-
fire of 1973. As it was-clear that Washngton,
would not act, the' Pafitburo; in° Hanol ap--
proved, 2 plan for widespréad attacks in the
south 101975, followed by a general upris-
ing.in 1976, The offensive would begin in the
long-contested Central Highlands.. '

Campaign 275 opened on-March 1, 19755
Within two weeks, the NVA offensive had
. made such progress that-Prssident Thieu.or-

2. g ' ARAMERICA: |
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The

next day another

attempt was made to drop water this

time capteens tied together with floatation,
This attempt aborted-due to heavy rains in
the area which apparently solved the water
problemto-some extént; The Da Nang Con

Gen later arrived at Cam Ranh Bay'and was

flown te Nha Trang, He had a long talk with
M Spears; the Nha Trang Con Genand then
departed for Saigon by Volpar At Nha Trang
there seémed 1o be a sense of panic building
up. Everyone seemed to be tense. | came out
of the Pacific hause to go to the arpart on
my-second morning, and.a mob had material-
ized In front of the.Con Gen gate all wanting
to be manifested to Saigon when | saw this
| returned to my room, got my suitcase and
fromn then on | slept at the airport.

|.was cancerned about fuel as always. The
fuel truck would stop servicing at the first
sign of trouble. | called Saigon for empty
drums which they sent, however, they were
too dirty and could not be used as we had
no way of cleaning them. | then requested
fuel drums. fram the Cep Gen. He got some
for me and we started filling them for later
use: | then Started trying to find a place to
store fuel for use by the choppers in case
we lost our fuel at Nha Trang the a40b re-
gional representative told me that he had a
place near Cam Ranh at the province chief's
compeund Which was the mast secure place
possible. | started dispatching choppers with

“fueldrums, we got 20 drums there In the
ﬁ’m‘t--day.The next day the first chopper ar-

rived ‘withifuel’ and the“secure” place was
abandoned. The fuel could not ‘be loaded
back aboard. choppers so we plinned an
using it ASAR We Used absut-3 drums and.
the other | 7.drums were stelen. .

Atthetime | moved t.o the airport called in
the ten employees and recommended they
sleep at thie atrport They all'meved in and
pa&e gave me-rhattresses and sheets. They
also- give u& c-rat jons and other canned
food. | sent manny,down to pick Up-these
items. The choepper pilots weéreall., sleep-
ing at the Pagific houselsl planned Bnebeing
able to fly dow to the Con Gen pad and
pick-up the crews.in case of trouble-All the
time |'was a Nha Trang we were dispatch-
ing items of equipment not needed and also
emplayees and their dependents. This was
hampered by the Con Gen net allowing me
space on the aircraft.| finally'started getting
an aircraft for my own use.

The following events occurred ‘on the day
that Nha Trang was evacuated and not nec-
essarily in this order;

|, Woke up at about 5:30 and called to the
‘pacific House to see if someone could
bring coffee and breakfast.

2. A 40b customer across the way tame
over and. told me the Viet Cong were
only about )2 miles up‘the road-and the
evacuation was going this day, He said
he was now destroying his papers and
equipment. He told me | could have any-
thing [ needed. He was gone by 10:30 and
abandoned his office and warehause,

3. Con Gen had not informed me of their
plans to evacuate, | got @ call and they
asked me to get all available aircraft from
Saigon. This |'.did and also requested a
C-46 for my own use.

4, Vietnamese started arriving at the air
port looking for rides:| went out.and put

AIRAMERICA



. "a.new lock on the AAM gate and locked

it as the guard Was net.on the job.

_ 5. | previously had requested .barbed wire

10 help control| crowds:| never received
= this wiresWe placed chains across to keep
vehicles out of the operations area.

6. The-Pol driver told me that he was on

" his last tank of gas and would not be get-
ting anymore: He said he . would stay on
the |job until all fuel was gone:if | would
promise his family a ride to Saigan. | did
this and he worked as he promised.

7. A mpb had gathered by the time'the fiPst
airplane arrived. They were already get-
ting Unruly: | talked to some Vietnamese
marines who spoke English. They were
armed and were. there to get a ride to
Saigon. They agreed to stay and control
the crowd if they were promised a fide.
They stayed all day and did an putstand-
ing job. Late in the afternoon, however
they left unannounced and all controlwas
gone. DC-6s of Birdair came in.all day.
When one was on the greund | would
call'in a C-46 and load company cargo
and pax, This worked most of the day.

8 VNAF helicopters started departing Two
had a mid-air just above the ground and
crashed into the revetmenis,

9; Had two Vietnamese employees wha:did
not want to go to Saigon. | borrowed
money and paid them their final pay. One
was a male radio operator and the other
was the one-armed. cleaning woman, All
other employees and dependents were
sent to Saigon,

10, I put the finance records ifto the bag-
_ gage compartment of a helicopter. This
insured that we would not lose them.

11, Two days before, | surveyed the roof
of the pacific house #or a chopper pad.
This was prepared but on the day of
evacuation .the Vietnamese breached
the fence and crowd:ad the'roof pad so

‘ _UPH.OL-DlNG THE AIRMEN'S BOND

' time Mr, Spears became frantic andcalled } -, |

4. VINAF aircraft started shuttling military

. Two times during the day while AAM ol .

. Chopper pllots reported small- arms

. Air Vietnam, quit coming into the city

it was only used for a couple of trips. . o 1
Anothier.pad had beenprepared in the _

parking. fot at.the Con Gen' this was e i
used all day with armed U.S. Marines Y '
controllingthe mob: Y

choppers were shuttling personnel from
the Con Gen pad to the airport | made
the chappers shut doewn as our mob at _
the airpert was getting enormeus. Each : |

me.to have the choppers keep shuttlings
as the mob at the Con Gen was getting
uncontrollable.

in different areas of the town. Onere-
ported the prison gates were open and
the prisoners were looting the prison. |
could hear firing from different locations
® !l day,

and their dependents across the runp-
way from AAM. This-finally spilled over
to our operation when vehicles full of
Vietnamese started’coming to our ajf~
craft for rides.

due to the
mobs se hun- o
dreds. of Viet-

. namese came

. The

to our end, of
the field, This
compounded
our already
Enormous
prablem.
last 2
DC-6 - air
craft  came
iy and were
completely
mobbed, | had a
Caribou and C:47 sneak: if. Whlle thEy
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b . Lin'that all those employees diving in Chiclon
. would be.moved 'to the Citca buildings by
~ the night of 26 April, as the security of the
Chglon area was quite questionable. '
* On the morning of 29 April when we were
preparing to evacudte all TCNs, | was given
a name list of three TCINs that were_still
housed In town. There were 7 Chinese 'in
Cholon and 11 Filipinos in the Traung Minh
Giang atea. Bventually the AAM“helicopters
pickéd up all.the Filipinos and 6 of the Chi-
nese. |, had talked by radiosat 5001 with' P
Y. Lin and confirmed that the six Chinesedin
Cholen wauld go to the Chinese hospital
and get out the seventh Chinese emgployes:
MrW.A. Peng then they were all 10 proceed
to any of the alternate rooftop LZ pads for
pickup by using their portable vhf/fm radio. In
the end result, | learned a few days.later that
W.A. Peng did not get evacuated. The reason
why 15 unknown to me at this writing. | sug-
gest that RY. Lin make a statement an why
. they did not or could not get Peng out:

In retrospect | would say that AAM evacu-
ation plans went fairly-smooth and that we
were very fortunate that only one employ-
ee falled to get out of Vietnam and none of
our employees were injured. All of this is.in
spite of the fact that the U.S: Marinés never
arrived in the AAM compolnd; 1o secure/
destroy. it.

| went by AAM helicopter; frem my living
quarters: (259 Troung Quoc Duong) to
AAM TSN at about 09301 on Tuesday 29
APrli 1975,

~Weoperatedfrom AAMTSN untilabout 230l
at'which,time CEQ gave the order to evacu-
ate the AAM compound, due to lack of secu-
ity (Ao LS, Marines) and VINAF penetrating
ourarea with cars, Hcmda_s.. local*dependents,

‘*;Jmcf;mmc THE AIRMEN'S BOND

etc,
CEQ "said we
were to regroup at the DAOECC,

Pricr to-abandoning the AAM area €EO ap- X
proved-the. dispatching of AAM fixed wing i )
alreraft tocarry the non-essential employeess —_—
to friendly countries, We proceéded to load, <
all such emmployees and launched the airgraft b
ASAP In a short period of time, we had all
those employees that were present and some
Unknibwn 1ocals Who'infiltrated our groups,
on the fixed wiig @ircraft and airbarne,

1 right mention that it was very difficult to
contrel the boarding of passengers and to
determine who ‘was AAM employee or de- .
pendents, becalse we had very little help 4
at the aircraft entrance deors. | don't know

who, if anyone did authorize the departure

of some of the Americarss, i.e. Charlie-Mey- -

ers, Harvey Kohler, Dick Risher, George Keller,

etc-on‘the fixed wing aircraft. We could haye ]
really utilized those Americans to control i 'Y
passenger, |oading, the taxiway gates and the

refueling problem.

Shortly after arriving at AAM TSN | 'was neti-
fied that VINAF pilots were stealing our GFE
UH-1H helicopters from the ICCS ramp: To
the best of my knowledge they stale 5 UH-" ,
I'H aircraft from the ICCS/as ramp and one o ot

AAM 204b helicopter from the AAM ramp A

itself. These VNAF pecple were well armed
and desperate.

With'the incoming fockets and MNAF infill = G
trating our ramp :area, there was.no time = SEES S
to collect or destroy.essefitial records.We = =5




wul'@ hsﬂful 1'hat;w'e tould;‘%{ue 'the
A LAAM compound and operate.from it, ohee
s ' _the marines arrived 1o secure the area. It
was planned and | was so briefed by DAQ

and the US. Marines that the. AAM ‘com.-
. fines and upon our departiire, they-would: -
STk destroy (blow, up) the AAM facilities. Un-
«+  fortunately for all concerned, the U.S:Ma-

e - Fires did neither,

Upon arrival at'the DAQ ECC DrckWengen-
roth, Stan Huster, Ron Lietchy, Paul Disciullo
and myself assisted’ the AAM helicopter pi-
lots'with their arrivals and. departures, at the,
DAQ tennis court pads.

AAM Captain Fllippi told me that we need-
«ed to obtain |P-4 fue! for the helicopters and

" he asked me where was the DAO.fuel truck.
| explained that | knew DAO. USAF Major
Cook had an Esso truck as part of the DAO
ECC planning but | was not involved in their
(DAQ) planning. Not knowing where the
DAO truck was positioned, Dick Wengen-
roth and myself took-a DAO truck and hot-
e wired the ignition and proceeded to. drive
be around the DAO: building 5000 compound
but were unable to find the |P-4 truck. Then
| asked Captain Fillppi to obtain.a few US.
Marines from ECC and we could go to the
; AAM ramp and bring out some of the 225
v . drums of |P-4 we had there. Captain Filippi
* +  could apparently get no US. Marines des-

' lignated for this assignment. So | went and
.~ = gatone of the AAM pilots to fly over the

" DAQ area, with Dick Wengenroth and my-
~ self searching for-the |P-4 truck. We spot-
‘ted it at the lot around the corner of the
BX stop and shop- building. We returned to
= the ECE and attempted to locate the JP-4
Wuck ignition keys, No one knew where the

- "5 'Wel‘e. so we flew to the BX LZ pads
iked tothe lot.where the JP-4.truck

e D pounﬂ would be secured by the US. ma- -

_.». -_'.-.:* - "o“. _3
was parkeﬂ The lot gate had a padlcck ;m
it which. w@rﬁkﬁ off-Withip abOUt'ZQf«mn- .

utes we hﬁ%ﬁ% _A truck Lgnftlpfk
wires, butithe ery'Was'so weak the
engine wauld not start. We tonsidered tow-
ing the |P- 4 ruck using & nearby tow teuck, -
bt asithe |P-4 truck'was a hydromatic rfwe <
could not start the |P<4 tra.lek, engine,. then,
we wollld: not bé able to- pump the |P-4 -

“from the ’cruchVVe‘ﬂ\en*gEmmed to DAO -

»

ECC by. AAM helicopter. We coid ‘ot find -,

tery 1o suit tHe'|P-4 truek needs. So again we
flew to tHe'BX LZ padsawith the tHought of
taking the battery from nearby Isuzu bus and
Use it for the JP-4.truck. This time Stan Hus-
ter accompanied Chuck Wengenroth and
myself. We switched the batteries, only to
find out the bus battery was dead, We then
went back to DAO ECC and again gequest-
ed Capt: Filippi to provide us with a few,U.S.
Marines so that we could obtain |P-4 fuel
drums or the standby Esso |P-4 truck from
the AAM compound. As we again could not
get any U.S. Marines, for security we elected
not to re-enter the abartdaned AAM com-

pound for fuel. Later while listening to the *

AAM helicopter pilots talking to the AAM
om at DAO by radio, it was readily evident
that our pilots were carefully monitoring
their fuel onboard and programming their
roof top pickups of people, to endble refu-
eling at the U.S. ships off Vung Tau, where
the majority of their passengers were being
taken, The AAM helicopter pilots did a great
jobrin fuel management as well as some “'can
do’ flying:

As best | recall the US: military helicopters
started arriving at the DAO BX LZ pads
about 1500l The majarity of their passen-
gers were local refugees who had been
programmed -out by prlor USAF C-14]
and C- 130 .

& et AIRAMERICA
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. At'about 16151 CEO instructed some of
. Us to use.one of the two AAM helicopters
~ at DA@ and proceed to the LS. ships. This
group along with myselfiwas drapped off at . _
. the)S.S Vancouver, LPD-2.This group of ' - T
“ AAM employees consisted of Stan Huster, «~ . R T Ty

and | never saw him again.

. 23301 the same night at cubic

10 the W55 Vancouver for the mght because

UPHOLDING THE AIRMEN'S BOND o RN

Paul Disciulle; Ron Lertehy, Capt. Chester
Folck, Dick Wengenroth, E. L Angeles. Vic
Ballesteros and later we were joined by
Ed Twifford, The Vietnamese flight me-
chanic: with us on n47004 helicopter
was Mr Can, (I believe) and he was

Our ship; the US.S. Vancouver, ﬁnaj}y\-. 3

e wh
sailed for Subic Bay Philippines on | :;’.: !_ =

May about 1915], and we arrived in 523"
Philippines about 2130/ on 3 May, - =

Although we were all processed
through US, and Philippine cus-
toms and immigration by about

point naval base gym, we were returned

the weather at Manila eliminated us from fly-
ing'there that night.

On the morning of 4 May we were flown to
manila by US.military helicopter and sent D
to the Carlton hotel to check in with CEO . |
and VP We anranged our own flight book- _

ings and flew from Manila to Hong Kong the -

same .afterncon and chéecked into the pre- o F : R
arranged rooms at the Hong Kong Sheraton . , -';" :
hotel about |650l.We reported 1o the AAM i Saeg.
offices at the peninsula hotel on'the morning \ :':'}.‘r_f;‘
of 5'May. B __,,L‘.'.:‘:ﬁ
B.D. Mesecher: . oo » g
Director—Technical Services R e L v s .):r

Air America, Inc. : P} S ‘iﬂa‘-& ;4',, 9
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.j msanaau OF APRIL '28 z TWK -THE BANANB RADIG OPERATOR
:#3 AND. HEa YOUNGER msma T0 rﬁﬁm @USE ON/TRU HINH K’? AFTERWAP..,
*!“* "I WAS RBTURNIN@J‘F& My HGuSE' N T LANQ TO CARRY LUGGAGE ™ < ETC
ot o THE ﬁmﬁﬂw. AT THAT TIME 1700 HOURS THE [A-379) BOMBED '_ :
gﬂ 1 mnﬁmmeu RETURNED TGﬁ:&yJAIRFIELD mﬁ‘ma.gﬂﬁmgeﬁ'm _ ak

4 '_' | LUGGAGE AT ém LANG]  THERE WAS NOT TIME TO RETURN. AND RECOVER

. ANYTHING. ~THE NEXT MORNING.MYSELF AND EER?ENT{:;Q MADE"rTHE FlRss

FLIGHT INTO 259 AND. FLEW 8 PILOTS OR SO OUT TO THE RAMP." WE

Fsers ik THENMDE A TRIP TO/DAJ AND PICKED UP 7 AND FLEW: o THE»fﬁ_L.UE RmeeD
AR

--A THAT TIME LARPENTER] AND ANGLES C(FMY CHOSE To. REMMN‘ ON THE -

|\."

H]JP. 1 FLEW THE REMAINDER OF THE DAY SOLO - SHUTTLING. FROM ‘I'HE :
-‘

Ehsgssv ROOFTOP TO SHIP WITH INTERMESHED TRIPS ToﬁAo Lz, 23, 259
'&@xweasmp TRANSPORT, LANDING ABOUT 1850 ON THE HANCOCKS MY
ﬁEPAaTURE FROM [SAIGON] WAS ABOUT 0900 WITH ABOUT[S TRIPS TO VARIOUS
-~ IPQ I DON'T KNOW THE STATUS OF THE(DANANG OPERATOR (Ronoj

""DR HER SISTER.

CAPTAIN COALSON (1949 1_7
AIR AMERICA, INC.
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Note: With the declassification of thousands of pages of Air America Corporate and CIA
formerly-classified documents, historians will be able to read and review information previ- 1
ously not available, allowing a more rounded and fuller history of Air America. An example of |
this is the following article written by Larry D. Sall, Ph.D., Dean of Libraries at The University
of Texas at Dallas. Dr Sall reviewed declassified accident report files including the only known
hijacking of an Air America plane.This is not only a fascinating article but an example of the
stories to be written with the release of these documents. Also included in this section are
some examples of the various documents that have been released to the public. |
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The Crash of Civil Air Transport Flight B-908

By Larry D. Sall, Ph.D.,

Dean of Libraries at The University of Texas at Dallas

About 5:30 on the afternoon of June 20,
1964, a Civil Air Transport C-46, Flight B-908,
took off from Suinan Airport at Taichung on
the island of Taiwan with 52 passengers and a
crew of five, Less than |5 minutes later; all on
board perished when Flight B-908 crashed
into a rice paddy a few miles north of the
Suinan airfield. In just released files from the
Central Intelligence Agency, the story of this
tragic event is detailed. According to news-
paper accounts at the time, this was the first
crash of a scheduled domestic flight that Civil
AirTransport had experienced.

Why did the CIA maintain files on this Tai-
wanese accident? What could have been its
interest in such a tragedy that it felt com-
pelled to keep such extensive files? The an-
swer to both questions is straight forward;
CAT was owned by the CIA and had been
since the Korean War. CAT was an asset to
the agency, used to maintain a presence and
an influence in East Asia. When not operat-
ing during the day as a civilian airline, the CIA
used CAT's personnel and equipment for
clandestine missions.

CAT was established following World War I
in China by General Claire Chennault and
his associate Whiting Willauer to provide air
transport in China, a country wracked by civil
war and the devastation left by the Japanese
invasion. When the Korean Conflict began,
there was a serious absence of Americag
airlift capacity in that part of the world, so
seeking a solution to the problem, the CIA
purchased CAT under the cover of a private
corporation. Thus the CIA came to be oper-
ating a civilian airline in Asia and so needed

to be closely involved in the investigation of
the crash of Flight B-908.

Both the Taiwanese authorities and the
American authorities carefully studied the
circumstances leading to the crash and its
aftermath. Among the first questions were:
what were the conditions at the time of the
crash and could they have been a contribut-
ing factor? The flight took off in daylight, in
clear weather over flat terrain, and according
to eyewitnesses the takeoff appeared entirely
normal. As Flight B-908 flew past the airfield,
the pilot indicated everything was normal
and said he would see the tower personnel
the next day.

Taking off to the south and heading on a
round island route with its next stop sched-
uled to be Taipei, the plane made a |80-de-
gree turn to the east and headed north when
suddenly it veered sharply to the west and
began a steep descent from an altitude of
approximately 500 feet. Flight B-908 struck
the ground at an angle of about 30 degrees
with its nose and left wing down. The C-46
was destroyed by the impact with only the
tail section remaining more or less intact. The
wreckage was scattered over a 200-300 me-
ter square area in a rice paddy and a ditch.

Farmers working nearby heard the plane de-
scending and saw it crash, The consensus was
that the plane was fully intact before impact;
there was no sign of smoke or fire prior to
impact, and the engines did not sound un-
usual. First on the scene were the farmers
who could find no sign of survivors; they
also reported that fire broke out in some
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places in the wreckage, but these fires did
not spread and soon died out. When the lo-
cal police arrived shortly after the crash, they
took charge of the scene. Chinese Civil Avia-
tion Authorities did not reach the area until
about twelve hours later. CAT personnel ar-
rived soon after and were kept from handling
the remains or wreckage while the Chinese
officials pursued their initial investigation.

In its own report CAT noted that the “sud-
den transition from normal climbing flight in
the direction of Taipei to a sharp turn to the
left and diving into the ground almost cer-
tainly establishes only two possible causes:

a. A sudden and major mechanical trouble
which made it impossible for the pilots
to control the aircraft.

b. Sudden incapacitation or restraint of
both pilots which rendered them unable
to control the aircraft through some act
of other aircraft occupants.”

After an exhaustive investigation of the
plane’s mechanical condition, both prior to
and following the crash, the only significant
questions were the condition of two control
cables found broken following the crash, a
claim that the left engine was over speeding
at the time of the crash, and the condition
of the pilots. CAT's analysis of the propel-
ler hubs and gears indicated both propellers
were set at the proper pitch, and other clues
including reports from people on the ground
found no indication that either engine was
performing outside of expected parameters.

The broken control cables were sent to labo-
ratories in the United States for analysis. The
normal stress on the cables when functioning
was about 20 pounds while the cables them-
selves were rated to handle 1000 pounds.
Also it was noted that during the crash the
cables had cut into the fuselage. While after

UPHOLDING THE AIRMEN'S BOND

their initial investigation Chinese officials re-
garded the broken cables as contributing fac-
tors, further tests indicated the cables broke
during the crash when subjected to extreme
stress. Also, even if the cables had broken in
flight, according to CAT the two onboard
pilots would have been able to control the
aircraft with little difficulty. In addition CAT's
report stated that had an engine over accel-
erated, as was initially suspected by the local
authorities, both pilots would have had no
trouble dealing with that issue either.

Upon discovering that pilot Bengee Lin's body
was not strapped into his seat, the Chinese
authorities initially believed that the he had
behaved in an overconfident manner that
could have led to the crash. This was further
investigated by CAT. The crash was so

violent that the pi-

lot's seat was com- P
pletely torn apart,

which CAT felt
explained why

the pilot's bady
was not found
with the seat.
Also both
pilots were
extremely
competent
and expe-
rienced.

So if there was no
“sudden and major mechani-
cal trouble,” what might have caused
the “sudden incapacitation or restraint of
both pilots?’ The two pilots, Bengee Lin, the
Pilot in Command, and M. H. Kung, Second in
Command, had extensive C-46 experience.
Pilot Bengee Lin had |7 years of flight ex-
perience, having logged | 1,881 hours, 4914
of them in a C-46. M.H. Kung had been a







What was Lt.Tseng's story! He was listed as
a passenger on Flight B-908 along with a ci-
vilian companion, Wang Tseng Yee. On June
|7 a civilian, Wang Tseng Yee, made reserva-
tions for himself and Lt. Tseng Yang to fly the
following day to Makung/Taipei. However, on
the |8th Lt Tseng changed the reservation
to June 20th. That day Lt. Tseng checked in
about 3:30 p.m. in the afternoon wearing his
navy uniform and with no checked luggage.

One conclusion can be drawn immediate-
ly; Lt. Tseng had no intent of returning the
manuals to the library as they had been
ruined before being taken on the plane. Lt.
Tseng would also have had access to both
the pistols and the manuals, immediately
pointing suspicion at him. Because both Lt.
Tseng and Wang Tseng Yee had booked the
flight for each other, the circumstantial case
against them as co-conspirators is extremely
strong. During the investigation of the crash
site, while the victim's bodies were being re-
covered, one body with its abdomen ripped
open was found near the pilots’ bodies. It
was passenger Wang's body, and according to
the medical examiner;, the nature of Wang's
injuries indicated he was standing at the mo-
ment of impact.

The Chinese medical examiner, Dr. W. S.
Cheng, noticed “a small hole at the right side
of the face” of Pilot Bengee Lin in a photo-
graph made by the Chinese security division
at the crash site. He also observed that “ap-
proximately from that hole a large part of
the front of the face and skull was thrown
open and to the left and upward.” Dr. Cheng
also reported that following the cremation
of Co-pilot M. H. Kung, a three-inch spike
was found in the ashes. The source of the
spike was unknown.

UPHOLDING THE AIRMEN'S BOND

It appears from the evidence that for rea-
sons unknown, Lt Tseng and passenger
Wang attempted to take control of Flight
B-908 shortly after takeoff. In that attempt
the pilots were incapacitated; possibly Pi-
lot Bengee Lin was shot and Co-pilot Kung
was stabbed. In any event, both pilots were
rendered incapable of flying the plane, and
it crashed. What the motive of the alleged
hijackers may have been is not clear. That
they were suicidal is a remote possibility,
but a more likely possibility was that they
wanted to take the plane to the Chinese
Mainland which was just across the Taiwan
Straits from Taichung. In any event, 55 in-
nocent people died as a result of this act
of terror, including |9 Americans, a Korean
flight attendant, and 35 Chinese people.




52

A

B-908 JRASE

SECURITY REPCRT

Subsequent to notification of {the cragh of B-908, a Security renresen-
tative arrived at the crash site at 0040 hours local time 21 June 1964
to assist CAT's Man, Dir. and memserg of CAT's Accident Investigation
Team { AIT) ., Tn the interim, arrangements were being made through U.S.
Government Mavy and Adir Torces wnits te irmediately dispatch medicel aid
te the crash gite, in the event survivors existed, to awgment the CAT

nolice. Lialson was effected
en Foliee Bureau and the Chief,

Feng Yuan Sub-Police Buresau, who were the two officers responsible for

He cragn eite, Permission was granted

to allow the AIT menbers znd the CAT official photographer to conduct

Cbservation indicatzd that there wsre no survivors and the remaining
parts of B-908 were distributed over an area egtimatsd to be 200-3C0
meters square, The bodies of the victime were littered throughout the
rice paddy area, beyond immediate recognition, and personal efiects

CAT and Air Asia representatives were prohibited by police from touch-
ing the victins or wreckage prior to the contemplated errival of the
coroner and procurator in the sarly morning of 21 June 1964, Photogra-

Although the corcner snd procurater did not arrive until 07451 21 June,
preliminary prepération was made in ths dinterim with rezards to blankets,
plastic bage and ropes as well ag nroviding laborers to eficet the re-

moval of the corpses at such time 3s pest mortem examinaiions wWere con-
ducted and proper judgments made by the coroner and procurator. While

awiiting the latter two officials, ainxious rslatives, newspapermen and

others voiced loud and cmotional disapproval of the delay.

Although effective lieison developed with tihe police and facilit.:ted
the movement of CAT end Air Asia representatives in the inquest area,
at 1900L 21 June loc2l pelice advised that they were withdrawing fron
the cracsh site. In azﬂer Lo preserve the remaining wreckage, arrange-
ments were mades by CAT to maintain a 10 mah police force to
insure proper orot"ctlan of the ureckage so that inyestigation could

s continued by CAT, Alr dsia, 4nd governmeny

e until 26 June. Mine detector teams fur-
nished by Taiwan CGeneral Carriscon lieadguarters along with ALT and Se-
curity team members and locally hired digrere, ex:mined svery picce of

earth, rice paddy ficld snd ditches. Where reactions were received on
the mine Aetector meter, the lahorerseimmedistely dus into the soil.

Conducet of Crash Site Investigation

Ll
medical aid accompanying the AIT.

2. The crash site was cordoned off by loeal
with the Chief of Police, Taichung Hsic
necessary security measares at
4 preliminary exmmination of the site.

3.
were widely spread over the crash site.

4
phs, however, were taken by the GAT shotngrapher.
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6.
be properly facilitated.

7, A gearching exasmination wu
personnel at the cragh eit

8. On 26 June, th

e wreckage of B-908 was removed to Tainan with Adr Asia
personncl aci 1ng ig puards to protect the materials removed,
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