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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
e· . 

HEADQUARTERS DEPUTY COMMAHDER 
SEVENTH AlA FORCEITHIRTEEHTH AIR FORCE. THAILAHD (PAUF' 

.,0 SAN FAAN CI SCO 96237 

Lette ~ of Commendation 

TO: Mr. John Ford 
Chief Pilot Helicopter 
Air America 

1. I wish to convey my personal appreciation and commendation 
to two of your helicopter crews for their exceptional aerial sklll 
in the rescue of the crew members of an RF-4C, Bullwhip 26, on 
20 January 1972. 

'" 2. The efforts of Messrs Lee Andrews, . Nicki Fillip'i and Ron 
Anderson in AA Helicopter XWFPH, and John Fonberg, William 
Phillips and Bob Noble in AA Helicopter 8513F, were truly outstand­
ing. In spite of a known 37MM high threat area arid small arms fire, 

\ 

. these crew members disregarded their own personal safety to per-
form a heroic recovery. The quick response to the distress call . 
and actual recovery in near record time were unquestionably instru- . 
mental in saving the lives of the USAF RF-4.Ccrew members. 

3. The profe ssiona! aerial skill and performance of an act beyond 
their call of duty most favorably reflect great credit on the dedication 
and high experience of your personnel. 

A#:?&-:4l e WITT R. SEARLES, Major General 
Deputy Commande r 

L-)-

• 

Copy to: Mr. tC. J. Abadie, Jr. 
Base Managez 
Air America 

>17/7~ 



IIID IImEDlell 

May 11, 1975 

Cn 29 Arril 1975 Air Ar.:erica, Inc. wa.s tasked to effect the evacu­
atio~ of Saigon, Vietnam, a difficult and hazardous mission that re­
q\;ired a mavimum effort ~or all concerned. 

I would like to ~onvey at this time my personal tha~ks alon~ with 
those of our various customers and the Board of Dire~tors of Air Amcrl­
ea, Inc. for an ou~. starrlingly successful accor.lrlish:nent of that mission. 

The performance of our flight craw me~ters again ~eflect~d what can 
ce aecomplishec'. by a c:ledlcated professional group actin!l together as 
indivi duals and as a team. 

I realize that 6a. rh am. everyone of you will be dep;:rti~g this 
C~~rany in a V3ry short time, but tefore dojn~ so I want you to know 
as a member of that ~rouT' that ~ .. our p~rt.iciDa+'ion in this humanitarian 
act s~ands out in the hip-hest traditions of the American spirit. Again 
thanks for an outstandi~~ j ob well done. 

Sincerely,-

. . ..- - /~,. (', \.. ~ ,., ~~ . .., 
Paul-C. Vei te, Jr. 
Chairman of the board 
and 
Chief Executive or lce~ 
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--dlmile- tJf 
Polgar. noweter. re­

r~ td ~ome afarined. 
He agreed with Acnbas­
sador Martin's ~otic;y of 
encouraglng the Saigon 
governnient to cCntinue 
resIStance 111 hopes o( 

seaJring a negotiated s.ettIe-
ment Above all Amencans must not I've jrlY 

Indication that they considered the situation 
hopeless. AS refu~ ppured into Da Nang, 
Burke. prepered for tne worst He cut person­
nel to a mlllimum, wiGt'One pilot and FilipIno 
flight mechanic per ilrcraft. He asked for vol­
unteers-who would be wilting to remain ana 
face the hazards of the flrtal evacuatfon, HIs 
four helicopters would be kept1t!lty fueled al'\d 

.reactY for Immediate departure. 

The evacuation of Da Nang began on 
March 28. By the morning of the 29th, 
Burke reported, the CIty was "a shambles," 
wrth abandoned aircraft. tanks. trucks. and 
other vehicles scattered about. In the midst 
of the evacuation effor.t, a World Airways 
Boeing 727 appeared overhead. Burke tried 
to contact the pilot to warn him not to land. 
but did not get a response. As soon as the 
727 set down. It was engulfed by a swarm 
of ARVN and civiltan refugees. The run­
way o'n whic:h it had landed 17 -Left was 
soon littered with bodies and overturned 
vehfdes. Burke again attempted to contact 
the aIrplane and dll-ect I~ to 17 -RIght. whls:h 
loo~ £Iear. but heard nothing. 

8~ the time the 727 taxied to the front of 
the ct>rifrol tower, both runwilYS had be­
come- unusable. "It looked hopeless.· Burke 
reponed. The only option was to use a 

... h-GKllllIaY. The 'Ctfrcr-aft started to roll. nar­
~~ 

... ,ml~~rID a stalled van on the slCie of 
~~~m~a:PJ0tC)f.C}'Cle struc:!-; b.e left 

The s.Pdde"",'t:o~~ 'If ~~ Vie~'s 
military TorceS ca e( Am~r:kan m_~ 
j!uthOr"ltle5 ttl t:e!oIlew ~etr e~~uation:plans. 
The originil cherne, pl#blished o~Jwt 31. 
1974. had co oed fOur options. Evacu­
ation would be ~nducted (I) by com­
mercial airlift from 5algoo's Tan SOn Nhut 
airport. (2) by military airc..-aft from Tan 
Son Nhut, (3) by sealift from ports serving 
Saigon, and (4) by helicopters to UtS Nav)' 
ships standing offshore. It now seemed that 
detailed plannIng for the helicopter optIon 
should go forward. 

Air America obVIously would be a (I uClal 
part of any emergency l1elicopter evacua­
tion from downtown SaigoT\, Rooftops that . 
might be used fo(" the evacualion could not 
support the heavy Marine Corps aircraft. 
Only Air America. could do the job. Fol­
lOWing dl!icussions with Yar M. Green. vICe 
president forVietnam. and ChiE1.p~ot Carl 
Winston, Air Amenca agreed to take 13 
UH I Hs out of flyable storage. With a to­
ti\1 of 28 helicopters. Air America pledged 
to have 24 of them available at any given 
time. Because of the shortage of pilots. 
many of these helicopters would have to 
be flown by a single pilot. "This was risky." 
the U.S Air Force account of the final 
evacuation observed. "but Air Amerita was 
accustomed to Sl:Ich. risks and expressed 
no reservations. about that aspect of the 
Saigon air evacuatio{hll 
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QC!JXprjJ r; veteraa heTk<>pter pilot Nikki 
A~ Fillipi began.iI..· $ur~ey of 37 bUildings in . . 
downt~Wn J Salgon ~_o.assess Jheir viability 

.Mhcop~r tanding' lOn'es (HL?s). The 
~ te!f ·.to .the. seleaion of r3 HLZs, 

ipi then s'uperyised crews from the Pa:­
ethe Architect &' Engihe~rlng company in 
reri,o~ing obst,ru5=tions that might 'inter­
fere with safe lngress/egress to the HL2s~ 
An "H" was pajnted ~on the rooftops to 
mark the skiq~ of Air Amenca!.s. belicop­
t~rs, indtcatiog,that, aircraft cou1d land or 
take off.in ei.therdirection with gU~f'ante~d 
rotor clea,rance._ Danng his meetings. wIth 
the SpeCial Planning Group that would be 
charge of tbe helicopter evacuatio(t. fillip! 
emphasized that three requirement's had 
to be met if Air America was to ~omptete 
its aSSigned tasks in the evacuation .plan: 
The Air America ramp had to be .secured~ 
helicopters 'neeQed a safe supply of fuel; 
and. to avoid confusion. Air America had to 
maintain its own oommunica1!ion network. 
linking with Marine Corps heJicopters onty 
through UHF guard frequency. He·was 
assUred that all three requirements 
wouti:J be met 

CEO Velte arrived ill Saigon on April 7. 
He consulted Vlnh Fillipi on the-evacu­
ation planning. :to dat_e. He' !hen con­
tacted mil~ry authorities ana asked if 
they could provide. additional pilots to 
allow double crewlng of the helicop­
ters for th~ emergency. He receIved a 
sympathetic response, and :a message. 
was sent to CINPAC. Requesting the 
te;nporary assignment of 30 Marine 
Corpti h~hcopter pilots so that each 
Air America aircraft would have a 
copilot. )Nhen Ambassador Martin 
saw the cable, however. he "hit the 
celling.-c an.d sen~ a "flash" message 
canceling tlie request. 

UPf;tOLDING 'THE AIRMEN'S BOND 

Martin's predprto~s a 
Istic of wflat was bec() 
bfzarre.attrtude. on. the' 
bassyas the~VA dre 
Even SecretaryofS~ 
becorTiing c.oncerned 
';Faced with jmminent 
later ~wrote. "Martin d 
with the ship, He WilS r 
any Americans lest thl 

ciisin~ijrajion of the 
Martir-l's::stQllewa1hng 
recalle~t:'On April 9 he 
ec~ive. editor ot the- . 
-We've got an Ambas . 
losing' hIS' CQoL~ 

The mlti?rti ~1fOrts t 
proving fruitfess.'On A 
hn.Amphibi<;n;S· Br·'. 
tb consult with -the 
evacuation plan. Marti 
would not tolerat-e an 
the" UnitedStat~in 

PJ .u ~ Miau "'r ft1), 
Xs/!9-Nc:L ~n,.., 1J"",A.H1v.J ~ 
NA4 IA.q.,uJ' ~ ~ .z, 7~ 



Solrth Vietf.lam. All plannlhg woulp have to 
be conducted with the utmost discretion. 
General Carey. the Marine commander. 
upon rec.elving this information, flew to 
Saigon the next day to see Martin. ~The 
VISIt." Carey reported. "was cold. non-pro­
ductive and appeared to be an irritant to 
the ambassador." 

The military sItuatIon conttnl.,led 
to worsen as North Vietnam­
ese forces encn-ded the capit.aL 
On April 21. president Thleu 
re!igned. That same day. the 
Mannes established a for­
ward headquarters at the 
DAo. The DAO complex. 
together with Air America 
area across the street, were 
designated as the mall, de­
parture points for a heli­
copter evacuation to the 
fleet. A battalion-sized 
Se.cUr.lt)' force would 
guard the DAO com-
plex. while a banahon 
command group and 
one company would 
be sent to the Air­
America area. 

The Defense Attache also sent a 
message to Washington. requesting permis­
sion to bnn~ a platoon of marines to Tan 
Son Nhut at once to control the growing 
crowd of fixed-wing .evacuees. Lest Ambas­
sador Martin's sensitivities be upset about 
the presence of additional U.s. military 
personnel, Air America helicopters were 
used on April 25 to bring In 40 mannes, 
dressed in civilian clothes. from the U.s.S. 
l-fancock, standing offshore. Once inside 
~ DAO complex. tney were able to don 

comg,at gear. 

On April lB, as the situation around Saigon 
continued to worse Velte.le¥ned that Ge~ 
eral Carey had ~,iijed IJP{ to prnYlde a se­
curity force fQr the Air Amert~a ramp atTan 
Son Nhlrt. This came as a shock. Only the 
prevIous week. Carey ~ad assured Ve./te..that 
he wol:tld send marines to secure the ramp. 
Velte asked the ambassador.to Irtervene and 
reVef'se the declsioo emphasizIng that the 
secunty of the Air AmeriG area had been 
a prer:eqUisite- for the company's succ.essfuI 
participation in anj emergency evacuation 
plan.There was no ImmedIate respon~ from 
the embass)-. 

1'~6 S'-D~l' 
LDNnN U~'b ON b\/D. 

The late WIlliam M. Leary. Ph.D .. served as 
the E. Merton Coulter Professor of History. 
Emeritus. at the University of Georgia. Dr. 
Leary was considered the world's for-emost 
specialist on Air America. HIS 2005 1ecture 
was central to the McDermott Library's Civ­
Il Air Transport-Air America Collection and 
Memorial located on the third floor of Mc­
Dermott Library. Leary has written h,stones 
of the ChIna NatIonal Aviation Corp .• Civil 
All" Transport and the U.S. Air Mall Service. 
In 1995 he received the Central Intelligence 
Agency Studies In Excellence Award for an 
OutstandIng Contribution to the Uterature 
of Intelli~nce. He sen;ed as the Charles 
A. Lindbergh Professor of Aerospace HIS­
tory at the National Air and Space Museum. 
Washington nc. in 1996·97. 

AIR AMERICA 
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Evacuation bf Nha Trang It vn ,MarchI April 1915 

Wl1en 1 arrWed at the-Qffice on Mar 1975 
Captain Winston ~ed me if I would go to 
Nhi Trang as temporary .SCI' as E. G.Adams 
waS absent. on leave. There was trouble ex­
pected at Da ~ang .and someone was·need­
ed at NhaTrang to coordinate commo. lr.affic. 
etc_between Saigon and Da Nang./ returned 
home for my ~uitcase and deparated by air­
craft' for Nha Trang. On mY'3n1val. I check~d 
int.o the Pacific hous'e. 

The Cqn Gen ~ at' tnls time was prqc~sing 
their Vietnamese employees (or evacuatIon 
to Saigon. Most of these people, ha.d alTived 
from other places, I.E. Pleiku. Kontum, etc.TheY 
were being bcketed at the' COl1 Gell buiiding. 

The next day Da Nang started to evacuate 
and the city panicked. Capt. Burke was at Da 
Nang. and had 3 or 4 <hoppers, J spent,the 
next 2 days trying to get fLlel and ~r.adio re­
lay for the choppers at Da NangiWe had to 
keep 2 'Vol pars in orbit to relay from Burk~ 
to me. ana I, relayed to-Saigon.The Con Gen 
at Da Nang. Mr. Francis h~'d beer; Qn board 
Burke's cnopper but When they landed at 
Marble Mountain the 'C-on Gen got off and 
talked to !he Vietnamese regroncommand­
er's aide. The Con .Gen told Burke that tlie 
region comrry!lnder was going -to commit 
suicIde and he~ the Con Gen. had to go to 
him. The Con Gen departed in a Vietnamese 
chopper. This later caused con~jderable con­
cern at the l:J.s. embassy until the Con Gen 
flhallygot a message through that he was sare 
on board a shIp' heading South. The choppers 
were shJ.lttling to Cu Le-He Island: I sent a 
steel fuel container with 500 gallons of Jp to 
the island by c.anbou.The tirstnight or the Da 
Nang faIL passengers cam~ into Nha Trang by 

UPHOLDiNG THE. AIRMEN'S BOND 

chopper and fi~ed wmg. One French teacher 
had been picked up by a chopper and moved 
to' the island. He c_arne to Nha Trang byVol­
par.l-interviewed him along with a CBS pho­
tographer Who had been-on board Mr. Daly's 
Wodd J\itWays 727. He got off and could not 
get: b,¥.k on, He said he' ran to th~ towel-and 
called for.- herp. o.ne .of our chqppers landed 
and picf(ed him u'p. I put these p~qple on ·a 
flight to Saigon 

The second day ,we were requested to send 
the Chopp~rs batk to Oa Nang to· look for 
the Can GeI11tf~ ~an A40b customer was on 
board ~ barge at Oil Nang and was re:quest­
jn~ater be dropped as the Vietnamese @n 

the barges had no food or water. ,I asked 
for a canbou and~40b sent plastic contaIn­
ers from Saigon. There was one drop made 
.which I belfevewas unsuccessful as the con­
tainers· broke on impact with the water. 



next day another 
attempt was made to drop water, this 

tJrne canteens tied together with floatation. 
Thl!> attempt aborted due to heavy rains In 

the area which apparently solved the water 
problem to some extent. The Da Nang Con 
Gen later arrIVed at Cam Ranh Bay and was 
flown to Nha Trang. He had a long talk with 
Mr.-Spears the Nha Trang Con Gen and then 
dcpa~ted for Saigon by Vol par. At Nha Trang 
there seemed to be a sense of panic buildrng 
up. Everyone seemed to be tense. I came out 
of the Pacific house to go to he airport on 
my second morning, af'1d a mob had matenal­
ized in front of the Con Gen gate all wanting 
to be manifested to Saigon when I saw this 
I returned to my room. got my sUitcase and 
from then on I slept at the airport. 

I was concerned about fuel as always. The 
fuel truck would stop sel-vICIng at the first 
sign of trouble. I called Saigon for empty 
drums which they sent. however, they were 
too dirty and cOLIId l"Iot be used as we had 
no wa}' of cleaning them. I then requested 
fuel drums frorn ilie Con Gen. He got some 
for me and we started filling them for later 
use. I then Started trYing to find a place to 
store fuel for use by the choppers in case 
we lost our ruel t Nh I Trang the a40b te­
gional representative told me that he had a 
place near Cam Ranh at the province chief's 
~ornpound which was the mast secure place 
possIble. I started dispatchrng choppers with 
fuel drums, we got 20 drums there n the 
tim day, The next day tlie frrst cn.opper at-

nved wrtl'l .fuet and the "secure" place as. 
abandoned, Th~ ru~1 could not be loaded 
back aboard c::hc5ppers $0 we planned an 
ustOg it ASAP-We used abou 3 drums and 
the other 17 drums were stolen. 

At the time I moved to the airport cal/ed In 

the ten employees and recommended they 
sleep at the afrpart. They all moved in and 
pa&e gave me mattresses .)r)d sheets. They 
also ~Ile U~ "(-rat IOns and other canned 
food. I sent manny,Cfown to pick up tttese 
Items. The cflopper pilots were all ~Ieep­
mg at the pa ilic house], ~ planned oh beIng 
able to ny doWfl to the Con Gen pad and 
pick up the crews in case of trouble. All the 
time I was a Nha Trang we were dispatch­
Ing Item~ of equipment not needed and also 
employees and thew dependents. This was 
hampered by the Con Gen not allOWing me 
space on the aircraft. I finally started getting 
an aircraft for my awn use. 

The follOWing events occurred on the day 
that Nha Trang was evacuated and not nec­
essarily 10 thiS or-der; 
I. Woke up at about 5:30 flnd called to the 

pacific House. to see if someone could 

bring coffee and breakfast. 
2. A 40b customer across the way came 

over and told me the VIet Cong were 
only about '2 miles up the road and the 
evacuatIon was gOing thIS day, He saId 
he was now destrOYing hIS papers and 
equipment. He told me' could have any­
thing I needed. He was gone by 10:30 and 
tlbandoned his office and warehouse. 

3. Con Gen had not Informed me of their 
plans to eVi:lcuate. I got a call and they 
asked me to get all available aircraft from 
SaIgon. This I dId and also requested a 
C-46 for my o.wn use. 

4. Vietnamese started arriving at the alr~ 

port looking for rides:: I went ovt<lnd put 

8 

9. 

10. 

I 
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a ,new lock on ~he MMgate and locked 
it as the guard was 110t0l1 the lob. 
I previously had requested barbed wjre 
to help .. control crowds. I (leVer receIVed 

.. thlswire; W~, placed'c;h&ins across to keep 
vehicles but of th~ operatIons area. 
The Pol driver told rpe that he was on' 
his, last tank-oEgas and would not be~g~t-
ting anymore. He said he w~~ld: stay on 
the Job until" all fuel 'was gpn'e if I would 
promise his fam"rly a ride' to Saigon. I did 
this a'ndbe wQ,'keq-as.he promised. 

7. A-m.ob had gath~red by the tlm~the first 
airplane ~iflV~d. They were, already:~et~ 
t1l1& uJlrlily. I talked to SOrTIe y;etnamese 
m~rjnes who spoke English. ThEY were 
armed and were there to get a ride to 
SaIgon. They agreed to stay and c:ontroi' 
the crowd if they were promised a ride. 
They stayed all day and did an outstand­
ing Job. late· in the aftemoon. however 
they left un'announced ard all rontrol was 
gone. DC-6s of Bfrdair came in all day. 
When one was Ola the 'grou("Id t wQuld 
call in a C-46 and load company cargo 
and pax. This worlr..ed most of the day. 

8, VNAF helicopters started departing.TINO 
had a mid-air just above·the groun'd and 
trashed into the revetments. 

9: Had two Vietnamese employees who did 
not waf.lt to go to 5alg~:)I1. I t?,orrowed 
mone.x.ar.ld p"ald them their final pay. One 
was a male radio operator .and the,other 
was the one-armed -cleaning woman. All 
other employees and dependents were 
sent to Salg9n. 

to. I put the finance records ihto the bag­
gage cqmpartment of a helicopter. This 
insured that we would not lose them-. 

I I. Two days before. I surveyed the roof 
of tt)e paCIfic house lor a chopper pad. 
ThiS was prepareQ but on the day of 
evacuation the Vietnamese' breached 
the fence and crowded the'roof pad so 

UPHOf-OlNG THE A.IRMEN'S BOND 

.. 
It was only u~e~ . rot a c:puple of trips. 
Anoth.er pa:cU:laa be~n prepared In the 
parking, loi' at the COn Gen thiS was 
used l"af( a~y with armed U~5. Marines 
controlling' the mob. 

1'2:-Two tImes dUring the ~ay while A.AM 
choppers wete shuttling personnel from 
the Con Gen pad t9 the airport I made 
the choppers shut' doVlll as our mob at 
th~ airport wa~ getting enormous. Each 
tl£1te ~r. Spears became frantic and called 
me t9 have the choppers ~ep shuttling" 
as. the mob at tl:le Con Gerl wa~ getting 
uncontrollable, 

13. Chopper pilots reported small {,-ms 
in different ~teas of the town. One re­
pO,rte(f the, p~son gates were open and 
the ~ris.onets were looting the prison. I 
could hear filing from different locations 

.11 day. 
r 4. VNAF ,aircraft: started shuttling military 

and their dependents across the run­
way from AAM:This finally spWed over 
to our operatIOn when vehicles full of 
Vietnamese started 'coming to our aIr­
craft for r,Jd<;s. 

I S. Air Vletriam quit commg Into the city 
due to the 
mobs so hun­
dreds, of Viet· 
namese came 
to our end of 
the freld. This 
compounded 
our already 
enormous 
problerr!. 

16. The last 2 
DC-6 air­
craft. carne 
1f1 and were 
completely 
mobbed. I had a 
Caribou and C.47 . sMak jn V'Jhile they 
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A)R AMERICA SVND EVACUATION SUM-MARY 

In early ARrd i"97?" the MM SVND evacu­
atfon contIngency plans were fairly w-ell fi­
nalized. These plans included co6rdinatio\l 
With the DAO eV'acuatlon command -centel· 
(Etc) AAM captain FilippI was the primary 
coordinator between AAM and ECe. AAM 
captain Madus Burke. was lne mall assigned 
to organize and formalize the MM employ­
ee evacuation plans. as would relate:to get­
trng the. foreign ernployees (rom t~eIf'-living 
quar:ters ~o tne:.f'At'1 TSN compound for 
onward evt\cUatlon out ofVietnam. In my job 
capacity,! had dealings wrth all factJo'{Softhe 
companyl evacudtlonl contingency plans. 

lri my support to Captain Filippi AAr1 pro­
vided the technical aS$ist~nce to the setting 
up of an alternate flight watc.h facility at an 
office nearby the DAO ECC AAM would 
provide the prfmal7)' vhf/am and vhf/fm ra­
diOS if and when the AAM opera lions func­
tton could not operate. We also provided th~ 

. DAO ECC whl1 our ICCS (:olored Dayglo 
-green paint. so tha.tthey cOl,Jld paint the let­
ter H on their designated roof tops, These 
LZ pads wel·e to be utilized for all the U.s. 
miSSion persQnnel PICKUP paints -Ill 'the ca-se 
of an evacuation. 

Captain Filip·pI dlso.brought a group of three 
U.S. f1annes to my ottJce on or about 25 
April. The Manne officer" ·in charge was in­
terested prima;·ily In the perimeter security 
of the AAM compound. He ~tated that he 
would be the officer responsible for provid­
t6g securrty of OUI~ facllrty and that upon the 
evacuation of OLW AAMcompound. his U.S. 
manne group would destroy (blow up) the 
AAM fac.ilitfes. We discussed the weak points 
In our perimett;l~ such as the company pas­
senger terminal. building and gates. Also we 

agreed that th.~ rolling gates utilized across 
bur southwest taxiway entrance was a weak 
pornt that would be dlfficult to seal off froro 
refugees and/or al'med desperat.eVietnamese 
military personnel. It' w~s decided that AAM 
woald use metal conex c:ontaine~ 10 bdr.ri­
cade the' taxiway and place a double row of 
C-OI1~~rtif@ ~Ire 011 top of them to -stem In­
filtratian;ThlS would be done a.,fter our. fixed 
wing -aIrcraft- had de.parted 01' jf .the airport 
conditions· prevented our fixed Wing afr;Crafl. 
from t.lkingoff. In prep.3,·ation we later posi­
tioned about 10 j:onexs Deanhe taxrwayand 
some 4 rolls ofconcer-Lina wire. The terminal 
bUilding would be planned to be block.edon 
the ramp Side ~t vehiciec; and the entrance 
ga1,Hr.om the street to our employee vehicle 
parking lot was ~o. be barrrcaded by the 2 
IS\Jzu buses operated by AAM, The Manne 
officer said he would 
like me to make th.e 
,nec.es$ary preparations 
and he w0uld return 
iIi a few days to see 
what progress we had 
made. He Ror any pf 
the other marme.s 
ever· visited me again 
and I heard no­
thing further about 
their plans. 

l"1aJor (USAF) Cook 
was the man in 
DAO who pro­
vided rne With 

the 300 fuel 
drums (lno one 
each Esso rerueler of 
AVGAS and one of JP4. He told me that 
DAD EEC would also have- an Esso re-





Q'..l the morning e.fi!l APril wi1en we were 
prepa.ring to evacuateall.TCNs. 1 ~. given 
a narne list of. three TCNs that wete still 
housed'ln town. Trere were 7 Chinese in 
Cholon and I I Filipinos in the-Troung ·MirJh 
Giang .atea.' Ev.entual1y the AAM ~~ell~opters 
picked up all .. the Filipinos and 6 of the Chi­
nese. ,. nad ~Iked by radio o&t 15001 witf:f P. 
.Y. lin and confirmed· that the six Chinese-in 
Cholon would g"'O to the Chinese ~~ita1 
and get cut'the seventh Ch,nese erqpl,O)'ee. 
Mr. W. A. Peng tiler. they were all to· prbceed 
to any of the altemate rooftop' ~ads fOF 
pickup by using their portable vhf/fm1'ildio~ rn 
the end resultlleamed a 'few days.iaterthat 
WA. Peng di<ic not get evacuat~d. The reasOn 
why is unknown to me at this writing. I sui 
gest that P. Y. Un make a statement on why 
they dId not or could Rot get Peng out 

,In f'etrQSp~ I~ would s~y thaf AAM ellacu~ 
atf~n' plans went fairly ·smooth and that we 
were \lery fortunate that only one employ­
.ee farled to get out of Vietnam agd,1lone of 
our employe~ were fnjtJred. All ohhis is in 
spite oftnefa~ that 'the U.S~~atlnes never 
arrived irt the AAM compound. to securel 
destroy .it. 

I went by AAM helicopter. from my living 
quarte~ (259 Troung QU9c Duong) to 
AAM TSN' at about 0930lon'Tuesday 29 
April 1975. . 

said we 
were to .regroup .tt the DAO ECC. 

I rrtaht mentf9n~~l:'~ Vi~r,y -diiliq"lt to 
:contrbl the boatUing. Qf passeoi8'1 .aM . to 
determine Who waS AAM empl~~~ or de­
pen.dents. ~use~ ~ ':tlad ~ry :1~le ~ 
at theaircratt jerttrant~.;d~ I don't krJow 
,who, if an~ne did aytti!r.Tze·-the·. ~ltfe 
of some of-the Amerlcam:).e. CharJie,Mey­
~r$. Harvey Kohle(: Dic~F(5h~r,George Ke.lter. 
ek on . the fi)(ed Wlrig aircraft. W,e-couJd have 
r~lIy utiri~ ,tI;toie· Am~ticans to control 
passenger, loading. the ~ay ~ and the 
,..(ueling problem. 

Shortly after aitMrig atAJ\M TSNI wasnf>tl­
fled that VNAF pIlots· were. steaiingQUr Gff 
UH-!. H nelic;opters from the' ICes ramp' To 
the best of my knowledge they ·s~,ole 5. UH· 
I H :aircraft: from the lCCS/q:; ramp and one 
AAM 204b helicopter from the AAM ramp 
itself. These VNAF people were well armed 
and desperate. 

With the incoming roc.kets 
trating our ramp.ar~.ttlere, ~,\O ~ 
to' toJlect or destrqy.,eSsetTtial.r~~~ 
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A Belated Thank Vou to the Pilots of Air America 

• t I warit to tnank the Air: Americn :pitots for 
rescuing me from the rooftop of the Amen,.. 

CdfJ Embassy in Saigon fn the early e"e;'I~&. of 
30 April 1,975. t had served 111 Vietnam fi'om 
I November 1972~ to that last day in April 
1975. My nalJle then was Joan Fritz. 

Before I was>rescued, I had the pleasure of 
working. with the AIr Amer~j! ' pilots on the 
radio. Abdut a week before Saigon fell, I '!Vas 
asked to work iQ the office th,at c;oordlnated 
with the Afr American pllots.The chit::f there, 
o.B., had broken hiS gl,asses and (OUr~ not 
read; and It was too' late for him to get new 
prescriptiongiasses. So, I became his eyes. 
He taught me to work the radiO and, wrile 
down the tall. numbers of planes when they 
took off and landed. o.S. had, among other 
duties. the responsibility of preparing and 
checking over many different Ilsts Involving 
Vietnamese and other personnel scheduled 
to be rescl"led and ferried out of the country. 
1 recoghized the importance of hiS work. and 
I was happy to be able to assist him, 

One r:ather comical part of my rescue oc­
curred when the chopper pjlot·took a map 
out and started looking at it over the water. 
I did n.ot want to ask him If he knew where . . _.-

he waS "gOlngi so I more tactfully asked him 
whether he had ever landed on an aircraft 
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camer before. He: said that he had done so a 
'few times, and I wa3 greatly relieved to~ear 
th~ news! The Air .AT'I1enca chopper flew m~ 
to the U.s.s. Hancock. While safely aboard 
the. U.S.S. Hancock. I observed some otller 
non-AIr America ~elicopters landing on the 
dec;k:.J()ftbe. carne.r: Apparently there was 
not r(llorn to dccommodate aiL of these, he­
licopters, so'.after the passengers. and' pllots 
eXited thein, the helicopters were pu~hed 
ov~oard. (No, th~)' didn't Sink ~~ Air 
Amerita chopp.ersl) I was aboard the air­
craft ' carri~r f~r about six days before "we 
arrived at Subfc Bay In the Philippines. 

As.newout ,ot' Saigon 'on thatAtr Ame.11ca 
chopper. I remember thinking to myself, this 
I'S the end of the movle,And I thought then -
dnd I continue to think today - about all the 
men and women who served in Vietnam in 
any cap:3Clty oV,er th~ years. SUpportlf:\g u.s. 
efforts 1n Vle1.nam was a sometimes painful 
but ultimately great "experience 
f9r~ me. I am g!-ateful that I can 
ifrtally give' my 10ng-overdue. 
hear·tfelt Thank You to the Air 

Arneric:a pIlots. for my rooftop 
r-e5cue. My colleagues at CIA 
and I h_onor you for what you 
did for all of us. and we will 
never forget , , 

Sincerely, 

~n . .*t'4~ 

4S 



~l4s1~ 

Note: With the declassification of thousands of pages of Air America Corporate and CIA 
formerly-classified documents, historians will be able to read and review information previ­
ously not available, allowing a more rounded and fuller history of Air America. An example of 
this is the following article written by Larry D. Sail, Ph.D., Dean of Libraries atThe University 
ofTexas at Dallas. Dr Sail reviewed declassified accident report files including the only known 
hijacking of an Air America plane.This is not only a fascinating article but an example of the 
stories to be written with the release of these documents. Also included in this section are 

some examples of the various documents that have been released to the public. 
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The Crash of Civil Air Transport Flight B-908 
By Larry D. SaU, Ph.D., 
Dean of Libraries at The University qfTexas at Dallas 

About 5:30 on the afternoon of June 20, 
1964, a Civil Air Transport C-46, Flight B-90S, 
took off from Suinan Airport at Taichung on 
the island ofTaiwan with 52 passengers and a 
crew of five . Less than 15 minutes later; all on 
board perished when Flight B-90S crashed 
into a rice paddy a few miles north of the 
Suinan airfield. In just released files from the 
Central Intelligence Agency, the story of this 
tragic event is detailed. According to news­
paper accounts at the time, this was the first 
crash of a scheduled domestic flight that Civil 
Air Transport had experienced. 

Why did the CIA maintain files on this Tai­
wanese accident? What could have been its 
interest in such a tragedy that it fe lt com­
pelled to keep such extensive files? The an­
swer to both questions is straight fo tward; 
CAT was owned by the CIA and had been 
since the Korean War. CAT was an asset to 
the agency, used to maintain a presence and 
an influence in East Asia. When not operat­
ing during the day as a civilian airline, the CIA 
used CAT's personnel and equipment for 
clandestine missions. 

CAT was established follow ing World War II 
in China by General Claire Chennault and 
his associate WhitingWiliauer to provide air 
transport in China, a country wracked by civil 
war and the devastation left by the Japanese 
invasion. When the Korean Conflict began, 
there was a serious absence of Arnerica(l 
airlift capacity in that part of the world, so 
seeking a solution to the problem, the CIA 
purchased CAT under the cover of a private 
corporation. Thus the CIA came to be oper­
ating a civilian airline In Asia and so needed 

to be closely involved in the investigation of 
the crash of Flight B-90S. 

Both the Taiwanese authorities and the 
American authorities carefully studied the 
circumstances leading to the crash and its 
aftermath. Among t he first questions were: 
what were the conditions at the time of the 
crash and could they have been a contribut­
ing factor? The flight took off in daylight, in 
clear weather over flat terrain, and according 
to eyewitnesses the takeoff appeared entirely 
normal. As Flight B-90S flew past the airfield, 
the pilot indicated everything was normal 
and said he would see the tower personnel 
the next day. 

Taking off to the south and heading on a 
round island route w rth Its next stop sched­
uled to be Taipei, the plane made a I SO-de­
gree turn to the east and headed north when 
suddenly it veered sharply to the west and 
began a steep descent from an altitude of 
approximately 1500 feet. Flight B-90S struck 
the ground at an angle of about 30 degrees 
with its nose and left wing down. The C-46 
was destroyed by the impact with only the 
tail section remaining more or less intact.The 
wreckage was scattered over a 200-300 me­
ter square area in a rice paddy and a ditch. 

Farmers working nearby heard t he plane de­
scending and saw It crash.The consensus was 
that the plane was fully Intact before impact; 
there was no sign of smoke or fire prior to 
impact, and the engmes did not sound un­
usual. First on the scene were the farmers 
who could find no sign of survivors; they 
also reported that fire broke out in some 
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places in the wreckage, but these fires did 
not spread and soon died out. When the lo­
cal police arrived shortly after the crash, they 
took charge of the scene. Chinese Civil Avia­
tion Authorities did not reach the area until 
about twelve hours later. CAT personnel ar­
rived soon after and were kept from handling 
t he remains or wreckage while the Chinese 
officials pursued their initial investigation. 

In its own report CAT noted that the "sud­
den transition from normal climbing flight in 
the direction ofTaipei to a sharp turn to the 
left and diving into the ground almost cer­
tainly establishes only two possible causes: 
a. A sudden and major mechanical trouble 

which made it impossible for the pilots 
to control the aircraft. 

b. Sudden incapacitation or restraint of 
both pilots which rendered them unable 
to control the aircraft through some act 
of other aircraft occupants." 

After an exhaustive investigation of the 
plane's mechanical condition, both prior to 
and following the crash, the only significant 
questions were the condition of two control 
cables found broken following the crash, a 
claim that the left engine was over speeding 
at the time of the crash, and the condition 
of the pilots. CAT's analysis of the propel­
ler hubs and gears indicated both propellers 
were set at the proper pitch, and other clues 
including reports from people on the ground 
found no indication that either engine was 
performing outside of expected parameters. 

The broken control cables were sent to labo­
ratories in the United States for analysis. The 
normal stress on the cables when functioning 
was about 20 pounds while the cables them­
selves were rated to handle 1000 pounds. 
A lso it was noted that during the crash the 
cables had cut into the fuselage. While after 
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their initial investigation Chinese officials re­
garded the broken cables as contributing fac­
tors, further tests indicated the cables broke 
during the crash when subjected to extreme 
stress. Also, even if the cables had broken in 
flight, according to CAT the two onboard 
pilots would have been able to control the 
aircraft with little difficulty. In addition CAT's 
report stated that had an engine over accel­
erated, as was initially suspected by the local 
authorities, both pilots would have had no 
trouble dealing w ith that issue either. 

Upon discovering that pilot Bengee Lin's body 
was not strapped into his seat. the Chinese 
authorities initially believed that the he had 
behaved in an overconfident manner that 
could have led to the crash. This was further 
investigated by CAT The crash was so 
violent that the pi­
lot's seat was com­
pletely torn apart, 
which CAT felt 
explained why 
the pilot's body 
was not found 
with the seaL 
Also both 
pilots were 
extremel y 
competent 
and expe­
rienced. 

So if there WaS no 
"sudden and major mechani-
cal trouble," what might have caused 
the "sudden incapacitation or restraint of 
both pilots?" The two pilots, Bengee Lin, the 
Pilot in Command, and M. H. Kung, Second in 
Command, had extensive C-46 experience. 
Pilot Bengee Lin had 17 years of flight ex­
perience, having logged I 1,881 hours, 4,914 
of them in a C-46. M.H. Kung had been a 

.. 9 



professional pilot for 19 years with 13,074 
hours logged of which 9,270 were in a C-46. 
Both pilots were in good physical condition 
according to their most recent examinations, 
and both were regarded as mentally healthy. 
The likelihood that both would collapse si­
multaneously would have been remote in 
the extreme. 

If the pilots were not incapacitated by in­
dividual physical maladies, and mechani­
cal problems had been ruled out, that left 
the most troubling possibi lity: the pilots 
had been rendered "unable to control the 
aircraft through some act of other aircraft 
occupants." The likelihood that this was the 

case became stronger when two .45 caliber 
automatic pistols were found if; the wreck­
age. The hammer was found in the cocked 
position with the carriage forward on one of 
the pistols. Two radar manuals were found in 
the debris the day after the crash. The inside 
pages of both manuals had been hollowed 
out in t he shape of a .45 caliber automatic. 
Neither pistol was found with the manuals. 

Lt. Tseng Yang. an engineering officer in the 
Chinese Navy, had checked out the manuals 
from the library of the Chinese Navy's Peng 
Hu Ship BuildingYard No. 2. Also, two pistols 
had been reported missing from the Armory 
of the Peng Hu Ship Building Yard No.2. 
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What was Lt. Tseng's stor y? He was listed as 
a passenger on Flight B-908 along with a ci­
vilian companion. Wang Tseng Yee. On June 
17 a civilian, Wang Tseng Yee, made reserva­
tions for himself and Lt. Tseng Yang to fly the 
following day to MakunglTaipei. However. on 
the 18th Lt. Tseng changed the reservation 
to June 20th. That day Lt. Tseng checked in 
about 3:30 p.m. in the afternoon wearing his 
navy uniform and with no checked luggage. 

One conclusion can be drawn immediate­
ly; Lt. Tseng had no intent of returning the 
manuals to the library as they had been 
ruined before being taken on the plane. Lt. 
Tseng would also have had access to both 
the pistols and the manuals, immediately 
pointing suspicion at him. Because both Lt. 
Tseng and Wang Tseng Yee had booked the 
flight for each other. the circumstantial case 
against them as co-conspirators is extremely 
strong. During the investigation of the crash 
site, while the victim's bodies were being re­
covered, one body with its abdomen ripped 
open was found near the pilots' bodies. It 
was passenger Wang's body, and according to 
the medical examiner. the nature of Wang's 
injuries indicated he was standing at the mo­
ment of impact. 

The Chinese medical examiner. Dr: W . S. 
Cheng, noticed "a small hole at the right side 
of the face" of Pilot Bengee Lin in a photo­
graph made by the Chinese security division 
at the crash site. He also observed that "ap­
proximately from that hole a large part of 
the front of the face and skull was thrown 
open and to the left and upward." Dr: Cheng 
also reported that following t he cremation 
of Co-pilot M. H. Kung, a t hree-inch spike 
was found in the ashes. The source of the 
spike was unknown. 
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It appears from the evidence that for rea­
sons unknown, Lt. Tseng and passenger 
Wang attempted to take control of Flight 
B-908 shortly after takeoff. In that attempt 
the pilots were incapacitated; possibly Pi­
lot Bengee Lin was shot and Co-pilot Kung 
was stabbed. In any event, both pilots were 
rendered incapable of flying the plane, and 
it crashed. What the motive of the alleged 
hijackers may have been is not clear: That 
they were suicidal is a remote possibility, 
but a more likely possibility was that they 
wanted to take the plane to the Chinese 
Mainland which was just across the Taiwan 
Straits from Taichung. In any event, 55 in­
nocent people died as a result of this act 
of terror, including 19 Americans, a Korean 
flight attendant, and 35 Chinese people. 
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B-908 (~RASH 
~~...---.---------. 

SEc..'U!U'l'Y REPORT 

,'. Co!:duct of Cra~h SitE Invest igation 

1. Subsequent to notificati::;n of tl:.e crash of 8-908, a Security re?rESen­
tative arriVEd at the crash E'i te at 0040 hours local timE 21 J'me 1964 
to asEist C,\T's Nan. Dir. and mem'i ers of C,W I s Accident Investiga.tion 
Team (AIT). In the interim, arranger:1Ents were bEing made thr~ugh U.S. 
Government Navy and Air "!CereE LD1its tc irnn€diately rJispHtch medical aid 
to thE crash dte, in the event surv .l.yors existed, to augrr:ent the C.\T 
medical :lid accompanying the :UT. 

2. The crash site was cordoned off by loc~l ~vlice. Li3ison W3S effEcted 
t-li th the ChiEf of Police, Ta ichung rI sien fol j CE Bureau 3nd the Chief, 
Feng Yu.:m S;.;.b-P91ic€ Bureau , ,,~ho '.-TErt? the tHO ~ff icers responsible for 
nECEssary security rne 8s·.J..r€-s ~ t the crase: s ite . PE' r miss i::m Has grarJtcd 
to o31101.J the . .\IT menbers :md the CAT official photographer to conduct 
'.l preliminary EX'::"'7li:1ation of thE site. 

3. ObSErvation inrJj.cat2d th at th Ere were no survivors and the 1'emalnlng 
parts of B-908 vJt:?re distrib 'lted OVEr an arEa estimated to be 200-300 
met12rs square. ThE bodiES of th" vic-tims ,Jere litterEd tnroughout thE 
ric(; paddy arEa, beyond irnredi::ltE r-:co[:n ition, and pErsondl Eff ects 
I.TerE Widely spr"ad over thE crash eite. 

4. GhT and Air '\sia rEpresent.:.ltivEs WErE prohibitEd by POliCE from touch­
ing thE victins or wreckage prior ~o the cont E~p1dtEd ~rrival of the 
coroner and procurator in th e Early mornin& 0f 21 June 1964. Phot OGra­
phs, however, • .JEre ";:Dken by thE CAT phot()r.rllp~fer. 

5. ftlthou~h thE coro~e~ and procurator did not 3rrivE lli~til 074 r.L 21 June, 
prElimi'1aroy preparat ion ,·ns /T;30 E in the, i:ltErimloTi th re ~:ar 's to bl::.nr:e ts, 
plastic bJfS 3nd ropes 5S w~11 as provi6ing labortre to ef;~c;. the r~­
movalof the corp!:E~ at ~uch time 38 post yp.art.:m Examina t io;1S \oIl? rE con­
ductEd ~md propEr .}adLrm€-nts m3de by thE corOnEr ::!nd pI o c ura"t or • vIhil€: 
aW:.liting the lattEr h10 of£icial~ , .mxiou~ rElatives, :Jorsp3pETIT!2n !In;i 
othErs VOiCEd loud <lnd emotional .jisJPprov:ll of the d'21ay. 

6. I\lthough er.:Ectiv~ liaison c ~vE1oPEd \·.rith tbe police and f:lcilit.:ted 
thE movement of CAT ani ,U:- : s ia r€;prec,.=:nt-3tiv'2s in the inqUEst arEa, 
:It 1900L 21 June loc31 pol.i.C( advi:::ed that thEY ',rEre ,vithdrawing from 
t!1.e crash site. In :m:1El' to prEecrV€ thG r~m:lining wreck.:lgc, ~rrangE-
IlIEnts .-teI'C mad<e by CIT :c ~3intJ.in n 10 ::l3f1 police forCE to 
insure proper pro t:; ction 0_ !:e '~r e Ck.:lgE so that in'iE; st ieation could 
bE properly f~c ; lit ltE d. 

7. ,\ searching €x:lminJ ... · "n ··)~S contin"..lec by CAT, :.ir ,\~ia, .:I n :l gOVErnment 
pErsonnel at thE cr.:1c:h eit", mtil 26 June:. fvlinE JetEd'Jr te.~me fur­
nished by 'l'ahlan GEnEral rarrison Eecldquart€rs ~l:Jr.g .. ri'th .\11' 3nj Se-
curi ty team r~ETnbErs ,lnd l ocally hirEd dig.-ers, ~x .:mj l.·oj f: 't:r~ r~c CE of 
earth, rice paddy fi.€ld .::;nd di tchES. ~,ihert: r ,= actio!"!s l'IU"C: t'€c:i.'cd 0!1 
the r.rine detector TH:;t ::: r, the lahorers: immeJiatel" J!l~ into thE s oil. ... 

S. On 26 JunE, the NrECkJ i='E of B-908 was rEmoved to Tainan ld tn ,.ir ,\da 
pErsonnel acting" .;s (fuards to protE ct the tn::lterials removed. 
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