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A HUNTING WE DID GO

! FELIX SMITH

*Let’s get out of here”, cried Schwartz, “I
cau’t stand 1t any longer!—Wild boar hunting wxlh
Knives, tickling trout, huntmu rabbits w1thout guns,
and now it's wﬂd horses!” We stalked oul ot the
uproarious saloon, shaking our heads in amazement.

You too will be amazed when you find out what
can transpire in a4 New Zealand pub, for I can no
longer repress the distorted scnse of responsibility
to pObtel_uy that leeps nudging me to record these
aslounding truths, even in the face of being branded
a paranoic Har.,

“How does this sports idea tie in with an ordinary
drinking establishment?”, the nn-annointed may
ask, bt friend, the inside of a New Zealand pub is as
“ordinary” as the revoll of the Irish Republican
Army. And rather than being tagged a pointless
“establishment”, it should be more aptly referred
to as a seelhing sports arena filled with rowdy
choruses of shouts and wierd tales, dnd strange
performances.

The rugged New Zealanders, noted for their

tough football teams, make just as rough and care-
fu[ly regulated a game out of drinking beer, with
roles well defined as the Marquis of Quecnsbmy s,
and the police as active participants rather than just
referees or peacernakers.
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gentlemen”, which seems to be the signal for all
participants lo drain their glasses and saunfer in-
nocently out while the bartender pulls the curtains
and makes a great show ol locking the door. But
this is only the beginning. The tcam mates cither
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check in with the wife for dinner, or mevely stroll
round the block, return to the pub, and give a coded
signal on the.door bell. The door opens a crack,
19(,ogmtlon oceurs, the player slips in aud orders
another pint. The atmosphere eventually becomes
very cheery and although the constable on the beat
can sde hght lenking pabL the curtain or hear loud
bellows of Flll er up again mate” “This is my
showt, cobber!”, said opposition cann()t charge in
and trap all hands in such an vncouth manner. He
must press the door bell-first.  An officer of the law
isn’t allowed to use 'auhtelfuae and such unsports-
manlike trickery of umlatma 1he coded ring would
Jmmedlatﬁly drsquahfy him. The pnhceman must
give a l(mg honest ring, at which alarm all hands
abandou bar like rats leaving a sinking ship. The
alert publican will have a predetermined refuge, one
of the most ingenious being the hotel dining roam
where all drinkers perch quietly as if ordering
dinner. Any bona-fide demands for ™od, however,
would be greeted with cxtreme hm b) mdepen—
dent waitresses, who by this tim - ! ve the lables
cleaned and set for’ breakfast’ lhe Y iyers just
sit quietly as if waiting for their v ! . lers unfil

the constable makes his routin huc : . departs.

As in all sports, there’d be n, "« ot il the
san & side always won, so oct - . few, not
fl- . of foot are caught red hay - t the bar

an  he next step s for the cou © w0 ¢ ptermine
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the gow n . . 'm is sounded, b, "1 are ex-
tinguished, 1ot v ps, and the cor -le strolls
past the lonely lovkout in the deorws: of an estab-

lishment that 1o outward appearances is as quiet as
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a dead engine and darker than inside a derby hat.
He nods to the«solitary figure and strolls on. The
all-clear is sounded, the pub expledes into light and
merriment, and the drinkers lift their mugs to com-
pliment one another ou their frand. The policeman
knows every look-out in town, but the psychology
behind it is this: If the policeman sees the look-
out, be knows the law is being 1espevted -yes, feared.
But let anyone foolishly flout it by asswming no
look-out is needed, and brrring goes the dombell
and it’s catch ae catch ean.

We occasionally hear that American athletes
abroad who try rughy football and cricket don’t
readily take to the Butish type of sports, but one
'''''' was Pinky, our navigator, of whom we

vere e ly proud. Pinky learned to cxcel
at his new + ae, but he did learn the hard way.
He was qu ' minding his own beer one night

at the Grovenor Pub when the shocking cry of
“POLICE!” rang out. With split-second reaction
-t might have been tempered by experience in
o her raids in his life, Pinky’s reflexes had him out
e door aud half way down the strect before a gond
ritan could grab him and explain that since

!y was living at the Grovenor, he had every

+ 1 to ¢ ink there after six pam., police or no
and he shouldn have let his beer go flat.

~. s face sagged into a look of a left-fielder who
dr - 2 ly on the last out of a basesloaded
b~ 4 11y e, but experience is an able teacher
cd v'(y was rubbing elbows with New

AN “aland pub hus a comfortable social
- " e arichman’s club. Ttis here that

v s hang ont, here that world problems
o 1 -sse¢ and experiences exchanged. With

., mate' g them story for story, meeting their
" vl with an equivalent American ex-
pression, i’ ; became our ambassader without
portfolio.

Norm Schwartz and I invaded Pinky’s domain
one mght purely for academic purposes, and as
any led 1+ nto the fabulous Barry’s, one of the
fi st pubs .. ew Jealand, great shouts of 'V -

C oy

there’s Pin™ " clout! 1li there, Pinky, stef
upand .2 . ' h g your cobbers with vou:
The whole o, - ~ when Piuky st ' |
in, but i eac .7 1 1ends overhead, boxer-
like,he . .7y ... " 1 v grin, drified ©. 1
bar, 1 fitte . [1°w s was built in, T,
’ talk ve =, " ut wuatever he had to )
R T nd to listen in awe for th.;
Lo rou-, tory for story.  While the
vest (1 ad be" s« ~iving New Zealand e -
sions e "1 g sum, mate”, “Too ~ ht”
or ™) ' 1” I ky had .uncon "y
: ~ * s into using * e -
S Ame T T LT e gafewy
ST “or. 37, one
. 10 oL ¢ res “articular v o
¢ 77 7 s wonld a1 m deferenc to ! -
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coach; “If it-ain’t so I'll bite your calf 1ill you bark
likc a fox”, and meanwhile glancing sideways at
Pinky for approval, hoping he had nsed the ex-
pression in the approved manner.

Norm and I Jooked down the bar at a tall rangy
man whose face held the rugged look of the out-of-
doors. This wan was quietly surveying the scene
with a faint smile and a strong scotch and soda.
He was Larry Rainey, a great hunter, who later took
the pilots hunting and hecame one of our firmest
friends. Othker hunters gathered round him to ex-
change blood-curdling stories of hunting wild boar,
armed only with kmves and of the d(w who would
courageously hold the bosr by his an]k while the
hunter stepped in for the kill, and stories of “tick-
ling” trout, reaching under a bank and stroking trout
as if makmg friends and then the sudden belrayal
of jamming fingers into the gills and flickivg him
onto the bank. One of the hunters pointed down
the bar and said, “And there’s a2 man who goes
hunting withont a gun, or a knife!” We looked
down this speaker’s shoulder and past his finger
and saw a ragged old character with bowed pants
and a thousand- -year old hat jammed on his head,
and I remarked,* Why he lookslike an old Tenr'cssec
Lillbilly.”

“He’d have one of your hillbillys done in noth-
ing flat”, bragged Bill Bdny from behind the bar.
“That man you arc looldng ai is the greatest
poacher in the world.”

“And what’s more, he’s never been caught”,
exclaimed another, ahnost in reverence.

“1 :~ been ca ghr all right, but never conviet-
ed”, corrected anothe

“That’s hecause he’s such an accomplished
son - . The Greatest Poacher In
st . his eritics with habghty disdain

oo n the bar to establish contact,
v utng to hear w I+ had to say.
“Well, here’s v I was huntin® today, he said
casually, pulling a live rabbit [rom inside his coat.
“Caught twenty-five of them without firing a shot.
Caught thern all with this”, he added, reaching in
his co . ~ 1 and extr 1catmg a live ff'net a weasel-
fnoki., n el nervously around the bar.
“Here " old poacher added, 1ea(,h-
1g ir oo ’ .nother, Tt was like a ma
ow. [ ik staggered up, pulled up a
i eer and fell _ .
“Let him . -1+ ! uor?”, he bellowed, ™ Let’s see
. on The Greatest Poacher In

CWeld L

.« t his ferrets on the floor. The
1 " mo to 1e  uspidor, peered into it Iike
. b .+ ptly keeled over beside his
.ore he could reach over to

p it rry snonted.

. ~ sk~ ~n loose from Mrs. McGrath’s
S v ke of lightning, out charged
ooox i, 1. meantime exlmcting a dirty
cio . sack  m his nagic coat. “He never goes

an  here witr  + thai sack ™, explained Barry,
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“Always ready for anything”, said another,
When he returned, chicken iu the bag, the drinkers
had the ferret revived, and The Greatest Poacher In
The World tucked him in his sweater where he
promptly keeled over again. ]

“{zive him air ”, someone advised. So out the
back door he went, with Norm and me close on his
hecls, not wanting to miss the show. We were so
full of admiration for a man so adept at his chosen
professton that it mnst have shown on our faces
because The Greatest Poacher In The World favored
us with special attention.

“See?™ he explained, holding his pet ferret up
to. one of his rabbits, “This’ll liven him up a hil,”
The ferret smatched at the rabbit’s throat with
needle-like tecth and hung on, shaking furiously,
“They’ll never let go once they got a hold on him?”,
he explamed. “The rabbit knows this and comes
running out of his kole when I poke my ferrel down

- q
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Felix ¢ o . , 0 over b ¢
have ave ter lowm . = L
which he ~d ean : ich.
Pr- DT SR -
itt. 1. 7 ada e o over t] Toad -

the rabbit comes ¢ ., T {
with a wide swipe. “And ~ do
I'riend of 1 =2 makes these n.” <1 * ot

Besides ™, he. winks, Wty L w oo
else’s propert . . eyou. o . 't
v 7 any T again " ¥
ro . e v Tr
e~ oy S | X
. ©omrwus. s L1 whirp 4, -
ing s ey ST L LT
your yo . | a ¥o a1 h
confide - ~ ' . IL... established a firm
friendshiy. s+ w e him leave, but The
Greatest Poac . ' Tn '[ae World had nore rabbits
> sell.  “And z.bbits aren’t all there is to hunt

around here ”, he said, * There’s ducks all over the
place but the best time to hnnt them is outl of
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season”, was his parting advice.

“Only a damn

fool would bunt them in season-—-ioo much competli-

tion ™.
shouted out the door,

1
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Just then Pat Barry, ex-Olympic swimmer

ST

Tho New Zesland wountrysidi  where Uit p.lots did

their hunting.
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“Hey, you Yanks:
meet the horse huuters.

Come back in Vere and
Here, you bl kes, = cso

fellows huat wild horses in the Spring'

It was here that Schwartz conld stax 11t 5 longer.
“Yeah”, | added, “We'll never bea . .21 ese
stories again, People back home - - e
believe us”. We started towards 1’ ;7 (.

reluctantly in onr wake.
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and flying crews assignec to the project.
BULLETIN feels that Capt. Smith’s story
reflects much of the spirit of that geodwill.

Avwessasen avas es e
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The highlight of the month was the removal of
the Hongkong offices from 751 Robinson Read and
the PRO office from 15 Kotewall Road to the Fyu-

bassy Court, Hysan Avenue......PRO took the lead
moying on Orlt 26 as had been in previous cases
when CAT offices were moving down from Shanghai
to Canton and from Canton to Hongkong. The

next day, Oct. 27, truckloads of desks and cabiuets

began to pour into the modern-designed offices and
in no time each department had its alloted space
~eatly arranged. The main cnirance, flanked by
;b2 executive offices which have large windows
sing the pavement, has an artistic look with big
ters * Civil Air Transport” above. The executive

. “ces on the ground floor to the left include Presi-
- n Whiting Willauer, C. E. Laguenx and E-VP J.
’ Brmmau while thosth the right are occupied by
‘» S. Willoughby and Marsh Stayner, VP A. T.
and Treasurer Bob Terhaar. On the two ex-

eme cnds of the hallway are the offices of W. C.
Donaldson and C. D. Brito, and Sunl Marias. Don
~s also an office at 208 Edinburgh House together

wth ‘ngweiler, Olive King and Diava
DO . s han Chu  who had heen ill for
sev. | . ‘ume pa.: to work again in the
2 ce. In tue center of the hallway
) pt'>n tc o near the main door is
1 sen ' ond e a is the Message Cevntc
wh ooy  nera . .airs (Andrew C -
Me Ks « .3 7w hile the secret
Hussain Rur . ot_ried, Bdie Barr ¢
Kay Chiang ' 1 s near the o ce-
of their respeel’,: ND has a separate
office next to ‘e 1 R...... The air-conditi. n .d
br ment *- :d by the Treasurer’s offici -
1.30. Ken - nmer zmd Td. Mitchell share a roam,

and Sam 1 d Henry Feng ecach have a

-room for tl v+ Others in the general rfflcc

Jinclude: © 7 7 ¢ "), Danny Yang .
"), Carr CH G I I' Chu (/L‘:ij"?") ¢.C
Yang (S| of A =), W. J. Chien .
: , urisl ' /s ] Rodrwues and
ST D has its dtﬂkn mon e
: floor near h: spiral staircase - thich 'a ls
»ythe ~ement. ! reaching the basemen. ~ue
will & "3 head .‘ng before he gets to 1is
Jesk. ¢ - w- - pread out that, one lay,
o o1 e dror of a sl _roomt -
. 1y T L Thet' "o 7.
nour o - o and 17 - Ce
Lo J7 7 T "l S
~ es: the, are G
DEC. .

Schildhauer and Bob Terhaar. Marsh Stayner took
off for Stateside via Tokyo for a short slay of three
weeks to attend to some official business...... The
happy date for Geoffrey A. Hardacre was set on
November 19th at St. Andrew’s Church, Kowloon,

where his murriage to the attractive bnde l\mma

Egginlon, was to take place. The 21-year-old nurse
-~hobby: horse-riding—hails from Coventry, -Eng-
land. She is expecied to arrive at Hongkong on
Nov. 16. It was her first aiv-trip and visit to the
¥ar East. Hardy, a Canadian, is now only 23 and
he was born in Harrogate, Yorkshire, England.
He told the BULLETIN that the placé of the
honeymoon was a top secret.

Pat' * . und H . Rumjalm io front of the new
offi
CAT 2 Lol . A,
- -eacockti y - -1 Ca - the
t ~« n'H Toen " L0 ~~leir  the
< nge. . .~ Sag. .0 dt.eor s
Idog, fce b - -t 7 s a well attend
thm th 150 g s
BT 'ﬂoftt"' -1
T el tr o,
o kek Jer service through
" ; . " ¢ 4th. CAT invited a party
D11 o »n  w ud UP correspondent Art
e T il ~  pany the maiden flight
trom LAl gkok where they slayed for one

weo .
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PILOT OF THE MONTH

ROBERT CHARLES SNODDY

From printer’s devil to CAT pilot is probably
the best way to describe the career of Captain
Robert C. Snoddy. In fact the company which
prints the CAT BULLETIN told Bob he could
have a job with them anytime he decided to come
down to earth.

Like many another CAT pilot Bob is a Pacific
veleran of world war II where he served as a Navy
Pilot with the 115th Bombing Squadron of the 7th
Fleet. This unit incidently was a B-24 outfit.

It all started when Bob decided to take np
flying in 1940 under
the Civilian Pilot Train-
ing program in his na-
tive state of Oregon.
While this training was
going on Bob found
himself in a defered
Selective Service status.
This lasted until 1942
when the pinch really
began to hurt so when
he got bucked back to
his draft board he fool-
ed them by hopping up
to Seattle and enlist-
ing in the Navy. With
his civilian flight train-
ing down on the record
it wasn’t long before
Bob was a Naval Avia-
tion Cadet off to Corpus
Christi, Texas to let the
Navy take up where the
CPT program left off.
After Corpus Christi
Bob was transfered to
Navigation School in
Hollywood, Florida.
When the Navy decided
that Ensign Snoddy had
learned all they could
teach him he found o
himself a part of the ’
115th Bombing Sqd. headed for the Pacific.

During 1943 and until November 1944 Bob
had a chance to see quite a bit of the Pacific. Bob
modestly admits to holding a Naval Air Medal with
four stars on its ribbon, a Purple Heart, several
battle stars and some other ‘lettuce’ not worth
mentioning. He is also credited with bringing down
two Japanese planes. The record also shows that
he participated in the Battles of New Guinea, The
Soloman Islands, New Georgin and about all the
rest of the slam-bangers that took place in the area
until the famed Battle of Suragao Straits which
pretty much finished off Japan’s Imperial Navy.
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CAT Captain Robert C. (Bob) Snoddy.
iR B BT

Belween scheduled hattles Bob flew anti-sub, anti-
shipping and recon patrols leading up to and
through the Invasion of Layte.

In November 1944 Bob along with his outfit
returned to the States for reassignment. He found
himself resssigned to a reorganized 115th and in
1945 the unit returned to the Pacific. It only got
as far as Hawaii when the Pacific War ended.
Bob remained in service until 1946 when he took
his discharge in Hawaii with the rank of Lt. {SG).

Bob was attending Oregon State University
majoring in aeronauti-
cal engineering when he
entered the service. So
after spending another
year in Hawaii flying co-
pilot for Hawaiian Air-
lines and Trans-Pacific
Airline he returned to
the States to go back to
college. While in Ha-
walii Bob ferried one of
CAT’s first planes from
Hawaii toChina in1947.

When he returned
he enrolled at the
University of Wasning-

ton to continue his
aeronautical engineer-
ing studies. In 1948

he joined CAT and suys
that as a pilot with the
World’s- Most - Shot - At
Airline he has been
shot at hut not hit.

Bob is a native of
Roseburg, Oregon where
he grew up and went to
school. While in High
School he worked as a
printer’s devil and still
maintains an inlerest 1n
the printing trade.

During his Navy
tour in Florida Bob and a very charming young
lady by the name of Charlotte Dillard who like Bob
hails from Roseburg decided that war or no war
they should get married so &s soon as it could be
arranged they were...in Miami.

Today the six foot one, thirty year old Bob and
Charlotte make their home in Tokyo where between
flights Bob indulges in his favorite hobbies...pix
taking and philately.

Lately Bob chalked up a first to his credit.
CAT recently sold one of itz CESSNAS to the
Tokyo Mainichi and Bob piloted it on its first
flight under the Mainichi colors.
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OUR HISTORY THEN...AND NOW

L. Michael Kandt, General Secretary and Chaplain, Air America Association

Many dictionaries define ‘history’ as the
branch of knowledge that records and ana-
lyzes past events. Yet understanding histo-
ry is also key to understanding the present,
and sometimes the future. That is why few
students should leave their school years
without several courses, or even years,
learning American and international history:
but few do. Many of us graduate with little
exposure to even our own history.

They have been shortchanged. They have
missed the joys of discovering the heroic,
fascinating, and at times unbelievable sto-
ries that comprise the history of our na-
tion. Soame of us engaged in these historic

evel < .gh our service to the coun-
try—: . ~ ~rted nosts without a full un-
d r.. 1 of the importance or historical
re- b al ioftt acts.

Two C-46 jets.

History is basically the diary of mankind,
and also of each of us. Some of the pages
in that diary include hidden events or ac-
tivities, kept from the public for various
intervals for national security reasons. So
early readings of the diary might mystify
us as to why certain actions were taken,
or others never mentioned, or quite made
sense. When these secrets are declassi-
fied and now shared, as happening today
at this conference, it presents a rare, im-
portant opportunity to amend or set right
a number of these historic events, espe-
cially those previously subject to misinter-
pretation. Actions take on new meanings,
and what seemed like confusing decisions
take on a clarity only available to those
who have reliable information. Fortunately,
with fresh evidence, all the myths or vindic-
tive counter-theories should return to the
ether from which they were cre-
ated. The newly released addi-
tions to the growing documentary
evidence provides surprises and
also gives us a chance to engage
in lively, honest analysis. We have
that chance again today.

I
|
‘.

A benefit of age is a growing un-
derstanding of the importance
of history, for we’'ve now lived
some of it. Even been a part of
significant events. Fellow Air
America members who served in
Asia in the period between 1946
to 1975—and our invited col-
leagues, guests, and members
of the public—if they did not al-
ready know, will leave this confer-
ence with a greater appreciation
for the importance of our efforts
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Left: Allen Pope. ,___,-. r’
Right; Ed Sims. !

abroad. While we can remember what we
witnessed, what we were told from eyewit-
ness accounts, and what consequence
those events presented to us personally
and to our nation’s interests, over the years
these memories faced different accounts
presented in the media. Some reported the
same facts which matched our own first-
hand experiences; unfortunately, we also
encountered others who claimed to pres-
ent facts but did not. Today, the real his-
tory of those days can be etched deeper
into the factual record, augmented by the
documents and personal accounts being
discussed, shown, and released this week.

The symposium focuses on one particular,
harrowing event in 1952. The background
leading up to it, and actions of those in-
volved, and the long-running saga of post-
action events, is living history in its most
unsettling and authentic form. It shows that
truth is indeed more compelling than fic-
tion. The documentary film we will see is
Extraordinary Fidelity. It presents a 1952
operation that captures the risk, bravery,
betrayal, privations, dedication, and con-
stancy of certain officers doing their jobs,
and what traits sustained them in this ap-
propriately titled film that hints at the guid-
ing principles.

The value of understanding the purpose
and consequences of this one ‘past event’
can be instructive to us all—a take-home
message, if you will—as we hear about
other historic events, and notice that some
are surrounded by versions of stories from

news or online outlets, based on rumors
and unnamed, gquestionable sources, with
little resting on trustworthy data. Good his-
torians know that rushing to judgment in
the absence of facts is a fool’s errand.

Extraordinary Fidelity might make one ask
*What inspires such selfless dedication and
risk-taking?” A recent YouTube segment
caught my eye and provides other exam-
ples. Jonna Doolittle Hoppes, the grand-
daughter of Jimmy Doolittle, was speaking
at a banquet of the Historical Flight Foun-
dation. She told of her father’s famous raid
on mainland Japan early in World War |l
Doolittle and the military planners knew
this strike would be, to put it gently, a ‘cal-
culated risk.” They also knew there would
be casualties, and success unlikely. Still,
the crewmen were not assigned but were
volunteers, well-trained, and strongly mo-
tivated by Col. Doolittle himself. Multitudes
of historians have written about the attack
and aftermath. Most describing it as a great
victory. An event which gave the American
public a needed boost in morale at an im-
portant moment for our Pacific Forces af-
ter weeks of bad news. A few opined that
the cost in lives and material for such a
relatively insignificant military outcome was
not worth the effort. However the raid did
something intangible yet crucial in war—it
showed the world the U.S. determination
to fearlessly engage and defeat the ene-
my—despite any risk or bad odds.

In this short video segment, the gracious
Ms, Doolittle Hoppes captured the brav-
ery and honor of her father, and also of his
crew, and movingly explained wny we all
recognize them as the war heroes they are.

In the McDermatt library at the University
of Texas at Dallas, the Doolittle archives
share the History of Aviation collection with
the archives of Civil Air Transport [CAT] and
Air America [AAm]. Included in the Doolittle
exhibit is the only Medal of Honor awarded
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Jimmy Doolittle which he accepted on be-
half of all his crew.

Why do | mention the Doolittle mission”? Be-
cause in November of 1952, another opera-
tion was being planned that also was facing
a grave calculated risk. It was deemed suf-
ficiently important that the unfortunate high
level of danger did not diminish the need to
move the operation ahead. And, unlike Doo-
little and his crews, this operation required
it be conducted as Top Secret. That meant
Nno public praise for success, and possible
anonymous oblivion for failure. Few opera-
tions face higher risks and offer so little to a
crew heading off on the mission.

Pilots Robert C. Snoddy and Norman A.
Schwartz had challenged the fates before
and survived, and were ready to roll the
dice again. The two young ‘customers’ who
comprised the crew of equipment techni-
cians also were aware of the dangers, but
chose to do the job. Brave, dedicated vol-
unteers were they all.

But this was no spy novel. Betrayal and
treachery doomed the mission. It took the
lives of the brave CAT crew. And the (. 3-
tomers—John T. ‘Jack’ Downey and R
ard G. Fecteau—were considered lost, »
well. Only after years of being deemed v
ing In Action [MIA] but presumed dead, ¢
the Chinese government announce that both
men had been captured and incarcerated in
China. One could only imagine—or perhaps,
better not to—the treatment they endured all
those years. As we learn from the docun -
tary, the Chinese eventually released both of
them, decades after that 1952 flight when
they vanished into the unknown.

In his book One Day Too Long: Top Sec. *
Site 85 and the Bombing of North Viet-

nam,’ Historian Timothy N. Castle writes:
“Those who are prepared to forfeit their
lives should have no doubt that in the event
of their death or capture their famities will
be treated with compassion and respect.”

And so we are here in Dayton, Ohio, almost
60 years later, to witness how the sacred
bond Castle describes was, in fact, faithful-
ly honored, and actions taken that upheld
the trust and hopes of the fallen. These
acts give comfort to those officers today,
who are taking many similar risks on behalf
of us all, in an era of unprecedented vio-
lerice and asymmetric warfare.

For those who take these risks, they ask
for no medals of honor—given or ex-
pected. Stars on a wall will suffice. But
the greatest comfort is the expectation of
compassion, respect, and loyalty for their
families who might be left behind. It is this
last concern that occupies thoughts dur-
ing those perilous final moments when
their own lives are out-of-control and rest
in the hands of providence.

' Timothy N. Castle, One Day Too Long: Top Secret Site 85 and the Bombing ¢

Columbia University Press, 1999.
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From China Pilot: Flying for Chiang and
Chennault During the Cold War,? author
Felix Smith writes: “Flying the Hump had
put me in awe of Mother Natures’ feroc-
ity, but her wildest phenomenon is benign
compared to human cruelties. And during
our brutalities we’re tantalized by exhibi-
tion of nobility that flash, in those dark
hours, like summer lightning.”

THE INVENTION OF AIR AMERICA

Also little-known or well understood out-
side of a few aviation historians are those
early 1950s when CAT became an arm of
the fledgling Central Intelligence Agency, to
assist with covert operations. Nor did many
realize CAT played a role in the creation of
Air America.

Using CAT facilities, in 1959 the CIA orga-
nized another airline to be used for covert
missions. It was known as Air America.
This carrier was to fulfill the more clan-
destine flight operations, particularly in
Southeast Asia [SEA]. Air America ob-

tained both fixed-wing and rotor-wing
aircraft more appropriate to the mission
and terrain. The history of this group,
based on material available at the time,
has appeared in numerous books and ar-
ticles published by responsible historians,
careful in their sourcing, using well-doc-
umented facts. Unfortunately, there were
others—historians, writers, journalists,
and movie directors—more interested in
sensationalism, book and movie sales,
and the attention that comes from expo-
sés. Unencumbered by facts, they built
pseudo-histories out of innuendo, rumor,
gossip, and underpinned on occasion by
malicious intent, skewing the record and
honor of those who had served in covert
operations. Because of remai...ng classi-
fied aspects of the programs at tr " time,
it left a vacuum and little fe . f their fic-
tions being countered by the e, &
these bogus histories fer ~
panded—taking root a~ 1. N
the public. In more recer’ yea . n
arrived from several devmassilivauun ieg-
leases which proved the rumormongers,
dodgy scholars, and writers wrong.

ov-

These latter ‘scholars’ have sought—wit-
tingly or not—to distort Air America’s role in
providing U.S. government aviation support
in SEA. Alfred W. McCoy in his book The Pol-
itics of Heroin: CIA Complicity in the Global
Drug Trade, Afghanistan, Southeast Asia,
Central America® is one extraordinary exam-
ple of a young graduate student coming to
Laos with a pet theory and agenda, cherry-
picking whatever stories could be goosed-
up to support an already preselected finding
and conclusion. And most of it wrong but
ideal for one seeking to create a firestorm of
public interest, book sales, interviews, and

3 Alfred W. McCoy, Cathleen B. Read, Leanard P. Adams ||, The Folitics of Heroin: CIA Complicity in the Global
Drug Trade, Afghanistan, Southeast Asia, Central America, New York, NY: Harper Row, 1972.
2 Felix Smith, China Pilot: Flying for Chiang and Chennault During the Cold War, Washington, DC: Brassey'’s,

1995.
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misplaced outrage. It also influenced a mov-
twisting it from fact into fiction.

Another writer who wrote perhaps the
i ost well-known history of Air America
vic o Christopher Robbins. In the book
¢+ v America: From WWII to Vietnam. The
L »losive True Story of the CIA’s Secret
+~n..ne,* Robbins told a honest story, with
many anecdotes elicited from frank talks
with pilots, occasionally conducted in bars
in Vientiane and Bangkok. Many of those
boozy tales may have been only loosely
accurate. Robbins writes in the prologue
to his revised edition of Air America:

“In many ways, the secret world of Air
America depicted here has come to
seem as remote as the battles of the
ancients. But it should not be allowed
to be forgotten. In the circumstances,
and until a more comprehensive book
comes along, it is a privilege to bring
h “aues of this band of brave men
.tadel ., in the certain knowl-
na t 1t a chronicle of genuine cour-
aye e rtruly de 8.

Unfortunatr™* '~ n  >d decided to use
Mr. Robbins «..~ ne = - it Air America and
developed, | ¢d >1 and distributed a
1990 film Air 7 . ¢\.. h Mel Gibson and
Robert Do /rey Jr. The fim was an impres-
sive flop, ¢~ ..1 *7m a supposed distorted,

fictional > - g plot, into one that
was a we ~~ Wsing buddy-action-
comedy * ., T- -+ . restedinreac ng
Rob*'ns’ e s ' of the misbeg(
fi . bas.d book should turn to ..

“a o fou ‘eer. ‘Air America, the Movie.”

) ~ ~ on Air America ha

Left: Paul Holden.
Right: Wallace Buford.

it tells all any intelligent truth-seeker needs
to know about the film, Hollywood as his-
torians, and how paranoid the film industry
can be [could it be their fondness for co-
caine?]. Thanks again Mr. Robbins.

Historian Don A. Schanche wrote about
“The Adventures of a Peaceful Man in a
Small War” in Mister Pop® a well-written
biography of Edgar ‘Pop’ Buell a gentle
Indiana farmer. Everyone who ever landed
at Sam Thong (LS20) be it by Helio, Por-
ter, Caribou, or if you were very brave in a
C-128, knew ‘Pop’ Buell.

Everyone in Lao knew him or of him, in-
cluding the enemy who offered a high re-
ward for his capture. His great work with
the Lao Hmong was deeply respected. In
the preface of Schanche's book, author
John Steinbeck, in Laos at the time, wrote:

“I think Pon is an example of how

the a " 3 were born and pre-
served in =~ .inds and graven im-
¢35 of peopl- « Il over the world. Re-

emb © +yinvariable goes—in

o'“en 1 nes the people did not live

“tinns. They are: Air America (Corgi,

980 - Yy y Ofthe CiA's Sec: £, S, ' Y i Air America: From WWIl to
B Loyofthe Cids  cr. % . - o 5, 1988); Alr America: The True
sM . - Fliersin Cover nsfi. 7Presv  ~ - tu Present Day Nicaragua (Jan
. e - ed ed tic ~ vanuary 1991);, . ita n Worn ,  itnam (Paperback - 2003).
“A.Scha ~ - ,fister' ! The Adventures . a. « o in " ar—The Inside Story of the
A v ementinl: - New York: David McKay, 1970.
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well as they do now and they prac-
ticed abominations.

Then a stranger appeared and he
taught us to use the plow and how to
sow and how to harvest. He brought
us writing so we could keep records.
And he gave us healing medicines to
make us healthy, and he gave us pride
so we would not be afraid and, when
we had learned these things, he went
away. He was translated. That is his
figure there, carved in limestone.

Well, | don’t think Pop is likely to be tak-
en up in a sweet chariot even if he had
the time or the inclination, but that an-
cient story is Pop Buell's story. Whether
you believe it or not, there are still gi-
ants in the earth.”

—John Steinbeck, Laos, April 1967

Pop was not a historian, had little concern
over what was said or written about him;
however, his right-hand man of many years
was a Lao former Buddhist Monk, Thong-
sar Boupha, with different sensitivities and
an understanding that bad history needs to
be countered with the truth—sooner than
later. While Boupha may not have been a
historian either, he was a philosopher and
poet. Schanche recorded some of Thong-
sar’s philosophic understandings about
Buell and others, at the beginning of each
chapter of his book.

Thongsar's writings might inspire current
historians:

As my Lord Buddha said, “the maore you
know the more you do right; the more
you understand well, the more you can
give and explain much to others; the
more you practice, the more you get
the experience in your knowledge.”

— The Letters of Thongsar Boupha

And this gem:

Telling the truth; the truth never die,
never be rotten, never be broken and
never spoil your feelings and thinkings,
but the truth makes you believe and fin-
ish in what you are wishing and inter-
esting to do.

— From Answering and Telling Generally
Questions by Thongsar Boupha

In his own way he has captured the essence
of what is conveyed in the biblical quote on
the entrance hall of the modern CIA:

And ye shall know the truth, and the
truth shall make you free.

- John 8/32, King James Bible

The story of Pop Buell is an essential part of
the history of Air America. It was because
of this man and many others, that the peo-
ple of Air America felt that what was be-
ing accomplished for our U.S. Government
customers as well as the Lao people was
important and worth the effort. Rilots and
mechanics recognized that they could go
back to the U.S. and get far better paying
jobs with several air carriers, and avoid the
danger and hostile flying conditions. Some
made that choice, but the majority stayed
and flew for guys like Pop and the other
respected customers many knew only by
their radio call signs.

Flying in Vietham was quite different for
the Air America crews, primarily because
of the navigation facilities and the abun-
dance of airfields throughout the four mili-
tary regions. Also because of the military
flight operations in-country, there were
more assets for Search and Rescue and
cover fire in certain areas were available.
Nonetheless, Air America aircraft were
subject to the same hazardous weather
phenomena and the same potential for
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ground fire, even shoulder-fired heat-
seeking missiles.

Lao operations in the north and south
provided its own somewhat different set
of challenges. Historians have recorded a
thousand stories from a multitude of differ-
ent perspectives to detail what certainly is
among the most unusual aviation activity
ever known.

| thought it would be interesting to know
how some Air America passengers might
contribute to this history. Once again from
the wise and observant Lao philosopher
Thongsar Boupha:

Where is our office? On the high fearful
air. We are working on the air because
when we got a ride in the planes, from
the first start of the plane’s take-off
and until the plane lands down on the
ground, | myself always fixed out and
think much about the dangerous moun-
tains and valleys that how | could get
out from the planes when the planes
are bad shot and cracked down.

Sometimes | and Tan Pop and the
other fellows have been got a shot
and bad hit right to the center of
our plane, or sometimes the bullet
did hit our plane behind our seat,
in front and back, by the group of
enemies; but we said that the en-
emies did play a big trick, and we
always said Bopinyan (no matter,

never mind), because everything

in this world is a possible, there

will be nothing to be the act per-

manent, excepted our goodness,

kindness, gratefulness and sin-

cerity at this present only.

I b

~ From Answering and Telling
Generally Questions by Thong-
sar Boupha

Much of this history—the telling of these
extraordinary events—of CAT and Air
America centers on the pilots and flight
crews. To me, this is as it should be. These
are the folks who took the greatest risks,
and would have paid—or did pay—the
ultimate price, and deserve the highest
level of recognition. Those of us who ‘flew
desks,” counted beans, bent wrenches,
ordered-and stocked parts before they
were needed, and even provided the cold
beer and clean sheets the crews needed
to be ready for the many days spent fac-
ing unfriendly skies, are comfortable with
the reflected recognition from those doing
the main mission up in the sky. This, too,
is as it should be. But was the recognition
and appreciation as fleeting as it sounds?
Even more important to any flight crew, as
mentioned before, is the love and support
of their families. Too often, the stark lives
that befell the wives and children of lost pi-
lot or crew only came fleetingly before us
when their husbands first were lost. Their
stories and own struggles to move on, in
later years, sometimes has been forgotten.
But not by us.

The Air America Association was never
meant to be a support group. But the or-

|

Wells, Snoddy, and Hughes.
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ganization has a profound soul and sacred
mission that drives us to keep track of the
families, invite them to reunions, and cele-
brate the memory of those who have gone
before. It is a way of paying respect and
reminding all that we have never forgot-
ten their sacrifices, just as we now will not
forget the sacrifices of Snoddy, Schwartz,
Downey and Fecteau from Extraordinary
Fidelity. As we grow older, these relation-
ships, and our shared roles
in history, become more im-
portant than ever.

As Chaplain of the associa-

tion, it might seem appro-

priate that | close this article

with some religious referenc-

es. But | do not think prayer

or poetry appropriate during

the short reunion memorial
services. Rather, | urge each
person, during a moment of
silence, provide their own re-
ligious perspective and pay
homage to all those who sac-
rificed from the beginning, up
to this most recent list of those
who have passed on. And their
families. We owe them that,
and so much more.

Recorded history of those war years is
still being studied. Some historians have
provided very different analyses about
these events. Mark Moyar in his book Tri-
umph Forsaken: The Vietnam War, 1954
-1965° is an example. As is From Enemy
to Friend: A North Vietnamese Perspec-
tive on the War by Bui Tin.” | recommend
both. Much is being revised in light of
more intelligent and truthful consider-

ation. It is worthwhile to keep up with the
current writings, for most of you will feel
better from these newer accounts, about
why we were involved in what was an im-
portant, righteous, meaningful endeavor
to help our fellow humans keep and main-
tain their freedoms. Little human activity
is better than that. Ask anyone who sud-
denly gains freedom. Just a thought.

in, o QUERT
Tom R"*hu-g 2
Service, 3
"":fﬁh',”' for b, arfm Navy
LTI 1083 ang
*.“”6’;”"-’-’5»"&“4 ;
€

& Mark Moyar, Triumph Forsaken: The Vietnam War, 1954 -1965, New York, NY: Cambridge University Press,
2006.
" BuiTin, From Enemy to Friend: A North Vietnamese Perspective on the War, Annapolis, Md: US Naval Institute
Press, 2002.
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= DO/A Rogistry

HR70-14

: SEGRET File & Zmeecee

DD/A 7 SS Exocutive Registry

9 October 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence

SUBJECT ¢ Air America, Incorporated

SHL:

1. Mr. Blake asked me to advise you of the following
information. Air America, Incorporated has received an
offer of $3,850,000 from an aircraft broker, OMNI Aircraft,
for all of its aircraft and parts. There are 24 aircraft
involved--three Caribous, one Twin Otter, two C-46's, eight
Volpars, nine Bell Helicopter 204's, and one Bell Helicopter
205--with a company book value of $763,000. The aircraft
parts have a book value of $2,268,000 for a total book value
of aircraft and parts of $3,031,000. Air America, Inc.
estimates the value of aircraft and parts to be between 3.7
and 4.1 million dollars. OMNI Aircraft is a reputable firm
with a good credit rating and Air America, Inc. has done
business with it before.

2. According to Mr. John Warner, such a sale is
legally permissible. We think it is in the best interest of
the U.S. Government and Air America, Inc. to complete the
sale for the following reasons:

a. It is a quick disposal of the
remainder of the company flying assets.

b. Funds from such a sale are
required ta maat+ pending claims against

-

Air [ ica, 1u,
- The le is an extension of
our pr.o: actin. in selling aircraft and
parts .~ - 1plete that phase of the
dissc - -0L" I8,
IAPPROVED FOR R.Z.EASE
[IDATE: 04-May-2009 Ay &4V

SECRET—
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d. We believe the price is acceptable.

3. Unless you disagree, we plan to take the following
action:

a., Obtain an independent evaluation from
| ]a recognized expert in
the aircraft field.

ve ~
b. Arrange toqbrief the Oversight Com-
mittees in the Senate Aand House on the trans-
action.

c. Arrange to brief the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget and the General Services Administra-
on our intention in this matter.

d. Be prepared to discuss the matter with
the General Accounting Office, if so requested by
the Oversight Committees.

e. Mr. Paul Velte will discuss the offer
with OMNI Aircraft so as to keep the offer open
and to refine the terms of the sale.

Air Advisor, DD/A

Distribution:
Original - DCI
1 - DDCI
1 - ER
1 - General Counsel
1 - Legislative Counsel

/
lb/k 710

2
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'DATE: NOVGmb_é‘T 6, 1946 : -, \.—
FROM: COl. R. H. Wiﬂe, Shmgm »
To. idrs. R. He Wise, 73 Wostcétt. Road, P:J_jést;oh., How Jersey
- lag < Bl T . 2
METHOD: Decred c“. ' e }5 y
. :
DO YOU OR SYKES KNOW SOMEBODY TO LEND ME FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS IMMEDIATELY
OR AS MUCH THEREOF AS POSSIBLE WITHOUT SECURITY BUT ON MY JUDGMENT AN BELIEF
THAT THEY WILL 3E REPAID SEVENTY FIVE TBOUSAND WITHIN EIGHTEEN MONTEHS.
THAT IS THIRTY THREE PERCENT INTEREST AND A PROFIT WORTH TAKING A CHANCE TO
MAKE, PLEASE CABLE LOVE '
RICK
\
APPROVED
FOR RELEASE!
DATE:
29-Sep-2009 |

LN
"

ot

o Eonte & - ag 2 Whe etrhp e R SACRIFICE AtquﬁﬁgN
. : e N s n e e F ; e 2 .




 CONFIRMATION .

- L TR oF 2
PATE: = Novesmber 13”?"1946 . CPa u—Q/Q
FROM: & Mrs. R H Wise, >

TO: Col. Wise, Shanghai, China

METHOD: DLT . ;%

SORRY DISAPPOIRT YOU DONT HAVE MONEY AVAILABLE INVESTMENT NOR KNOW AKYONE
SUGGEST THIS STOP STRONGLY ADVISE YOU NOT INVEST NEW YORK FUNDS UNTIL

LETTERS GIVING DE‘IAILS YOUR FINANCES REACH YOU GOOD LUCK LOVE ROTHER

APPROVED FOR RELEASE |
DATE: 17-Dec-2009

CLVIL AIR TRANSPORT AIR. AM{.&QA AND THE CIA
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THE FORE;GHHEERVICE
REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES

Embassy of the Philippines
Saigon

12 May 1975

The President
Air America, Inc.
1725 K. St. Northwest
Washington, D.C. 20006, U.S.A.

I U -

I take great pleasure in commending the outstanding
cooperation extended by the Filipino personnel of your
Saigon Office shown in the enclosed list to the undersigned
and the members of the Philippine Zmbassy Evacuation
Team which made the evacuation of the over 1,200 Filipino
nationals and their dependents from Vung Tau, South
Vietnam possible. The said Filipinos continuously flew
their helicopters over the evacuatiol: camps for several
days to see that everything is alright with the evacuees
and they finally offered the use of their helicopters
in airlifting around 500 evacuees from the evacuation
camp to the "RPS MISAMIS ORIENTAL" when the evacuation
team encountered extreme difficulties with the local
officials of Vung Tau.

Particular mention is made of the Chief Pilot of
Air America who unselfishly offered his services to the
evaguation team in supervising the airlift.

Very truly yours,

Enclosure:
As stated
APPROVED FOR
RELEASE(Q DATE:

21-Oct-2009
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AIR AMERICA PILOT

Assumption:

UH- 34 Helicopter pilot, 2 year's service with Air America, flying
90 hours per month for 11 months with one month in leave status, stationed
in Udorn, all flying performed in daylight, no deadhead flying:

Basic pay - $2,005.20
Project pay - 1,123.88
Station allowance - 230.00
Longevity = 77.40 ;

$3, 436.48 per month or $39, 998.88 per year (5

Fringe Benefits

Travel and transportation (1)

Reduced travel fares on leave

Dependent schooling allowance (2)

Life insurance (3)

Hospitalization insurance (4)

Retirement plan (full vestiture after 15 years of service)

(1) One free (reduced fare) round trip per year for self & family to home
of record in U.S.

(2) Up to 75% or $1500 per year

(3) $25, 000 at no cost to pilot

(4) Company provided for pilot only

(5) Includes vacation period pay - average of previous 11 month's base pay,
plus longevity and 1/2 of one month's station allowance

PPROVED FOR
RELEASED DATE:
24-Sep-2009 18 ceg 1011
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3 LEC:[‘ED OCUMENTS FRO‘M THE AIR AMERICA
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O
l JOHN F. KENNEDRY COMMITTEES:

#1TH DigT., MASSACHUSETTE EDUCATION AND LABOR
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Congress of the Wnited States '
Thouse of Representatives 5 o
Sashington, B. €. f
January 16, 1952 5

Mr. C. Joseph Hosbert
Director of Operations
Civil Air Transport
Tajpei, Formosa

Dear Mr. Hosbert:

This is just a note to let you know that I am most
grateful to you for your kindness and cooperation
extended to me, and to my sister and brother when
we were recently in the Far East.

I know that, without your interventien, 1t would
_ have been most difficult for us to have obtained a
| | plans. For that reason, and becauss you were so
| willing to lend a helping hand, we are all most
g - appreciative.

With kindest personal regards, I am,

Sincerely,

i Lok B

AAM«?,M /{“-Zs
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