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PORTSMOUTH. NEW HAMPSHIRE 03601 

Captain TN Castle 
U.S. Air Force Academy 
Dept of Asian History 
Colorarlo Springs, Co 80840 

Dear Captain Castle, 

April 29, 1988 

Air America had an excellant communication system throu~ht. CAS and 
Bird & Sons used the network as well hut I don't know what arrangements 
w-ere made between the compnn i es , 1. f any . 

All the pilots were requirerl to call in on HF frequency 8765 once 
per hour with a call sign followed hy_"OJ?eration~ Normal" a~d poss­
ibly a position report . If the call d1dn t come 1n from a p1lot then 
everyone would start calling on the radio after maybe thirty minutes. 

I can recall one day being in the far northern part of Laos north 
of Luang Prabang (L54) and hearin~ a faint Mayday on my HF 8765. I 
wasn't sure if it truly was a r-laybe and I called it into Vientiane 
(V-08) with that explanation. It didn't take very long for AA opera­
tions in Vientiane to know that an H34 hadn't callled in. They knew 
where he was working north of the PDJ so I flew there immediately and 
found the crew on the side of a mountain after a safe autorotation. 
Another H-34 soon came to the sight and all was well. I was in a Dornie 
or Pioneer. 

Air America had radio stations manned by Taiwanese radio operaters 
who spoke goorl english. They were located at Udorn , Vientiane, 
Ban Houie Sai (home of Dr Dooley's hospital), Luang Prabang , Sam Tong, 
Paksane, Thaket, Savanaket and Pakse. Each station had HF and VHF 
capability 8765 and 119.1 ... I think we all had a secondary HF freq­
uency we used something like 5542 but I'm not too clear on that .• 
Sam Tong is the village just over the ridge to the north from Long 
Tieng. I beleive the station was moved onto the ridg e line between 
Sam Tong and Long Tieng for improved line of sight VHF communication 
and it was called Skyline station but you best match that with other 
information you get. I also think there was a station at Sayaboury. 
I have enclosed maps for your use . 

Also, Air Am erica Bangkok was on the HF net and I think they had 
119.1 also. 

The Air America crews used to call in to the stations out & off times 
and on & in times. I think at the end of each day the radio operators 
sent that info in to VTE or UDN for maintenance purposes . Then the 
times might have been sent to TPE or Tainan .. 

603-431-5516 




