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I~:i.qht id. t.he end 0·1' Wor·ld War II my par'ent.s bouqht. m~~ my ·fj.rst 

I can't. beqin t.o t.ell you how import.ant t.hat. out.fit 

W8~; to me .. 

Navy bltAes at the time, ar\d I was immensely proud of him .. 

family phot.o port.rait. As I qaze now int.o t.he brown-t.int.ed 

:i.m;. ... qf·~~:; Pt··(.;)t:H:-~r-vf.·~d now n(~~(,:'rly hali: (':\ century, I see an innoc€~nt 

s:i.x····y(·~(·:'I'·····ol(:1 ~:;t(·:\ndj.n(J b(-?twf.·~f.o~n Ott I" pat"f~nt$.. 1"'I(:)m aJ'td Df.'.\d st.ill had 

colc)r in their hair back then; I am sad to report that without 

th(·;.~ pJ')otO!E I c~':'n't I··f.·~m(·?mb(·:·~r· thE-m (·:~X<::f.o~pt w:ith shadf.·~s c)'f (.~rf.~y or' 

~:;.i J V{-?Ir
" My pride :in that sailor suit seems apparent as I search 

that yOllng face" Behind me, my six elder brothers and sisters 

starld, arranged in descending order of heigtlt from the center .. 

w(.:~ 1A1(':'~I"(':'~!1 I (,:JU('::'SS!I a Vf:~I"'y typical Amer'ic(':\f\ 1:.;:unily .. I><':\d h(':\(;1 

qt,ne away t.o th(,~ Anny r·:i.(;)ht ,,\to thE~ (;·~nd 0·1' Wc,.·lcl Wal'· I; h,,\d hc\rdly 

I"(-?(:~ c: h(~cI 1:,1')(,:-:- c(':uop tA,lh(~n t. h(~,~ AI"rn:i.~:;. t:i, <::f:-:- t h<':\ t f:,~nded t 1'1<-:-:- /I lJ..lar- tC) En d 

All War'~:;" was sic,:Jnf;:td.. By thf:-:- t:i.inf:-? Am(,~r':i,c:.a f.-~nt.el"f:1d t.he Second 

WOI"ld lJ..lal"!, h:i,s 'f:amily had <,:JI"(JWn to ~:;(,:,~v(,:-?n chilcl,rfN'l!, <,:\nd hf.~tI lil':,(~.;o 

mil:I,ions of other Americans, had st.ruggled almightily to provide 

'fen' l:\ll o'f us thl"ouqhout. thf:.;o h';;\I"'!:1h (:h-:'~PI"(~s~:;:i,on y(~(·:\I'·~:;.. IYly p(·:\t"(~·~nts!, 

l:i.k.(·:·~ most 01: t.h{':\t qenf:'~r'(':\t.:i.on!, rl(~.;ov(,:.;ol" 'f()r·~JDt. th(,~ Df;.:tpl"f~s~:;:i,on; th€-?y 

lived frugally 'for t.he rest of their livesunnand provided as best 

Dad lost tlis job ear'ly on in the Depress~on, 

and th(,:,~ ·f{·un:i.ly lC)~:;t. Ott I" hDflH·:.;o .... ·· .. t.h.;:\t. W(':\~5 not unC(Jmmon th(~.;on.. But. 

the luxury of bankrupt.cy and the absolution of debt.s was alien t.o 



war· h·od 1 <:)nCj and h'H·d ·f'<:w m,\\ny }'f>!,'""" t.<J n?p<'y ,. :1.:1. of h:l s df.~b t. s" 

lb~t was the American way back therl, and I pr'ay we will someday 

~11 regain that value" 

KOI"f~a!, bl"othf:O)F nUmb(01" two Wi:\S rH?~':\I"in~J ~:H~r'vic(0 1:tg(o?!1 and ~Jot. a 

comm:i.~:;H:i.on in the·? AI"my .. IYltu::h to my ptTtl'"'en't.fd. n ... :~l:i.f?·f!, I SH.ls>pect.!1 he 

wf.mt :i.nto m:nc at cc)lleCjfo" and l",tEW !;(?rvE!d in Gf.~I'·m,;'ny. 

FC)F myself, there had never been any doubt: ever since I put 

on that sailor Sllit at age five, there had been no other career 

opt:i.on" I would go to sean And twelve hours after graduating 

from high school" I t.ook the oath" and was promptly packed off t.o 

boc)'l', camp II Brother' nLtmber three, two years older" than me, was in 

no hurl"Y;: h(~~ .:io:i.rH:~~cl th(·:~ AI"my two Y(':~i:H"m. ~":\·ft{·:·~r· I got. my 1:i,"st r(·:,~al 

~;a :i. 1 0 "" ~~u :i. t" 

military careers" When Ameri<:a be<:ame involved in Vietnam, we 

ser'ved ttlere~ alter"nately, f(Jr fOllr years.. Aside fr'om the 

demarlds c·t service, we both had young families, and, I mus·t 

C:c)I'1'f(~~ss!, thf.·~ If::ott0~1'"S hom(~·~ to lyi<JfO ~·:'nr.l 1).:\<:1 W€-~J"(~~ nowtl(o:'~I"€~ n€·~al" as 

fr'equerlt as they shoLll(j have t)een" 

I t lJJa~;;n I t un t:i.l mOI"<·:~ Y(':~-i:U"s had p(';'~:;s(~~cI that :i. t occurr·(.;.~d to m(·~ 

that ~lthoLlgh my t)F()ther' an(j I had gone ttlFOUgh some trial and 

tribulation" my parents (Dad had been born :i.n 1898; Mom in 1908) 



had~ in their later years gone through four full years of worry 

aboLlt LlS n "'he casLlalties of the Vietnam War were more than just 

those who fotAght an(j died~ or were WOLtnded there» 

ever'Y spouse~ every child of Americans serving in Vietnam paid a 

p r :i. C(';' II 

lAJh(·:~n l)-i:\<:! p~·:"!.ssf. ... \(:1 ~':\way in thE-:r m:i.cI--:l.970s~ I r·u~:;tl(·:~d hOlll(o:~ 'fr()m 

s'~"vi c,,~ I~:i" th '''ATO in Italy" <~nd my br"ot.her" "f'''w" s;f.~ryi c(~ on the) 

island of Kwajalein .. In microcosm, we represented~ I guess, the 

br{~,~~·:\dt.h (;)'f Af1l(·~I"':i.C:-i:\. '!5 ·fi:\I··· .. ··f:I unC;J comlllit.IO(·:~nt~:~" And :i.n 'failing to bf:~ 

by 0\.\1" 'f ~':\ t hf?r' 's; si dE', I bel :i. (~~Vf:~ tor.)!l W€~ ~:;omf.'?how repl··€·~sen t€~d 'Sj.C)l]l(~~ 

!:~m~':\ll pal,·t o'f th(.;.~ ~;;:\cl'·i1:ic(~·~ Amel"ici:\ 's ser·vic(.;.:-mf.~n and women had 

(~uietly made over marlY decaclesn 

Dad after a :long str'uggle with carl eel"; they r'ast together on a 

tlil:Lsicle not 'l:ar fr(;)m the De:Laware-R:iYer' in Pennsylyania .. 

S()mewtleIP 8 al()11g the li.ne, alm()s·t without me noticing, we have 

bec:c)me ttle c)ldel r generation, and my children, I suspect, wOltld 

hav(~~ (':1.1'1 (.;.~qu~':\11y h<':u"d t:i.flH0 1··f:·~fIlf.~mbet'·:i.ng nl(~·~ without c.:jl'·(';':-Y h~':\:i.I'· .. 

I ~;et aside my real sailor suit ---"which I had worn for over 

twel'lty year's-'- il1 197~3, and spend my time now teaching your 

chj.l.dr'en an(j graI1dctlj.J.dren.. My prirlcipal ·tc)pic is Arnericarl 

militAry hist.ory" And I am thrilled still to recount for the~ t.he 

I toust c(Jnfess, though, 

that I Am politically incorrect. 



when I see the Stars & S'tripes stirred by tt}e West Texas breeze; 

and I n€~V(':'~I" mu't='f(';H" 'f:ol" <':l m~::~cond th(·? c:(;)nC({~I'Tl {yf tni:\ny lil:)(.;?l"i:\l 

acaclemics tt}at our tJr\ited States, blessed by God, might not be 

the greatest nation on this ear'tbn 

And (-:~v(':-?I"y ntH'" i:\nd a<.F:d.n I t'·(.;?r.:e:i,vt\~ c':\ r~,=,rE;~ r'~:.;owt:,\I'·d Whf?n I s€-?e 

the light o'f understan(jing irl the eyes of one of my students; 

IAlh(·:~n I "·(,:·~al:i.zf? that. :i.~:~ ~:;(;)tn({~\ uni:~,=,·t,hc)lnabl€.;o w~':\y I h~,:\vf.-~ manag€-?d 

~:~uC:C(,:.;o~:;s'fully to c:onv({,~y to .:iu~:;t. one or two 0'1: thi:'t. 1'·(-2'tn(':,,..· k<,:,bl (.:.;0 

YOt,trlg generation I face each day, some small aspect of Ameri(:a's 

I would l:i.k(~ t<J sh".· w:i. th you my pl'·i.df? 

and confiderlce in tt}e young men and women who appear irl my 

c: l';:\~:;'~:;f:.;o~:;;: :i. 'f th(·:,~y i:\ I"'{~' 1'·(·:·~PI'·(·~~~!;.(·:.;on tc':\ t :i. V(,:-? o'f the.;? Arn(.;?," :i. c:c:\n gf..;on(·:~ra t :i.fJIl 

ClllrY'ently matllril1g, we have nothing to worr'y aboutn 

strong, and bright, an(j of an inq\Airing mind .. In their hands our 

genelratj,on will be safe and seCltre when finally we set aside our 

bUI'·d(·::on" God bless the youth of this nation! 


