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SHIP'S HISTORY 

u. S. S. FRANK E. EVANS (00·754) 

'One of many similar hull. laid down during the middle of World War II. the U.S.S. Frank E. Evans is a 2200 ton 
.hort hull de.troyer. one of the Navy'. newest in a long lin. of v •••• I •• temming from the fast, light, heavily gunned 
shipe coneeived in the late 19th Century as iltol"pedo boat destroyers", Like othP.T modern destroyers, the Evans i.e 
equipped to R.ttack and destroy submarines, aircraft, and surface ships yt'"ith equal eaBe u~d deadliness. 

The Eva.ns flJ named" (or"""'Bngadier"'Ceneral Fra.n.~ E. Evans (187Q·l~41' 01 t.he U.I:I. Marine Corpa. lient!l'ui .t.,:VtlUti 

served as an enlisted Marine in the Spanl.h·American War and a. an officer in the Philippine In.urrectlon of 1903 as 
well as in World War I. General Evans, an otten-decorated fighting mnn. wus awarded the Navy Crose for exceptionally 
mel'itol'ioU8 and distinguish,ed service. The Genernl's wife now live!! in Luke Char!es, Louisiana, 

The General'. name •• k. was built by the Bethlehem Steel Company, and wa. commi •• loned on 3 Februal'Y 1~4~. 
She took her shakodown cruise and original training In the Cuba and S'l'Tnudn ar.a;and .erved briefly In the Atlantic 
area. In the Pacifte she took part in the Okinawa campaign during the ftnal )'~nl' of World WaY' II and remalnN overseas 
to perionn post wnr occupation duty in China and Korea. Then, in competn>' wi'th mnny other vesilela (rom the powerful 
Navy that helped to fashion victory in 1945, the Evans was decommissioned on 7 July 1947 and bE>cume n member of 
the Hmothbatt neet" at San Diego. 

At the outbreak of the Korean War, the Evans and her sister ships began to retunl tl.'l thf:! fleet-and to Korea. 
After more than three years as a number on a plastic-covered hull, the Navy's commission pennant was brok(>n at the 
Evans' mast on September 16. 1950 in San Die8'o Harbor aa her new officers Qnd crew put the 376 foot ,hip back into 
nctive se,rvice. 

Like their .hip, the crew was mostly reserves-over 95% of them recalled to active duty when war broke out in 
Asia. De.pite her long period of inactivity and that of her crew, .he .ailed for J.pan on 2 January 1961. 

During the formativ.e months of out' naval blockade the Evans left the c~mpQrQt.l\'o sMoty of the man)' ships ilL 
Task Force 77 and started a cruise along the enemy coast that was to eurn her the nickname of jjThe Grey Ghodt" and 
uThe Lucky Evans". She steamed into enemy-held Wonson Harbor on the east coast in company with a cruiser and 
three other destroye1'S. to Inaugurate a day·and·night sleg. and bombardment that was lilted only at the time of the 
KOl'ctln Armistice, On t.he flfth day of the siege, enemy ahore batter!E.>8 took the EYans under fire from three aid(,8 
for nearly ninety mInutes before the destroyer's flve inch guns could silp-nee the Communist artillery. This encounter, 
during which waler tram the projectile splashes co\o'ered the decks, was the first of thirteen running duels with the 
Communist shore batteries. 

Wit.h another U. S, destroyer and a Dutch destroyer, the Evans stNI.m.ed into t.he enemy port of Songjin to open 
anothe~ continuous naval siege that limited enemy use of an important harbor and supply cent.er, 

For a month the Evans ranged the eoutline sinking sampans and junks, directing camer air strikes, hitt.ing 
Communi.t .upply line.. After a brief stay with TF 77 Ihe wa. back at the coa.t line, thl. time reocuing three 
downed pilots. 

She then returned to TF 77 and led the New Jersey nnd the Tuledo t.u W0I18Vn, Becauae t)f he1' familituity with 
the harbor the Eva.ns was to control the fire of the !ari'er "hip" on the enemr in~tall14t.ion8. There! Willi a Uwel! done" 
from high Nuvy officials tor her part in this action, 

Ago.in in Wonaon, the Evans learned of heavy damag~ to n destroyer and to her com.pa..lUon \'~ off 8<'ongj:n. 
A rl;!\\' lluy::; blt:!', a running battle with shore batteries resulted in damage to a patrol veasel dose aboard, but the 
Evans' luck held, only to run out a few day. later when .hrapnel from air bursta ripped more than forty holes in her 
thin plating. A quick trip to Japan was made for repairs, and liThe Lucky E,"ans" returned to resume her a('ti .... ities. 

On July 4th, the "Grey Gho.t" climaxed her first Kore~n tour wich 21 solutes "f 21 guns-Il.inll' s.lected tal'Kc.ta 
in Rnd near Wonson as aiming points to commemorate American Independence, 

A tired b\lt happy crew waved to spect.atoro in San Diego in September after a round trilJ of 62,000 miles ~h~ 
he.d a well eal'lll'd rest, M. fighUng nicknum~, Ii reputation (01' luck l.hu\ was lArgely hard won toxcellence, and a nEo"" 
coll(>ction of but.tlc l'ibbons .to add to her WWlI awards. 

In the following month" the cY'ew said goodbye to their IIKippel', Commander G, L, Chl'iBtie, USN and Wt'\cvml"'<l 
COlllmnndt'l' N. D. Salmon, USN abonrd, Many members of, the crew WC)'C l'cplQcett by new men, There \\'Em: sf,,·hoo!s 
and tl'~lining lind l'\~pnil's to thp. ship. Tn March 1952 thl.' ship left San D:',:>go fol' Rlll'CU via Pearl Harbor. Sh(' lH'ri\'ed 
in T~' 77 in mid-April. 
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In May the Ev ..... Wal bl!Ck. at her bauntl of the previoU8 year, steaming along the e ... t coast of Korea. Then 
came a period on the Formola Patrol and a brief respite i.n Hong Kong. In .Tune she w ... back on the bombline re-eamlng 
her nickname. of the year. before. . On 30. August the Evans took tb. Commander of the United N atlo .... Ihore bombard­
ment and blockade force .... board, serving .. temporary flagship for Commander TF' 9.5 for :two days during a quick 
trip to Korea and the retu." to Japan. She then returned to the enemy coa.tline, and ... hI' the year before, the Evans 
~ecame an avenging ghost ill the .eyes of Communist shore observers who sighted her In rapid iuceesslon trom the front 
Ulles to the Manchurian border •. During the next twenty-six days, the Eva .... conducted offshore patrol. and continuoU8 
shore bombardment of enemy strong points at Hungnam, Tanchon, Songjin, Yongdon, Chongjin, Wonaon, Kojo, and the 
front line. them.elvea as her guns bli.te,..,d gray paint untU bare metal glinted in the sun. 

On O~ber 20th, the Evans left Japan for the second time after u long but succes8ful Korean wur, aettinl a COUl'Bl;I 

for her new borne port of Long Beach In company with other ships of D.stroyer Division 131. Arrivina' on 6 November 
after brief atdpa In Midway and Pearl Harbor, the ship be,an a wen·earned reat followed by anotber training period 
and a sholt over~ul poriod. 

She returned to''ttorea in July 1958, but was almost too late for any action. She got w the co ... t only once, the 
day before the arml.tic.. Tbe ship continued patrols and traLnln, during this cruise and enjoyed a trip to Hong Kong. 
The In.port periods were longer and the Far E .. t became an enjoyabl. place during the .. time.. The Evana returned 
to Long Beach on 20 December and enjoyed Christmas at home. Af~r a SO-day le.ve period she came In to the Mare 
Island Naval Shlpy.rd for the. latest type of AA guns and firing systems. During early February Commander Salmon 
was relieved a.a commanding oibcer by Commander J', D. Chue, USN. There are now J1ew conveniences fol' the. crew, 
and habitability items have .r~eiV«l high consideration. It i8 cemin that a happier, more' comfortable crew- and better 
gunnery systems will be a l'N~t &Baet to our navy and a threat to the cnemi~s of democracy everywhere. 

================-= ===-~- .. =-== 

During three tours In Korean waters the EvalUl: (i) steamed 130,000 mile. or more than five time. around the world: 
(2) etayed at e.a for 06 conBeeutive daye off Korea, refueling and replenishing at sea; (3) Inaururated the blockade of 
Won son and Songjin; (4) tired 20,000 rounde of 5 inch ammunition or about 1,000 tOllS: (5) won 6 of the 10 combat .tara 
awarded tor Korean semee to be worn on the Korean Service Medal, nnd (6) flhe is now completing a $1,300,000 over· 
haul In thl. yal-d. . .. _- .,...... . ..---.. '.- ".' --- ~ .... _ .... _._-- _ .. 
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