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board the Metbourne, the Australians reacted
' j“ quickly, both on the rescue mission and on the
problem of the remaining hulk of the Frank E.
Evans. Capt. Stevenson used the ship’s engines to
maneuver the aircraft carrier so that her starboard quar-

ter lay alongside the destroyer’s stem. Petty Officer

Scott passed the first of several lines to the Evans,
where Lt. Hiltz organized the American sailors to
secure the hulk to the carrier. Chief Aircraft Handler
Stanley R. Heares rigged helicopter cargo nets to con-
nect the ships. Then executive officer Colin J. Patterson
led a party of Australian sailors to the destroyer’s deck,
where they organized an evacuation of the surviving
Aunericans to the Melbourne,

Patterson and Lt. Dunne clambered throughout the
wreck to search for additional survivors and deter-
11 -ie the destroyer’s damage. They decided the Evans
huik was in danger of sinking and recommended to
Cupt. Stevenson that she be cast off to prevent the
Molbourne’s being damaged. That was done. By
dawn, the hulk had settled another foot or so but
remained afloat. A party of three American sailors
returned to the Evans to assess the damage. They were
supplemented by additional sailors who made emer-
gency repairs and rigged a towing bridle.

The American camier Kearsarge arrived on the
scene after daybreak. All the 199 Evans survivors
weie femtied to ihe U.S. carrier, except for the badiy
injured who were transferred by helicopter. The
Kearsarge and Melbourne engaged in a wide area
search by helicopter throughout the day without find-
ing additional survivors.

Fleet g Tawasa was summoned to move the
hulk. Tawasa returned the Evans to Subic Bay, arriv-
ing an hour after dawn on June 9. A week later, the

Chief of Naval Operations struck (he destroyer from the
Navy List and the Secretary of the Navy ordercd she be
decommissioned and used as a target for live e, Lits,
Ramsey and Hopson and Lieutenant Commander
McLemore were reprimanded. Australian Capt. John
Stevenson was acquitted with honor by a Royal
Australian Navy court martial,

r 1hls ended the Evans incident. But the survivors
and families of the lost sailors, bereaved in the
short term, were short-changed in the long one.

Desperate to reduce casualty reports from the Vietnam

War Zone, the Nixon administration minimized any
connection between the conflict and the Frank E.
Evans loss. Family members were told nothing of the

circumstances of the event. When the Navy announced:

the collision, it placed the incident at a location some
650 nautical miles southwest of Manila in Indonesian
waters, perhaps off the northem coast of Borneo.
The truth was different. Exercise Sea Spirit, aside
from its function of enhancing SEATO naval readi-
ness, was designed to send a message to Moscow—
and through it, to Hanoi—that naval power could be
employed at will against North Vietnam. This came
at a moment when the Nixon administration wanted
to coerce Hanoi into softening its intransigent posi-
tion at the Paris peace talks. The disaster actually
took place in the South China Sea, less than a hun-
dred miles from the Vietnamese-claimed Spratly
Islands and roughly 25¢ miles from the entrance to

" the Saigon River. Most importantly, the Frank E.

Evans and the other ships that took part in Sea Spirit
had been pulled off the gun line off the Vietnamese

coast, and sent to the mancuvers as part of their reg-
ular rotation of pa.mmpatmg in the war and then
rearrmng

I B Yhese facts assumed greater importance with
the creation of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial
in 1982. Sailors from the Frank E. Evans soon

discovered their comrades’ names were not inscribed
on The Well because the tragedy took place outside the
combat theater, defined as the territory of Vietnam. Its
seaward component was the arbitrary boundary of the

Operation Market Time blockade about a hundred

miles off the Viemamese coast,

Evans veterans argue that eligibility for The Wall
should be defined functionally, not geographically,
and that criterion includes the collision victimns. The
precedent already exists with Americans killed out-
side of Vietnam, in Laotian operations, air crashes,
and other incidents.

Under present circumstances the inclusion of
Evans sailors’ names requires an act of Congress
since The Wall is under the jurisdiction of the U.S.
Department of the Interior. Such legislation has been
introduced in several sessions of Congress but has yet
to be passed.

In the 2003 session, family members and iheir
allies tried hard to secure passage of 5.296, a Senate
bill that would have provided relief for Evans veterans
and families. It was co-sponsored by three senators.
Similar legislation in the House of Representatives
had 35 co-sponsors. Preoccupied with other business,
however, Congress failed to act for the Evans’
sailors.l
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Associates of Vietnam Veterans of America

A parallel organization of Vietnam Veterans of America,
working side by side for the betterment of Vietham-era
veterans, their families, and others.l

Our Misslon is to advance the work of Vietnam Veterans of America through cooperative projects and
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programs. We wish fo facilitate, enhance, and improve communication with our members and the general public
and continue legislative efforts fo insure the rights of, and benefits for, afl veterans. Associates of Vietnam
Veterans of America is dedicated to the aggressive advancement of realistic goals with integrity and in the spirit
of unity that reflect our commitment to Vietnam Veterans of America, all veterans, their families, and communities
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Return fo: AVVA Memboﬂhlp AHulru,PO Box 64732, Bulhrnore, MD 212644732 @ . 53,.. P A
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Address

City

Affiliated with YVA Chapter #

Home Phone ( }

B Life Mamber
M life Member

O Payment Plan — $50 down, $25/month ~ [J Chach/Monsy Order O Credit Cord
select age group: (D ages 49 and under ($250} [0 ages 50-55 {$225) [0 oges 5660 ($200)
O ages 61-65 {$175] [ ages &6 and over ($150) -

O Individual Member — 1 year @ $20 n‘nnuuf
O Individual Member ~ 3 years @ $50

* Type:

4 Payment Method: (OCheck (I Money Order OVisa O MasterCard = 4 Card Number Exp. Date Signaturs
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