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To LARSON'z fowmilies,

By the time you yead this reu will be swary ol the faoy

thet our dasirvoyer sguadron sultfered a tragln Lewsw yesterdsy.

ﬁﬁny,@f we lest persopel friepds smong the sl ron BpenboPrs
whe 414 not survive ﬁﬁ@ sollislon bofweern BMAS MRLBOUARE and
S8 PRANE B. EYANS.

Some of you may wondel why we are out hoere sonduating
operaiicns such & Exerciie “Ses Spirit®, e basio PUTPOBE
iz tg ﬁ@mlﬁ togethay and develop o cmpability esmang the SEATO
BRvies to work together affectlvsly to meot possible thrests
to our mutunl seeurity. This is & wortiwaile and ROSOSBRDY
objeablive. Hewever, 1t muot always bs boras in m&m&.tﬂmﬁ‘whﬁxw
the ;aawmn*m profasrlon i3 sn honorabie wne % iz inbevently
dengerous, oven under the best of circsvnutaness. The Seo $.8
orusl and mnfergliving of humen frwilty. |

You shonld Mmow that the resous offerts within our taalx
Eroup were ovtetinding, and wdoubtedly cwmtribeted o keeplas
the nuadIr of onsueliies much Lower than wight be ayxpscted in
an aosi@ant oF éhi@ rort. LARSOH ausisted bWy putting 20 ]
abeari %o sontrel Tliooding and repuir domeses, and Lhus to ey
the stern seotiom of BVANS afleat. While this did not save

mmy lives, 5t suabled us to letsr go alongcids BEVANS in ovder
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to recever pearsenal possessione and valuadbles, as well as
impertent records., I am pr@nd %o say that, te & men, LARSON®e
oo carried @u? their &ntiea in an exemplary wey, You haeo
aysry right te be proud ¢f the perforssnce of your wen on

Juma Ird. Their sctions wwra.;pf\b@urma, in &@ecwﬁ\uith the

Arpn g

Dest traditions of the seé, |

I imew thiat you all share cur esuas of sorvow and 1686,
it ia emmll comfort ts those femilies who hewe lost® husbands,
sons, or fathers, but we should vemeubsr that those who died
in BVANS did eo in the asrvise of their eeuntyy.

Vory pince

b, ¥Wo BITLING
GComumnder, U, 8.
Coumanding Offics

P.3. The follovwing meseage was received from Resy Admiral
Jercme H. KING, Jr., Commender Anti-submarins Warfars Group
ONE Just as this letter was ocompleted:

"YOUR SALVAGE EPPORTS ON AFTEE HND OF USS FHARK E.
BVANS ON 3 JUNE WEHE PEBRFORMEDR IN AN OUTSTANRINGLY
EFPECTIVE HARNER, THE SPEBED, SPIRIT AND COMPRTENCE
WITH WHICH LARSON HESPONDED TO THE DEMANDS OF THE
QCCASTON WERE INSPIRING, KY CONGRATULATIONS AND
SINCERE WELL DOME TO CAPTAIN AND BNTIRE SEHIP'3 COMPANY .

Hy thought 18 that = eomment suck as thie is elwsys dependent
upon the entive orew (thet is, the ¥ship ‘s company”) and supporie
whet I wrote abowe, It sha@ld be & ascurces of individual pride
to anch of you, ) #




