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OVERVIEW 

This guide has been designed to assist veterans and their 
significant others in recognizing problems associated with 
herbicide exposure during the vietnam war. 

Much of the very dense jungle vegetation in South Vietnam was 
used as cover by the viet Cong and North vietnamese Army. A means 
of counteracting this tactic was the use of herbicides to kill 
and defoliate this dense vegetation. In addition, herbicides 
were also used to kill crops (the enemy's food supply), and to 
clear the perimeters around military installations, landing 
zones, fire base camps, river banks and trails. 

The primary herbicide used for this defoliation was Agent Orange 
(named for the orange band encircling the 50 gallon drum 
containing the herbicide). Agent Orange was a 50:50 mixture of 
2,4-D and 2,4,5-T. The latter component, 2,4,5-T was formed to 
contain the contaminant TCDD or 2,3,7,8-tetrachlorodibenzo-para­
dioxin (i.e. dioxin). Also, unlike civilian applications which 
are diluted with oil and water, Agent Orange was sprayed 
undiluted in vietnam. The concentrations were 6 to 25 times the 
manufacturer's suggested rate even though they were aware of the 
toxicity of the herbicide. Why? The best answer is Agent Orange 
was considered a life-saving weapon and any subsequent harm done 
was either viewed as directed at the enemy or in the case of 
"friendly" exposure, worth the price. 

From 1962 to 1971 the United States military sprayed the 
herbicide Agent orange by various means: fixed-wing aircraft 
(Operation Ranch Hand), helicopters, trucks, riverboats and 
individual backpacks. The fixed-wing and helicopter spray 
missions are contained in computer records (known as Herbs and 
Service Herbs tapes) and are readily accessible. However, a 
significant portion of the other spraying (trucks, riverboats and 
individual backpacks,) if recorded, are much harder to find and 
therefore document. 

Widespread use of Agent orange coincided with the massive build­
up of united States Military personnel in Vietnam, reaching a 
peak in 1969 and eventually stopping in 1971. Thus, according to 
official Veterans Administration statistics is was theoretically 
possible that about 4.2 million American soldiers could have made 
contract with herbicides including, "Agents" such as "Blue" & 
"White" that were also sprayed extensively in Vietnam. 

The active components of Agent Blue, a clear yellow liquid were 
primarily cacodylic acid and the sodium salt of cacodylic acid. 
Agent White, a dark brown liquid was a formulation of picloram 
and 2,4-D. (See Appendix) 
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HISTORY OF THE COMMISSION 

In 1980 the New Jersey legislature created the first state Agent 
Orange Commission in the United States. The mandate for the new 
Commission was broad: Study the effects of the herbicide Agent 
Orange on veterans and their children, collect data, provide 
information and coordinate a variety of services to these 
veterans. 

Agent Orange was the code name used for a herbicide used 
extensively in vietnam to deny the enemy concealment and food 
supplies. Over 17 million gallons were sprayed during the period 
1965-1971. Veterans were exposed to this herbicide through 
direct contact and possible exposures through water and food 
chain contamination. The contaminants in the Agent Orange used 
in vietnam were highly toxic - substances which have shown to be 
cancer causing in laboratory animals and have also caused birth 
defects in laboratory studies. 

Agent Orange (AO) is one of several herbicide mixtures used in 
vietnam. Other included Agents Blue, Green, Orange II, Purple 
and White all named for the color band encircling their 
containers. Agent Orange has received the most attention due to 
its wide application and relatively great contamination with 
dioxins. 

Agent Orange is a 50/50 mixture of the n-butyl esters of 2,4,5-T 
(tricholorophenoxyacetic acid) and 2,4-D (dichlorophenoxyacetic 
acid). During its manufacture, Agent Orange was contaminated 
with polychorinated dibenzo-p-dioxins in varying amounts. The 
amount of contamination differed with the reaction conditions and 
purity of the reagents used in the synthesis. Of the many 
dioxins, 2,3,7,8 tetrachlorodibenzo-p-dioxin (TCDD, or simply 
dioxin) has been implicated as the most hazardous component of 
Agent Orange (United states Department of Health and Human 
Services 1984). 

The heaviest dioxin contamination of 2,4,5-T occurred during 
manufacture of the Agent Orange that was used early in the 
conflict during the height of American troop involvement in 
Vietnam. Despite the focus on dioxin, phenoxy herbicides (2,4-D 
and 2,4,5-T) themselves have been identified as chemicals with 
significant potential for causing serious illness. 

Vietnam veterans, rightfully concerned about their health and the 
health of their children, found no solace with the federal 
government. Their concern for their children grew as increasing 
numbers of veterans' children were born with birth defects. 
Others, worried about the possibility of bringing children with 
birth defects into the world, delib~rately had no children. For 
years, the government not only denied that veteran's health 
problems were related to herbicide exposure, but challenged 
veteran's claims that they were even exposed to Agent Orange. 
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POINTMAN I 

Dioxin research is among the most complicated in the Biosciences. 
In 1984 when the Commission began its research effort critics 
said that low levels of dioxin could not even be detected in 
human beings years after exposure. Before any effort to 
understand the health effects of dioxin exposure could be 
undertaken, a research effort must first determine whether or not 
any detectable levels of dioxin could be found in vietnam 
veterans believed to have been exposed to Agent orange. 

The Commission called this initial research effort "POINTMAN". 
The primary reason for selecting this name was a battlefield 
recognition to service in vietnam. The infantryman who led his 
patrol through the bush was the "Pointman" - out front, often the 
first to confront the enemy. 

Similarly, in dioxin research, vietnam veterans who were exposed 
to Agent Orange and other herbicides were "Pointmen" for the rest 
of society. Dioxin and other related compounds are found in the 
manufacture of many chemicals in industry with the waste product 
often ending up in toxic waste sites. These vietnam veteran 
"Pointmen" who were exposed to Agent Orange may be the first to 
teach us the effects of chronic dioxin and related herbicide 
exposures among the general public. 

Indeed, this research could also be used to further sUbstantiate 
animal studies. As stated by Admiral Elmo Zumwalt in his 
statement before Congress in June, 1990 "There is now clear 
consensus among epidemiologist, toxicologist and immunologists 
that 2,4-0, 2,4,5-& and 2,3,7,8-TCDD (the dioxin contaminant) 
found in Agent Orange, are extremely toxic to animals. Numerous 
laboratory experiments confirm that dioxin causes a variety of 
cancers, birth defects, neurological, immunological and other 
disorders in animals" (Statement of Admiral E. R. Zumwalt, Jr. 
before the Human Resources and Intergovernmental relations 
subcommittee of committee on government operations United States 
House of Representatives June 26, 1990). 

Under the direction of original commission members and the 
principal investigator, Dr. Peter C. Kahn of Rutgers University, 
the Pointman I project officially kicked off in December 1984. 
This first phase was a pilot project to determine if low levels 
of dioxin could be detected in the adipose tissue and blood of 
veterans 15 to 20 years after exposure. 

Tissue and blood samples were taken from a selected group of 
veterans and were shipped to the University of UMEA in Sweden 
where they were analyzed using state-of-the-art analytical 
techniques developed by Dr. Christo fer Rappe at that university. 

The results of Pointman I were spectacular. The analysis done in 
Sweden found dioxin levels in the exposed veterans as much as ten 
times higher than in matching controls. The veterans studied in 
Pointman I were men who had direct contract with Agent orange: 
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The new Commission in New Jersey faced a formidable challenge: 
little information existed about human effects of herbicide 
exposure, and the federal government and industry were steadfast 
in denying that a problem existed. The New Jersey Agent Orange 
Commission became the only government entity to advocate for 
these veterans. 

During the early years of the Commission's existence, commission 
members and staff "reached out" to veterans where ever they could 
be found, sharing information and listening to the problems of 
these veterans, trying to learn the depth and breadth of these 
problems as they traveled around the state. 

The New Jersey Agent Orange Commission soon became a focal point 
for vietnam veterans, first from New Jersey and later from other 
states as the word spread that there was an agency that cared. 

When an agency interfaces with people, it gets the whole person, 
not one particular part. The Commission soon found itself 
dealing with all aspects of the vietnam Veteran: Post Traumatic 
stress Disorder, Employment, Unemployment, Underemployment, 
Substance Abuse, Bad Discharges, Marital Problems, Family 
Problems, and incarcerated veterans. Many veterans were 
expressing growing concerns about their children's health 
problems. There was no state of federal "clearinghouse" to deal 
with these problems. so veterans called and wrote the Commission 
seeking help. The Commission became a "seat of the pants" social 
service agency by default. 

Over the years the Commission has worked with literally thousands 
of veterans offering assistance in all of the above mentioned 
areas through referrals, advice, and direct intervention. By 
word-of-mouth the Commission began hearing from veterans needing 
help from virtually every state in the union. 

Becoming aware of the magnitude of the problems of Vietnam 
veterans, the Commission began to lobby the federal government. 
Commission members and staff were among the first state agencies 
to testify for the need for increased federal assistance at 
Congressional hearings. Working closely with New Jersey 
Congressmen and Senators, the Commission was highly instrumental 
in focusing federal attention on the problems of Vietnam 
veterans. 

The Commission realized that advocacy, no matter how effective, 
was not the sole answer to the Agent Orange question. The 
federal government would not accept the health claims of veterans 
based on opinion alone. Scientific proof that dioxin exposure 
was related to these problems was demanded. In 1984 the 
Commission boldly stepped into the world of research. 
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spray handlers from the Air Force "Ranch Hand" program and 
members of the Army Chemical Corps. 
The manuscript for this phase of the project was published in the 
prestigious Journal of the American Medical Association (JAMAl in 
its March 1988 edition. 

For the first time, - it could be proven - not only were veterans 
exposed to dioxin, but residual levels could still be detected in 
their bodies, as much as 20 years after exposure. 

POINTMAN II 

An important next phase of the research was to determine whether 
or not elevated dioxin levels could be found in veterans who did 
not handle the chemicals but had been exposed in other ways. 
This next phase was appropriately named Pointman II. 

In 1987, the Commission received a $675,000 appropriation to 
begin "POINTMAN II". The principal thrust of this appropriated 
money was to expand on the results of Pointman I and also, to 
study Army and Marine ground forces and men who served in the 
Navy river patrol boats. In addition to dioxin analysis of the 
blood, medical, psychological and neurobehavioral test batteries 
were added to the testing protocol to begin looking for health 
anomalies in the veterans tested. These testing protocols were 
designed as pilot studies - to test this feasibility of large 
scale testing of veterans by the federal government in the 
future. 

Pointman II proved to be an arduous and complicated project. 
Approximately 20 veterans were carefully screened for each one 
finally selected. Testing protocols were evaluated, re-evaluated 
and modified. The project was expanded from its original design 
and in 1989 the New Jersey Legislature appropriated an additional 
$800,000 to complete this phase of the project. 

In September 1990 the Commission held a press conference to 
announce preliminary results of Pointman II. As with Pointman I, 
elevated dioxin levels were found in two of the groups tested, 
the Navy River Boat Personnel and the Marines. In many ways 
these results were even more dramatic than in the original 

Pointman, because they proved that veterans in the field were 
exposed to the herbicide and continued to have residual levels of 
dioxin in their bodies. 

The non-dioxin testing of Pointman II is still being evaluated. 
We expect to release the results of additional isomers in the 
blood, semen analysis and neurobehavioral data during 1993. 

5 



PUBLIC LAW 102-4 

In February 1991, President Bush signed Public Law 102-4, 
commonly known as the "Agent Orange Act of 1991". This law came 
about as the result of a protracted battle in the congress, with 
veteran's advocates working to provide benefits to veterans. 

MAJOR PROVISION OF THE LAW: A major portion of this law is that 
it grants presumption of service-connected disability for certain 
diseases. These conditions include two cancers (Non-Hodgkins 
Lymphoma, Soft Tissue Sarcoma), Peripheral Neuropathy, and a skin 
condition known as Chloracne. 

The provisions of this law provide that in addition to treatment 
for these disease, veterans are entitled to monetary 
compensation, based upon a rating scale which evaluates the 
severity of their condition. 

The law also provides that the Secretary of Veterans Affairs (VA) 
can determine that additional disease are compensible if he 
finds, based on sound scientific and medical evidence, an 
association between these diseases and herbicide exposure. 

NOTE: AGREEMENT WITH THE NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES: The law 
instructs the V~o enter into a contrac~ with the National 
Academy of Sciences (NAS) to review and assess all existing 
scientific evidence of disease associated with herbicide 
exposure. If the NAS finds such evidence, it is to make 
recommendations to the VA for additional diseases to be 
compensated. This contract was signed between the VA and NAS on 
January 31, 1992. The NAS is to transmit its first report to the 
VA in July 1993. 
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FILING A CLAIM 

A veteran can file a service-connected claim with the Veterans 
Administration in a number of ways: 

1) As an individual. 

2) Through a Service Officer with a veteran's organization 
(giving them Power of Attorney on Form 23-22. See Appendix) 
or 

3) In New Jersey, the veteran's community has the good fortune 
to have the Department of Military and Veteran's Affairs 
providing Veteran's Service Officers (VSO) in every county 
to assist veterans in filing a claim (some counties have 
their own VSO, also). 

If the veteran chooses to file his claim with a VSO he will need 
to give them Power of Attorney (See form 23-22, Appendix ). 

The New Jersey Agent Orange Commission strongly advises the 
veteran to seek the able services of a VSo in filing a claim. 
However, the Commission also has a history of providing 
assistance to the individual, who, for whatever reason, chooses 
not to select assistance from a VSO. 

It is in that spirit the following recommendations are made: 

1) The forms need not be pretty or typed, only readable. If you 
do not remember something, write that. 

2) All claims should be sent to the following address: 

VA 
20 Washington Place 
Newark, NJ 07102 

or 
c/o The Veterans Organization 
you entered on the 23-22 
Example: VFW Representative 

VARO 
20 Washington Place 
Newark, NJ 07102 

3) You should always retain copies for personal records. 

4) You should always have Representation/ You can use either 
a Service organization of the State of New Jersey. 

5) All forms and letters should reflect either the SSN or VA 
claim number. always. 

6) A veteran need not belong to a Service Organization to be 
represented. 

7) No one should comment on what "is a good claim versus not 
a chance." 

8) Stress: PATIENCE - it takes time. 
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9) Call a state or Service Organization Officer if you have not 
received any contact from the VA in a REASONABLE AMOUNT OF 
TIME. 

10) The instruction sheet on the VA form 21-526 is highly 
informative .... read it. (See Appendix) 

11) You can add as much evidence as you can provide. statements, 
letters are importance and can be submitted at any time. 
The key to a claim is EVIDENCE. 

12) An SF 180 (See Appendix) has been included for the veteran 
who wants to obtain his records before filing a claim. 
The scenario would be as follows: 

1) obtain records, make copies 

2) File claim 

a) Substantiate cause of harm during service (with 
records) 

b) Ideally, sUbstantiate follow-up care within a year 
of discharge. 

c) Send proo.f of resultant harm today (present problem) . 
d) Be patient - wait for "stonewalling" - make copies 

for appeal. 
e) Don't give ~ That's what they want you to do. 
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THE UNITED STATES COURT OF VETERANS APPEALS (COVA) 

The Veteran's Judicial Review Act (VJRA) , enacted November 18, 
1988, established two important legal benefits available to all 
veterans. 

First, the attorney's fee limit was raised. In the case of 
attorney's fees, since 1862, attorneys had been prohibited by 
status from charging more than $10 as a fee to prosecute a claim 
for benefits before the VA. 

Secondly, and probably more importantly, the united States Court 
of Veterans Appeals (COVA), with exclusive jurisdiction to review 
Veterans Administration (VA) benefit decisions, was created. 

One needs 
veteran's 
benefits. 

to momentarily ponder the historical context of 
advocacy to realize the importance of these two 

Also, prior to the VJRA enactment and the creation of COVA, there 
had been no judicial review since 1933 when Congress enacted the 
judicial review preclusion statute (38 U.S.C & Zll(a)). 

It truly is; about time. The Court of Veterans Appeals has 
exclusive jurisdiction to review the Board of Veteran's Appeal 
(BVA) decisions, but only claimants who do not prevail at the BVA 
can appeal. Also, it should be noted the VA cannot appeal a BVA 
decision to COVA. 

There are 2 jurisdictional requirements for appealing a 
decision to COVA and they are: 

a. ) The claimant must have filed a notice of disagreement in 
case on or after November 18, 1988; and 

b.) A notice of appeal must be filed with COVA within 120 
of the date on which BVA properly mails its final decision. 
decision of a BVA panel is a final decision, but a remand is 
a final decision. 

BVA 

the 

days 
The 
not 

COVA is a new Article I Court based on Washington, DC with 
between 3 and 7 judges to serve 15 year terms. 

One of the more significant legal standards to the "Benefits of 
the Doubt Doctrine." 

According to the Court, the "benefit of the doubt" standard 
mandated by U.S.C. & 3007 (b) for VA claims is at "the farthest 
end of the spectrum, beyond even the "fair preponderane of the 
evidence must be against the claim for benefits to be denied". 
The court described this standard of proof as a debt society owes 
to its veterans. 
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"This ... is in keeping with the high esteem in which our nation 
hold those who have served in the Armed services. It is in 
recognition of our debt to our veterans that society has through 
legislation taken upon itself the risk of error when, in 
determining whether a veteran is entitled to benefits, there is 
an "approximate balance of positive and negative evidence. By 
tradition and by statute, the benefit of the doubt belongs to the 
veteran." 

The address of the Court is 625 Indiana Avenue, N.W., Suite 900, 
Washington, DC, 20024. The telephone number of the court is 
(202) 501-5970. 

Note: cases citing 
format: Gilbert vs. 
12, 1990). 

a COVA decision should use the 
Derwinski u.s. vet, App. no. 89-53 
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HODGKIN'S DISEASE AND 
NON-HODGKIN'S LYMPHOMA 

Lymphomas are cancers of the network of specialized organs and 
cells that defend the body against infection. The organs of the 
immune system are often referred to as "lymphatic" organs because 
they are concerned with the growth and development of the white 
blood cells that are the key operative of the immune system. 

In all forms of lymphomas, the cells in the lymph tissue begin 
growing abnormally and, if left untreated, spread to other 
organs. There are a number of different forms of lymphoma, whose 
symptoms, rate and pattern of spread, as well a treatment vary, 
depending in the type. 

The symptoms of lymphatic cancer vary from person to person and 
may easily be confused with noncancerous conditions. In most 
cases, the first sign of lymphoma is a painless swelling in the 
neck, armpit, or groin caused by enlarged lymph glands. In non­
Hodgkin's lymphoma, the swelling may arise in the abdomen. Some 
lymphoma patients complain of persistent or recurrent fever, 
night sweats, fatigue, and weight loss. Sometimes, itching of 
the skin marks the early stages of Hodgkins disease and other 
lymphomas. 

Hodgkin's disease, the most common lymphoma, has special 
characteristics that distinguish it from the others. Hodgkin's 
disease tends to follow a more predictable pattern of spread, and 
its spread in generally more limited than that of the non­
Hodgkin's lymphomas. The unique features of each lymphoma arise 
from the structure and growth pattern, or histology, of the 
cancer cells involved. 

Hodgkin's disease begins in a lymph nodes, often in the neck, and 
spreads through the lymphatic system to nearby nodes. In 
advanced Hodgkin's disease, the lungs, spleen, liver and bone 
marrow may also be affected. 

Non-Hodgkin's lymphomas like other cancers, are diseases of the 
body's cells. When cell division is not orderly and controlled, 
abnormal growth occurs and masses of called tumors build up. 
Benign tumors do not spread. They usually can be removed 
completely by surgery. Malignant tumors or cancers invade 
surrounding normal tissues and often spread to other parts of the 
body forming new cancers. In some cases, non-Hodgkin's lymphoma 
is found in a single lymph node or a single patch of lymphoid 
tissue in an organ. But in most cases, it has begun to spread 
before being detected. 

The most common symptoms of Non-Hodgkin's lymphoma are painless 
swelling of lymph nodes in the neck, groin or armpit. This is 
not an uncommon occurrence and is not a definite sign of cancer. 
Lymph nodes often swell when a person has an infection. Small 
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lumps in the skin, skin rash, enlarged tonsils or a swelling in 
some part of the abdomen may be the first sign. other symptoms 
that sometimes occur are fever, a feeling of weakness, bone pain 
and loss of appetite. 

Once a diagnosis of lymphoma had been confirmed by a pathologist, 
other clinical laboratory test are used to determine how far the 
cancer cells have spread. This step, known as staging, helps the 
physician select the best treatment for each patient. 

PORPHYRIA CUTANEA TARO A (PCT) 

This disease is more common in men than in women and produces 
cutaneous lesions on exposed portions of the body. It is 
frequently associated with alcoholism or hepatic disease and 
toxic agents have been implicated. Genetic predisposition may 
play a role in some cases. Iron metabolism may be abnormal in 
this disorder, since most patients have hepatic siderosis. 

The cutaneous manifestations begin as areas of erythema with 
vesicles or bullae that occur on exposed portions of the body, 
usually following minor traume. crusts and scabs develop, 
followed by scarring. The vesicles and bullae are usually most 
evident in sunny weather, particularly in late summer and autumn. 
Acute photosensitivity reactions are not common in this disease. 
In severe untreated cases, disfiguring changes can occur in the 
ears, nose and fingers. 

Liver disease is present in many patients with porphyria cutanea 
tarda. Histologically, the most frequent findings are siderosis 
and evidence of recurring liver damage. Some patients have frank 
cirrhosis. Liver fluorescene may be demonstrable. Chloroquine 
produces a reaction in this disease that can include fever, 
headache, abdominal pain, vomiting and red urine. 

SOFT TISSUE SARCOMA 

The term "soft tissue" is used to describe the body's connective 
tissue. Soft tissue connect, support and surround other 
structure and organs. They make up about half of the boy's total 
weight. Muscles, tendons, fat, blood vessels, nerves fibrous 
tissues and tissues around joints are included in this category. 

Soft tissues are made up of individual cells. When cell division 
is uncontrolled, too many cells are produced and abnormal growth 
occurs. Hence, they double repeatedly until the large number of 
cells from an abnormal mass of tissue known as a tumor. 

Tumors may be benign (noncancerous or malignant (cancerous. 
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Malignant tumors of soft tissue are called sarcomas. Soft tissue 
sarcoma are identified according to the tissue from which they 
originate. 

About 40% soft tissue sarcomas occur in the legs, but sometimes 
they occur in the feet. 15% develop in the arms and hands, 
another 15% in areas of the head and neck and the remaining 30% 
in tissue of the trunk. Fibrosarcoma, malignant fibrous, 
synovial sarcoma, and liposarcomas are more common malignant 
tumors. 

Soft tissue sarcomas rarely invade bone or spread to regional 
lymph nodes. They do tend to spread outward from the original 
tumor along tissue of muscles, blood vessels, and nerves. When 
sarcomas metastasize, the cancer cells generally travel through 
the bloodstream to the lungs. 

About 4,500 cases of all types of soft tissue sarcomas are 
diagnose in both adults and children each year in the united 
States. Even the most common individual types of sarcoma are 
rare. There are no racial or gender differences in the overall 
incidence of soft tissue sarcomas, although differences do exist 
for specific types. 

The first noticeable sign of soft tissue sarcomas is usually a 
painless lump. As the tumor grows, other symptoms are caused by 
pressure against nearby nerves and muscles. Surgical biopsy is 
the only reliable way to tell whether a soft tissue tumor is 
benin or malignant. 

Therapies and treatment currently in general use are surgery, 
radiation therapy, chemotherapy and clinical trials, a form of 
new chemotherapeutic drugs and new ways of giving drugs. 

CHLORACNE 

Chloracne is the one human effect universally linked to dioxin 
exposure. The presence of chloracne is considered a clinical 
sign of exposure. 

The severity and abrupt onset of chloracne follows a dose 
response curve. The lesions are remarkably persistent, and 
resistant to usual acne treatment regimens. One study of workers 
in an industrial accident revealed the mean duration of residual 
chloracne to be 26 years. Chloracne was still present in some 
workers 30 years after the original exposure (Moses 1984) 

Chloracne is an acne-like eruption of comedones, cysts and 
postules that usually involved the malar area of the face. Cysts 
are frequently coalescent, and filled with straw colored fluid. 
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PERIPHERAL NEUROPATHY 

Peripheral Neuropathy or Neuritis (PN) is a deterioration in the 
functioning of the nerves that carry messages between the central 
nervous system and the extremities. It is caused by damage or 
irritation to the myelin sheaths that protect most nerves, or 
damage to the axons themselves (the conducting fibers of the 
nerve). Quite often, even after thorough diagnostic evaluations, 
a specific cause cannot be found. PN can result in numbness, 
tingling, pain, the loss of muscle strength and ref lexes and 
muscle atrophy. 

Those with PN may have a history 
sensa tions. Because the onset 
affected by PN will often try to 
muscles. 

of clumsiness or other vague 
is usually gradua l, peop le 

compensate by overusing other 

If the cause of the disorder can be identified and eliminated 
before irreversible damage has been done to nerve cells, further 
progression of the nerve can be prevented. Once significant 
nerve damage has occurred, no specific therapeutic measures can 
repair the damage or eliminate the symptoms. 
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CLASS ACTION SUIT (MDL-381) 

In the spring of 1984, a private class action lawsuit in the 
Eastern District Court of New York was settled out of court in 
favor of Agent Orange exposed veterans. This suit resulted in 
the creation of a $180 million settlement fund by the major 
manufacturers of Agent Orange, who were the respondents in the 
litigation. However, culpability was not assigned. (simply put, 
this means as part of the plea bargain arrangement, the 
defendants (chemical companys) cannot (ever) be viewed as 
"GUILTY". If, as a veteran, you have trouble comprehending this, 
do not feel alone; Why would the defendants be willing to pay 180 
million - if there was no Guilt? .. ) 

On February 8, 1985, Judge Jack B. Weinstein of the Eastern 
District Court on New York in lieu of the class action settlement 
(where he was the presiding judge), dismissed all individual 
lawsuits filed by veterans and their spouses. He left open the 
possibility of claims by children of veterans if future 
scientific evidence indicates a valid claim against the 
government. Accordingly, before final plans for distribution of 
the money were made, presiding Judge Weinstein approved the 
assignment of a small portion of the funds for the March of Dimes 
to develop specific programs for genetic counseling, and 
diagnosis and treatment of birth defects. 

Individual Vietnam veterans having diseases associated with 
exposure to Agent Orange are encouraged to apply to the payment 
program. A survivor benefit is also available if a veteran died 
as the result of diseases associated with exposure. 

The payment program can be contacted at the following address: 
Agent Orange payment Program 
P.O. box 100 
Hartford, CT 06104 
Phone number: 1-800-225-4712 

Also, 50 million dollars of the settlement fund has 
programs to assist veterans and their children. 
encourage to apply for a grant. 

been set 
Agencies 

for 
are 

Referred to as AOCAP, they can be contacted at the following 
address: 

Agent orange Class Assistance Program - P.O. 
Washington, DC 20038-7413 - Phone number: 

Box 26413 
1-202-289-6173 

Currently, the only AOCAP grantee in New Jersey is: 
The Occupational Center - 391 Lakeside Avenue 
Orange, NJ 07050 - Phone number: 1-201-672-5800 

This agency's 
Services", they 
including any 
handicap. 

program is called "Vietnam Veterans Children's 
assist all disabled children of vietnam veterans, 
physical, developmental, learning or behavioral 
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NATIONAL VETERANS LEGAL SERVICES PROJECT (NVLSP) 

The National Veterans Legal Services Project (NVLSP), is a non­
profit law firm which serves as a national support center in the 
area of veterans law. The services of NVLSP enhance the work of 
the existing network of veterans service advocates through 
training and other support services. 

More importantly, they also assist this network of advocates in 
taking advantage of the new opportunities created by the Veterans 
Judicial Review Act of 1988 and to advocate for the vietnam 
veterans and their families who are members of the Agent Orange 
Class Action Settlement. 

On a grant funded by the Agent Orange Class Assistance Program 
(AOCAP) NVLSP also puts out a very informative monthly newsletter 
(10 issues) called "The Veterans Advocate". 

"The Veterans Advocate" is free of charge to state and county 
veteran service representatives, National Veterans Service 
Organization claims representatives, Legal Service Corporation­
funded law offices, VA Vet Centers, veterans employment 
representatives, all AOCAP-funded programs, homeless program 
directors and other professionals who are operating programs that 
service vietnam veterans or their families. All others the price 
is $30 for 10 issues. 

Those requesting information or assistance from the NVLSP can 
contact them at: 

National Veterans Legal Service Project, Inc. 
2001 S. Street, NW suite 610 
Washington, DC 20009 
Phone number: 1-202-265-8305 
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IVY CASE 

I have attached, for the reader's perusal, copies of briefs 
associated with the ~ Case. 

At the risk of over simplifying the issues at hand, I offer the 
following brief description: 

Shirley Ivy, the wife of a deceased Vietnam veteran, considered 
the paltry sum she was to receive from the Class Action 
settlement as insult to her husband's memory - particularly since 
he wasn't even sick at the time of the settlement so how could he 
be a member of the "Class"? 

She proceeded to sue on that very issue (among others) 
Court. (see attached: Shirley Ivy vs. Diamond 
Chemicals, et. al.). 

in a Texas 
Shamrock 

In a move unprecedented in the history of American 
Jurisprudence, the case was them "moved" from Texas to the united 
States District Court for the Eastern District of New York, where 
the original class action case was decided. With the same judge 
presiding (Weinstein) the case was subsequently dismissed. 

As the reader will note, the attached memo and legal brief 
indicats the New Jersey Agent Orange commission and the Sate of 
New Jersey joined 22 other states in writing a amicus brief 
(friend of the Court) in support of Shirley Ivy and against Judge 
Weinstein the Federal Court System that collaborated to "move" 
the case from Texas. 

As this guide goes to press the current status is: "awaiting a 
decision" oral arguments along with the amicus brief were 
submitted in November of 1992. Current status on the case can be 
obtained by contacting the attorney for Ivy in Washington, D.C. 

Robert M. Hager 
Public Interest Legal 
2020 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20006 
Phone: (202) 331-9831 
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ROBERT J. DEL TUFO 
ATTORNEY GENERAL 

William Lewis 

'.!J.i~" (11. .:-;.1'"$ J1.., 
\jr-m~:.( 

~ 
~tl11t of ~rlU !Jrrsry 

DEPARTMENT OF LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY 
DIVISION OF LAW 

RICHARD J. HUGHES JUSTICE COMPLEX 
eN 11& 

TRENTON 08825 

(609) 984-3221 

September 23, 1992 

New Jersey Agent Orange Commission 
P.O. Box 1717 
Trenton, NJ 08607 

Re: Ivy v. Diamond Shamrock Chemical Co. 

Dear Mr. Lewis: 

EDWARD J. DAUBER 
ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL 

DIRECTOR 

Enclosed please find a copy of the amici curiae brief 
that was filed on September 16, 1992. If there is anything 
else you may need, please do not hesitate to give me a call. 

Very truly yours, 

ROBERT J. DEL TUFO 
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF NEW JERSEY 

By:~~~~~~~~ __ ~~ ______ _ 
Carol Johns 
Deputy Attor General 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 

SHIRLEY IVY, Individually and [) 
as Representative of the Estate [) 
of OONALD IVY, et al. [) 

[ ) 
Plaintiffs, [) 

[ ) 
[) CV-89-03361 (E.D.N.Y.) (JBW) 
[) 

vs. [) 
[) 
[] [B-89-00559-CA (E.D.TEX.)] 
[ ] 

DIAMOND SHAMROCK CHEMICALS [] 
COMPANY, et al. [] 

[ ] 
Defendants. [) 

AMICUS CURIAE BRIEF OF STATE OF ALABAMA REQUESTING 
ABSTENTION BY FEDERAL DISTRICT COURT FROM INTERFERENCE 

WITH PENDING TEXAS STATE COURT PROCEEDING 

The State of Alabama by and through its Attorney 

General submits this brief to support plaintiffs' motion to 

remand the lYY case to Texas state Court. 

BACKGROUND 

Mrs. Shirley IVY, a Texas citizen, has brought a class 

action in Texas state court, exclusively under state law, 

against a Texas corporation and other private corporations for 

injuries allegedly suffered by her husband, and herself, due to 

his exposure to Agent Orange in Vietnam while serving with the 

United States Ar-med Forces as a Marine captain. This suit has 

been brought as a potential nationwide class action on behalf 

of thousands of other similarly situated persons, who are 

citizens of Alabama and other states, and thereby includes 
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claims by Alabama citizens that cancers and other health 

effects, which are alleged to have been caused by Agent Orange, 

occurred after the settlement of a New York class action in 

1984 of claims for similar injuries to other veterans and their 

families. Mrs. Ivy, and other similarly situated persons, 

including Alabama citizens involved in this lawsuit as class 

members, allege that they did not participate, or even k~ow 

about the settled federal action, which was dismissed before 

their state law claims arose. 

Thousands of Alabamians who served in Vietnam, and 

were allegedly exposed to dioxin contaminants in defendants' 

products there could be affected by Mrs. Ivy's lawsuit. 

On June 19, 1989, the defendant chemical companies, 

who manufactured Agent Orange, removed lYY from state court 

under 28 U.S.C. § 1441, without any apparent basis for doing 

so. Defendant chemical companies have also sought in this 

Court an injunction of, or removal of the case from, the state 

court under the All writs Act, 28 U.S.C. § 1651(a), in apparent 

violation of the Anti-Injunction Act, general principles of 

equity and the federal abstention doctrine. See Defendants' 

Memorandum of Law in Response to Plaintiffs' Motion to Remand, 

December 14, 1990, at 15-16; Memorandum of Law in Support of 

Defendants' Motion for a Permanent Injunction, December 18, 

:990, at 1. 
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IN THB UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF NBW YORX 

SHIRLEY IVY. Individually and [] 
as Representative of the Estate [J 
of DONALD IVY. et al. [] 

Plaintiffs. 

VS. 

DIAMOND SHAMROCK CHEMICALS 
COMPANY. et a1. 

Defendants. 

[] 
[] 
[) 
[) 
[J 
[J 
[) 
[) 
[J 
[J 

-------------[] 

/ r,c', c /_ .. 
I " ~ ..• L.I~ 

CV-89-03361 (B.D.N.Y.) (JBW) 

[B-89-00559-CA (B.D.TEX.)] 

KKHORANDUM OF LAW IN SUPPORT OF MOTION FOR RBLIEF 
UNDER F.R.CIV. P •• RULE 59, AND 28 U.S.C. 5 455 

Plaintiffs Shirley Ivy,et al. through counsel Robert H. 

Hager. Esq. respectfully submit this Memorandum in support of 

their motion. pursuant to F.R.Civ. P., Rule 59. for new trial. 

rehearing. opening of any judgment. taking of additional 

testimony. amendment of findings of fact and conclusions of law 

and new findings and conclusions, altering and amending any 

judgment or directing a new judgment, and for disqualification 

under 28 U.S.C. § 455. and for other relief as shown more fully 

below. 

I. THE COURT'S ORDER CONTAINS ERRONEOUS CONCLUSIONS OF LAW AND 
FINDINGS OF .fACT WHICH SHOULD BE CORRECTED ON THIS POST-TRIAL 
MOTION 

The Court's untitled opinion dated October 4. 1991 

denying Mrs. IVY's Motion to Remand on several grounds and 

dismissing her claims on unspecified grounds ("Order." cited 

.1 
, .I ". 

herein as "Slip Op."). and a previous ruling denying discovery on 
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contested issues of fact expressly or implicitly relied upon in 

the Order ("Discovery Ruling") contain errors of fact and law 
which can and should be remedied by the post-trial relief 

requested herein. 

1. NO PUCEDENT SUPPORTS THE COURT' S CONCLUSION OF LAW THAT A HYPOTHETICAL CLAIM AGAINST A SOLVBNT DEFENDANT KAY BE LITIGATED AND SETTLBD BEFORE IT EXISTS AND WITHOUT THE KNOWLEDGE OR REPRESENTATION OF THE ANONYMOUS PLAINTIFF. 

"No, no" said the Queen "Sentence first - verdict afterwards" 
- Lewis Carroll 

The Order holds that the claims of Vietnam veterans for 
Agent Orange injuries that did not arise until after 1984 were, 
without the knowledge or consent of those veterans, settled in 

1984 and then dismissed by the Court as anonymous potential 

future claims. 

Throughout the long history of Anglo-American tort law it 
has been necessary for a person to actually suffer an injury 

before seeking damages from a wrongdoer to compensate for the 
injury, or for any probable consequences of the injury. The 

Order now alters the course of legal history by ruling that the 
previous Agent Orange litigation, in which this Court held any 

injury by Vietnam veterans from their exposure to Agent Orange to 
be improbable, also adjudicated claims for such injuries that 
were not then even alleged to exist and were, according to this 

Court's rulings on then available scientific evidence, unlikely 

to ever occur. 
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ASSOCIATION OF BIRTH DEFECT CHILDREN 

To provide information 
nationwide to families 
populations. 

Mission 

and support, locally, 
and others working with 

regionally and 
birth defected 

To prevent environmental associated birth defects by making 
consumers, health professionals and educators aware of the latest 
research on environmental agents which have been associated with 
birth defects and by the collection of date on environmental 
exposures during pregnancies resulting in children with birth 
defects through Association of Birth Defect Children's (ABDC) 
National Birth Defects Registry. 

History 

The Association of Birth Defect Children, Inc. is an 
international non-profit organization established in 1982 to 
provide information and support to families of children with 
birth defects believes to have been cause by the mother's or 
father's exposure to drugs, chemicals, radiation and other 
environmental agents. Families of children with genetically 
determined syndromes are also beneficiaries of the organization's 
information support services. ABDC disseminates information 
through a quarterly newsletter and inquiry response service which 
reaches parents, educators, public and medical libraries and 
professionals in the medical and handicapped service fields. 

ABCD's founder and director, Mrs. Betty Mekdeci of Orlanda, 
Florida, is the parent of a child with a birth defect. Her 
efforts to find the cause of her son's birth defects, facilitated 
by her background in writing and research and her contact with 
other parents of children with similar birth defects, led to the 
worldwide investigation of Benedectin, a drug use to relieve 
morning sickness in pregnancy, as a cause of birth defects. 

At its inception, ABDC was an outgrowth of families coming 
together to discover whether Benedectin was the common cause of 
their children's birth defects. As the organization grew, 
however, families who had birth tragedies associated with other 
drugs, chemicals and environmental exposures also began to 
contact ABDC for information and assistance. 

By working together and offering each other support and 
encouragement, the families in the ABDC have been able to make a 
difference. volunteers in 20 states helped to conduct a survey 
of pharmacies which revealed that Patient Package Inserts were 
not being given to customers by pharmacists. Families were also 
able to meet and share information about the possibilities 
causers) and care of their children's birth defects at national 
meetings and events sponsored by ABDC in Washington, DC., 
Cincinnati, OH and Orlando, FL and through the Parent-to-Parent 
column and video exchange service in the ABDC newsletter. 
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Worldwide manufacture of Benedectin has been stopped partially 
through the efforts of members of ABDC. Awareness of 
environmentally caused birth defects has increased every day 
through coverage in the media originally generated by the 
Benedectin controversy. Health care professionals have been far 
more cautious about prescribing drugs for pregnant women. New 
pregnancy warnings have been required for all over-the-counter 
drugs. ABDC has also been able to educate parents-to-be about 
the potential dangers of exposure to drugs, chemicals, radiation 
and other environmental agents during pregnancy, thus helping to 
insure that their children will have the best chance possible of 
being born healthy and normal. 
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SPECIAL RESEARCH ALERT 

BIRTH DEFECT/LEARNING DISABILITY 

REGISTRY-DATA BASE 

The New Jersey Agent Orange Commission in cooperation 
with the Association of Birth Defect Children is compiling 
a birth defect/learning disabilitIes registry and data base 
of the children of Vietnam veterans. 

The data collected in this project will be used to 
det~rmine patterns of these disabilities in the children 
of Vietnam veterans. All identifying information will be 
kept confidential. 

lf you are interested in participating in this 
registry, please fill in the information below. You will 
be sent a detailed questionnaire. Since each questionnaire 
is designed for one child, please indicate the number of 
questionnai~es you need. 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

-~---------

C1TY ____ ~STATE ____ __ ZIP __ _ 

TEl.EPHONE 
-~~-- -'~ ----------------.---------- ---

NUMBER OF QUESTIONNA1RES 

THE NEW JERSEY AGENT ORANGE COMMISSION IS ENTIRELY FUNDED BY 
THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY AND lS NOT CONNECTED WITH THE U.S. 
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFA1RS (VETERANS ADMINISTRATION). 



NATIONAL INFORMATION SYSTEM FOR VIETNAM VETERANS 
AND THEIR CHILDREN 

The National Information System (NIS) for vietnam veterans and 
their children is a nationwide computer-based information and 
referral system that is designed to help: 1) veterans' children 
with special health needs; 2) veterans' families in need of 
counseling and other support services related to Agent Orange 
Class Assistance Program by providing support and outreach 
services. 

This system uses counselors trained to assist veterans' families 
who have children with disabilities or other special health 
needs. The vietnam veteran can get information and guidance 
about available child and family services by calling a counselor 
on a toll free telephone line from anywhere in the country. The 
counselor helps the caller to sort out the problem and to 
understand the types of services needed, then the counselor 
locates the information on a computer-based system to answer the 
caller's question(s). Callers can either be veterans, members of 
veterans families or a professional working on behalf of a 
veteran. 

Counselors will also provide information and referral assistance 
by giving basic information on the subject of Agent orange 
including issue of concern to veterans, the history and general 
provisions of lawsuit and settlement, eligibility requirements 
and class assistance program services, and details on Veteran 
Administration entitlements in health care and compensation 
relating to Agent orange exposure. 

Another service the counselors provide is information and 
referral; for genetic counseling and genetic testing for vietnam 
veterans and their partners who are concerned about the effects 
of exposure to Agent Orange on the health of their unborn 
children. 

The depth of information required to adequately respond to both 
professionals and consumers is critical and a major feature of 
the NIS. There are over 13,000 agencies with more than 114,000 
services located in 50 states currently listed on the database. 
This number keeps growing as the NIS searches out new programs 
and the Agent orange Class Assistance Program family of services 
grows. 

The NIS is a service that welcomes your questions and the staff 
wants to help veterans find solution to their problems. To use 
this system simply call toll free 1-800-922-9234 ext. 401 or if 
you live in South Carolina call 1-800-922-1107 ext. 401. 
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DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS (VA) 

FORMS 



(Defaeh and retain Instruct ions for future re[erellce) 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING APPLICATION FOR COMPENSATION OR PENSION 

PRIVACY ACT INFORMATION: No allowance of compensation or pension maybe granted unless this form is completed 
fully as required by existing law (38 U.S.C. Chapters 11 and 15). The information requested by this [orm is considered 
relevant and necessary to determine maximum benefits provided under law. The intormauon submitted may be disclosed 
outside the Veterans Administration only a'\ permitted by law, including the routine uses identified in VA system of records 
58 V A 21/22/28, Compensation, Pension, Education and Rehabilitation Records· VA, published in the Federal Register. 

Di .. c\osure of Sodal Security number(s) of those for whom benefits are claimed is requested under the authority of Title 38, 
U.S.c. and i:. mandatory as a (ondition to receipt of pension (38 C.F.R. 1.575). Social Security numbers will be used in the 
adminIstration of veterans' benefits, in the identification of veterans or persons claiming or receiving Veterans Administration 
benefits and their records and may be used to verify Social Security benefit entitlement (including amounts payable) with the 
Social Security Administration and, for other purposes where authorized by both Title 38, U.S.C. and the Privacy Act of 
1974 (5 U.S.C. 552a) or, where required by anolherslalute. 

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS 
NOTE: PLEASE READ VERY CAREFULLY 

If you need information about the meaning of any question, 
contact your nearest Veterans Administra~ion Regional 
Office. If additional space is needed for any Item, use Item 
40. "Remarks," page 4 or number a separate.sheet of paper 
to .;;orrespond to the items you are answenng and attach 
the sheet to the application. 

A. DISABILITY COMPENSATION is paid [or disability 
resulting from service in the armed forces. An additional 
amount of compensation may be payable for a spouse, 
child, and/or dependent parent when a veteran is entitled to 
compensation based on disability(ies) evaluated as 30 
percent or more disabling. The additional benefit for a 
spouse is payable in a higher amount when he/she is a 
patient in a nursing home or is so disabled as to require the 
regular aid and attendance of another person. 

DISABILITY PENSION is paid for permanent and total 
disability not resulting from service in the a~med forces. If 
the veteran is 65 years of age or older and IS not substan­
tially gainfully employed, permanent and total dis~bility is 
presumed. Pension is paid only to veterans of warhm~ serv­
ice. or, of service on or after June 27,1950 and pnor to 
February 1, 1955, or, during the period between August 5, 
1964. and May 7, 1975. 

Benefits may only be paid from the date of receipt of your ap­
pliution in the V A unless you were incapacitated because of a 
disability whi~h prevented you from filing a claim for a period of 
at It:d~t 30 days beginning with the date you became permanent­
ly and totally disabled. 1f you want this claim considered as a 
claim for retroactive payment, indicate so in Item 40, 
"Rem~uks", and identify the spc:cific disahility which prevented 
you from filing. 

B. REPRESENTATION. You may be represented, wilhout 
charge, by an al.:credited repr~sen1ative of a veterans organi­
zation or other service organization, recognized by the 
AJ.mll1istrator of Veterans Affairs, or you may employ an 
attorney to aSslst you with your claim. Typical examples of 
('ounsl"l who mav be available incluJe attorneys in pri\':ue prac­
tice or legal aid'. services. If you desire representation, let us 
know and we wdl send you the necessary forms. If you have 
already designated a representative, no further action is required 
on your part. 

C. HEARINGS 
You have the right to a personal hearing at any stage of 
claims processing, either before or after a decision is made. 
This right may be exercised with regard to an Original claim, 
supplemental claim or with regard to any subsequent action 
affn:ting your entitlement. All you need do is inform the 
nearest VA office as to your desires, and we will arrange a 
time and place for the hearing. You may bring witnesses 
if you desire and their testimony will be entered in the 
record. The V A will furnish the hearing room, provide 
hearing officials, and prepare the transcript of the proceed­
ings. The V A cannot pay any of your expenses in connec­
tion with the hearing. 

D. EVIDENCE - GENERAL 
If you have not previously filed claim, furnish the separa­
tion forms you received from the armed forces. If you are a 

pension applicant, 65 years of age or older, no medical 
evidence is necessary. A statement from your doctor show­
ing the extent of your disabilities should be furnished with 
your application if you are under 65; if you are house­
bound or if you require the aid and attendance of another 
person and are not a patient in a nursing home. If you are a 
nursing home patient, you should furnish a statement 
signed by an official of the nursing home showing the date 
of your admission and patient status. Also, indicate in Item 
40, "Remarks," that you are a nursing home patient and 
give the name and address of the nursing home. 
E. REPORTING NET WORTH FOR PENSION FOR DIS­
ABILITY NOT RESULTING FROM SERVICE 
NET WORTH - Pension cannot be paid if net worth is 
sizeable. Net worth is the market value of all interest or 
rights in any kind of property except ordinary personal 
effects necessary for daily living such as automobile, cloth­
ing or furniture and the dwelling (single family unit) used as 
your principal residence. Therefore, all other assets must be 
reported so that we may determine whether net worth 
prevents you from receiving pension benefits. 

F. INCOME LIMITS AND RATES OF PENSION. The rale 
of pension paid to a veteran depends upon the amount of 
family income and the number of dependents, according to 
a formula provided by law. Because benefit rates and in­
come limits are frequently changed. it is not feasible to 
keep such information current in these instructions. Infor­
mation regarding current income limitations and rates of 
benefits may be obtained by contacting your nearest V A 
office. 

(1) A higher rate of pension is payable to a veteran 
who is a patient in a nursing home or otherwise determined 
to be in need of regular aid and attendance or who is per­
manently housebound due to disability. 

(2) Pension rates are also increased for a veteran who 
served during the Mexican Border Period or World War I. 

IMPORTANT 
THERE ARE CERTAIN TYPES OF INCOME WHICH MAY BE 
EXCLUDED IN DETERMINING THE INCOME COUNTABLE 
FOR VA PURPOSES. HOWEVER, YOU MUST REPORT THE 
SOURCES AND AMOUNTS OF ALL INCOME BEFORE DEDUC­
TIONS FOR YOURSELF, SPOUSE, AND DEPENDENT 
CHILDREN. WE WILL DETERMINE ANY AMOUNT WHICH 
DOES NOT COUNT INCLUDE ALL SEVERANCE PAY OR 
OTHER ACCRUED PAYMENTS OF ANY KIND OR FROM ANY 
SOURCE. WHEN NO INCOME IS RECEIVED OR EXPECTED 
FROM A SPECIFIED SOURCE, WRITE "NONE" IN THE AP­
PROPRIATE Bl.OCK (ITEMS 36A THROUGH 39A). IF iNCOME 
FROM ANY SOURCE IS ANTICiPATED BUT THE AMOUNT is 
NOT YET DETERMiNED WRITE "UNKNOWN" IN THE AP­
PROPRIATE BLOCK. ATTACH SEPARATE SHEETS iF ADDI­
TIONAL SPACE is NEEDED. 

G. FAMILY UNUSUAL MEDICAL EXPENSES are 
amounts actually paid by you during the calendar year for 
unusual medical expenses for which you are not reimbursed 
by insurance or otherwise. You should report the total 
unreimbursed amount you paid for medical expenses for 
yourself or for relatives you are under an obligation to 
support. You may include premiums paid for health, sick­
ness or hospitalization insurance. In computing your 
income for pension purposes, the V A will deduct the 
amount you paid for medical expenses if they qualify for 
exclusion under the formula provided by law. 

VA FORM 
SEP 1984 21-526 

SUPERSEDES VA FDRM 21·526. JUL 1982 
WHICH WILL NDT BE USED. 
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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS (Continued) 

H. LAST ILLNESS AND BURIAL EXPENSES 
Your countable income may be reduced by the amount of 
expenses of the last illness and burial of a spouse or child 
paid by you at any time prior to the end of the year fol­
lowing the year of death for which you were not reim­
bursed. Usc Item 40, "Remarks". to report such expenses. 

I. EDUCATIONAL OR VOCATIONAL REHABILITA­
TION EXPENSES are amounts paid for courses of educa­
tion, including tuition, fees, and materials and may be 
deducted from the respective income~ of a veteran and the 
earned income of a child if the child is pursuing a CGlIrSl' of 
postsecondary education or vocational fchabilit<:ltion or 
training. If you or your school child(rcn} paid these ex­
penses, report the total amounts paid, dates of payment, 
and state to whom the expenses apply. 

SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS 

IMPORTANT: These instructions are numbered to correspond with the items on the application. (f additional space is required. 
attach a separate sheet and identify your statements by their item numbers. 

ITEMS 3A and 3B - The number entered in 3A, Veteran's 
Social Security Number, should be your own social security 
number. In Item 3B enter your spouse's social security 
number. These social security numbers are necessary for 
identification purposes. 

ITEMS 14A and 14D inclusive - Retired Pay - A veteran may 
not receive full service retired pay and VA compensation at 
the same time. In the absence of a request to the contrary, 
filing of this application will constitute an election to receive 
V A compensation in lieu of the total amount of retired pay, 
or a waiver of that portion of retired pay equal in amount to 
the V A compensation. No special action will be required of 
you, as we wiH notify the retired pay division of your waiver 
if entitlement to VA benefits is established. A claim should 
be filed regardless of whether you will elect to waive retired 
pay. Under existing law a military retiree m~t establish 
entitlement to V A compensation so that survivors may be 
entitled to certain V A death benefits. 

ITEMS 15A and 15B - Disability Severance Pay - The full 
amount of disability severance pay received for the disability 
or disabilities for which VA compensation is payable will be 
recouped from that benefit. 

ITEMS 16A and 16B - Lump Sum Readjustment Payor Separa­
cion Pay - Recoupment of 75 percent of readjustment pay you 
received will be made from any VA compensation payable. The 
full amount of separation pay will be recouped from the gross 
disability compensation payable for all disability( ies). 

ITEMS 17 A to 21 D inclusive - Marital Information - Com­
plete information concerning all marriages entered into by 
either you or your spouse and the termination of such mar­
riages must be furnished. Specific details as to the date, place 
and manner of dissolution of marriage must be included. If 
your spouse is also a veteran, include his/her V A file number 
(if known) in Item 17F. 

ITEMS 3 I C and 32C - Months Worked - The time actually 
worked should be stated. For example: If you worked full 
time for 2,4,6,8 or 10 months, you should so state. If you 
did not work full time each month you should state the 
months or parts of months you actually worked. For ex­
ample: 2 months, 1 week, 2 days. 

ITEM 33A - Include market value of stocks, checking ac· 
counts, bank deposits, savings accounts and cash. If such 
assets are held jOintly by you and your spouse, one half of 
the total value of these holdings should be reported for each 
of you. 

ITEM 33B - Do not include the value of the single dwelling 
unit or that portion of real property used solely as yOUf" 

principal residence. On all other real estate reduce tht'" market 
value by amount of the indebtedness thereon and further 
report only one·half of the net value when the fe-a! esta te is 
held jointly between husband and wife. 

ITEM 33C - Report the total market value of your rights and 
interest in all other property not included in Items 33A and 
33B. Do not include value of ordinary personal effects neces­
sary for your daily living such as an automobile, clothing and 
furniture. Include gifts, bequests and inheritances of all 
property other than cash. 

ITEM 33D . Report all debts except mortgage(s) on real 
estate. 

ITEM 33E - Report the total of Items 33A through 33C less 
33D. This should be your NET WORTH. 

ITEMS 34A to 35E - If you or your spouse have applied for 
social security, unemployment or workmen's compensation 
or any disability benefit, show the expected payment in the 
appropriate column. If the amount or date of payment is not 
yet determined, enter the word "unknown." 

ITEMS 36, 37 and 38 inclusive - You should report under 
these items your expected total income for the periods 
covered. You must report total income of yourself and your 
dependents from all sources. When reporting income, report 
the total amount to which you are entitled before any 
deductions, not the amount you actually receive. Include as 
income all amounts received or expected as severance payor 
accrued payments of any kind or from any source. If you 
and your spouse receive income from dividends, interest, 
rents, investments or operation of a business, profession or 
farm, which you own jointly, report one·half of the income 
as yours and one-half as your spouse's. Report Social 
Security Benefits (Green Check) on Line B, and Supple­
mental Security Income (SSI) benefits (Gold Check) on Line­
E. 

ITEMS 39A and 39B - You should report under these items 
the total amount of your final pay at termination of 
employment, not the amount you actually received, and the4 

date you received this pay. 

NOTE: If you furnish a copy of your latest award letter 
from Social Security stating the type and gross amount of 
your benefit, it will help us in our initial determination of 
the amount of VA benefits to be paid. 

tt u.s.. Go .... 'n,..enl Prlnllng Offl"', 1"'-202."1j731.' 



~ Veterans Administration I VETERAN'S APPLICATION FOR COMPENSATION OR PENSION 

IMPORT ANT' Read attached General and Specific Instructions before completmg this form. Type. print or write plainly. 

IA. FIRST r-..AME· MIDDLE NAME· LAST NAME OF VETERAN 

2 MAILING ADDRESSClFVETEAAN ( .. Vlml/;;;;nrl st;f'(,/ or rural route. dry or P,O., 

S(f1I,· and LIP Cud,,! 

4. DATE OF BIRTH 5. PLACE OF BIRTH 6.sex 

18. TELEPHONE NO. (Incl. A'eq Code) 

JA. VETERAN'S SOC. SECURITY NO. 

36. SPOUSE'S SOC. SECURITY NO. 

7. RAILROAD RETIREMENT NO, 

8 HAVE YOU EVER FI LED A CLAIM FOR COMPENSATION F ROM THE OFFICE OF WORKERS' COMPENSATION PROGRAMS7 

,Formaly Ihe L'.S. 8[,rCQu ofEmp/o)'ees CompenSi/tion) 

DyES 
9a. HAVE YOU PAEVIQUSL Y FILED A CLAIM FOR ANY BENEF1T WITH THE VETERANS ADMINISTRATION? 

D 
D 
D 
D 

NONE 

HOSPITALIZATION OR 
MEDICAL CARE 

WAIVER OF NSLI PREMIUMS 

DISABILITY COMPENSATION 
OR PENSION 

D 
D 
D 

VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION 

(Chapler 31) 
VETERANS EDUCATIONAL 
ASSISTANCE (Chop/er 33 Of 34) 

WAR ORPHANS OR DEPENDENTS 

EDUCATIONAL ASSIST. {Chap. 35} 

D 
D 

DENTAL OR OUTPATIENT 
TREATMENT 

OTHER (Specify) 

SERVICE INFORMATION 

100 NOT WRITE IN THISSPACEI 
VA OATE STAMP 

9A. VA FilE NUMBER 

c-
9C. VA OFFICE HAVING YOUR RECOROS 

(If known} 

NOTE. Enter complete infonnatlOn for each period of active duty including Reservist or National Guard Status. Attach Form DD 214 or other separation papers for all periods of 

JctlW duty to expedite pHK"cssing of your claim. If you do NOT have your DD 214 or other separation papers check. (0 here 0 

IDA. ENTERfD ACTIVE S::ECRCV~I~C~E'--_.~--I 
lOB. SERVICE NO. 

DATE PLACE 

IOC. SEPARATED FROM ACTIVE SERVICE 

DATE PLACE 

100. GRADE. RANK OR RATING, ORGANIZATION 

OR BRANCH OF SERVICE 

IDE. HAVE YOU EVER BEEN A PRISONER OF 10F. NAME OF COUNTRY lOG. DATES OF CONFINEMENT 

D
WAR ? D (II "yes. " corr'plell' 
YES NO /I<"ms fOf'ond lOG,! 

11. IF YOU SERVED UNDER ANOTHER NAME, GIVE NAME AND PERIOD 12.IF RESERVIST OR NATIONAL GUARDSMAN. GIVE BRANCH OF SERVICE AND PERIOD OF ACTIVE OR 

DURING WHICH YOU SERVED AND SERVICE NO. INACTIVE TRAINING DUTY DURING WHICH DISABILITY OCCURRED 

--~~-~-~-··-.cc;;;-;c==~------,;c==~
==:-c==~=c-------J 

13A. IF YOU ARE NOW A MEMBER OF THE RfSERVE 13B. RESERVE STATUS 13C. RESERVE OR NATIONAL GUARD UNIT ADDRESS 

FORCES OR NATIONAL GUARD GIVE THE BRANCH D D RESERVE 

OF SERVICE ACTIVE OBLIGATION 

OINACTIVE 

14A ARE YOU NOW RECEIVING OR WiLL YOl) RECEIVE RETIREMENT 

OR RETAINER PAY fROM THE ARMED FORCES? 
14B. BRANCH OF SERVICE 14C. MONTHLY AMOUNT 140. RETIRED STATUS 

o PERMANENT 

DYES o NO (I} "Yes," ,ump/elf Item 14B. 14C, lind l4D} $ D TEMPORARY DISABILITY 
RETIRED LIST 

ISA. HAVE YOU EVER APPLIED FOR OR RECEIVED 

DiSABILITY SEVERANCE PAY FROM THE ARMED 

FORCES? 

DYES 0 NO (If ··Yes. "rumplete Item 15B) 

17A. MARl TAL STATUS (Check OIU') 

OMARRIED o WIDOWED o DIVORCED 

15B. AMOUNT 16A. HAVE YOU RECEIVED LUMP SUM READJUSTMENT OR 

SEPARATION PAY FROM THE ARMED FORCES? 

$ DYES o NO (II "Yes." comp/elt' Item 168) 

MARITAL AND DEPENDENCV INFORMATION 

o NEVER MARRIED (Ifso, do /"lot complete Items /78 through 21 D) 

17C NUMBER OF TIMES YOU HAVE 

BEEN MARRIED 
17D. NUMBE:R OF TIMES YOUR PRESENT 

SPOUSE HAS BEEN MARRIED 
17E, IS YOUR SPOUSE ALSO A VETERAN? 

DYES 
(If "YH," complete Item 17F, 
ifknow/"I) 

16B. AMOUNT 

$ 

17B. SPOUSE'S BIRTH DATE 

17F. SPOUSE'S VA FILE NO. 

c-

18A. 00 YOU LIVE TOGETHER? 188. REASON FOR SEPARATION lBC. PReSENT ADDRess OF SPOUSE 

o NO (1/ "No. "comp/l:1t' Ju'ms 188 rhrough IBD) 

180 AMOUNT YOU CONTRIBUTE TO YOUR SPOUSE'S SUPPORT MONTHLY 

$ 

19. CHECK (oil WHETHER YOUR CURRENT MARRIAGE WAS PERFORMED BY: 

OCLERGYMAN OR AUTHORIZED PUBLIC OFFICIAL o OTHER (£xpilli/"l) 

VA FORM 
SEP 1984 21-526 SUPERSEDES VA FORM 21·526, JUL 1982. 

WHICH WILL NOT BE USEO. APPENDIX III 



LIST CIVILIAN PHYSICIANS ANO HOsPITALS WHERE YOU WERE TREATED FOR ANY SICKNESS,INJURY OR DISEASE SHOWN IN ITEM 26A, BEFORE. DURING OR SINCE YOUR 

SERVICE, AND ANY MILITARY HOSPITALS SINCE YOUR LAST DISCHARGE 

27A. NAME 278. PRESENT ADDRESS 27C. DISABILITY 270. DATE 

,----

L 1ST PERSONS OTHER THAN PHYSICIANS WHO KNOW ANY FACTS ABOUT ANY SICKNESS, DISEASE OR INJURY SHOWN IN ITEM 26A, WHICH YOU HAD BEFORE. DURING OR 

SINCE YOUR SERVICE 

28A. NAME 288. PRESENT ADDRESS 28C. DISABI LlTY 28D. DATE 

IF YOU CLAIM TO BE TOTALLY DISABLED (Complete Items 29A through J2£) 

29A. ARE YOU NOW EMPLOYED? 29B. IF YOU WERE SELF-EMPLOYED BEFORE BECOMING TOTALLY DISABLED, WHAT PART OF THE WORK DID 

YOU OO? 

29C. OATE YOU LAST WORKED 290. IF YOU ARE STILLSELF-EMPLOYEDWHAT PART OF THE WORK DO YOU DO NOW? 

30A. EDUCATION (Cuc/e hIghest year comp/ded) 30B. NATURE OF AND TIME SPENT IN OTHER EDUCATION AND TRAINING 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 B 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 

IGRADE SCHOOL~ (HIGH SCHOOL) (COLLEGE) 

liST ALL YOUR EMPLOYMENT, INCLUDING SELF-EMPLOYMENT, FOR ONE YEAR BEFORE YOU BECAME TOT ALL Y DISABLED 

31A. NAME AND ADDRESS 
31C. 310. TIME LOST 31E. TOTAL 

OF EMPLOYER 
318. KIND OF WORK ;:~HS FROM IllNESS EARNINGS 

KED 

. 

LIST ALL YOUR EMPLOyMENT, INCLUDING SELF·EMPLOYMENT. SINCE YOU BECAME TOT ALL Y DISABLED 

32A. NAME AND ADDRESS 
32C. 320. TIME LOST 32E. TOTAL 

OF EMPLOYER 
328. KIND OF WORK MCNTHS FROM ILLNESS EARNINGS 

'AORKED 

----------

. 

NET WORTH OF VETERANS AND DEPENDENTS (See attached Instructions/or Items 33A to 33E inclusjve) 

i.JOTE Items 33A through 33E should be completed ONLY if you are applying for non-service-connected pension_ 

AMOUNTS 

ITEM SOURCE 

NAME OF CHILD(REN) 

NO_ VETERAN SPOUSE 

-

33A STOCKS, BONDS. BANK DEPOSITS $ $ $ $ $ 

33B_ 
REAL ESTATE 
1[1" NH include resld{(l1cej 

33C. OTHER PROPERTY 

330. TOTAL DEBTS 

33E. ~ETWORTH $ $ $ $ $ 

PAGE 3 
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f-----­
INCOME RECEIVED AND EXPECTED FROM All SOURCES 

NOT E ltf'<n\ 34A. through 398 should be completed ONLY if you are applying for non·service~onnected pens/on. 
~4f1- f:!AVE YOU OR YOUR SPOUSE APPLIED 

._-------
FOR OR ARE YOU RECEIVING OR EN· 34B. MONT':iLY AMOU~T 34C. BEGINNING DATE 
T!TLf D TO REC[IVE ANY BENEFITS (Include MedICare DeductIOn) 

340. DATE YOU EXPECT 
BENEFITS TO BEGIN 

~S~~~ JI~f" ~g~~ElRsi~~~I~S~IAoDRM~'!.·IL.I-V-E-T-E-A-A-N-"r$:----------f-------------------t_------------------/ 
ROAD RETIREMENT BOARD? 'I 

SPOUSE I $ 
r34~E~.7.W7.,~l~l~Y~O~U~O~A~Y~O~U~A~S=P~O~U~S~E--t---------------3~4~F~_~O~A~T~E~O-F--,N-T-EJN~T-'O--N-T-O--A-P-P-L-Y-----------------­

APPLY FOR EITHER BENEFIT f-==-:::-------"----~---'--"-T.:;:;c::::c'-'-'-''''-------- __ 
Items J4B through 
Ilf'·y,,:oomp'm OUA'NG THE NEXT 12 MONTHS> VETEAAN I SPOUSE --

DYES 0 NO J4FQIQPplicQble' 0 YES 0 NO 

I'-3"5A-:- HAVEYQ\J OR YOUR SPOUSE APPllED FOR OR ARE YOU RECEIVING OR ENTITLED TO RECEIVE ANNUITY OR RETIREMEt.H BENEFITS O~RC,CNCUCUC;:OWCMC.'"NCTccl·NSUHANCE F HOM 
ANY OTH(R SOURCE? 

DYES 0 NO Ilf 'Yes," complete Itl'm1358 through 351£, IU QPplicQble) 

r-' 35B. ~;NT H l ; :~~ __ u __ ,; [~' "'-, N-N-'-N-G-O-A-T-E-,r-3-5-0---D-A-T-E-O-F-' N--T-E-N-T-'-O-N-.----·---~-- '-~~~-~~~~~~-C-'-O-F--8 E ~.~ ;-'T-- -------

TO APPLY 
----+-------+------- -- .. --- --------- ---------/ 

VETERAN! $ 
--------~---------

SPOUSE I $- SOURCE OF VET-E-A-AN A-N-D-D-'-P-E-N-D-'-N-T-S----.L--r---------L------CA-:MOu-NT-6-F-'-~;~:O~E-.. ------------------

36. AMOUNT 
RECEIVED 

FROM JAN 1 
TO THE DATE 

YOU SIGN 
THIS 

STATEMENT 

INCOME f-------,---------- --.--- ~,,----------------------l 
NAME OF CHllDIREN 

{Spt'ci/.l so/(rce for hems 36F, 37FQnd 38F 
"ALL UTHI R I \'COJf£' " in/tern 40, "RFMARKS'" 

VETERAN SPOUSE 

A EARNINGS $ $ 
---------------------1-'-----+----- -- -;-~~--~--~---l$---- +.=, $ ---
8, SOCIAL Sf:CURITY (GREEN CHECKl _ ---------====-----+-----1-------
C. OTHER ANNUITIES AND RETIREMENTS -----------r --
o DIVIDENDS AND INTEREST, ETC. - ---- -- --------------+----+-------. I···· 
, SU"LEM'NT AI SECUAITY INCOM' 'GaLa CH'CK) 1« • «.. . I·.i.· .•• « .•...•••..•••••.•.. ----- - -------F~c.c=~~-'-'_I_~'~"'-"''-'-'-_+~~~-''''-l 
F. ALLOTHER INCOME 

F--+--·--- -----'-.---------+----+-----f-------.- 1---------1---·---1 
A EARNINGS 

8~SOCIALSECURITY~,G~A-'c'~N~C-H~'~C-K~' --------------+---------+----- .-----i------ - - ---- .- ------.-+------1 37, AMOUNT 
EXPECTED 

FROM DATE 
YOU SIGN -------- -------------t-----t------+---- -. i----- --~I__---_1 

THIS 
STATEMENT 
TO END OF 

THIS 
CALENDAR 

YEAR 

c: OTHER ANNUITIES AND RETIREMENTS 
-------- -----+------1----+----------- --+-------+------1 

D, DIVIDENDS AND INTEREST, ETC. 
-·--------------·-="-·-----+----I__----f-~~~----+c~~---=____I~~-~.-f 
~.-S-UP-p-LE~[ NTAISECUAITY INCOM' 'G~_'D_C_H_'_C_K' _ _i~----+_-------Ip •.• ·· ••• =· •• · •• ··.·.=<.· •.• ·".· •• ··"-··· •• =<~-'_'1.C.,,<=.>~< •. ~ •.. ~ ..•. = ..•.. '-' •. <~.+.= ..... ='~ .••.. ec... ..•. c: •••. ~ .•.••. "' .•... ·4· ... 

F. ALLOTHE:R INCOME 
F--'_I_ -.----------+-----+------1-------

A EARNINGS 

8. SOCIAL SECURITY (GREEN CHECKI 
~X~~gTUENDT r'CC.-:D:TCH:':RCACCNCNCUCI=TCI'CS~ACNCDCAOO'T~,ACECM~'CN:T=S-------r-------t--------t-----------------t-----------------i--------------4 

FOR THE 

CA~~~6AR D DIVIDENDS AND INTEREST, ETC. 

YEAR E SUPPLEMENTAL SECURITY INCOME !GOlD CHECK) 

F ALL OTHER INCOME 

. .•....• <> ... 
39A GROSS AMOUNT 0F FINAL PAY RECEIVED 398. DATE FINAL PAY WAS RECEIVED 

$ 

40. REMARKS (Identify your slatement5 by their applialbfe item number. If QddiliOMI tptlce is required, attQch septlrate shul "nd idclllify -'"'our l'Iatemmts hy Iheir ilf'-'~ numbersj 

1-------------------------------- ---- ----.. ------
NOTE: Filing of this application constitutes a waiver of military retired pay in the amount of any VA compensation to which you may be entitled. See instructions for Items 14A 

and 14 D inclusive, Retired Pay. 

~--~--------------------------------------------------~ 
CERTIFICATION AND AUTHORlZATlON FOR RELEASE OF INFORMATION _ I certify that the foregoing statements are true and complete to the best of my knowledge and 
be~jef: I CONSENT that any phYSician, surgeon, dentist or hospital that has treated or examined me for any purpose, or that I have (Onsulted professionally. may furnish to the 
VETERANS ADMINISTRATION any information about myself, and I waive any privilege which renders such information confidential. 

41 DATESIGNEDC---------------------,-402C_CSC,~GONCACT"U7.ACECOO"FCC~,CA~IMOAON~T~--------------------------------------·----------------------------------------1 
SIGN 
HERE 

WITNESSES TO SIGNATURES OF CLAIMANT IF MADE BY "X" MARK 
NOTE: Signature made by mark must be witnessed by two persons to whom the person making the statement is {Jef"sonally known, and the signatures and addresses a/such wit/ll'sses 
must be shown. 
43A SIGNATURECO~F~W~,~TCNC'CS"S,-----------------------,-:440A;:-S;'"GONCA:T'U:;-;;R"CO~F;-;;W;'T .... N""SS.-----------------------I 

438. ADDRESS OF WITNESS 44B. ADDRESS OF WITNESS 

PENALTY . Th~ ill ... provid~s ,ne'e pe""l!i~s which include fine or impri$Onment, or both, for the willful submi$&ion of an~ Slatement or nid .. nct' of H r>l"!t'tia! fac!, knowHl!> it to \1r false, or for th,' 
fraudulent acceptance of any payment to whkh you are nol tntilled. 

APPENDIX VI 
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fcorm "rPfoyed 
0\111 ,..,,,. 7(,o-RO]]~ 

V E TER,\NS AOMIHISTRA. liON SOC!"'~ SECURITY NO. V .. FII .. E NO. 

STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF CLAIM c_ 

Pi<IVACY ACT INFOk'MAnU~. Tile lntormiHlOn lumlshed on lrus lonn IS authouzed by eXISllng iaw (38 U.S.C. 210 (CJ(l)) knd 15 consloered r~lev~nl and 

T'~cessilry 10 delemllM' entJllerr.f:'nl 10 ~aJC.lm\,jm benehts applied for under the la'A'. The Infonnatlon submitted may be diSClosed outside the Veterans Adlllln-

IS tfallOn onh .IIS pemlllted ~ 10lw:.... _______ -,, __ -c" ______________________________________ ---I 

~ ~ST "' ........ [ ..... 100\..[ "' ....... E.L .... ST ...... "'E. OF VETE.R .... IooI(1yp.o'pn"') 

~~-~---------- ----,-------C---:c:---:-c--;-;--;---,--c:----;-
:;~--:__:-------_i 

Tne follOWing sl3tement IS m;Jdt, In connection with a claim for benefits in the case of the above-named veteran: 

'------------------------------------------i 

:----------------~~-----
----------------------I 

-------------- ----------------------
---~~-----I 

~---------- -----------------------------------1 

------,------- - --------'----~---~---------------I 

----- ,------- --,------------------------------------f 

-----------------~--
-- - -----i 

~ -----------------------------; 

--~-------~---
--------------

----

---- ---------

-- -------------------- -------------,--

---------~------------
-~-~----~-----_f 

-- -----------~----------------------- ------

--- ---------------------
~~,------~--

----

I CTRTlf"\' TH-\T\~, 1(>' 

'----------------------------------------

-,----:---:--:--:---------:--:-::-:--- -----_ .. _----
"L:\.\:"" T\ ·lOt' 1.:11_ pW',I'W'. ',t'\':'l·.:' Dl'oalut'~ v,:ll(h Includ:: ilnt' or nr:pnsonment. or 001:,. lor th,:;, \,cJl:;Ji SlIO::'.IS=iOn 01 .jn\' SIJIl':;-C'nl 01 

p\ldt'nc.- of oJ rr .. l'~·:!i111']Ct. knnwlnc 11 10 be iaise. 

' ... '[ h.,. 
, I:~, \ ..... h 21-4138 Ej(IST'-.G STOCI(S O~ v .... FOR .... 21 •• '38, JU ... '50-"7 

. "'!\..\.. BE USED. 
. ~ -,' , 
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• • VETERANS ADMINISTRATION 

APPOINTMENT OF VETERANS SERVICE ORGANIZATION 
AS CLAIMANT'S REPRESENTATIVE , LAST NAME _,,"IRST ... AME _MIDDLE NAME OF VETERAN 

2. VA FILE NO. (Include pref",) 

3. NAME OF SERVICE ORGANIZATION RECOGNIZED BY VETERANS ADMINISTRATION befo," ~'elerlmB orBaniz .. t.on) (See IiI>/ On reVerse side 4. SOCIAL SECURITY NO. . 
• 

S. INSURANCE N01S). (Include leller prcfol.) 

6A. SERVICE NO(5). 

68. BRANCH OF SERVICE 

INSTRUCT/O,VS - TYPE OR PRINT ALL ENTRIES 
7. NAME OF CLAIMANT (If olher than ""feran) 

S. RELATIONSHIP (ll other than veletan) 

9. ADDRESS OF CLAIMANT (No. and slreet or rural coule, cIty or P.O., Siale and ZIP Code) 10. DATE OF THIS APPOINTMENT 

NOTE .. Complete ftems llA and 118 only if claim filed for disability insurance benefits. 
11A. TyPE OF DISABILITY INSURANCE BENEFITS FILED 'OR 

'Ia. LOCATION OF INSURANCE RECORDS 
DNSLI o USGLI o NSLI AND USGLI o PHILADELPHIA o ST. PAUL I hereby appoint the above-named service organization as my representative to present my claim before the Veterans Administration for all benefits to which I may be entith..'<l or become entitled by virtue of the service of the above-named veteran under the laws administered by the Veterans Administration and to rf'ceive any information from the Veterans Administration in connection therewith. 

The accredited representative (che<"k one) 0 is authorized, o is not authorized to disclose infonnation necessary in the development of my claim to the local organiZation named below. 
--------NAME AND ADDRESS OF CHAPTER. POST OR UNIT 

VA FORM 23_22_1 SENT-'Q DATE S~NT ACKNOWLEDGED REVOKED (R .... son and dBle) VA (DB Ie) USE 0 RlI: E FILE 0 DEA FILE 
ONLY 0 INSURANCE 0 L G FILE FILE 

It is under!Otood that no fee or compensation of whatsoever nature will be charged me for service rendered pursuant to this power of attorney and that this power of attorney may be cancelPd by me, n< by the service organization named, on wri tten notice to the Veterans Administration. 
~- ~----------~ -SIGNATURE OF CLAIMANT 

----------------- --- ~-------~~ 

PROTECTION OF PRIVACY NOTICE 
Authority - The infonnation solicited on this fonn is requested under Section 3402 of Title 38 U.S.C. which provides for the recognition of rf>presentatives of certain organizations in the preparation, presentation and prosecution of claims under laws administered by the Veterans Administration; such repl"f'sentatives, upon appointment of claimant, may act for him or her and become entWed to infonnation under provisions of 38 U.S.C. 3301(b). 

Purpot=;e - To provid(' authority for r('presentation by r('cognized Veterans Service Organizations. 

Use - The infonnation will be used to identify your records. The infonnation may be disclosed outside the Veterans Administration a~ pennittC'd by law. 

Effects of Non-Disclosure - Di;;closuTf' of requested infonnation is voluntary; however, failure to furnish the information would impose administrative difficulties which may result in a delay in identifying your records and/or in a delay in the appointment of the named organization as your l"f'presentative. 
~ 

\OTA": As lun~ as this appuintment is in effect, the organization named herein wi.ll be recognized as the Mlc agent fur presentation of /lour c aim befort' the Vetnans Administration in connection with your claim or any portion thereof 
TIllS POWER OF ATTORNEY DOgS NOT REQUIRE EXECUTION BEFORE A NOTARY PUBLIC. 

VA FORM 
"'AI'! 1976 23-22 E)(ISTING STOCKS OF VA FORM 23-22, 

OCT 1974, WILL 8E USED. 

--
CLAIMS FOLDER 1 
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REQUEST PERTAINING TO MILITARY RECORDS 

PRIVACY ACT Of 1974 COM'UAHCl INfORMATION. The follo ..... irtg information i. p.oyid.d in OC(ordaM;. witt-. .5 V.S.c. 5520(_.1(3) and applies to this form. Authority for collech<>n of the 'nfOfmo'i.,.. i. 44 U.S.C. 2901, 3101, and 3103, and E.O. 9397 of No ... mb.. 22, 1943. DiKIo,ur. of the ,n'ormCllion i5 "oIuhtary. Th. prinCipal purpo .. 0' the information ;. to Gui., the focility .. ,..,tcirtg the .eeOi'd. in Iocoting and "."fying the correclne" of the ,.quuted .eco,d. or inforltlOtion to Onl ..... , your inquiry. Itovli~ ...... of 
the in'Ofmo"on CII e"oblidl.d and published in occordanu with .s V.S.c. 5.520(_.1141(01 

~ •• ,..otJ inJfn/cIiotl. M ".. ,..,.".. If _ ~ i, OA Tf Of IEQuEST 
ttHd«I. ... M p/QiIf pDpfH. 

iftClvde 1M troft,'.r of ,. ..... on' infom.ot;on to ap~ fM.tol. Sto,.. loco!, or foreign ogencie. for u .. in cjyil, (","inat, or regulototy in ••• tigotion. or ptOMCution. '" odditioft, this f __ II be fi~ with the appropriote military recordt GAd may be tronlf"," cMng 
with the I'ftord to onoth., agency in occDf'donce with the roatirMI "'H' •• tobliaNd by .... ag.m:y wt.idI main,ain, th. record. If th. r.qu..,ec! irlfotmaliCNI i. nat ,,",videe!. il may not 
1M po .. i~ to Mt'Viu your i~i? 

SECTION I-INFORMATION NEEDED TO LOCATE RECORDS Chtrni'" 0, Much .. po ... bIe) 1. NAME USED DURING SERVICE (lo,'. linl, oIId micIdk) 2. SOCIAL SECURITY NO. 3. DATE Of BIRTH 4. PLAQ Of tlRTH 

5 ACTIVE SERVICE PAST AND PRESENT If or 0" .H.c1i ... ,~. Mench it i, irnporto,,' thot AU..me. be st.own below, ~-.~--~CC--~C--C-"-'-H-C-H--OCf-,-,C.-"Cc-,-C--------------r-----C---co.-C"c,-Ofc--.CcrC,-,c,c,c"c,c"cc------,---C>ooIC---... ---,------------------­
SfIVlCf HUMin (.111_. ,ho ... /0., txpanizolion, il/mo ... n) DATE ENTERED OAT( RElEASED q,:J~.I. EN· DUliNG THIS I'fIIOO ---.l..!;1! LISTED 

6. RESERVE SERVICE, PAST OR PRESENT 
o UANCH OF SUVlCf 

7. NATIONAl GUARD MEMBERSHIP 

H "noM • .. clw-d h.,. • [J 
... DAlfS OF MfMIUSHl, c. a..d on. 

fROM TO OW- EN· 
(ER LISTED o 0 

(~h«t on~): [J G. AlMY [] ... "II fOla o ..• ) ... 
fROM TO ~:~- LI~~EO 

II. SflVICE NUMlfl DUliNG 
THIS I'fIIOO 

"- SflYlCE HUMIU OUIING 
THIS I'fIIOO 

d SUTE ._J .o.GAN'iATOO.N ,. D"TfS Of MfMlnSHff' ,. a..d on. 

o 0 8. IS SERVICE PERSON DEC~EA=SE~Do-- -----------'---------'-----------+..~.=I::S~IW:::-ACS~,~IN::;:O~IV7.,=O7.U~A~l~ACM:;;;Il~IT~A~.~Y~.~E~T~"~E~Ec-----O V" 0 NO OR flEET RESERVIST 0 '" II '''.'' ".n'~r dot. ol,J#OIh: 

SECTION II-REQUEST 
I. EXPlAIN WHAT 

2. If yOU ONLY INFORMATION OR 
NEED A DOCUMENTS 
STATEMENT YOU NEED; OR, ----------.-
Of SERVICE CHECI( ITEM 2; 

.---. ,-OR, COMPLETE ------~ 

0 ITEM 3 ..,. .. 
YE"I J. lOST o. IEPOn Of SEPAIiAnON 

Thi. conlairu information normolly ~ 10 tHt.rmi~ Willibility lor IHMfih., " mtly ". Ium;.1Ntt/ only IV "'-
{DO Fono ", M ISSUfD SEPARA· 0 ~v; .. o""" ... '-ron, ~ Ivtvi .. ing ~x, (II tin, eN 10 a ,.",..."IoH .... willi ... twon', .igft«! ~ PIwrr.5 0/ tItn IonrtJ. nON 

DOCUMENT YEAI Tlti • • ho .... only IIw- do,. ontl chotoctw at di.cho~. It i. (If link .. aN. in thl.nnini"f/ .Iillibi/ity lor IHM",.. It REPLAct:· b. DISCHAIGf ISSUED mtlY ". iuUft/ ~ 10 ... t.ton. di~ ~ eN IIItd.r honorGbI. condilklns; cv. i/ d««1Nd. '" Ib. 0 CUTlFICATf MENT 
'lJnIir'i"fl spou ... REQUEST 

c. U'lAlN HOW SEPAI"nON DOCUMfNT WAS lOST 
(Compk~ 

o t;Nb,' 
pod <J 

4. EXPlAIN PURPOSE FOR WHICH INFORMATION OR 
DOCUMENTS ARE NEEDED 

5. RelEASE AUTHORIZATION, If REQUIRED 
(R.ad i,ufruclHM 3 on ,._IN .id.j 

I hereby authoria:e r.l.as. of the requested informatian/documents 
10 the ~rlon indicated at right litem 7). 

YETERAN 
SIGN HEIE· ___________________ _ 

{If .ign«I by (1"- "-' .... twatt:. 
Ihow r.JofioftJlHp 10 ... ~ 

lto-lO!! 

6. IEQUESTfI 

•. IDfNTlflCATlON (tiled appropriot. box) o S- f*KIn ... tif ...... s.c,. I 0 ................ o ..... t 01 .ift ""'~ ___________________ __ 

o """'-"" 

N_. 
""""-

""" ''''''. city. 
S .. ,. 

""" ZiP 
<Odo 

COMPlETE RETURN ADDRESS 

IT ....... fOUl ....... J...711 
IIIBft.IIIIIItr GS4, "'1~1 at) 101-11 UO-I APPENDIX IX 



INSTRUCTIONS 

t. ,"tonnatlon n •• d.d t. locat. roc.rd,. C.rloin identifyin; information i. 

~.n0'l' to det.rmine ,h. location of on individual', ,ecord of milita,y lervice. 

PitKJ •• gi .... careful considerotion to ond on ...... r each item on this form. If you 

do not hoy. and COMot obtain the information for on ifom, show "NA," 

me-oning th. information i, "nol o ... oilobl .... Include 01 much of tho roque,led 

infonnation o. you (on. Thi. will help UI to gi .... yO\,l the bfu! pouible 10O'ico. 

1.. Chorg ... f., •• ryleo. A nominol fee i. chalged for certoin typel of service. 

In most inllonce. 'lnvi,. fe •• (annat be determined in advance. If your requell 

i" ... oIvel a lervice fee you .... ill be notified 01 loon 01 thai determination i. 

mod •. 
I. .... trictlon. on r.I •••• of Information. Information from records of 

military pellonn~1 is ,el~a~ed 'IJbi~ct to restrictions impo)~d by th~ military 

deportm~nt~ consilient ..... ith the provisions of the fr~edom of Information Act of 

1967 (01 amended 197.01) and th~ Privacy Act of 197 ..... A service penan hal 

occen to olmos' any informatIon contained in hi' o ..... n record. The next of kin 

(ute ;t~m 4 al ;""rucrio'u) if the veteran is deceoled and Federal officers for 

oHiciol pIJrpolU are authorized ta receive information fram a militory service 

Of medical record only 01 specified in the above cited Actl. Other reqIJestel$ 

mUll have the releo~e authorization in item 5 of the farm signed by the 

SERVICE 

AIR 
fOICE 
(USAF) 

MARINE 
CORPS 
(USMC) 

veteron or, if deuoled, by ttle nut of kin. fmployerl ortd other. needing proof 

of military services ore e_pected to accept ttle infOrmation .ho ..... n on dOCumenh 

iuued by the Armed forUI 01 the time a .ervice person i, uparaled. 

4. Preceden,e of nexl of IIln. The order 01 precedence 01 the nut of kin is: 

unremarried wida ..... or ..... ido ... er. eldest Ion or doughier, father or mother, eldest 

brolh~r or 1;lle,. 

5. location of military penonnel record •. The various categorie, 01 m.l"ory 

personnel record. are ducribed in the chort belo .... For each category there " 0 

code number ..... hich indicate, the oddreu 01 the bottom of the page to ..... hich 

thil requelt should be lent. for each military service Ihere il a no Ie explojmng 

approximalely how long Ihe ,ecord~ o'e held by the military lervice before they 

are transferred 10 the National Pe",of'nel Record. Cenler, St. lOIJi,. Pleo$e read 

the$e note$ corefully and make sure you lend your inquiry to the right oddreu. 

Iff the person hOj fWo 0' mo" pe"ocll of sef"lllC' Within tM Jomf! bronch Jf!nd 

yov, feqVlt" 10 thf! offict! hailing Iht! record for Mt! fa,t ~riod of .t!l'l'ict!_) 

6. D.finitlon, 'or abbre.,iatlon, u'ed below: 

PfRS-Penonnel Record, 

MfD-Medicol Records 

- - ---- ----.-

----
14 

6 
-----.--~~-~

- 4 
. ---- -----.-~ ... ---~ -- '--- --- .------~ I! 

-- _. - -- -----_._- ~-
6 

7 

Army ,'corell 0" 

t'(Jf/$f~",d fa 

NPI?C a' 'OCII 0' 
p,ouu,d (obov, 

30 cloy, ofler 

"porotion) 

.----------------+-0-
Active office" (including Notional Guard on active duty in the U.S. Armyl. 8 

- - ------------4-=-

ARMY 
(USA) 

NAVY 
(USN) 

Novy "cord, ore 
'ransf"."rtd to 

NPRC 6 months 

after ~ti"mf!nt or 

camplefe ,~pa'a'iOfl. 

Aclive enlisted (including National Guard on acti ... e duty in the U.S. Army) and e~.~""."I."d'-."T:DC."lc· __________ +c~9=-

Current National Guard olticen not on active_duty~ the ~.S. Ar~, ___ . ____ . ______________ +-1,2:;.-

Current National Guard enlisted not on active duty in the U.S. Army. __________ . _________ -t.-."1,3
C

_ 

Discharged and deceased members (,ef! next item). ________________________ +cl~4::.-

Officers .eporoted before 7/1/17 and enlisted separated before 1111/12. 6 
---------~-~ 

Officers. Qnd "Warrant officers TORL 
8 

Active members (including reservis" on active duty}-PERS and MED 10 

Discharged, deceased, fetired (with ond without poylleu than lix months, I PERS only 10-

TORl, drilling and nondrilling releNilts I MED only 11 

Disc;harged, deceased, retired (with and without poy) more than lix months (IU next item)-PERS & MEO 14 

Officers separated before 1/1/03 ond enlisted 'eparot~d before 1I1/1886-PERS o~":~d~M~E~D'_. __ ~ ____ ~.L~6~ 

,. Cotk 12 appfi~, fa ocNve duty r«orch 01 eurr,mf Not;onal Guard aHie~'s who performed J~f"lIic~ ;n M~ U.S. Army oft., 6/30/12. 

C;xJ. 13 t:Jpplifts 10 QctiY~ duty ,.eords 01 cu~nf Notional Guard .nfiltrtd IIUImb." who ".rformed Je,...jcf!;n tht! U.S. Anny QII~' 6/30/72. 

ADDRESS LIST Of CUSTODIANS (BY CODE NUMBERS SHOWN A80VE)--Whe e t ..... ,iteisend this form for each category of records , 0 

USAF Military Penon~1 Cenler Mprine Corps ReseNe FOrcel USA MllPERCEN ~""y Notional Guard Perlan~1 

1 Military Personnel Records 5 Administrotian Center 8 Attn, OAPC-PSR-R Center 

Division 1500 E. aanni~ler Rood 200 Stovall Street 12 Columbia Pike Office Building 

Randolph AFB, TX 781~8 Kansas City, MO 6~131 Alexandria. VA 22332 5600 Columbia Pike Boulevard 

-
Air Reserve Personnel Center Commander 

faUs Church. VA 220.011 

2 
Military Archi ... el Division 

U.S. Army Enlisted Records 
7300 Eost 111 Avenue Notional Archives &. Records 
Denver, CO 80280 6 Service 9 and Evolualion Center The Adiutant General 

Commandanl 
Gen~rol Se ..... ices Administration ft. Beniamin Horrilon. 13 (of th. apP,opriat. State, DC. or 

3 Walhington, DC 20~08 
IN .... 6249 Pue,to fl;eo) 

U.S. COOlt Guard 

Washington, DC 20590 Chief of Naval Personnel 

- 1--- Commander 10 Deportment of ttle Navy Notional Personnel Record. 

Commando'lt of the Morine U.S. Army Reserve Componenh Walhington, DC 20370 Center 

c""'. 7 
Penonnel &. Adminislrotion 14 {Military Personnel Records} 

4. Headquarters, U.S. Morine Center Naval Reserve 9700 Page Boule"vard 

Corps 9700 Page 60ulevord 11 Penonnel Center St. louil, MO 63132 

Washington, DC 20380 SI. louis, MO 63132 Ne ..... Orleans, LA 70146 

*USGPO 1963-)81-488/2741 
51ANDAlO fOUl. 110 .... CI: • •• 5-11) 
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• 1·9 
APPEAL TO BOARD OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

• 10·10 
APPLICATION FOR MEDICAL BENEFITS 

• 10·10M 
MEDICAL CERTIFICATE 

• SSA· 24 
APPLICATION FOR SURVIVORS BENEFITS· FORM TO SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION 

• 21·535 
APPLICATION FOR DEPENDENCY AND INDEMNITY COMPENSATION BY PARENT 

• 21·686C 
DECLARATION OF MARITAL STATUS 

• 22·5490 
APPLICATION FOR SURVIVOR AND DEPENDENTS EDUCATION ASSISTANCE 

• 21·4138 
STATEMENT iN SUPPORT OF CLAIM 

• 60·3288 
REQUEST FOR AND CONSENT TO RELEASE INFORMATION FROM CLAIMANT'S RECORDS 

• 23· 22 
APPOINTMENT OF VETERANS SERVICE ORGANIZATION AS CLAIMENT'S REPRESENTATIVE 

• DO 293 
APPLICATION FOR THE REVIEW OF D1SCHARCI R DISMISSAL FROM THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES 

• SF·lsO·I05 
REQUEST PERTAINING TO MIUTARY RECORDS 
REQUEST FOR SERVICE INFORMATION 

APPENDIX X 




