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t.he Wu in '!be aepublio or yut. JlAa"t.nu veteran George Pugl~ Jr. 

y.ar. later ~in~ing it va. just a. devistating a. a bullet. or pieoe 

ot' IInrapnel received in combat .. nd is IIIIIritorioU8 ot thll _clal. 

In 'thoae day. long ago p he did not aslc vhat hia oount.ry o'ould 

do for him ••• but. vnat. n. could do for his country ••• 

Bow today h. asks ... vhat hU country w111 do for him" hie children 

and his ohildren'. ohildren. 

from a loving brother 

Viet Wam V.t.ran 

This medal i. aymbolio and tn pr •• enting it to one 
veteran it i. 1.1.0 , in spirit Deing pre.ented to 
Viet XAm V.terans that surfer the effect. of 

Agent. Qrange. 

Deaigned by Vlet )lam 'eteran Sdward oJ. Oonlclin 
served vith Th. unit.d State. Marina Oorpa 

]tilo 00.. 'rel. Bat. 9 )far. 'rel Mar. Di-y. 
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July 14, 1)86 

Once upon a time the"':b 1d&S ';'8. drh(ci'n, who [18',) 
~roand the countryside looking for prey. Tho nos­
trils of the drarron flared when it sa", its victims 
nestled in niches and tunnels. It belched a stoady 
stream of smoke and fire. 

The dragon called for some help bccuuse at times 
it was hurd to see t'oe prey, called ellas. And the 
help \-/(15 0. couple of cowboys cFlllecl I;anch Ilanels, and 
they were told to scorch the earth with their own 
brew of drnr:on' s brouth. IJtlt the hetter the dru;'on 
could see the prey, thB deeper they uU,' anr! ill1 the 
morc thE: nllnch ilG.nu~) .... 101'8 to !..3corcl-l the or:rth. 

Hooniernts were close cousins to the Ranch llands 
unu t~G 'tunnel rats, und they wer'o nIl comr;lJos of 
the Dr'Fon. 

~ell it seems the tunnel ruts foupht like l~d'S 
o\v'n forces and the RRnch Hands, to help their 
cousins, spreBl: more drar7cJn's hreath on the lanc1.. 
rhey all four:ht for whnt they thou~ht was rirht and 
it worked for a while but somethinr: happened, not 
rif~h't away, l~ut years later. The hoonierats and 
V-H.:ir close cousins and tte !~r;nch ]lands st;;rted to 
~~'et sick and the Dra-"on disappe;,::rec] ;~cross Ii :iOUy 
of 'later past the 13!ld of tinsel and rli tter F,nd 
nestled between the golden bridre ond the welcominr 
lcdy. 

It uisgorred itself of its own living beings who 
were themselves distant cousins to the tunnel rats 
and close cousins to the boonierats. And the rats 
joined their even mora distant cousins cRlled the 
desert rats from the land called ~ojave. 

And the sick c'ot sicker and they cotlldn' t undor­
stand what happened to the Dragon, for in a puff of 
c:moke it Vias ,':one. But the rats vlOuld j)e he:crd of 
ar:[tin and \'lQuld protest. !I1)e 2re sick "nd dyinr:". 
,\nd they soarcheu for their old comrClde tiley n.o', 
called. Puff. 

Puff \.'Q;; cLanclonecl \-lith ~i~ hlooe turniL1I-" to 
rust <:.:nd his t:wl ti-r-r8un skin sC31in!". :'.nd they 
begf2;ed him, lI!':if"'lty \·n.lrrior, 'viC ",re dying- ; .... nd our 
chiltlr8n ure afflicted. If our lives you can't 
save, fir':ht to SFJve our chi1dren". And within the 
dimensions of tIl'; minds of his former comrades, ~uff 
s]JreuJ his wincs and belched the flames of one 
tl;nu:~:Jncl suns ;lIld r;lllied them, the new T"iVH;~IIX. 

'nd the comr&des followed the Drn'on and the 
Dl'rJ. "on to~,l them to !lh"nr' on brothers" !lhave fDith n 
"inc ,q",elicve in t 1lcir raker" lithe '(jar ",ould he won" 
"no :,lOr(;; 1,:o1l1d thl::l 1:(; dink,'! do\-.', numl;er 10 , cr"z;} 
"8D)l8." ,',nJ \-iith ['Teat difficulty they j'elieved 
~!nd ~~~;clluli tlloir rnnks. 

'·',nd they ',,'8r(; tested :jncl judr,'ed, as more died 
throe , .. nd fourfold joined. They belieVed vlith all 
t!leir he:.::'rts o.nd souls in their cause. In private 
mOUlents hehind closed doors, Rway from their cousins 
~nd clo~e cousins and distarlt cousins, they prayed 
ulone witll folded hands, on bent knee, with lowered 
h(;~lU, !fIf I cunnot be spared, please sp[lre m,Y 
children. II 

'Ehe worrl wns ~eDr(], on the streets and in the 
home,;, at the workplace Clnd on the plaYf"round, :lnd 
throul':hout the world from lloscow to 0ai["on and 
'.:achinRton to Cairo and they lVere heard by the 
'letsI'<:.tns of r..ff"'hanif,:;t8n, very distant cousins. 

For the r thClt reir:necl supreme in the markets 
at mallia-sans' rerister, boug~t not one drink , not 
ono firl, not one favor to com:'ensate for the 
horror of the pee that rBine~ from the sky. 

The rat~ wore heard anu t~ey hcd fbith and they 
were not ubandoned. 

t'ith rots like thnt, who neeus any ,ore friends? 

.1"1 C,.IJ-"" Y~~;ur:lia 
C~ V ,SecretAry 
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