
4 April 1991 

Mary R. stout 
Preaident 
Vietnam Veterana of Am.rica 
2001 S Street, NW 
Suite 700 
Waahington, DC 20009 

Dear Ma. Stout: 

E. R. ZUMWALT, JR. 
ADNJaAL. u. s. NAVY (UT.) 

On Yebruary 6, 1991, Preaident Bush signed the Ag.nt Orange Act of 1991. Thia 
ia' • firat atatutory recognition by the Government of the diaabling eff.cta of 
Ag.. ~range .xpo.ure. Und.r the laqi.lation the National Academy of Science haa 
th.imary r •• ponaibility for evaluating and reporting finding. of. h.alth 
ef!. of dioxin exposure to the secretary of Veteran. Affaire. Under thia 
m.a " v.t.ran. suff.ring from two form. of cancer, non-Hodgkina lymphoma and 
aof .• sue .arcoma, will be .ligible for compen.ation. Much need. to be done 
to, .8W the scientific literature and the po •• ibility to conduct pilot .tudies 
to a.~ermine oth.r disea.e. which may be caused by expo.ure to Ag.nt Orange. In 
my report to the Secretary, I reported my finding that 28 di.ea ••• are probably 
cau.ed by expoaure ta Agent Orange. 

Unfortunately, the National Academy of Sci.nce will not r.nder it. firat report 
to the Secretary of Veteran. Affair. until Auqu.t 1992. In the meantime, Vietnam 
v.teran. continue to .uffer and die of exotic cancer. a. a re.ult of expo.ure to 
Agent Orange. Wive. of Vietnam v.teran. who have two and three children with 
birth defect. are pennil •••• 

In order to fill the gap, it i. my view, and also .hared by oth.r Vietnam 
v.teran., that th.re ia a need to •• tabli.h an Agent Orange coordinating Council, 
made up of vet.ran. a.rvice organization.. The Council i. n.ce •• ary in the 
interim until the National Academy of Science i. geared up and eff.ctively 
r.vi ing the aci.ntific literature and making recommendation. to the Secr.tary 
for ~n.ation. 

I wo • appreciate it if you could indicate to me your willingne •• to provide a 
reprea.ntativ. on the Agent Orange coordinating COuncil. The fight for 
compen.ation and a fair .ettlement of the i •• ue i. not over. Veteran •• ervic. 
organization. need to clo.ely monitor the action. of the National Academy of 
Science and I look. forward to working with you a. _ ut up and effectively 
utilize an Agent Orange COOrdinating Council. 

Sincerely, 

ff.~~ 


