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On February 6, 1991, Pr.sident Bush .igned the Agent Orang. Act of 1991. This 
is the first statutory r.cognition by the Gov.rnment of the di.abling effects of 
Agent Orange exposur.. Und.r the l.gislation the National Academy of Sci.nc. has 
the primary responsibility for evaluating and reporting findings of health 
effects of dioxin exposure to the Secretary of V.teran. Affair.. Und.r this 
m.asure, veteran •• uffering from two form. of cancer, non-Hodgkins lymphoma and 
soft tissue sarcoma, will be eligible for compensation. Much needs to be done 
to review the .cientific lit.rature and the po •• ibility to conduct pilot .tudies 
to determine other di.ea.e. which may be cau.ed by expo.ure to Agent Orange. In 
my report to the Secretary, I reported my finding that 28 di.ea.e. are probably 
caused by exposure to Agent Orange. 

Unfortunately, the National Academy of Sci.nce will not r.nder its fir.t report 
to the S.cr.tary of Veteran. Affair. until Augu.t 1992. In the meantime, Vietnam 
vet.rans continue to suffer and die of .xotic cancer. a. a r •• ult of expo.ure to 
Agent Orange. Wives of Vietnam veteran. who have two and three children with 
birth defects are pennil •••• 

In order to fill the gap, it i. my view, and also shared by other Vietnam 
veterans, that there is a need to e.tabli.h an Ag.nt Orange coordinating Council, 
made up of veterans service organization.. The council is n.cessary in the 
interim until the National Academy of Science i. geared up and effectively 
reviewing the .cientific literature and making recommendation. to the Secretary 
for compensation. 

1 would appreciate it if you could indicat. to me your willingne •• to provide a 
representative on the Agent Orange Coordinating Council. The fight for 
compensation and a fair .ettlement of the is.u. i. not over. vet.rans service 
organization. need to clo.ely monitor the action. of the National Academy of 
Sci.nce and I look forward to working with you a. we set up and effectively 
utilize an Agent Orange coordinating Council. 

Sincerely, 

E'{~~ 


