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D.ar Admir.l Xilclin., 

on February 6, 1991, Pr.aident au.h aigned the Agent oranve Act of 1991. Thia 
ia the fir.t .t.tutory recognition by the Gove~nt of the diaabling .ffect. of 
Agent Oranve .xpo.ur.. Under the legi.l.tion the •• tional Acadaey of Sci.nc. h •• 
the primary r •• pon.ibility for ev.lu.ting and reporting finding. of he.lth 
effect. of dioxin expo.ur. to the Secretary of Veteran. Aff.ir.. Under thi. 
_ •• ure, vet.ran •• uff.ring f~ t_ fOrllll of canc.r, non-BodC)k1n. lyaaphoala and 
.oft ti •• u •• ar_, will be .ligibl. for co.pen •• tion. Much need. to be done 
to review the .ci.ntHic lit.r.ture and the po •• ibility to conduct pilot .tudi •• 
to det.rmin. oth.r di •••••• which _y be c.uaed by expo.ure to Agent oranve. In 
my r.port to the Secretary, I reported my finding thet 2S di ...... are probably 
c.u.ed by expo.ure to Agent oranve. 

Unfortunat.ly, the •• tional Acadaey of Sci.nce will not r.nder it. fir.t r.port 
to th. Secr.tary of Veteran. Aff.in until Auguet 1992. In the .. antt-, Vietnam 
vet.ran. continu. to .uff.r and die of exotic cancer •••• re.ult of expo.ure to 
Ag.nt orange. Wiv •• of Vietn .. veteran. who have t_ and three childr.n with 
birth d.f.ct. are pennil •••• 

In ord.r to fill the g.p, it i. my view, and .lao .hared by other Vietnam 
vet.ran., th.t th.r. i •• need to •• tabli.h an Agent oranve Coordinating COuncil, 
m.d. up of vet.ran. ..&'Vice organiz.tion.. The Council i. _ •• ary in the 
int.rim until th ••• tion.l Acadaey of Science i. geared up and .ffectively 
reviewing the .ci.ntific lit.r.ture and making recaa.endation. to the Secretary 
for compen •• tion. 

I would appr.ci.t. it if you could indic.t. to .. your willingne •• to provide • 
repr ••• nt.tiv. on the Agent orange Coordinating COuncil. The fight for 
compen •• tion and • f.ir .ettl_t of the i._ i. not over. Veteran ••• &'Vic. 
organiz.tion. need to clo .. ly aonitor the action. of the •• tional Acadaey of 
Sci.nc. .nd I look forward to _rking with you •• _ .et up and .ffectiv.ly 
utilize an Agent orange Coordinating Council. 

Sincer.ly, 

?~~~ 


