
4 April 1991 

Charl •• Z. Jo.cke1, Jr. 
National Adjutant 
Waahington H.adquart.r. 
Disabl.d Am.rican vet.rans 
807 Main. Av.nue, SW 
Washington, DC 20024 

D.ar Mr. Joeckel' 

E. R. ZUMWALT, JR. 
ADMIRAL. u. S. NAVY (RET.) 

On F.bruary 6, 1991, Pr •• ident Bu.h .igned the Agent Orange Act of 1991. This 
is the first statutory recognition by the Gov.rnment of the di.abling .ffecta of 
Ag.nt Orange expo.ure. Under the legi.lation the National Academy of Science haa 
the primary r.sponsibility for evaluating and r.porting finding. of h.alth 
.ffect. of dioxin .xpo.ure to the S.cretary of Vet.ran. Affair.. Und.r this 
m.asur., v.teran. suffering from two form. of canc.r, non-Hodgkin. lymphoma and 
soft tis.u. sarcoma, will be eligible for compensation. Much needs to b. don. 
to r.view the scientific literature and the pos.ibility to conduct pilot studies 
to d.t.rmine oth.r di.ea.e. which may be cau.ed by expo.ure to Agent Orange. In 
my r.port to the S.cr.tary, I r.port.d my finding that 28 dis.a •• s are probably 
caus.d by .xposur. to Agent Orange. 

Unfortunat.ly, the National Academy of Sci.nce will not r.nder its first r.port 
to the S.cr.tary of Vet.rans Affair. until August 1992. In the meantime, Vietnam 
v.t.rans continu. to .uffer and die of exotic canc.r. a. a re.ult of .xposure to 
Ag.nt Orange. Wive. of Vietnam vet.ran. who have two and thr .. children with 
birth def.ct. are pennil •••• 

In ord.r to fill the gap, it i. my view, and also .hared by other Vi.tnam 
v.t.ran., that th.;e i. a need to e.tabli.h an Agent Orange Coordinating CounCil, 
made up of veteran. .ervice organization.. The Council i. nec.ssary in the 
interim until the National Academy of Sci.nce is geared up and effectiv.ly 
reviewing the scientific literature and making recommendation. to the S.cr.tary 
for compen.ation. 

I would appreciate it if you could indicate to me your willingne.s to provide a 
repres.ntativ. on the Agent Orange Coordinating Council. Th. fight for 
compensation and a fair .attlement of the is.ue is not ov.r. V.t.ran. s.rvic. 
organization. need to clo.ely monitor the action. of the National Academy of 
Science and I look forward to working with you a. _ .et up and effectively 
utilize an Agent Orange Coordinating Council. 

Sinc.r.ly, 


