
4 April 1991 

John M. Adams 
Deputy Bxecutive Director 
TRBA Government Affairs 
225 N. Washington Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

Dear Kr. Adams, 

E. R. ZUMWALT, JR. 
ADMIRAL. U. S. NAVY CUT.) 

On February 6, 1991, President Bush signed the Agent Orange Act of 1991. This 
is the first statutory recognition by the Government of the di.abling effecta of 
Agent Orange expo.ure. Under the legislation the National Academy of Science haa 
the primary responaibility for evaluating and reporting findings of health 
effect. of dioxin exposure to the Secretary of Veteran. Affair.. Under this 
mea.ure, veterans .uffering from two forms of cancer, non-Hodgkins lymphoma and 
aoft tiasue .arcoma, will be eligible for compen.ation. Much need. to be done 
to review the scientific literature and the po •• ibility to conduct pilot studies 
to determine other diaease. which may be cau.ed by expo.ure to Agent Orange. In 
my report to the Secretary, I reported my finding that 2B di.eases are probably 
caused by expoaure to Agent Orange. 

Unfortunately, the National Academy of Science will not render it. fir.t report 
to ".e Secretary of Veteran. Affair. until Augu.t 1992. In the meantime, Vietnam 
v . ,n. continue to suffer and die of exotic cancer. a. a re.ult of expo.ure to 
A,. Orange. Wive. of Vietnam veteran. who have two and three children with 
birth defects are pennile ••• 

In order to fill the gap, it is my view, and al.o shared by other Vietnam 
veterana, that there is a need to e.tabli.h an Agent Orange COOrdinating Council, 
made up of veterans service organization.. The Council i. nece •• ary in the 
interim until the National Academy of Science i. geared up and effectively 
reviewing the acientific literature and making recommendation. to the secretary 
for compensation. 

I would appreciate it if you could indicate to me your willingness to provide a 
representative on the Agent Orange COOrdinating council. The fight for 
compensation and a fair .ettlement of the i •• ue i. not over. Veteran •• ervice 
organization. need to clo.ely monitor the action. of the National Academy of 
Science and I look forward to working with you a. we .et up and effectively 
utilize an Agent Orange COOrdinating Council. 

Sincerely, 

f.~~~tf!(f 


