
E. R. ZUMWALT. JR. 
ADMIRAL. u. s. NAVY (RET.) 

4 April 1991 

VAOM Dudl.y L. Carlson, USN (R.t.) 
Navy League of the United States 
2300 Wilson Boulevard 
Arlington, VA 22201 

Dear Admiral Carlson. 

On February 6, 1991, Pr.sid.nt Bu.h signed the Ag.nt Orang. Act of 1991. This 
is the first statutory recognition by the Gov.rnment of the di.abling .ff.cts of 
Ag.nt Orang. exposur.. Und.r the legi.lation the National Academy of Sci.nc. has 
the primary r •• ponsibility for .valuating .nd r.porting finding. of he.lth 
effect. of dioxin expo.ur. to the S.cr.t.ry of V.t.r.n. Affair.. Und.r this 
mea.ure, vet.r.n. suff.ring from two form. of canc.r, non-Hodgkins lymphoma .nd 
soft tissue •• rcom., will be .ligibl. for compen.ation. Much need. to be done 
to review the .ci.ntific lit.r.tur. and the po •• ibility to conduct pilot studies 
to d.t.rmin. oth.r di •••••• which may be cau •• d by .xpo.ur. to Ag.nt Orange. In 
my report to the S.cr.tary, I r.ported my finding th.t 28 di ••••••• r. probably 
c.used by expo.ur. to Agent Orang •• 

Unfortunat.ly, the N.tion.l Ac.demy of Science will not r.nd.r it. fir.t report 
to the Secreta.ry of Vet.ran. Aff.ir. until Augu.t 1992. In the me.ntime, Vietnam 
veterans continua to .uffer .nd die of exotic canc.r. a. • re.ult of expo.ure to 
Agent Orange. Wive. of Vi.tnam veter.n. who have two and th~ .. childr.n with 
birth defect. are pennil •••• 

In order to fill the gap, it i. my view, and al.o .hared by other Vietnam 
veterans, that there i •• need to establi.h an Ag.nt Or.nge COOrdinating Council, 
made up of v.t.r.n. ..rvic. organization.. Th. COuncil i. nece •• ary in the 
interim until the fI.tional Ac.demy of Sci.nc. i. geared up .nd effectively 
reviewing the .cientific lit.ratur •• nd making r.commend.tion. to the S.cretary 
for compen.ation. 

I would appreciate it if you could indic.t. to me your willingn.s. to provide a 
represent.tiv. on the Ag.nt Orang. COOrdinating COuncil. Th. fight for 
compen.ation .nd a f.ir •• ttlement of the ia.u. i. not ov.r. V.t.r.na .ervice 
organiz.tion. need to clo •• ly monitor the action. of the N.tion.l Academy of 
Science .nd I look forw.rd to working with you a. _ •• t up and effectively 
utilize an Agent Or.ng. COOrdinating Council. 

Sincerely, 

~t:~~ 


