
THE! SECRETARY OF VETERANI 

WASHINGTON 

MAY 171995 

Mr. John F. SOIT~er, Cr. 
Executive Jirector, The American Leg~ 

Dear Mr. Somrr.er: 

r. 

This is i.n response to your letter of March 24, 1995, 
ccncer~ing tIle recent decision by the Australian government 
~o recognize a link between prostate cancer and herbicide 
exposure i.n 'Jietnam. You have asked that VA recognize 
prostate cancer as a condition for which service cennection 
can be presu~ed based on herbicide exposure. 

VA is rE:quired by ?ub. L. 102-4, the Agent Orange Act 
of 199}, to take into account reports fr.om the National 
Academy of Sciences (N1'.S) in determining which conditions 
should be corrpensated based en exposure to herbicides ~n 
Vietnam. Af::er reviewi.:19 tbe ),993 NAS report, I deterrr.ined 
~hat the credible evidenc~ a~ain5t an a550cia~ion between 
prostate cancer and herbicide exposure ou:weighs the 
credible eVlden:::e :::or sucll al. as:3oc:ation. The decision 
that a positive association does not exist was publlshed In 
the Federal Regis~er on Jan~ary ~, 1994. 

I have requested NAS to address prostate cancer 2n its 
next report, wbich is due to be published later this year. 
I ~ave also asked :he Under Secretary for Benefits and the 
Under Secretary for Health to contact the A~5tralian 
government for evidence concerning their determination 
regarding the association of prostate cancer with Agent 
Orange exposure. 

VA is also aware that the Environmental Pro'::ect:on 
Aqency has published a draft report on the health effects of 
dioxin. rtle believe that NAS will re'Jiew this i"forrc.ation in 
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their next report. When that report is received, w~ will 

reassess the evidence concerning a possible associa:ion 

between prostate cancer and herbicide exposure. 

I appreciate your interest in this important issue. 

Please let me know if I can be of further assistance. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~,.,..--
o;:;s: Brown 

JBilw 


