THE SECRETARY OF VETERAN!
WASBHINGTON r

ay 1785 (

Mr, Jchn F. Sommer, JCr.
Executive Director, The American Legi

Dear Mr., Scmrmer:

This is in response to ycur letter of March 24, 1995,
¢encerning the recent decisicn by the Australian government
0 recognize a linx between prostate cancer and herbicide
exposure in Vietnam. You have asked that VA recognize
prostate cancetr as a condition for which service ccnnecticn
can be presuned based on herbpicide exposure.

VA 1s required by Pub., L., 102-4, the Agent Orange Act
of 1931, tc take into account repcrts from the National
Academy of Sciences (NAS) in determining which conditions
should hbe compensated based cn exposure to herbicides in
Vietnam. After reviewing the 1993 NAZ report, I determined
that the credible evidence aygainst an associa=ior between
prostate cancer and herbiclide expcsure outweighs the
credible evairdence Ior such a; association. The decisicn
that a positive association does not exist was published in
the Federal Fegilster on Januvary 4, 1294,

I have requested NAS tc address prostate cancer in it
next report, which is due to ke published later this year.
I nave also asked the Urnder Secretary for Benefits and the
Under Secretary for Healtn to contact the Australian
gevernment for evidence ccrncerning thelr cdeterminaticn
regarding the assoclation of prostate cancer with Agent
Orange exposure,

YA is aizo aware that the Environmental Pro%ection
Agency has published a draft report on the health effects of
diexin. We relieve that NAS will review this infzsrrmation in
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their nexr repcrt. When that repart is received, we will
reassess the evidence cencerning a possible asscciaticn

between prostate cancer and rerbicide exposure.

I appreciate your interest in this important issue.
Please let me know if I can be of further assistance.

gincerely yours,

%‘@"h
Jesse Brown

JB/ 1w



