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o Clinton to ereste adviser, committee to study Gult War syndrome: blasts GOP for cutting 
veterans' tlealttl aervlces, During a speech to the Veterans Qf Foreign Wars te-day. P'eslde~t Clinton 
ar,nouncad Ilis decision :c create a preSidential advisery committee des!g1ed to study the reported 
illr1esse~ effecting those who ssrved in the Persian Gulf War. ThQ committee will be comprised ai 
scientists. doctors and veterans and will ma,~~ recommendations on how to find the caw&eQ ~i the 
syndrome and Improve t~e mediCClI care for Gulf War v9tetanS, The Aoministration wilt spend $ ~ 3 miil;on 
C'~ new researci' to exami~e possible causes of the veterans' iIInes3ss. The variety of syrpt:ms 
reported by the veterans has my'St!~ed reaearchers, with many In the medi~al commlJ!1ily hOldi~g the 
belief there is 110 such c~eilture as the Guli War syndrome. Racanlly, Hilliary Rodham Cllntor 'las been 
maating with Gulf War veterolnS to listen to their claims, but II Is conSidered unlikely Mrs. Climer. will haad 
the ~ew ccmmitt .. e. C!into~'s move was supported by Senate Minority Lellcer Top Daschl~. who said 
today: "ThiS. as you know. has been very important to me for a long perted of time. We have fought and 
f':iught 10 get to tM" peint we're Elt today to pwt the kind of priority raquirQd for Persian Gwlf vete'Olns that 
we did for Agent Orange! veterans. I'm very concerned that up until at least reC&n!ly, tha VA. thl> :)9iense 
Department has not given the Persia:') Gulf problems the kind of priority that they need, So. the 
PreSident's anr.ouncel1"em today tl1a! he Is going to !ltep up the level of activity and the commitment is 
great news for Pf<rsian Gulf veterans." Added Daschle: "It's great news for a couple 01 reason •. One, 
we'ra going to accelerate the rSS&lOlrch We're going to step up the kind of financial commitment made 
In terms of finding wnm r.1sY be causing some of these difficulties. And It's great nElws for VEiterans who 
1~,lVe been afflicted fer so leng, giving them propsr treatment, giving them the kind oi care and 
r;OllsiderOltiOn that they rese, espeCially with regard to their medical problems. !s something WQV@ nee~ed 
to do for il long time. '" It's nice to sea a president address an issue that may not have brcad-booed 
interest or support in the courtry but cert~inly Is very needed." 

Cilnton also took aim a! GOP etfort$ to reduce Federal spending en veterans health services during 
his epeecr today, sayi!ig: "I believe these oula are unwise and unnecessary, They would harm the 
v$1srans who need thelf nation's help the mosl.'l Clinton said the House Appropriations Committee last 
week voted to e'iminate rws 1han 5200 mi illon for veterans health, including money for six outpatient 
clinics and 118W hospital squipm8nt. The cutback also would Kill II program that provides temporary 
nouSlng and jOb tralning:or hcmeless veterans. urging the VfW to help him fight the cuts, Clinton said: 
"Caring for veterans is no! a national optian or a partisan program. it is II national tradition ami a na1lilnal 
duty," Clmton aiso s/lid he war,ts io inc",ase spending for the Department of Veterans Affairs by $1.3 
billion over five yea~, mO$t of It for health care. 



Clinion also used the speech to again attack those he sees as being Isolationists, saying: "Today 
I want to talk a little about the tradition of America'e leadership because that tradition is under siege. If 
the new Isolationists in our nation have their way, America would abandon policies backed by 
Republicans and Democrats that have guided us for half a century, pOlic:ss that won the COid War a~d 
thai won us unparalleled prosperity here at home. I know that al thiS time we have to eper:d more 
attention al'!d more energy and more investment on the problems we have at home, and goodness knows 
;~at's wna! I have been working to do for the last two years. But there are those who would back away 
from any of our commitments abroad: :hey would bacK away from institutions like the Unliad Nailons, 
wr.lch promotes slaoility around the world; they would have us give 'Jp our suppon lor peacekeepirog ar,d 
for fragile democracies, support which enMles others to share the burden with us and which undermines 
the risks that we have to bear and makes uS safer. They would cut deeply into our support for emergl~g 
marKet democraCies. Even some wowld put our efforts to make peace in the Middle East on the chop;:if1g 
blocK. Now, no ol'1e krows better than the veterans the grave dangers of simply WithdraWing trom tile 
wnrld. TI1e last time Isolationism held sway during ~he years after Wortd War I, Europe and Asia slid into 
catastrophe ana we hac to ~ghl a Second World War because we walked away from the world at the end 
Of the First World War." 


