THE WHITE HOUSE LLETI

BULLETIN BROADFAXING NETWORK, 825 KING STREET., ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314 (703) 884-2020

MEMORANDUM FOR |

THE FLANAGAN GRdUP, INC.

SUBJECT: TODAY S BRIEFING

DATE:

MONDAY, MARCH 8, 1995

IN THE WHITE HOUSE AND AROUND TOWN:

0

Clinton to craate advisory committee to study Guif War syndrome; blasts GOP for cutting
veterans' heaith gervices. Curing a speach to the Veterans of Farsign Wars teday. Fresigart Clintan
announcec his dacisics io create a presidential advisory commitiae designed o stuay the raportad
iinasses affscting those who served in the Parsian Guif War, The committaa will be comprised of
scientig!s. dnctors and veterans and will make recommendations on how ¢ find the causes of the
syndrome and Improve the medical care for GuifWar vetarans. The Acminigiration wii spend $13 miktion
ar new research 10 axamine posshble causes of the veterans’ ilinesses. The variety cf symptzms
raportad by the vaterans haa mystified researchers, with many In the medical community haiging the
nelief therae is N0 such craature as the Suli War syndrome. Recently, Hillary Recham Clintor has basn
maeting with Guif War veterans (o listen to thalr claims, but Itis considered unliksly Mrs. Clinten wifl haad
*he new committee. Clintan's move was suppcned by Senate Minerity Leadsr Top Caschle, who said
1oday: "This, as you know. has bean very impertant to me for a long pertad of time. Wa have fought and
faught to get to the peint we'ra at tocay to put the kind of prierity racuired for Parslan Guif vetarans that
wae dld far Agent Orange vaterans. |'m very concerned that up until at least recantly, tha VA, the Dafense
Depanment has not given tha Pergian Guif problems the kind of priority that they need, Se. the
Prasident’s arnauncermant today that he is going to step up the level of activity and tha commitment i
great news for Persian Guif veterane." Added Daschier “it's great news for g couple o7 reasone. One,
wa'ra Qoing 10 accelerats the resaarch  Wa're going to step up the kind of inancial commitment mads
in terms of fincing wnat may ba causing some of these difficuities. And It's great newa for veterang who
have been affictad for so long, glving them proper treatment, glving them the kind of care and
ansidaration that thay naet, especially with regard to thalr medical prabiams. 'a sometning we'vé neased
to do for 2 long time. ... it nice to sea a president address an issue that may not have bread-baged
interast or support in the country but cartainiy s very nesded.”

Clintan alsc ‘cok aim at GOP efiorts to reducs Federal spending on vetsrans health services during
his speech today, saying: ° Defieve these cuts are unwise and unnecessary. They wauid harm the
vaterans who nead their nation's nsip the mast." Clinton said the House Appropriations Committes iast
weak voiad to aliminats mora than §20C milfion %or veterans health, including money for six outpatient
olinics ang new haspital equipment. The cutback aiso would kil! & program that providss tempcrary
nousing and joc training for hemeiess veterans. Urging the VEW ta nels him fight the cuts, Clinton said:
'Caring for vaterans is not a national epticn or a partiean program. it s a naticnal tradition anc a nationel
duty." Glinan aise said he wanis o increase spending for tha Dspartment of Veterans Affairs hy $1.3
billion aver five years, most of it far nealth cars.



linton also used ihe speach to again attack those he sees as Deing isolationists, saying: "Today
L want to talk a littls about the tradition of America’s ieadsrship because that tradition is under siege. if
tha new isciaticnists in our naticn have their way, America wouid abanacn policies backed by
Rspuplicans and Semocrats that have guided us for half a cantury, policies that won the Coid War and
tnat won us urparalleled prosperity here &t home, | know that a this time we have 12 spend mors
attgntion and mare energy and more investmant on the problems we have at home, and 3oodness knows
thal’s what | havs been warking to do for the last two years. But there are those wno would Dack away
from any of our commitmenta abroad: they would back away from institutions ke the United Nations,
wrich gromotes stabilty around the worla; they weuid have us give up cur support for peacekeaping and
for fragile demeocracies, suppant which enabies others to shara the burdan with us ang which underminss
the risks that we have to bear and makes us sater. They would cut deepiy into our support for smerging
matket dsmocracies. Even some would put our afferts to maxe peace in tha Middls Zast on the chopzing
tlock, New, no ome krows batter than the veterans the grave dargers of simply withdrawing from the
warld, The last time iselationism hsld sway during the years atter Wond War |, Europs and Asis slid int2
natastrophe and we had to Tghta Second Waorld War bacause we walked away from the world at the end
of the First World War."



