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PRESSING THE ISSUE 
VVA Launches Agent Orange Education Campaign 

In the January issue of The VVA Veteran, President 
lame<; L Brazee, Jr., spoke about important recent 
events concerning bcnefiL<; for veterans suffering 

fmm disabilities a~ a result of Agent Orange exJXlsurc 
and for their families. Most importantly. he stated that 
although the Agent Orange Veteran Payment Program 
has expired, veterans can still gel Agent Orange ben­
efits from lhe U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs. 
He urged VVA members and chapters to get this mes­
sage out through their local media. 

Vietnam Veterans of America took several steps 
recently to help educate Vietnam veterans and sur­
vivors about VA benefits for Agent Orange. First, 
VVA general counsel John Catlerson contacted the 
federal court judge overseeing the Agent Orange 
Vetemn Payment Program and a<;ked that VVA be 
allowed to mail its new Guide on ARent OranRe to 
everyone who applied to the program over the years. 
He also a<;ked that the judge extend the program's 

application deadline from January 17 to January 31 

because many people were having difficulty meeting 
the deadline. 

Unfortunately, the judge denied both requests. In 
respon!re to the VVA mailing, the judge said he want­
ed to protect the "privacy" of the applicants and did 
not want to show favoritism to one veterans organiza­
tion over another; to the deadline request, the judge 
replied the program had to end sometime. 

VVA was extremely disappointed by the judge's 
decision, and because these issues affect so many vet-

Continued on next page 

At the preSI conference (clockwise from abm'e): Bra:ee opens tile press conferellce fly noting "that literally tlulIl.mllds of Vietnam I·etera/IS are still suffering from expOJure /0 Agent 
Orange"; Cattemm relatf's fhm "as this payment pmwam drew to a close. we sawjrom our membership W! uprising of people who suddenly realized they were entitled to benefits but 
luuI,,~ asked for them"; Stout displavs WA:~ Guide on Agent Orange 
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"[T]he maximum 
payment a veteran 
could receive from 
[the Agent Orange 
Payment] program 

was $12,800 as a lump 
sum. That same totally 
disabled veteran will 
get over $22,000 per 

year from VA" 

crans :Jnd sun jvor\, they decided 10 press the matter 
further. On January IX, VV/\ held a pre~s conference 
in Washington, DC and ,mnounced it would file a for­
mal appeal of the judge's decision to deny VVA's 
requests. 

During the prcs~ conference, Brazec, John 
Catterson, Carl Stout, and Bill Russo spoke ahout 
VVA's long stl1Jggle on hehalf of veterans exposed to 
Agent Orange. 'I1ley noted tJlat VVA's class-action 
lawsuit, Nehmer v. Depanmellf of Veterul1.l Affairs, 
forced the V/\ 10 start paying Agent Orange compen­
sation bcnefjl~ to veterans and survivors during the 
late 1980<;. They announced the fonnation of VVA's 
Agent Orange Education Campaign and urged the 
press to let veterans know that V i\ benefits are still 
availahle. 

As a rcsult of Lhis prcss conference and of VVA's 
othcr puhlicity efforts, the prcs~ did get the word out 
10 veterans and survivors. VVA's work on the Agcnt 
Orange issue was mentioned in several major news­
papers, including USA Today and Stars and Srril't''s, 
VVA leaders di~cussed the issue on several widely 
syndicated radio programs. Carl Stout appeared with 
Adm. Elmo Zumwalt, Jr., on the Fox Moming News 
in Washington, DC. VVA helped leI the public know 
that Agent Orange has not disappeared as an imp()r~ 
tant issuc. In the coming months and ycars, VVA 
will continue to work for fair compensation for those 
suffering as a result of Agent Orange exposure and 
for their families .• 

Top to hottom: Brazee launches the ARem OranRe f../1umtion CampaiRn "to reach Vielntun veterans and their families and 
to let tlwm know about the benejit.f lht>y mn obtain from the Departmellf of VetemfIJ Affairs"; Ru.HO urges "all Vietnam 
veterans to RO to V,;1fi)rafree ARent Orunge trn'dim[ examination"; Catterson takes the judge 10 task for "protecting /vet­
erans/from information about the availability Of V A benefits 



VERNMENT RELATIONS 

Gulf W Dness Compen..ation 

'llie Gut War veterans provisions of PL 
10.1-446 auth 'I.e compensation on a pre­
sumptive hasis r those suffering chronic dis­
ahility as a resuh f undiagno'iCd illnes~. The 
Department of Vet ans Affairs also will be 
required 10 develop d to implement a uni­
fonn ca~e-as-;e~STllen' ~ )tuco[ and case defi­
nition( \); 10 evaluate the a1th of spouses and 
children of Gulf War VClc ~ and to conduct 

of Sciences 
for epidemiological research. \ 

VA Home-loan Program 

-[he Veterans lIoll~ing Amendme IS of 
1994, also inwrpomlcd into PL 103- 6, 
authorize VA to include an additional amo t 

for energy efficiency improvements in inter­
est-mlc reduction refinancing and to liberali­
condition, under which adjus!'1ble-mtc m/n­
gages can be converted into filled-rate .~()rt­
gages. Other provisions waive the fjx-year 
minimum ,en'ice requirement for fJservish 
discharged for a ~crvice-connecteq..disabilily 
and provide loan gU<lraIlly digibjfity for <;ur­
vi\'ing spouses of fe~ervi~t~ _~'ho dil'd on 
a~,ti\'e duty or !wm ~et> ice-L"ll~l1ected disabil­
itie~_ VA also will he able t~; waive the Iw()­
year minimum service reqUirement Illf loan 
guarantees 10 ~en'ice tlleT,tihen; released from 
actin' duty through redtttions in force. 

Employment 

Twt) provi,jons (If PL HH-446 reflect the 
gTIJ\.\lh of new clas~e., of Vl'tcran~ .,ince the 
"idnam era. The- biB Iwmdatl'" the Bureau of 
Lab~lr Statistics \0 include veteran, who 
~ef\'ed after Vietnam, veterans who are 
recently discharged, and veterans who are 
WOlTlen in its hiennial surveys to detennine 
unemployment among veteran~. VVA is con-

cemed that, because these veterans do not suf­
fer combat-related problems that have I ~ to 
lower employment rate..s among Vietn 
veterans, their inclusion may appear show 
that veterans employment proble shave 
faded and that the Veterans' Empl menl and 
Trdining Servii."C and its state co lerparts are 
no longer needed 

Another provision expan . the list of vet­
erans covered hy afftnna' e aclion in fed­
eral contract~ to indud disabled velerans, 
Vietnam-era veterans and veterans who 
served on active dut during a war or in a 
canlpaign ](x whic ongress has authorized 
a campaign badg . 

The Veten Employment and Training 
Act portion f PL 103-446 made minor 
improvem Is in thc Monlgomcl)' OJ BiiJ 
(increase funding, night training, alternative 
teacher ertification, and study abroad), and it 
dim' ated the IS-month cap on joh--trdining 
pr fluns under the Service Mcmbef~ Occu­

tional Conversion and Training Act. 
revious issues of The \.iVA Veteran have 

detailed VVA's success in saving funding for 
.his veterans employment program. 
"-
VI~ Staffing Ik\-'els 

Rel\G.V. "Sonny" Montgomery (D-MS) 
introduce'q a bill, incorporated inlo PL 10.1-
446, estabfu:,hing a minimum fuiJ-lime per­
sonnel levd. for the Veteran~ Health 
Administration~VHA) at 2240377, which j~ 
below the actuall99J level by 10.051. Aimed 
al protec.'ing vet~l<; health care, the law 
could ~hl!t budget \llis to the backlogged 
Veterans Benefit~ Adrl'linistrdlion. 

\\ 

EMPLOYMENT Alto 
REEMPLOYMENT ~HTS 
ACT OF 1994\ 

The Unifonncd Services Employ~nt ,md 
Reemployment Right~ Act of 19lM, PL 

Continued OIl Pll!-:e /6 

SENATE 
Senate committee a.\Sign1lU'nt~ ure now compIetl!. 'flu> Senntt' ~terans' AjJairs Committee 

maintains a ratio set'en maj(lrity members lO five minority members. It is anticipated the commit­
tee will continll€ to ofH!rate wilhout subcommittt!t's. The committee membership roster is: 

Alan K. Simp~on (WY), Otair 
James M. Jeffords (VT) 
Arlen Specter (PA) 
Lrury E. Craig (10) 

Majority merom 

Frank H. Murkowski (AK) 
Strom Thurmond (SC) 
Hank Brown (CO) 

Minority mrmbers 

John D. "Jay" Rockefeller IV (WV), Ranking Minority Member 
Bob Graham (FL) Daniel K. Akaka (HI) 
Ben Nigbthooe Campbell (CO) Byron L Dorgan (NO) 

Among lhe /03rd Congress members nol returning ta Ihe Velerans' Affairs Committee, Dtnnis 
DeCOr/dill (D-Ali and George 1. MilchLll (D-ME) mired. Thomas A. Dascl* (O-SD) has belYJme 
Senal£ minority leatkr. Craig. Brown. and Dorgan art new- to the Veterans' Affairs Committee. 
Craig served in the National Guard from 1970-71. 8ro\\o?/ i.f a Vietnam veteran (Navy. 1962-66) 
and served on the SeItel Comminee on POW/MlA. 

The SrruJle Approprialim~~ Committee ha.I ('ompItled .fubt.·ommiltte assigntn€n/s. The VA, 
HUD. alld Indcpt'ndent Agencie.~ Subcommittee rosIer is: 

MajQrity members 

Christopher "Kif' Bond (MO), Chair 
Phil Gramm (TX) 
Ted Stevens (AK) 
Robert E Bennen (lIT) 

Conrad Bums (MT) 
Richard C. Shelby (AL) 

Minority me.mtx-:rs 

Barbara A. Mikulski (MD), Ranking Minority Member 
Patrick 1. Leahy (VT) ], Bennett Johnston (LA) 
Frnnk R. UmtenbeJg (NJ) J. Robert Ken<)' (NE) 

.HOUSE ~RElPRESENTAnvES';'" 
'11te HOIlM \itenm.t' ;.g.;n C~ M'd.J rwktd from. fiw 10 duu ~ 

~1Wi~(JItllOWcompIetL FtI/l~II",r~ 1fJ8InI(ft: 

Bob Stump (AZ), a..;,. 
Michael BilirnI<i> (fl.) 
Tun Hutchinson (AR) 
Steve Buyer (IN) 
Spencer Bachus (AL) 
Robert Ney (011) 
Michael Patrkk flanagan QL) 
Steve Stockman (fX) 
J.D. Haywotth (AZ) 

Majority Mrmbrn 
Christopher H. Smith (N.1). Vice Chair 
floyd D. Spence (sq 
Terry Everett (AL) 
Jack Quinn (NY) 
Cliff Steams (fl.) 
Ion D. Fox (PA) 
Bob Bm (GA) 
Gera1d C. "Jerry" Weller (IL) 
Wes Cooley (OR) 

Mjnority Member:; 

G.V, "Sonny" Montgomery (MS). Ranking Minority Member 
Lane Evans (n..) Joseph P. Kennedy II (MA) 
Cbet Edwanls (fX). Maxine Waters (CA) 
Bob Clement (TN) Bob Riner (CA) 
Frank Tejeda (TX) Luis V. Gutierrez (IL) 
Scotty Baesler (KY) Sanford D. Bishop, Jr. (GA) 
Jame.s E Clybwn (SC) Conine Brown (R...) 
Mike Doyle (PA) Frnnk R. Mascara (PA) 

HOSPITALS AND HEALTH CARE SUBCOMMITfEE 
Majority Members 

TIm Hutchinson (AR), Chair 
Bob Stump (AZ) 
Michael Bilirnkis (FL) 
Jack Quinn (NY) 
Cliff Stearns (fl.) 
Jon D. Fox (PA) 

Olristopher H. Smith (NJ) 
floyd D. Speoce (SC) 
Spen= Badws (AL) 
Robert Ney (OH) 
Michael Patrick Hanagan (IL) 

Mjnority Members 

Chet Edwards (fX), Ranking Minority Member 
Joseph P. Kennedy II (MA) Bob Clement (IN) 
Frank Tejeda (TX) Luis V. Gutierrez (IL) 
Swtty Baesler (KY) Sanford D. Bishop, Jr. (GA) 
Corrine Brown (FL) Mike Doyle (PA) 

COMPENSATION, PENSION,INSURANCE, & MEMORIAL 
AFFAIRS SUBCOMMlTIEE 

Terry Everett (AL), Chair 
Gerald C. "Jerry" Weller (IL) 
Bob Bm (GA) 
Vacan<:y 

Majority memhm 

J.D. Hayworth (AZ) 
Robert Ney (OH) 

Minority Members 

Lane Evans (IL), Ranking Minority Member 
G.V. "Sonny" Montgomery (MS) Bob Hiner (CA) 
Joseph P. Kennedy II (MA) 

EDUCATION, TRAINING, EMPLOYMENT, AND HOUSING 
SUBCOMMITTEE 

Steve Buyer (IN), Chair 
Bob Barr (GA) 
TIm Hutchinson (AR) 
Vacancy 

Majority melllhm 

Wes Cooley (OR) 
Vacancy 

Mjnority Members 

Maxine Waters teA), Ranking Minority Member 
James E. Clyburn (SC) Frank R. Mascara (PA) 
Lane Evans (IL) 

The House ApproprUlliom Committee ha:; comp/ned subcommittn assignment.t. The VA, 
HUD, and Independenl Agrncit!s Suixommittrl! roster is: 

Jerry Lewis (CA), C11air 
Tom DeLay (fX) 
James T. Walsh (NY) 
Joe KnoUenherg (MI) 
Mark W. Neumann (WI) 

MajQrity members 

Barbam F Vucanovk-h (NV) 
David L. Hobson (OH) 
Rodney Fretinghuysen (NJ) 

Minority members 

Louis Stokes (OH), Ranking Minority Member 
A1an B. Mollohan (WV) Jim Chapman (TX) 
Marcy Kaptur (OH) 


