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Dioxin Use Banned At VA 
Medical Facilities 

VA tit'{JUh' secretary Henhel Goher 

A GOVERNMENT RELATIONS STAFF 
REPORT 

A' thc hehes! of VV A, Secretary of Veterans 
AlTairs Jes~ Brown has announced a new 

JX)licy banning thc use of 2,-l.~D at VA medical 
facilities. The chemicaI2.4~D made up 50 per­
cent of the herhicit..le Ag.ent Orange used in 
Vidnam and 1\ v.idcly knl)"" n tIl C~IIl'l' valllllh 
\ll',\\!h pmnk\ll\. Tral:c a!llounh of Ihe nlllta-
1ll1ll<L!lt diOXin have been identified in 2,4-D 
compounds. 

"In view of concerns regarding the potential 
effcct~ of 2.4-D and our efforts 10 ensure the 
safest JXlSsible environment for veter.UlS, the use 
llf2A-lJ at VA medical facilities will be discon­
tinued." stated Deputy Secretary of VeterilllS 
AtTairs .Ic[';hel Gllr.er. "AltemLllive herbiciues 
ha\ e Occn iucntitil.:u which do not nmtain 2.4-
D or other chlomphonoxy compounds," 

Sen. Thoma'iA. Oa'iChle (O-SO) has intnl­
dured a hill (S, 33S) to extend to December 
~L 2(Xn, VA'''' priority health-care authority 
for \'elerJ.n~ exposed 10 Agt:nt Orange, to mdi­
ation. and for those experiencing Gulf War 
Syndrome. The bill. modified from that 
passed hy the Senate in 1994. will allow out· 
patient treatment and adds Gulf War Veler-ms. 
VVA ),upJXlrted the legislation in the J03rd 
Congress and will du so again. The bill did not 
bt.'Ctlme law at the end of the IO~rd session, so 
VA's currenl authority to provide priority 
trealment to these veterans will expire on June 
30. 1995. The proposed 2CXn closing date 
would correspond 10 the duration of the 
National Academy of Sciences review. Rep. 
Lane Evans (O-Ill plans to introduce the 
companion bill in the U.S. House of 
Representatives in early March. 
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