
UPI. 3/14/95 -

Agent Orange linked to pro. tate cancer 
BY TOM ANDERSON 

SYCNEY, Ma~oh 15 (UPt) _ The Au.tralian government Wedne.day officially ~eco;nized a link between pro. tate ~anc'r and the ~se of Ag.nt Orang', a defoliant widely used durin; the Vietnam War. The recognition allowa A~.tralian veteran. eo receive ben'fit. for the di ••••• caua.4 by expoaure to herbicide. during wid.apread .praying of V1etn~ during the war, con sciacca, federal Vet.ran. Affair. Minister said. 
A committee of ind.pendant .edical expert. known as the Repat~iation Medical A~thor1ty (RMA) .ug;e.ted a link betw.en cancer ot the pro.tate and expo.url to herbicide. luch •• Agent Orange, SciaccA .aid. The finding. of the JHA w.r. made official Wednesday ~ the government. 

"In making thi. ~rtant deci.ion, the RNA hal carefully ~eviewed all of the material that is contained in the medical journals," Sciacca .aid. 
"In addition .ember. of the autho~ity had discu •• ed the matter with other world l.ading ekpert •• " 

the decision follow. the federal government'. acc.ptanc. of a report of an exp.rt committee late last year that re~rted that certain other cancers and condition. were related to herbicide e~.ure. Sciacca said the RNA had been unable to find .uffici.nt evidence of a caaual relationship between on. form of cancer _ l.uk'mia _ and expoaur. ta herbicide •• 
He I.id, the Repatriation Committee ha. decided to .tick with it. earlie: decision and has .. de independant regulation. which will continue to allow leukemia to be accepted a. r.lated to herbiCide expo lure in Vietnam. 

"The deciSion ~ Australian authoritie. to acc.pt both pro.t~ate cancer and l.ukemia •• calually connected to .ervice in Vietnam means that Australian veteran. receive more benefita for Afent Orange-related di.eaae. than their United .tate. counte~partl." sciacca I.id. 
~ He laid the U.s. Adminiltration of Vet.rans Affair. has not accepted that herbicide exposure could .be related to Slroltate cancer or wl.lkelllia. John Print~, AUltralian Veterans Asloeiation A •• ociation pre.ident laid the deei.ion wa. long overdue. 

Printa •• 1d the vet.rans had to endure & royal commis.ion, a parliamentary Inqui~ and .cientifie examination of the effects of Agent OrAnge tor more than 14 years before finally being awarded entitl.mentl. 
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