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4th August, 1992 Nati...anal CaOluii.nawlt & faund.elt 

Admiral Elmo R. Zumwalt, Jr., (Ret.). 
Chairman; 
... __ !liiOEUile =<1Dan4;pati acr,Coun.qU 

RE: ENCLOSED COPIES OF LETTERS. 

Dear Admiral Zumwalt; 

With regards to the Agent Orange issue, and the National 
Archives, in Washington, D.C., enclosed please find the 
following: 

a) A Letter That The VV/AOHS Received 
From Mr. James J. Hastings, Of The 
National Archives. 

b) The Response From The VV/AOHS To 
Mr. Hastings Of The National 
Archives. 

I trust that you will share the enclosed, wi.UL.the.memhers 
'm'-the "'Ayent OrIlft9ll! ~ -etIanciY'. 

Keep in touch •• 

~Vith the best interest of the Vietnam Veteran, their 
families, and those who STILL feel the effects of exposure 
to herbicides in mind, 

I r ... i'it ~g~~ 
ames H. Burdge, Sr. 
ational Coordinator & Founder; 
IETNAM VETERAN/AGENT ORANGE HEALTH STUDY 

cc .... 

SEARCHING FOR THE !BY! ANSWERS!!! 
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3rd August, 1992 
j <lJ1II!A. II. 8u ltd 9-e., 5.to 

,Vati.urwl CuuttdiJtatUIl. cf fuuruiu. 

Mr. Jamea J. Haa tinga 
Director, 
Records Appraisal And Disposition Division 
The National Archives And Records Administration 
Washington, D.C., 20408 

REr YOUR LETTER AND RBVISBD JOB DATED 7/31/92. 

Dear Mr. Hastings, 

I am in receipt of your letter dated 31st July, 1992, and 
and your revised records disposition authority job tNl-442-90-5, 
that was included with your letter that consisted of five 
(5) pages. 

On behalf of those Vietnam Veterans', their families, and 
the future generations of children, who are, or will be 
taking part In the research of the Vietnam Veteran/Agent 
Orange Health Study, I would like to Thank your agency, 
for deciding on not destroying any of the documents that 
pertain to the Agent Orange issue, that are under your 
authority. 

In the five (5) page document that was included with your 
letter of 31st July, 1992, it stated in several areas, that 
reconsideration for disposal of these records in question, 
would be dUring the year 2012. Under Agent Orange Project, 
t1, does not mention the year 2012, t3 does not mention 
the year 2012, tSc does not mention the year 2012. My question 
would be, -Why Not-???? The same applies to t6a6b. -Why 
Not-???? 

Al •• , I woul. Ulle to know .... , ,he 'wn,,-two (22) Aooeee1on 
Numbers stand for??? 

( 1) 

SEARCHING FOR THE TRUE ANSWERS!!! 



MR. JAMES J. HASTINGS 
3rd AUGUST, 1992 
REI YOUR LETTER OF 7/31/92. 

Also, if this is the final rule of your agency, why is it 
that items are crossed out and the disposition for almost 
each item is written in???? If this is a final rule from 
a Pederal Agency, I would think that the final rule would 
be typed, not written by handlll 

Please clarify the items that I have spoke of, in my letter, 
concerning the new rules on the Agent Orange files, and 
since I have some unanswered questions, the cut-off date 
that you spoke of, in your letter should not be binding in 
this matter, as how can you expect someone that is doing 
research into the health effects of Agent Orange on Vietnam 
Veterans', their families, and future generations of the 
Veteran, be able to make constructive comments on a rule, 
by a Pederal Agency, when there are so many unanswered 
questions on the rule. 

I trust that you will respond to my letter, in the near 
future, and allow me more time than the 4th September, 1992 
cut-off date that was stated in your letter of 31st July, 
1992. 

With the best interest of the Vietnam Veteran, their families, 
and those who STILL feel the effects of exposure to herbicides 
in mind, 

.. ') r~in' '/ 1/ (2 (' 
"- ' ,( 11~ U')1;' b~(A ~~ 0!i 

ames H. Burdge, Sr. 
ational Coordinator & Founderl 
IETNAM VETERAN/AGENT ORANGE HEALTH STUDY 

co/fUe .. 
(2 ) 



Washington, DC 20408 

,nn 
Mr. James H. Burdge, Sr. 
National Coordinator 

(C(Q)~1f ,e~ 
IAUG. 3 1992 ' 

. ~O."S 

vietnam veteran/Agent Orange Health Study 
P.O. Box 1236 
Eatontown, NJ 07724 

Dear Mr. Burdge: 

P.O.~#l2J6 
'Eatunt"""'. 'J{J 07724 

(908) 54.f-lWiZ 

The National Archives has concluded its appraisal of the Centers 
for Disease Control's Agent Orange project records (Job No. Nl-442-
90-5). Both agencies have agreed that the disposition of several 
series of these records cannot be authorized at this time. 

Enclosed for your review is a copy of the revised job. Several 
series of records, documenting the administrative history of the 
project, scientific methodology, and epidemiological data have been 
scheduled for permanent retention. The paper records will be 
transferred to the Southeast Regional Archives Branch in Atlanta, 
where they will be made available to the public. The 
epidemiological data, in electronic form, will be accessioned into 
the National Archives in Washington, DC, where the Center for 
Electronic Records will maintain and make available the permanent 
record. 

After careful review, we have determined that the remaining series 
are of continuing but indeterminate value. These records remain 
unscheduled, in part because of current litigation. Two series, 
the input data sheets and the veteran's medical records, will have 
additional scientific value for years to come. Accordingly, we 
have deferred a final decision on the disposition of these records. 
Plp.ast:;! !10t€! th~t. ":!"!c d:'.!te cite:! in. tna 1::.:.;]y of thti':: ~eque5t for 
disposition, 2012, is for reconsideration of the value of the 
record, not a date for disposal. The records will be reassessed 
for permanent value at that time. We feel that the final decision 
should be made in light of the outcome of the litigation, and after 
sufficient time has passed to place the records in proper 
historical perspective. 

National ArdJil'es and Records Administration 



Any comments that you may wish to mak~on this revised schedule 
need to reach us by September 4, 1992. Thank you for your interest 
in this matter. 

Enclosure 
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, . '. LEAVE BLANK 
REOUEST FOR RECORDS DISPOSITION AUTHORITY JOB NO. 

NI -4 t/z -9()-5' (See Instructions on reverse) 

TO, GEJIIERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION . OATE RECEIVEQ 

(p -/;;'-90 NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS SERVICE. WASHINGTON. DC 20408 
1. FROM (Alf!nr::y oreltobli.hmC!nt) NOTIFICATION TO AGENCY 

Department of Health and Human Services In accordance with the provisions of 44 U .S,c. 3303a 
2. MAJOR SUBDIVISION . the dispgsal request, including amendments. is approved 

Public Health Service except for Items that may be marked "disposition not 
approved" or "withdrawn" in column 10. If no records 

3. MINOR SueOIVISION are proposed for disposal, the signature of the Archivist is 

Centers for Disease Control - not required. 

4'NAMEOFPERSONWITH~~ 5. TELEPHONE EXT. DATE ARCHIVIST OF THE UNITED STATEs 

Linda Querec • 
PHS Records Man gement 'cer 

6. CERTIFICATE OF AGENCY REPRESENTATI VE 

I hereby certify that I am authorized to act for this agency in matters pertaining to the disposal of the agency's records; 
that the records proposed for disposal in this Request of t:; pagels) are not now needed for the business of this 
agency or will not be needed after the retention periods specified; and that written concurrence from the General 
Accounting Office, if required under the provisions of Title 8 of the GAO Manual for Guidance of Federal Agencies. is 
attached. 

A. GAO concurrence: 0 is attached; or lQg is unnecessary. 

8. DATE C. SIGNATURE OF AGENCY REPRESENTATIVE D. TITLE 

~~~--; . .A.... DHHS Records Officer 

7. 8. DESCRIPTION OF ITEM 
ITEM 
NO. 

(With Incll,ul'u(! DateJ or Retention Periodl) 

9. GRS OR 
SUPERSEDED 

JOB 
CITATION 

10. ACTION 
TAKEN 

(NARS USE 
ONLY) 

(SEE ATTACHED) 

'. 

115-106 

.' 

STANDARD FORM 1 lS (REV. 8·8. 
Pre$oCrlt)ed bV GSA 
n',q~ ( .. ll CFR\ \01·11.4 



Center for Environmental Health and Injury Control (CEHIC) 

Plans, directs and coordinates a national program to maintain and improve 
the health of the American people by promoting a healthy environment and by 
preventing premature death and avoidable illness and disability caused by 
non-infectious, non-occupational environmental and related factors. 

Agent Orange Project 

(1) Designs, implements, and conducts epidemiologic studies of the health 
status of American Vietnam veterans exposed to herbicides, chemicals, 
medications, and environmental hazards or conditions; (2) develops study 
protocols, including interviewing instruments, and clinical laboratory, and 
interviewing procedures 'for research participants; (3) establishes 
procedures for and maintains a continuing review and monitoring of research 
efforts; (4) develops data collection systems, including data analyses and 
interpretation schema and methods, and formats for reporting findings; and 
(5) analyzes data and prepares reports of study findings. This project will 
end on September 30, 1990. 

1. ROUTINE DATA COLLECTION ADMINISTRATIVE RECORDS--routine administrative 
records related to the minor aspects of data gathering. The r'ecords 
include such items as error correction sheets, miscellaneous forms, 
routine status reports, miscellaneous duplicate material, practice 
questionnaire forms and a variety of other routine records. 

".:Ill Z.,.", <Ti oN ..,., A"'" M 0 (.1.\ ~ • uS' u is '" ,T v> .... 1.) 1J0 """" G-V\. "",-,,-1:;;. L r-0 R 
DISPOSITION: ~9 he; .saG to 0 FEQSF.l R.~rcs C.-tor DestlC) .Rep ~o 
l~RgeF needed rOr admiaistrat-i"B p"q)o.ses. It'bLt" .. hS-rR."I~ rvll):>&~"" ~1Jh. ,.FT',£t<. 

- COM~"'(.jlJ'J'l dF J....ITIe,A,,'~. Jt 

2. SCIENTIFIC ADMINISTRATIVE FILES (c. 1983-902 Records relating to 
Congressional inquiries, audits and other activities regarding various 
research efforts. Included are status reports listing the reasons for 
exclusion of certain men from the study, computer printouts, and general 
correspondence files. Because of continued strong Congressional, legal, 
public and press interest in these studies, we are recommending a 
lengthy retention period for the records. 

DISPOSITION: M.aifttaia at GEG. Transfer to the .",tle.lta Federal lt2tutUs 
Center upep Fle lQH.seF neeeed fur arollinisLrati. e fH:JF~ese3 or "hen tIn ee 
(3) salsRdar years ala, \.hieneUtl cOllies tlrst. Destroy when thirty (30) 
years ala. b'S?osrr.o,-..) NoT AtJiH;:rfl..,£....iJ). iLtSVB).."T ,JJ.}..oI~ oli.! "..,r;T£R- Ot-J,?.L~,aN 

dF" J.lTIGA7',~~VSM.,c.rk~~ IS ~1\711:.-{it. X 

3. STUDY METHODOLOGY RECORDS (c. 1983-902--These records include study 
protocols, the supervisor's manual, the interviewer's manual, one copy 
of blank forms used for the studies, copies of the contracts with each 
of the 13 contracting agencies and related documentation. 

DISPOSITION: Permanent--Maintain at CDC. Transfer to the Atlanta • 
Federal Records Center when no longer needed for administrative purposes 
or when three (3) calendar years old, whichever comes first. Transfer 
to the National Archives (Atlanta Branch) when twenty (20) years old. 

VOLUME: 20 cubic feet 
CLOSED SERIES 
FILED BY STUDY THEREUNDER CHRONOLOGICALLY ~Cel"") ,lAw 3 1 ij2 

, O.:HS. 
1'.0. ~ # l2.36 

~tont"""" m 07724 
(908) S+f-l08Z 

, 



4. DATA COLLECTION FORMS (c. 1983-1990) Original forms and microfiche of 
forms containing original information on participants in the various 
studies on Vietnam veterans (These forms -include information derived 
from pathology review panels, tumor registries, patient interviews, 
birth records and other sources.) These forms comprise the primary 
source data which are the basis for all statistical research projects on 
the effects of Vietnam service conducted by CDC. The records include 
such items as substantive status reports, completed questionnaires, 
pathology review forms, clinical information forms, substantive edit 
sheets, validation reports, and related records. Many of these records 
were used as the primary input source for the records identified in item 
5, Electronic Records. Because of the importance of these studies and 
the fact that this research is likely to be reviewed in the future for 
accuracy and scientxfic approach and methodology, it is required that 
these original source records be maintained for a substantial period of 
time. 

;). s)~s ", ~ NlIT A V'7l-IoR.. z.LI:.. illSUa ..... T ,,-, ';>0 I;;>' 0'" A '7"..<' ~ C: .• ,_I"" .... -n",u 
DISPOSITION: Transfer to the Atlanta teelerai ReesFd,s 'ester Destroy 
'whcn tltitLj (96) ycaIs o}d-. DT J.rnGA7ieNt (....lHIC.l~'feA.. I! I-A-r.iA-.':rE 

5. ELECTRONIC RECORDS DERIVED FROM THE STUDIES OF VIETNAM VETERANS EXPOSURE 
TO AGENT ORANGE: 

a. One electronic copy of all final data sets of studies including the 
cancer study telephone interview, pathology and related reports, 
random digit dialing SCreener interview, SEER (Surveillance 
Epidemiology and End Results) data, military records data, selection 
data, and the data base management system (DMBS), ~s well as the 
cohort telephone interview, quality control data, and data relating 
to reproductive outcomes and child health, medical examination, and 
psychosocial and neuropsychological evaluation. The primary input 
sources for these data sets are identified under items 4 and 7 of 
this schedule. 

DISPOSITION: Permanent--Transfer one copy of each final data set to 
the National Archives in 1990. (NOTE: Where possible, the data 
tapes will be formatted in accordance with regulations noted in 
36 CFR 1228.188, Transfer of machine-readable records to the 
National Archives.) 

CLOSED SERIES 
VOLUME: LESS THAN ONE CUBIC FEET 

b. Systems Documentation--Includes pertinent information regarding the 
tape specifications, variable names and column layouts for each 
file, and hardcopy and computerized version (when available) of each 
code book. 

DISPOSITION: Permanent--Transfer in conjunction with the transfer 
of electronic records under item Sa above. 

VOLUME: 2 CUBIC FEET 
ARRANGED BY SPECIFIC STUDY 

c. Additional copies of computer tapes and sy.stem documentation. 
:J"s;'osrnPll IVDrAvr" ... -u.\.. hSull ........ WOI<.iJ M> AD~S~1t ,;teJ.u "..~ 

DISPOSITION: DeseFQY t'ReH no longeI needed by C~r 
administrative pJlrpotes. ~:~.4"\JfSlRATIV-<- ?tJ/t)o",~ "Ilb Arri'~ co,....QL"t'~ t:r.i7J1J,~Jor.\. 



6. FINAL REPORTS OF STUDY RESULTS (c. 1983-90): 

a. A record copy set of all final publi~hed reports and related 
manuscripts 

DISPOSITION: Permanent: Transfer to the Atlanta Federal Records 
Center. Transfer to the National Archives (Atlanta Branch) when ten 
(10) years old. 

CLOSED SERIES 
VOLUME: 2 CUBIC FEET 
ARRANGED BY STUDY 

b. Additional copies of publications and manuscripts 

DISPOSITION: B-estro~r 'Phen flO longer fleedQe-. ')1S'PO,rrIt1l,) ~ AII'TJ04DA.i~. ~va"·U""T"/~ 
;:>..01 ~ oil. ~~-r£p. C1M"j4"1"'o.> ., ~I-r,,, A "oN I "'~ 10"''''''' I" '-'t"k~ >1\ 

7. PARTICIPANT MEDICAL FILES (c. 1983-90)--This item supersedes disposal 
authority of certain accessions in the Atlanta Federal Records Center 
placed under item 70 of the CDC Records Control Schedule (see note 
below). Consists of personal medical records of participants in the 
various Agent Orange studies and certain related records. The records 
consist of X-rays, medical charts, hospital records, and other 
miscellaneous records relating to the medical history and status of 
study participants. Many of these records were used as the primary 
input source for the records identified in item 5a, electronic records, 
final data sets. These records contain sensitive medical data on 
individual study participants and their families. The records will 
continue to be the subject of interest among the Vietnam veterans who 
participated in the various studies for many years to come. The 
retention period of these records needs to be increased from 20 to 60 
years because of their long term legal value in protecting the interests 
of the U.S. Government and the participants in the study. 

,:II$?''S rfloN IJ)"" A rlI"(41~J'1.L~. 
DISPOSITION: Transfer immediately to the Atlanta Federal Records 
Center. Dest r oJ7 rhen sixty (60) jeaf's Qld. )Q'S'vbHrT IN d.cJ~ D~ A~ljQ... ~~en~ l>f 

~''''' ('4-r,cnJ ,",KI "'I!e~f\. I" '4 T,if<... 
(NOTE: This item supersedes only the established disposition of the 
accessions mentioned below. These records were placed under Item 70 of the 
CDC Records Control Schedule B-32l. All other accessions placed under Item 
70 are not involved in this revision.) 

ACCESSION NOS.--Total Volume 697 cubic feet 
442-86-0110 
442-86-0111 
442-86-0124 
442-86-0126 
442-86-0128 
442-87-0001 
442-87-0002 
442-87-0003 
442-87-0055 
442-87-0057 
442-87-0058 
442-87-0059 



ACCESSION NOS. 
442-87-0060 
442-87-0061 
442-87-0072 
442-87-0073 
442-87-0074 
442-88-0034 
442-88-0036 
442-88-0037 
442-88-0038 
442-88-0055 

Concurrences: 

(Continued) 

Daniel A. Hoffman 
Assistant Director for ence 
Center for Environmental Health 

and Injury Control 

., 

D~~id K. Rowe . 
CDC Records Officer 

~f~?f"' 
Date 

--' - , 
.1 -::;-: 7"-' 

Date 



Nationa~rchives 
and RecordsAdministration 

!trashing/on, DC 20408 

Official Business 
Penalty for Pri,,,te Use, $300 

~ecelv~, 
AUG. 3 1M 

'-.- ' 

'~/'lI...i1..L.'.Ji..)· 

1'.0, ~ #12.36 x"tJn,,,,,,,,, ?/j 077:4 
{908J 544·1082 

t(Q)~'Y( 

~ 
u.a.-MAIL 

S 

Posuge and Fees Paid 
National Archives and 

Records Administration 
NARA362 

Mr. James H. Burdge, Sr. 
National Coordinator 
vietnam Veteran/Agent orange Health Study 
P.o. Box 1236 
Eatontown, NJ 07724 
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